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Chap. X. 


^rUnfadions in Vifginia — The Towder, remo’ved from 
' the Magazine' at Willicfmjhurgb — The Magazine 
plundered — Lord Dunmo^e repulfed in his attempt- 
ing to dejlroy the Town of Hampton — A Proclamation 
for Martial Law, and to fet the Negroes at liberty — ■ 
Adion near the Great-Bridge- — Connelly taken- ; 

— His Scheme for raifing the Indians defeated •_ 

Lord Dunmorc reduces Norfolk to apes, &c. 


T HE colony of Virginia, which had entered 
heartily into the general affociation from the begin- 
ning, began now to feel the effects of their oppofition 
to government. They had not as yet proceeded to 
any a£ls of violence, though they were ripe for the 
inofl: violent raeafures. What contributed much to 
incenfe and irritate to the higheft pitch, was the 
•Ijaughtinefs and fury of tlieir Governor: A noble-r 
inanofa furious temper, and infufferable pride, who 
being of an arbitrary difpofition, was more difpofed 
to rule according to his own will, than according to 
the laws of the colony, and the fpirit of the EngHlh 
conftitutron. This colony having delegates at the ge- 
lieral cougrefs, fully, declared their principles, and 
Hicwed what their opinion of the government was. 

The 
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The Governor confidered it as an affront to his pow- 
er for the colonifts to choofc coramiffioncrs to rcprc* 
fcnt them in an affembly which held the power and 
authority of Britain at defiance. He proceeded 
therefore to fuch meafurcs, as plainly hinted his jea- 
loufy of the loyalty of the Virginians, and intimated by 
palpable fignatures that h« miftrufted them, and in- 
tended to behave towards them as a people really 
difaffefted to his Majefty’s government. The Virgi- 
nians had very different notions of loyalty from Lord 
Dunmore ; they confidered loyalty to be direfted by 
certain laws which fet bounds to it ; whereas he 
meafured his ideas of loyalty by the power of his Ma- 
jefty, and the emoluments that attended it. Refpeft 
to the Sovereign muff always keep pace with the 
laws of the land, otherwife it degenerates into fervilc 
adulation, and iffucs in aftual flavery. Almoft every 
viceroy lays claim to dignity and dominion equal to 
' the Sovereign himfelf, and is more difgufted at oppo- 
fition to his power and intereft than at oppofition to 
his Mafter’s authority. An hungry nobleman, edu- 
cated in all the high notions of his own confcqucnce, 
without patrimony to fupport his dignity, is of all 
men whatever themoft unfit for a fubfiitutc of royal- 
ty ; his vanity tvould grafp an empire, and his pride 
would devour the habitable world. When once he 
is exalted to preferment, where emoluments arc like- 
ly to be had to increafe his power, he foon turns cp- 
preffor to advance a ftep higher. The ranks of men 
beneath him are only confidered as fo many beings 
made for no other end than toferve the pnrpofes of 
his avarice, power, and ambition. The Virginians 
had always been among the freeft in exprefling their 
rclbluiions, and the readieft in fiiewing their determi- 
- • nations 
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nations to fupport, at all rifqucs and events, what they , 
judged or termed the rights of America. In other re- 
fpefts they preferred the greateft order, quietnefs,, 
and iranqifility in the province ; and notwithftanding 
the anxiety excited by the prorogation and dHTolu- 
tion of their aflcmblics, and the expiration of their 
militia la wsiti confequence thereof, which in that coun- 
try where a great part of the people, are in a ftate of 
flarery, was a circurallance of an alarming nature, yet 
with thefe caufes of complaint the people feemed io 
pay a more than ordinary degree of attention and per- 
fonal regard to the Earl of Dunmore, their Gorer- 
Dor. In this ftate of affairs however the want of a 
legal affembly feemed to give fome fan<ftion to the 
holding of a convention ; upon which a provincial 
congrefs was afferabled in the month of March, 1775, 
who under colour of an old law of the year 1738, 
which was ftill faid to be in force, took meafures for 
arraying the militia ; but to fupply the defe^is in that 
law in forae meafure, to remedy which it was pretend- 
ed all the fubfequent ones had been paffed, they re- 
commended to each county to raife a company of vo- 
lunteers for the better defence and proteftion of the 
province. 

This proceeding greatly alarmed the Governor ; 
for it was an interference with the power of the 
crown, in a matter of very great confequence ; and 
it is fuppofed that the Governor had either neglefted 
his duty, or that they intended no longer to truft the 
defence of the province in his hands. Such daring 
proceedings would have probably roufed a man Icfs 
fufceptiblc of an affront than Lord Dunmore, and have 
produced fome enquiry into Utc caufe thereof. His 
Lo rdlhln, inftead of making a particular enquiry into 

the 


Digitized by Google 



< H 1 S T ® R Y O F A. D. tiyi." ? 

the caufc of this refolution, which he apprehended 
he p>erfefi:ly underftood, proceeded immediately to 
prevent the effefts, which he forefaw would follow of 
confcquence. There was a public magazine belong- 
ing to the colony in the capital of Williamfbu’rgh, 
which was laid up in there, in cafe of any emergency 
arifmg from the tumults of the negroes, or any other 
accident that might happen in the country. Tlie‘ Co- 
vernor intended to fecure this magazine for fear the 
cclonifts lliould make ufe of it in a way detrimental to 
the interefts of government. He employed the cap- 
tain of an armed veflel which lay at a few miles dif^ 
tance in James’s river, with a detachment of marines 
to convey the powder by night aboard the fhip. — 

Tho’ this meafure was condufted with great privacy, 
it was by fome means difeovered the next morning, , 
when the apparent fccrefy and feeming myfteriouf- 
iicfs of the aft, incrcafed the confternation and alarm, 
among the inhabitants, who immediately affembled 
with arms, fuch as they had in their polTeflion, with^ 
an intention of demanding or perhaps obtaining relli- 
tution of the gun-powder. The mayor and corpora- 
tion however prevented their proceeding to any ex- 
tremities whilft they prefented an addrefs to the Go- 
vernor, (fating the injury, reclaiming the pqwder as a 
matter of right, and flicwing the dangers to which^ 
they were peculiarly liable from the infurreftion of 
the Haves, a calamity M'hich for fome time had been 
]>articularly apprehended, and which the removal of 
their onlv defence would at anv time accelerate. 

His Lordlhin acknowledged that the gun-powder , 
had been removed by his order, and faid that as he 
had heard of an infurreftion in a neighbouring coun- 
IV, and did no: thiol-; it fjeure iu the maeazine, he 

had 
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had removed it to a place of perfcft fecurity } but pfo- 
mifed that it Ihould be returned whea ever any iiifur- 
reftion rendered it necefliiry. He alfo faid, that it 
had been removed in the night to prevent giving an 
alarm ; and exprefled great furprife at the people’s 
alTembling in arms ; — and further, obferved, that he 
did not think it prudent to put powder into thcirhands 
in fuch a Ctuation. , Whether this anfwer fatisficd 
the^magillrates or not doe* not appear very evident, 
put for the prefent they prevailed' on the people to 
retire q,yie,tly ;o their houfes, without any particular 
outrage be;ng .committed. It appeared that they were 
far from intending any outrage, for it was proved 
by the moft inconteftible evidence, before the alTem- 
bJy that the officers of the men of war on that lla- 
tion, and particularly the gentleman that removed the 
powder, and was mgft particularly obnoxious, ap- 
peared publicly in the.fl.reets during the time, of the 
greateft comniotion without receiving the fmallell in- 
fult. A report being however fpread in the evening, 
that a detachment from the men of v.'ar were upon 
their march to the city, the people again took to their 
arms, and continue4 all njght upon the watch, as if 
in expeftation of an^attack from an enemy. -^They 
alfo from this time ciicrcafed the night patroles ; and 
(hewed an evident cjdign to prqteft the magazine ffom 
any further attejmpts. • . . 

The w’hple value pf the gunppwtjer and arms in the 
piagazine, for any purpofe to which they were capa- 
ble of being converted, either in the hands pf friends 
or enenaies, appeared very inadequa,te to the alarm, 
fufpicion, and dillurbance which this meafure excited. 
-^The quantity of powder removed amounted only 
fifteen half .barrels, containing fifty pounds each. 
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of a very ordinary fort, and the remaining ftock left 
in the magazine, to about fix of the fame fort. Nei- 
ther docs it appear that the number of ferviceablc 
mulkcts was fufficient to anfwer any effential purpofc, 
or even to juftify apprehenfion, and the caution of 
Itripping thefe of their locks only marked their fufpi- 
cion from -whence it proceeded. A confiderable quan- 
tity of old arms and common trading guns were not 
touched. Upon the whole, this aft derived its only 
i nportance from time, manner, and circumftancc. A 
jcalnufy had 'arifen between the Governor and the 
colonifls, from a caufe exceedingly obvious, and nei- 
ther the conduft of the one'nor the hther was direft- 
cd by candour and difiarereftc dnefr. The Governor 
feems to have been exceedingly irritated at the be- 
haviour of the people in thefe commotions, and proba- 
bly refented it too highly (confidering the times) af- 
lembling in arms, not only without, but with an evi^ 
dent intention to oppofe his authority. In this warmth 
of temper fome rhreatenings were thrown out, which 
upon cool rclleftron would probably have been avoid- 
ed. 'Among thefe a threapening of fetting up the royal / 
flaiidard, of cnfranchifing the negroes, arming them 
againll their mailers, and deflroyiftg the city, with 
other esprefiions of a fimilar nature and tendency, 
fpread a general alarm throughout the colony, and 
oxciied a fort of abhorrence pf government, and an 

incurable fufpjcion of its defigns. -Several public 

tneetings were now held io different counties, in all 
-which the meafurcs of feizing and renaoving the pow- 
der, as well as the governor's threatenings were re- 
probated in the flrongeft terms. Some of the gen- 
tlemen of Hanover, and others of the neighbouring 
counties, were not fatisfied with fimplc declarations. 

^ ^ • rwvl. 
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They affcmhlcd in arms to a confiderable number un- 
der the conduft of a Mr Henry, who was one of 
the proTindal delegates to the general congref., and 
marched towards Williamlburgh with an avowed de- 
figh to obtain reftitution for the gunpowder, ’—but 
to take fuch effeftual racafurcs for fecuring the pub-* 
lie treafury, as fhould prevent its experiencing a ‘fi- 
mrlar fate with the magazine. A uegociation was 
however entered into with the magrftrates, when they 
had arrived within a few miles of the town, in which 
it was fully fettled, that the Receiver-general of the 
colony’s fecurity for paying the value of the powder, 
ftiould be accepted as a reftitution, and that upon the 
inhabitants engaging the future to guard both 
tre;jdufy and magazine, the infurgents fhould return 
to their habhations. ' ' ' 

The Governor began now to perceive that the af- 
fair was now ferious, and that the people were in ear- 
neft; he' thought himfclf and his family in danger, 
and provided for fafety aboard the Fowey man of 
war in James’s river, while his Lordfhip, with the af- 
hftance of a detachment of marines, converted his pa- 
lace into a little garrifon, fortified it in the beft man- 
'ncr he was able, and furrounded it with artillery. A 
proclamation was then ilTued by the Governor and 
his council,, in which Henry and his followers were 
charged with rebellious prafticcs, in extorting the va- 
lue of the powder from the Receiver-general, and 
thc.pfefent commotions ^werc attributed to difaffcc- 
tibti in , the people and a defire of changing the efta- 
bliftied form of government, ferving only to afford 
more room for altercation, and to encreafe the heat 

. h ■ 

and difeontent. Several county meetings were held, 
the conduft of Henry vindicated and applauded, and 
S rcfolutioos 
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rcfolutions palTed tliat at the rifque of every tliiijg 
dear, he and his followers ftiould be indemnified from 
all fuficring, lofs and injury, .upon. that account. The 
charge of difalTcftion was peremptorily denied, and 
ihofe of changing the form of government, and cauf- 
^ing the prefent troubles, retorted. They infilled that 
they wanted nothing but to -preferve their ancient 
conllitution, and only oppofed innovations, and that 
all the dillurbances fprung from the Governor’s late 

conduft. , ' 

As there are times when all circumftances feem to 
confpire towards the nourilhment and increafe of po- 
litical,, as well as natural diforders, fo it appeared now 
in Virginia, every thing tended to one common cen- 
tre of diftrull,jealQufy, and difeontent. The, copy of 
fome letters from the Governor to the miniiler. .of 
the American department were by fome means pro- 
cured and publillied ; fevcrc cenfures palled upon 
them, as containing not only unfavourable, but un- 
fair and unjull reprefentations,_as well as of tafts, as 
of the temper and difpofiiiou of the colony. Thus 
.one difirull begot another, until all confidence being 
totally loiTon boiii liJes, every falfe report that was 
circulated ..■vvas bclicved on either, and ferved up for a 
time to keep up the public fever. 

.. .In this Hate of commotion and diforder, upon the 
arrival of difpatches from England, the General Af- 
Tembly was fuddcnly and unexpcacdly convened by 
the Governor, June ill. The grand motive for this 
meafure was to procure their approbation and ac- 
ceptance of the terms included in Lord North s con- 
ciliatory mouon, and the parli'amentary rcfolutions 
founded thereon. His Lordfliip accordingly in his 
fpeech ufed his utnjoft addref? ;o carry his point ; he 
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flared the favourable difpofitloil of parliament as well 
as of government towards the colonies, the modera- 
tion, tendernefs, and equity which induced the pre- 
fcnt advances towards a happy reconciliation. He 
dwelt upon thejullicc of their contributing to the com- 
mon defence, and bearing, an equitable proportion of 
the public burdens ; and obferved, that as no fpcci- 
fic fum was demanded, they had an opportunity of 
giving free fcope to their juftice and liberality, and 
whatever they gave would be a free gift, in the fullell 
fenfe of the terms; that they would thus Ihew their 
reverence to parliament, and inanifeft their duty and 
attachment to the fovereign, and the kindnefs with 
which it would be taken, that they met on thdir fide 
the favourable difpofition Ihewn on the other ' to- 
wards bringing the prefent unhappy difputes to a pe- 
riod- He alfo tooks pains to convince them from the 
refolutlons and proceedings of parliament, that a full 
redrefs of grievances would be the immediate confe- 
qucnce of their compliance. This fpeech, though 
flattering and plaufible, was confidered only as words 
of courfc, intended to anfwer the purpofe of the go- 
vernment, without any intention of redreffing any of 
thofc grievances which were cbmplained of. It w'as 
not fully credited, that provided the afiembly would 
grant the fupplies which were wanted, that any more ‘ 
notice would be taken of the heavy grievances they • 
were groaning under. 

The firfl aft of the alTembly was the appointment i 
of a committee to enquire into the caufc .of the late - 
- difiurbanccs. and pcWticularly to examine the Hate of i 
the magay.iae, that nscefiary mcafures might be taken 
for fiipplying the v.ant of what had been taken- away. 
'Iho’ the magazine was the property of the- colony, ... 

it 
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it was In the cuftody of the Goyernor, who appointed 
a keeper, fo that an application to him was neceffary 
for admittance. While fome difpute arcfe concern- 
ing this fuhjefl, and before the order foj adipittancc 
was obtained, fome people in the town and neigh- 
bourhood broke into the magazine, and carried off 
fome of the arms. Several members of the Houfe of 
BurgefTes ufed their perfoaal jntereft and application 
ill getting as many of them returned back as they 
could. It appeared by the report of the committee, 
that they found moil of the remainder of the powder 
buried in the magazine yard, where it had been de- 
pofited by the Governor’s orders, and fuffered con- 
fiderabJe damage from the rains ; the depriving the 
mulkcts of their locks was likewife difeovered, as well 
as the nakednefs of the magazine in all refpefts. A- 
mong other things which tended to provoke the peo- 
ple, was the planting of fpring guns in the magazine, 
without giving any public notice of this mode of fc- 
curity, and fome effeft they had taken at the time of 
the late depradations. Whilfl: the Governor’s fpeech, 
with the propofitions which it recommended, were yet 
under the confideration of tlie alTcmbly, and before 
the addrefs was determined, confcience, which makes 
cowards of all guilty perfons, had made his Lord- 
Ihip, for fear of confequences, retire with his Lady 
on board the Fowey man of war, which then lay near 
Vork-Town, on the river of the fame name. It is 
highly probable that his Lordfltip had been informed 
of the rage of the people upon the difeovery of the 
fpring guns, and being confeious of fome guilt in that 
matter, thought fit to withdraw to a place of more 
fecurity and fafety. ‘ He left a meffage behind him for 
ihe Houfe of Bu**gelTes, informing them, that he 

thought . 
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thought it prudent to retire to a place of. fafety, as, 
he was fully perfuaded that both hitnfclfand his fami- 
ly were in conftant danger of falling facrifices to the 
blind and unmeafurable fury of the people, but that 
fo far from intcrupting their fitting, he hoped they 
would fuccefsfully acquit thcmfclves in the great bufi- 
ne& before -them, that he would render the communi- 
cation between him and the hoofe as eafy and as fafe 
as pollible ; and that he thought it would be more a- 
grecable to them to fend fome of their members to 
him as occafion Ihould require, than to have the trou- 
ble of removing their whole body to a nearer place. 
He affured them that he would attend as ufual to the 
duties of his office, and of his good ■ difpofition to re- 
ftore thfit harmony which had been fo unhappily in- 
terrupted. Such meannefs and imbecility in the Go- 
vernor tended much to weaken the caule of gorem- 
meut in the province ; for it argued both a fufpicioii 
of guilt, and a diftrufting the people, which was 'not 
the methqd to reconcile their mind* to any plan the 
government fliould propofe. . ‘ 

When the meffage was produced, the Ciouncil and 
Burgeffes fent an addrefs to hi* Lordlhip, declaring 
their unbelief that any perfon in the province could 
meditate fo horrid and atrocious a crime as ^is Lord- 
lhip apprehended, lamenting that he had not acquaint- 
ed them with the grounds of his uneafinefs before he 
had adopted that meafure, as they would have ufed 
ail poffible means to have removed every caufe of dif- 
quietude : they feared that his removal from the 
feat of government would be a means of increafin j 
the uneafinefs which unhappily prevailed among the 
people } and they declared that they would chearfully 
concur in any meafure that he Ihould propofe for the 

fecurity 
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fccurity of himfelf and family ; obfcrving how im- 
pradicablc it would 'be to carry on the btifincfs of 
the fellioiis with any degree of propriety or difpatch^ 
while he .was at fuch a dillance, and fo inconvenient- 
ly fttuated. They concluded by intreating him to re- > 
turn with- his Lady and family to the palace, which 
would afford great public fatisfaftionj and be the 
likely. method of quieting the minds of rhe people. 

Upon the tenth of June, Lord Danmoi'e returned 
a written anfwcr, in which he juftified his apprehen- 
fioas of danger from the public notoriety of the com- 
motions and tumults among the people, as well as 
from the menaces and threatenings with which they 
were attended ; befides he complained of the gene- 
ral conduft and behaviour of the Houfc of Burgefles, 
and fpccificd fcvcral charges againfl that body.— • 
That they had countenanced the violent and difordcr- 
ly proceedings of the people, particularly with regard 
to the magazine, which was forced open and plun- 
dered in prefence of fome of rhe members ; that in- 
ftead of committing thofe perfon* who had been- 
guilty of fo daring and heinous an offence, they only 
endeavoured to procure a reftitution of the arms. — 
That the Houfe or its Committee had proceeded to a 
ftep fraught with the moft alarming confequcnces, in 
appointing guard* without his approbation or con- 
feiit, under pretence of protefiing the magazine, 
thereby fhewing a defign of ufurping the executive 
power, and of fubverting the conditution. He took 
notice that no means could be •clfeffual for affording 
the fecurity they propofed to concur in, but by rc- 
iaftating him in the fujl powers of his office, by open- 
ing the courts of juftice, and reftoring the energy of 
ike laws, by difarraing all independent companies, or 

other 
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Other bodies of hifen- raifed and afling in dcfiatiee of 
legal authority ; by obliging the immediate return of 
ihe-King’s arms and (lores, and by what was ho Icfs 
clTcntial than any other imatte'r, -th^ir dwn 'example, 
an’d their endeavours to remove that -general deltifion’ 
which kept the minds of the people in a continual 
ferment, andthcreby to abolifh that malice and fpific 
of ipcrfecution, which now operated ' fo darigcroufly 
Bgainft thofc who from duty and 'alFeftion to 'their 
King and Couniny oppofed the prefent meafures, and 
who from principle and conviftion differed with the 
multitude in political principles. That thefc were 
the means to afford fecurity requifite for all parties ; 
and that for the aceomplilhmcrtt of thofe ends, toge- 
ther with the .gheat objeft and ncceffary bufinefs of 
the feffion, he lliould have no objeftion of their ad- 
journment to the town of York, where he would 
;inect them, and remain till the bufinefs was finilhed. 
lie concluded by Tcprefenting, that n^lcfs they had a 
iincere and aftive regard of feizing Ihe oppdrrumty 
which was now offered by partiatneftt, of eftablifliihg 
the freedom of their country iipon a fixed and knowri 
foundation, and of uniting themfeives whh theirffeU 
fowfubjefts of Great Britain in one common bond of 
inoereil and mutual affiftance, his return to Williamf- 
borgh would be. as fruitlefs to thc people as it might 
■ppifibly- be dangerous to him; but that if their pro^ 
iceedings manifefted that happy difpofiiion, he would 
return with the greateft joy, and- cotifidfelr it as the 
mod fortunate event of his life, if they gave him aA 
pppoftunity to bean iqdrumant of pVomotiUg their 
happiuefs, and df being a fuccefsful mediator between 
<hcro;»pd the fnpreinc authority. \ 

. ; . ; . . .■ ■■ -i . ^ Tlie 
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,Tlie foftcning terms in the conclufion of this long 
and tedious racffagc, were by no means equal to re- 
move the acrimony excited by thofe fevere charges 
and implications in the former part of it. They con- 
fidered the fmooth '^ords as nothing more than politi- 
cal court finelTe, to which all courtiers are accuftom- 
cd, without ever intending to perform what they fay. 
The charges which his Lordlhip brought againft 
the Houle of Burgefles produced a reply of an 
uncommon length, under the form of an addrefsj 
which was full of the bitternefs of recrimination, as 
wcllas of dcfenfitc arguments, and an examination of 
fadls. This was a method of addrefs no ways pleafing 
to the pride and ambition of the Goverhor, who 
wanted to conceal fomc fafts by which his honour 
and charaftcr were tarnifhed. 

' The Houfe had now received the report of its com- 
mittee concerning the caufe of the late dilturbance, 
backed ^with the difpoution of a nuhiber of Britifli 
merchants, who were rcfiJcnt in different and re- 
mote parts of the colony, all whofe teftimonies tend- 
ed to fliew the general tranquility which prevailed 
previous to the affair of the powder, and the Gover- 
nor’s declaration with regard to the emancipating of 
the Haves; the latter of which, fo far as it was be- 
lieved, had particularly irritated the people, yet 
notwithftanding quiet and order were every where 
reftored, and Hill continued ; that there was a general 
kcquiefeence every where in the determinations of 
the general and provincial congrefs; but they all con- 
ciirred in believing that the people had no defign or 
wifh of an independency on Great Britain ; on the 
contrary that they, had an eager defirc for fuch a coil- 
-ueiltion, as it flood before the late afts of parliament. 

They 
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They were unanimous in their opinion, that a rcdrefs 
of grievances complained of, would ellabliflt a per- 
fe£f tranquility, and produce a reconciliation with the 
parent date. 

To refute the charges of difaffeftion and difloyalty, 
•the Houfe of Burgeffes took a retrofpeftive view of 
the behaviour of the people, and of fevcral tranfac- 
tions in the colony for fome years back ; they ftated 
the happinefs which they derived from the conduft of 
former Governors, as a ftriking contrail to their pro* 
fent fituation. They attributed thathappinels particu- 
larly in a very late inllance to the difcountenancing 
of tale-bearers and malicious informers, to the pro- 
per examination of every fubjeft, and the taking of 
nothing upon trull ; arid finally, to the tranfmitting 
home a faithful reprefentation of things in the colo- 
ny. ' They Hate their former conduft with refpeft to 
hisLordlhip, and obferved that changes feldom hap- 
pen without fome fufficient caufe ; that refpefl, was 

not to be obtained by force from a free people : 

that nothing was more likely to infure it as dignity of 
charaflcr, a candid and exemplary conduct. That 
they did not mean to infmuate that his Lordlhip had 
defignedly mifreprefented fails ; but it was feared ho 
too eafily gave credit to defigning perfons, who, to 
the great injury of the community, polTelTed much 
too large a (hare of his confidence. They denied the 
facts, and examined with great feverity the reprefent- 
ations contained in two letters which were fent to 
Lord Dartmouth, which have already been hinted. 
T'lefe they reprefentedas exceedingly imperious and 
unjud, being founded on mUconception, raifinforma- 
tion,the height of colouring, the millaking of the af- 
fumptloa of fails without proof or evidence to fupport 
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fhem. They then proceeded tojuflify the ftcpsthat 
had been taken with regard to their fuppofed counte- 
nance to the afts done concerning the magazine, and 
the other matters which excited, and afterwards in- 
^auied the controyerfy. 

Upon the fourteenth of June the Houfe of Bur- 
geffes prefented their addrefsin anfwer to the Gover- 
nor’s fpeech, in which they entered into a long dif- 
cuffion of the propofition contained in the parliamen- 
tary refolution, founded upon Lord North’s concilia- 
tory motion. This they combated upon the fame 
principles and grounds, with a variety of arguments, 
of the fame nature with thofe that have been already 
Hated ; and they ultimately declared, that as it only 
changed the form of expreffion, without lel|ening its 
burthen, they could not clofe with the terms. They 
obferved thaj ihefe were only offered as the fenti- 
ments of an individual part of the whole empire j and 
for a final determination they referred the affair to 
the General Congrefs, before whopi they would lay 
the paper. To them alfo jhey referred the difeovery 
of the proper mode of reprefenting their well-founded 
grievances, whiefi his Lqrdfhip alfured them ytmuld 
n.eet with the attention and regard fo juftly due to 
them, In behalf of themfelyes, they made thq fol- 
lowing declaration : We have exhaufted every mode 
of appliemion which our invention copld fuggeft, as 
proper and promifing. Wc have decently remonftra- 
led with parliament ; they have added new injuries 
to the old ; we have wearied our King with fupplica- 
tions, and he has not deigned to anfwer us. We have 
appealed to the native honour and juftice of tlie Bri- 
tilh nation ; their efforts in our favour have been hi- 
therto incffcHual. When the rcafonings on both 
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iidcs arc impartially confidcrcd, it mull be allowcti 
that the tempers of the difputanti appelr very mani- 
f^eftly intermingled with their argnmerits. Their in- 
lerefts alfo appear vifibly to weigh heavy in the fcale 
of difpiitatidn, which in all things that relate to human 
things bear a ifiighty fway; Lord DuhmOre proba- 
bly imagined io rule in Virginia ia fuch a manner, (ac- 
cording to his inclination) and for fucH a time till his 
fortune was fbffidently enlarged, and being difappoint- 
cd in his view, would be likely id colour his account 
of the proceedings of the coldnifts In the higheft taflc. 
The Virginians, who confidered themfelveS as a free 
people, and nOt under die jurifdiftidri of a legiflature 
where they were hot reprefented, viewed idl thofe 
afts '(vhich the Governor was for putting in execution 
as afis of tyranny arid dpprefliori, which he for the 
fake of his own ihtcrefl wanted to force iipdri them; 
They were irritated with the thought Of having new 
taxing impofed On them, without their ednfent, and 
'ivere not likely to fpeak favourably of the agent im- 
raedlritely employed td inforcc the payment of tliem. 
NeW faxes have always been unpopular in all hates, 
when the people cduld hot perceive their own inte- 
f efts in paying of fherti ; and it is higiily impolitic to 
propofe a taxation that is Univerfally contrary to the 
minds of the fubje^is,- — What makes taxation ftill 
more difagfeeabic is, when the governmeni of a na- 
tion creates places of finecure, which are fupported 
merely by burdens laid hpoh the people. In this 
Cafe the fubjeflsconfider their fubftance wafted for no 
valuable purpofe, but rather ufelefliy fpent in fupport-* 
Ing idle and ufelefs members of the corrimanity, that ‘ 
inight be otherwife engaged in fome aftivc employ- 
inent; A labouring and indaftrious people, who gain 
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their fubftancc from labour and frugality, can never 
well enijure to fee it fpent upon haughty noblemen' 
and infolvent courtiers. 

It will readily be fuggefled, that in this Hate of ill- . 
humour and diftruft on both fides, every day would 
produce new occafions of difputc and altercation. — ■ 

Every new occurrence alforded new reafons of fuf- 
picion,"and frelh bickerings happened every day : — 

There was a continual intersourfeby addreffes, inefla- 
ges, and anfwcrs, between the Houfe of Burgeffes 
and the Fowey man of war, which was now the court 
of the Governor.. This was afingular fituation ; an 
attempt to govern without choofmg or finding it fafe 
to fet a foot on fliore in the country to be governed ; 
it Had all the appearance of an abdication, or deferting 
the government, at a time when there was the moll 
need of Ileadinefs, advice, and execution. 

When the ncceffary bills were palTed, and the ad- 
vanced feafon required their attendance in their feve- 
ra! counties, the Council and BurgelTes jointly en- 
treated the Governor’s prcfence to give his alTent to 
them, and finiHi the feUIon.- They took notice that 
though the bulinefs had been greatly impeded by his 
abfence from the feat of government, and they had 
fubmitted to the inconveniences of repeatedly fending 
their members twelve miles to attend his Excellency 
onboard a fliip of war, they could not but think it 
highly improper, and too great a departure from the 
conllitutional and acculloined praftife of tranfafting 
I ,bufinefs, to prefeiit the bills to him at any other place 
than the capital. Ilis Excellency returned a rough 
. anfwer to this requefl. He infilled upon his right of 
calling them to any place of the colony where the ex- 
igeucy’of affairs might 'render their attendance necet 
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fary. He furthcl obfervcd, that as he tad not been 
acquainted with whole proceedings of the afiem- 
bly, he knew ofjno bills of importance, which if he 
were inclined rifqae his perfon again among, the 
people, they had to prefent to him, nor whether they 
Were luch as he could affent to if they had. , . . ; 

To obviate thefe obje£l:ions, though it was an un- 
precedented the affembly fent the bills, as, well as 
other papers which were afterwards demanded, on 
bqard the Fowey, for his infpe£^ion._ The mod imr 
portant and interefting of thefc bills feemingly to all 
parties, was that for the payment of the forces who 
had lately under, his Lordfliip’s command ..fu tie red 
confidcrably, atrthe fame time they had done cil'ential 
fcryicc to their country by. their bravery and .fuccefs 
in the Indian w;ar. The bill -was obiedfed to ,by the 
.Governor, for its impofmg a .tax upon the importa- 
dqnofflaves, and for fomc informality, m rcfpe(d. to 
die" emilTipn of paper money. . The, other bills were 
approved of. . . , , • . 

The Houfe of Burgeffes upon this* returned an ad- 
drefs to his Lordfhip, intreating him that .he would 
.meet them thcj enfuing day at' ^Villiamfburgh, 
to pafs the bills ^at were ready ; . they exprefled 
their hopes that he . could not ..dill entertain any 
groundlefs fears of perfonal danger ; bat .declared, . 
that it was impoffible he could remain under fo drange 
an influence, and pledged their honour and every 
thing facred for his fecurity. If hothing could pre- 
vail, they requeded that he would grant a commiflioii 
for palCng fuch bills as he approved. This was ''the 
lad addrefs of the Houfe, of Burgeffes, to his Excel- 
lency. Lord Duninore perfided to the objoidipiis he ^ 
‘ had made to* the bill j and faid that the well ground- 
' ' ' cd 
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ed caufe he had for believing his pcrfon not fafe at 
Williamfourgh increafed daily. That he therefore 
could not meet them, as they requefted, at the capital, 
but that he would be ready to receive the Houfe oh 
the following Monday, at his pceferit fefidence, for 
the purpofe of his giving his affent to fuch bills as he 
Ihoujd approve. This anfwer put ah erid to all pub- 
lic corrcfpondence and bulinefs between Lord Dun- 
more and the colony. The transferring the legiflative 
council and houfe of repreferitatives of a great coun- 
try on board a man of war, was evidently not to be 
expefted. The danger of the members of the coun- 
cil and houfe of reprefentatives in fuch a fituation, if 
on other accounts it were pofllble they could put 
themfelves into it, was no lefs than Lord Dunmore's 
tphld be upon land. To have put themfelves into 
the hands and po'tvef of an enraged Governor, who 
had declared theiri guilty of rebellion^ and threatened 
them with military laws, would have been an inftance 
of imprndence unworthy of any people of common 
fenfe. The Governor’s general character, as a man 
of prudence and diferetion, was not fb remarkable as 
to tempt them to run fuch a rifk. They therefore 
wifely declined going a-board to his Lordfliip, and 
voted his Lordlhip’s demand a breach of privilege;-^' 
They faid, the unreafonable delays thrown into their 
proceedings, and the evafive anfwers given to their 
fincefe and decent addreffes, gave them feafon to fear 
that a dangerous attack was meditated againft the uri- 
happy people of that colony, and it was therefore 
their opinion that they thould prepare for the pre- 
fervation of their inehimable rights and privileges. — 
They concluded by ftrongly expreffing their loyatty 
to the king, and regard to the mother-country, and 
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upon this they concluded the fcflion. Thus unhap- 
pily was an end put for the prefent to the Englifli 
government in the colony of Virginia, w’hich it is 
doubtful, if ever it fliall be reftored again by cither 
force or "good will. 

On the 1 8th of July, a convention of delegates 
was appointed to fupply the place of the affembly, 
who had an unlimited confidence repofed in them by 
the people, and became accordingly poflefled of an 
unlimited power in all public affairs. Thefe immedi- 
ately took in hand the raifing and embodying of an 
armed force, as well as providing means for its fup- 
port, and purfued every other means which could 
tend to place the colony in a Itrong ftatc of defence. 
— Thefe were dangerous ffeps, the confequence of 
which iffued in aftual rebellion againft government, 
and expofed the colonies to the vengeance of the for- 
mer executive power. Againft the charge of rebel- 
lion they vindicated themfelves by tracing the raca-, 
furcs of government that led to the prefent unhappy 
ftatc of public affairs. They fet forth the caufe of 
, their meeting, and Ihcwed the neceffity of immedi- 
ately putting the country in a ftatc of defence for the 
proteftion of their lives, liberties, and properties. — 
They concluded that what they had done w^as purfu- 
led with the ftrongeft regard to faith and loyalty, and 
fhey declared, that as on the one hand they were 
determined, at the peril of the extremeft hazards, to 
maintain their juft rights and privileges ; fo on the 
other hand, it w’as their fixed and unalterable refolu- 
tion to difband fuch forces as were for the defence of 
the colony, whenever their dangers were removed, 
find America reftcred to its former ftatc of tranquility 
^n^ happinefs. 


In 


»4 H I S T O R Y O r A. D. 177* 

* * ' . ' ^ ' [ 

In difpu'ics of this fort it is common for each par. 
ty to think theinfclves in the right, and their argu- 
ments will always partake of that colouring which is 
neareft to private intereft. Perfons who have 'been 
educated from their infancy in ideas of royal preroga- 
tive and the omnipotence of government, will always 
think it ftrange to hear a people infilling upon the 
principles of the focial compaft, and the rights of fo- 
ciety ; this in the firrt; degree has a rebellious found 
in their ears, and they are ready to conclude that 
I'uch a people' deferve the feverefl; punifliment for in- 
^dulgingfuch difloyal notions and fentiments. In free 
Hates, where men are accuflomed to examine all things 
freely, ' it appears ftrange to hear of the will of a 
few being a law to a whole focicty, and every one 
to bend his neck at the nod of a grand monarch.—* 
Such a ftate of exiftence to free men, appears to be 
worfe than none at all, and they would fooner die 
than live under fuch a flavery, Reafon on both fides 
would determine the point fpeedily, would each par- 
ty ftand to her impartial di(ftates ; but paflion for the 
raoft parr takes the lead, and the voice of reafon is 
but little regarded. Yet it will be found next to a 
Jnaxim, that the common people feldom depart front 
reafon till they are corrupted by the precepts or ex- 
ample of the great. Their demands are generally 
reafonable, and founded upon principles of common 
fenfe, till they are corrupted and mifled by their fupe- 
riors, who often corrupt them for their own intereft, 
and make them at laft dupes to their iufts and pafl'ions. 
For as corrupt as human nature is faid to be, it is ma- 
nifeft, that provided men were to have the tutorage 
which God has provided unadulterated, the common 
ranks of men would-fliow more virtue than thofe un- 
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dcr the influence of the grentefl: refinement. . It ap- 
pears marvellous to a plain well-meaning man to hear 
it affirmed that perfons wiiom he fees daily commit- 
ting all forts of vice withoiit fliame is heft qualified to 
be a magiflrate or ruler of the people. He cati hard- 
ly bring his mind to think that reverence is date td 
fuch as do not reverence God and love truth. 

Upon this occafion Lord Dunmore fell into that 
miflake which the government at home, and almod 
all the governors abroad have fallen into. He ima- 
gined that he could perfuade the flaves to take up 
arms j and that government had more friends in the 
colony than there really were. This has been an 
univerfal miflake all along in the ideas of government. 
They have continually imagined, and alfo declared, 
that their friends in the colonies were numerous, 
their caufe profperous, when the event declared the 
very contrary. Whatever was the prefent ground 'of 
his progrefs he was determined though he fhould be 
obliged for the prefent to relinquifh, not to abandon 
his hopes, nor entirely to lofe fight of the country 
which he had governed. Being joined with thofe 
friends of government who had rendered themfelves 
obnoxious to the people, to continue with fafetv in 
the country, as well as by a number of run-a-way ne- 
groes, and fupported by the frigates of war which 
were upon the ftation, endeavoured to eftabliflt fuch 
a marine force as would enable him, by means of the 
rivers which render the mofl valuable parts of that 
rich country accellable by water, to be always athand^ 
and ready to profit by any favourable occafion that of- 
fered. 

Some fuch fyflem aS this he feems to have intend^ 
cd to pnrfue : for by degrees he equipped and 
' D armed 
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armed a number of veflels, of different kinds andfizesy^ 
in one of which he conflantly refided, never fetting 
liis foot on fliore, but in an hoftile manner. This 
force thus put together, was however only calculat- ' 
ed for depredation, and never became equal to any 
cflential fervice. The former indeed was in fomc 
degree a matter of neceffity ; for as the people on 
lliore would not ferVe thofe on board with proper 
provifions or neceffaries, they mufl either have ftarv- 
cd, or endeavoured to provide them by force. The 
Virginians pretended that while the depredations 
were confined to thofe needfary objefts, the refpeft 
which they bore to the rank of the Governor, pre- 
vented his marching with any refiftance ; but their 
nature was foon changed into open and avowed hofti- 
lity. Obnoxious perfons they faid were feized and 
carried a-board the fliips ; plantations were ravillied 
and dertroyed, the negroes carried off ; houfes burnt^ 
and at lart; lives loft on both Cdes. In one of thofe 
expeditions his Lordlliip deftroyed a number of iron 
cannon,, and carried off fome others, which he fiip- 
pofed were provided for the purpofes of rebellion,- 
though the Virginians affirm they were fliip guns. — 
Thefe proceedings occafioned the fending of fome of 
the new-raifed detachments toproteft the coafts, and 
from thence enfued a little mifehievous plundering 
war, incapable of affording honour and benefit, and 
in which at length every drop of water and every ne-' 
ceffary was purchafed, at the price and the rifque of 
blood. 

During this ftate of hoftility, Dunmore procured a 
few foldiers from different parts, with whofe affiftance- 
an attempt was made to burn a port town in an im- 
portant fituaiion called Hampton. It would appear 
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tliat the Inhabitajits had fonne previous notice of this 
■defigii ; for they hiid funk boats in tlie entrance of the 
^arbour, and thrown fuch other obflacles in the way 
as rendered the approach of tlie ihipSa and confe- 
quenrly the landing impra^icable on the day on which 
this attack was begun. The fliips cut a way through 
the boats in the night, and began to cannonade tho 
town in a furious manner in the morning ; but in this 
critical lltuation they were relieved from their appre^- 
henlions and danger by the arrival of the detachment 
of rifle-men from Williamfburgh, who had paarchcd 
all night to their aihflance. Thefe, joined with the 
inhabitants, attacked the llaips fo vigoroufly with their 
iraall arms, that they were obliged precipitately to 
quit their ftation, with the lofs of fome men, and of a 
tender which was taken. 

Upon thefeventh of November, in confequence of 
this repulfe, a proclamation was ilTued by the Gover- 
nor, dated on board the fliip William, off Norfolk, 
declaring, that as the civil law was at prefent infuffi- 
cient to prevent and punifli treafons and traitors, that 
martial law Ihould take place, and be executed 
throughout the colony j and it required all perfons 
capable of bearing arms, to repair to his Majelty’s 
ftandard, or to be confidered as traitors. 

This mealure of fetting the flaves at liberty, gave 
lefs furprife, and probably had lefs efl’ecl in exciting 
an infurreftion from its being fo long threatened and 
apprehendedj than if it had been more immediate and 
unexpefted. It was however received with the great- 
eft horror in all the colonies, and was feverely con- 
demned at home, as tending to loofe the bonds of fo- 
ciety, to deftroy domeftic fecurity, and to encourage 
ihe mph barbaj'ous of mankind to the commillion of 
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the moH: horrid crimes, and the moft inhuman cruel- 
ties. This was confounding the innocent with the 
guilty, and expofing thofe who were the bcrt; friends 
to government to the fame lofs of property, danger 
and deflruftion with the moll incorrigible rebels. — 

It was faid to eltablilh a precedent of a moil danger- 
ous nature in the new world, by giving a legal fane-. ' 
tion to arraying and embodying of African negroes, 
to appear in arms againll the whole people, and to 
encounter them upon an equal footing in the field ; . 
for however ill-founded dillinftions with refpcfl to co- 
lour may appear, when examined by the tell of na- 
ture, rcafon, and philofophy; yet while things con- . . . 

tinue in the prefent Hate, while commerce, luxury and 
and avarice, render flavery a principal objeft in the po- 
litical fyftcm of every European power, that polfelTcs 
dominion in America, the idea of pre-eminence mud 
always bq cherillied, and confidered as a ncceffary po- 
licy. ^ 

This reafon, however plaufible, is in its own nature 
immoral and unjull, and the Virginians, as well as the ' 

government who encouraged and gave fanftion to 11a- 
very, could nor well expeft that providence would ^ 
always look on and fuffer them to tyrannize over poor | 

innocents, that had never done them any harm, and 
by nature deferved as much to be free as theinfelves. 

Claims of liberty made by men who themfelves keep 
others in flavery, are made with a very ill grace ; and 
had the Britilh government by emancipating the flaves . 
meant well to the rights of mankind, every wife and 
good man would have wifhed themfuccefs. 

The proclamation, with Lord Dunmore’s prefence, 
and the encouragement of the fmall marine force he 
with him, produced feme efTe£l in. the town of 
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Norfolk and the adjacent country, -where many of 
the people were -vi'cll ‘affefted to government. He 
w'as accordingly joined by fome hundreds, both of 
blacks and whites, and many others who did not 
choofe. to take an aftive part publicly abjured the 
Cqngrefs with all its afts, and all conventions and 
committees -w'h'atever. Lord Dunmore probably now 
cxpefted that the facility and good difpofiiion which 
he- experienced here would have been fo general as 
to have enabled him to have raifed a confiderable body 
of armed troops, and probably without any foreign 
affiftance, to have had the glory of reducing one part 
of the province by the means of the other. This 
pleafing expedition w^as interrupted by intelligence 
that a party of the rebels were marching towards 
them with all expedition. To frullratc their defign, 
and to proteft the well-aff’efted, he took pofleffion of 
a poll called the Great Bridge, which lay' at fome 
dillance from Norfolk, which was apafsof great con- 
fequence, being the only way that they could ap- 
proach to the town. Here he conftrufleda fort on 
the Norfolk fide of the bridge which he furnillied 
well with artillery, and rendered as defenfible as the 
time -would admit, Notwithllanding the loyalty of the 
people in this quarter which included twolmall coun- 
ties, it does not appear that his force w'as at all coo- 
fiderable, either as to number or quality ; he had 200 
regulars including the grenadiers of the 14th regi- 
pient, and a body called the Norfolk volunteers ; the, 
reft were a motley figure of blacks and whites. The 
colonifts under the command of Colonel Woodford 
fortified themfelvcs alfo within lefs than cannon (hot 
of his Lordlhip’s forces ; they had a narrow caufe- 
lyay in the front which beho-y’ed to be pafTed to come 


HISTORY or 


A. r. 1776 


3 » 

at their works, fo that both parties appeared pretty 
ve'l /ecmed from furprize. In this Hate they conti- 
nued quiet and peaceable for fome days, until at 
length his lordfliip formed a defign of furprifmg them 
in their entrenchments. This was undertaken be- 
fore day-light by Captain Fordyce, who at the head 
of his grenadiers, amounting to about fixty, led on 
the attack. They boldly pafTed the caufeway, and 
marched up to the entrenchments with fixed bayonets, 
and with a coolnefs and intrepidity which excited 
both the aftoniflimetit and praife of their enemies; — 
for they were not only expofed nakedly to the fire 
in front, but enfiladed by another part of the works. 
The brave captain, with feveral of his men fell, the 
I.ieutcnant with others were taken, and all who rcr 
mained of the grenadier company, whether prifoner# 
or not, were wounded. 

The fire of the artillery from the fort enabled our 
troops to retire without purfuit, as well as to carry 
off many of the dead and wounded. It was reported 
that the flaves did more injury to the King’s party 
than they did to their enemies, which Ihevvs how 
little they were to be trufted in any enterprize of 
confequence. It has been Taid that our people were 
led into this unfortunate aftair through the defigned 
falfe intelligence of a deferter, who was inftrufted 
^’or the purpofc ; whatever there was in this, it was 
a great pity that fuch uncommon bravery fliould 
have been wafted to no purpofe. The conquerors 
interred Captain Fordyce with all the honours of 
war, and with the refpeft that was due to his merit, 
fis well as to the gallantry which fignalized his laft 
Riomcnts. The Englifti prifoners were treated with 
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great kiodnefs : but the Americans who had joined 
the King’s ftandard were treated with rigour. 

The King’s forces retired from the port at the 
Great Bridge the’ enfuing night without any other 
lofs than feme pieces of cannon, and fome trilling 
(lores which they left behind j and as all hopes in this 
enterprize were now at an end, Lord Dunmere 
thought fit to abandon the town and neighbourhood of 
Norfolk, and retired again with his people aboard the 
(hips, which were confiderably increafed in number bj^ 
thofe which tlicy had found in that port. Many of 
the friends of government, who were called tories by 
the other party, thought it prudent with their fanlilies 
to feek the fame fiielter, whither they alfo carried the 
mofl; portable and valuable of their effedls. Thus his 
LordQrip formed a confiderable fleet with refpeft to 
the number of velTels and tonnage, and thefe were al- 
fo crowded w’ith people ; but the flrips were without 
force, and continued months without hands to navi- 
gate them. The rebels took poATelEon of Norfolk, 
and the fleet removed to a greater diflance,. While 
thefe things' were carrying on, a fcheme had been in 
N agitation for railing a confiderable force at the back 
of the colonies, particularly at Virginia and in the 
Carolinas, where it was known there W'cre many 
W’dl affefted to the King's government, it w^as hoped 
tliat fome of the Indian nations might be induced to 
become parties in this delign ; and that thus united, 
they not only would make fiich a diverfion as w’ould 
greatly alarm and dillrefs the rebels, but that they 
would penetrate fo far towards the coall as to form 
a communication with Lord Dunmore. This lliew's 
how earncll the partizans were in purfuing a favou- 
rite fcheme, at the expence of honour, truth, juflice, 
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and mercy. This defign was framed by one Connel- 
ly, a native of Pennfylvania, an aftive, enterprizing 
man, who appears to have been well calculated for 
any enterprize where villany and intrigue were necef- 
fary. Lord Dunmore approved of his projeft, who 
by this time was ready to grafp at every (hadow of an 
opportunity to gratify his revenge againft the Virgini- 
ans. Connelly having obtained his Lordlhip’s appro- 
bation, began and carried on a negotiation with the 
Ohio Indians, and his friends among the back fettlcrs 
upon the lubjefts. Having, as he imagined, fucceed- 
ed according to his wifhes, he returned to Lord Dun- 
more, who fent him with the necelTary credentials to 
Bofton, where he received a commillion from Gene- 
ral Gage to aft as Colonel-commandant, with affu- 
rances of affiftance and fupport, at the time and in the 
manner appointed. Promifes of this fort were eafdy 
made, but often when the fulfilment was required 
difficulties arofe W'hich rendered them totally abor- 
tive. It W'as intended according to this fcheme, that 
the garrifons w'hich Great Britain had at Detroit, 
and fome other parts of the remote back fettlements, 
with their artillery and ammunition, fnould be fubfer- 
vient to this defign, and the adventurer expefted to 
draw fome affiftance, at leaft of volunteers and offi- 
cers, from the neareft parts of Canada. He himfelf 
was to grant all commiffions to the officers, and to 
have the fupreme command of the new forces in all 
things, and as foon as they wxre in condition he was 
to penetrate through Virginia to meet I.ord Dun- 
more at a certain time in the month of April, in the 
neighbourhood of Alexandria, upon the river of Pon- 
lowinac, who was to bring fuch a naval force, and 
other affiftance as was judged neceflary for the pur- 
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pofe. It was alfo a part, and no inconfiderable one 
of this fcheme, provided it had but fucccedcd, to 
have cutoff the communication between the northern 
and the fouthcrn colonics. 

So far had matters fucceeded in idea, and the 
fcheme had fomething of a favourable appearance in 
it ; but then it was not put in execution, and the 
praftical part of it remained yet to be ti icd. Con- 
nelly with his imagination full of new fchemes, fet 
out on his expedition, but on his road through Ma- 
ryland to the feene of aftion, and when he was fo far 
advanced, that the worll feemed nearly over, the vi- 
gilance or fufpicious temper of one of the commit- 
tees fruftrated all his hopes. He was taken up upon 
fufpicion with one of his alfociates who travelled a- 

long with him ; his papers betrayed every thing. 

Among thefe was the general fcheme of the defign; a 
letter from Lord Dunmorc to one of the Indian 
Chiefs, with fuch other authentic teftimonies as left 
notl.iag to be doubted. The papers were puMHhed 
by the congrefs, and the undertaker fent to prifon.— 

As it does not appear that the loyaliibs were very le- 
nient to thofe that differed from them in political opi- 
nions during the fliort time of their fuperiority in the 
county of Norfoik and the adjoining parts, fo now 
upon the turn and change of affairs, the obtaining a 
plaufible fiicw of juflice, under the colour of retalia- 
tion, aflbrded fach a favourable opportunity for the 
practice of feverity and the gratification of private 
pique and natural malignity on the ether fide, as it 
was never known to be negleifted by any party in fi- 
milar circumilances. For though many had taken 
flicker aboard the fliips, a much greater number re- 
mained behind, fome of them being willing to run a 
E , . little 
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Jitvlc danger nuhcr tlum abandon dicir property '• — 
others hoped that their cenduA from its ir.o deration 
Avould bear an enquiry, and the majority from their 
having xto profpeft of fubfRcncc if they quitted their 
homes, and an expeftation that their obfeurity would 
fave them from notice. But fitch charges of oppref- 
fion, injuflice, and cruelty were made on both fides as 
are ufually done in fuch cafes. 

In the mean time the people in the fleet were dif- 
irefled for the want of provifions and neceflaries of 
every fort, and were cut off from every kind of fuc- 
cour on ihore. Tliis occafioned frequent jkirmiiTies 
between the armed Ihips and boats, and the forces 
that were flationed on the coafl, particularly at Nor- 
folk. The Liverpool man of war at length arrived 
from England, a flag w'as feat a-fliore, to put tjie quef- 
tion whether they would fupply his Majefly’s ihijis 
with provifious, which being anfwered in the negative 
and the Ihips in the harbour being continually annov- 
ed by the fire of the rebels from that part of the 
town that lay next the water, it was determined to 
deflroy it and difiodge iITein thereby. Previous 
notice being given to t!ie inhabitants that they might 
remove from the danger, the firll day of the new yetir 
was fignalizxd by the attack, when a violent cannon- 
ade from the Liverpool frigate, two fluops of war, 
and the Governor’s armed (hip the Dunmore, fecond- 
cd by parties offitilors, who landed andfet fire to the 
neared houfes, Eton produced the defired eifccc, and 
the whole town was reduced to aflies. There were 
at that time various accounts concerning the burning 
of Norfolk } the royalids affirmed that the rebels 
burnt a great part of it themfclves, and they on the 
ptiicr Ucaid tiu'ow the wliple of the charge upon Lord 

Puumore 
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Dnnmore and the King’s^ friends. From a Gazette*^ 
jubliflied in the Governor’s fliip, whither he had rc- 
n nved the printing prefs, it appears that it was only 
ii tended to deflroy that part of the town which mort; 
annoyed the fliips ; but Lord Dunmorc’s gazettes are 
nt.t to be confidered of much more credit than the 
accounts of the Virginians. Whoever w'as the au- 
thor of this cataflrophe, it is certain that this town was 
confumed to aflies in this unnatural conteft. \Vhcu 
a fire is once kindled, it is not eafy to pfeferibe limit# 
to its progrefs, or to determine by what accidents it 
may be extended beyond the bounds that may be de- 
figned by thofe who kindled it at firfi; On this oc- 
cafion a few of thofe W'ho landed were killed, as alfo 
fome of the towhfmen and provincials. 

Sucji was the fate of the unfortunate town of Nor- 
folk, the moil confidcrabie for commerce of any town 
in the colony, and fo grow ing and flourifliing was it 
before thefe unhappy troubles, that in the two years 
From 1773 to 1775, the rents of the houfes cncreafed 

from 8,oocl. to io,ocol. a year. I’he whole lofs 

was efliraatcd at above 300,000!. Though Lord , 

Dunmore might think he had juft reafons for what he '* 

did on this occafion, and might probably plead neccf-- 
fity for this meafure, it was undoubtedly a grievous 
office, as w'dl as an odious talk to a governor, to 
be himfel/ a principal afeor in burning and deftroying 
the beft town in his government. The rebels after 
this difinal tranfaflion, attempted to cut off every rc- 
fource from the lliips, and partly to purifli the friends 
of government, hurnt^and deftroyed the plantations 
^'Ithin reach of the water, and obliged the people to 
remove with their cattle, provifions, and portable ef- 
ffefls farther into the country. 
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The fituatioa of other governors in America was 
not mofe elegiblc than that of LorJ Bunmore. — Lord 
William Campbell in South Carolina, having as they 
faid entered into a negotiation with the Indians for 
coming in to fupport government in that province, 
and having alfo fucceeded in exciting a number of 
thofc back fettlers, who are dillinguillied in the Caro- 
lina (tile by the name of regulators, to efpoufe the 
fame caufe, the difcovery of thofe meafures before 
they were ripe for execution, occalioncd fuch a tu- 
mult among the people, that he thought it necelTary 
to retire from Charleftown aboard a hup of war in 
the river; from whence he returned no more to the 
feat of his government. It is fomewhat ftrange that 
thefe governors lliould have had fo little regard pay- 
ed them, and fo little authority in thefe provinces, as 
in none of them to have a majority of the people 
on their fide. They muft certainly have been ex- 
ceedingly unpopular in former times, and ruled with 
rigour in their governments, otherwife it could never 
have happened that the general voice of the people 
W'ould have been fo univerfally againft them. — To- 
prevent any ill effefis from Campbell’s negotiation, 
one Mr Drayton, who was judge of the fuperior court 
and one of the moft leading men in the colony; march- 
ed with aftrong armed force to the back fettlements, 
where a treaty was concluded between him and the 
leaders of the Regulators, in which the differences 
between them w'ere attributed to mifmformation and 
mifunderftanding of each others views and defigns, 
anda tendernels of conlcience on the parts of the lat- 
ter, which prevented their figningthe alTociations, or 
purfuing any meafures againft government ; but aS 
they were eng.iged neither by word nor act to im- 
pede 
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pede or contravene fuch proceedmgs as (hould be a- 
dopted and purfued by the province in general, nor 
give .my information, aid, or alliftance to any Britiili 
troops as lliould at any time arrive in it ; fo they 
were to be entirely free in their conduft, otherwife to 
enjoy a fafe neutrality, and to fufter no moleftation 
for their not taking an aftive part in the prefent trou- 
bles. It is probable that the report of Lord William 
Campbell’s misfortune, and the force under Mr Dray- 
ton, prevailed more with thefe Regulators than any 
principles of judice or moderation. They found that 
Iheir fchemes were difeovered, and they wanted to 
colour them in the bed manner they could. It was 
prudent it< ©rayton to make this agreement, and 
thereby free himfelf and ,the whole colony from a war 
which mud have greatly embarraffed them on this oc- 
cafion. 

The government of the province was now lodged 
in the council of fafety, confiding of thirteen perfons, 
with the occafional affidance of a committee of ninety 
one. As they were informed that an armament was 
preparing in England, which was particularly intend- 
ed againd the colony, no means were left untried for 
its defence, in difeiplining the forces, procuring arms 
and gunpowder, and particularly in fortifying and fe- 
curing Charledown. Similar meafures were purfued 
in North Carolina, with only this difference — Gover- 
nor Martin was moreadive and vigorous in his proceed- 
ings, but attended with as little fuccefs as the other 
Governors. The provincial Congrefs, committees, 
and governors were in a continued date of the moft ' 

violent warfare. Upon a number of charges, parti- 
cularly of fomenting a civil war, and executing an in- / 

furredion among the negroes, he wa* declared an 

enemy 
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enemy to America in general, and to that colony in 
particular, and all perfons forbidden to hold any coin- 
munication with him. Thefe declaration^ he anfwcr- 
cd with a proclamation of uncommon length which 
the provincial congrefs refolved to be a falfe, fcanda- 
lous, feurriious, malicious, and feditious libel, and 
ordered it to be burnt by the hand of the common 
hangman. 

The Governor had a palace at New Burn, which 
he now fortified with an expeffation that by means of 
tl^e back fettlers and the Scotch inhabitants, as well 
as the Highland emigrants, which were numerous in 
the province, he would be able to raife a large force 
and make a confiderable divcrfion. Bimahe W’atch- 
ful eye of jealoufy wdrich feldom fuffers the fmalleft 
• hints given by an enemy to efcape an interpretation, 
perceived the defigns of the Governor. Before his 
defign could be eiTcftcd, the moving of fomc cannon 
fUrred up fuch a commotion among the people, that 
he found it necefiary to abandon his palace, and to 
retire aboard a floop of war in Cape Fear river. — 
The people upon this occafion difeovered powder, 
{hot, ball, and various military {lores and implements 
that had been buried In the palace-garden and yards. 
This ferved to inflame them exceedingly, every man 
confidcring It as if it had been a 'plot againft himfelf 
in particular. In other refpecis the province followed 
the example of tlicii* neighbours in South Carolina, by 
eftablifliing a council and committee of fafety, with 
' other fubflittucs for a regular and permanent govern- 
ment. They alfo purfued the fame method of pro- 
viding for defence, ol raifing, arming, and fupporting 
forces, and of training the militia, and (liewed equal 
vigour and readinefs in all their proceedings. The? 
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jirovincial congrefs publiflicd an addrefs to the Inha- 
hicants, of the fame nature with feveral orliers that 
have been mentioned, containing the ftroi^ell expref- 
fions of loyalty and affefHon, and declaring an earneit 
dehre of reconciliation. Such were the proceedings 
in the fouthern colonies during this feafon ; — but we 
nuifl now return to the proceedings in Mafl'achufetts- 
Bay, and particularly of the armies in and about 
Podon. 

General Gage having returned to England the be- 
ginning of October, the command in chief devolved 
upon General Howe. — Thi* officer foon after his 
taking upon him the command ifl'ued a proclamation, 
by which fuch of the inhabitants as attempted to quit 
the town without licence, were condemned to mili- 
tary execution, if detedted and taken ; and if they 
efcaped, to be proceeded againft as traitors, and their 
effedts to be forfeited,— By another proclamation, 
•fuch as obtained permillion to leave the town, w'ere 
by feverc penalties excluded from carrying more than 
a fmall fpecified Aim of money along with them. He 
alfo enjoined Agning and entering into a.n aflbeiation, 
by which the remaining inhabitants offered their per- 
fons for the defence of the town, and fuch of them 
as he approved of w'cre to be armed, formed into 
companies, and were to be infiruefed in military ex- 
creifes and difcipline, the remainder being obliged to 
pay their quotas in money towards the comfnon de- 
fence. 

The limited time for which the folJiers in the pro- 
vincial army before Boffon W'ere inlillcd, was near a- 
bout expired, and it w'as nectffary that fome meafures 
fliould be taken for fupplying tlieir place. A com- 
piictee of the general congr<;fs, courilling of fome of 
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the mofl refpc(^al)le men^bers, were fent thither to 
take the necelTary ineafures, in conjunciion with Ge- 
neral Wadtiugron, for keeping it from diibanding. — 
This was a work of fmall difficulty, for the whole ar- 
my iulifted for an year to come, for certain. Of all 
the difficulties which the Americans met in attempts 
towards eftabliffiing a military force, nothing alTcftcd 
them fo gricvoufly, or was fo hard to remedy as gun- 
powder. For though they ufed the utinoll diligence 
in colledling nitre, and all the other parts of the 
manufacture, the rcfource from their indiiflry was flow 
and with regard to any confiderable eflect it was dif- 
tant. They had not yet opened that commerce, nor 
entered into thofe mcafures with foreign ftates, which 
have fmee procured them a fupply of military ftores. 
The fcarcity of powder was fo great, that it was fai J 
the troops at Bunker’s Hill had not a Angle charge left 
at the end of that Ihort engagement ; and it is a!fo faid 
by fome that the weaknefs of the army before Bof- 
ton in that refpcCl vras at one time fo great, that no- 
thing but General Howe’s ignorance of that circum- 
ftance could have faved them from being difperfed 
and ruined. They left notliing undone to fupply that 
defeft, and among other temporary expedients had 
contrived to purclinfe without notice or fufpicion all 
the powder upon the African coafl, and plundered^ 
the magazines on the ifland of Bermuda of about too 
barrels, which was carried olF, as was pretended, 
without the knowledge of the inhabitants. 

While plundering, threatening, and hoflility was 
conflantly carried on upon the fea coafl, the town of ^ 
Falmouth in the northern part of MalTaclmfetts-Bay, 
was doomed to fliare in the calam.ities which were 
difpenfed to Norfolk in Virginia, upon OClobcr i8, 
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on account o*^foaie violence or^inifl^ehaviour relative 
to the loading o£ a niall-lhip, drew the vengeance of. ' 
the Admiral in that ftation upon this d,evoted place, 
and occafioned an order for its dellruftion. 

The officers \vho commanded the Hups upon that 
occalion, gave two hours previous notice to the inha- 
bitants to provicle for their fafety, and this time was 
further enlarged till next morning, under the cover o)F, 
a negotiation for delivering their artillery and finall 
arms at the price of faving the town. This however 
they refufed to comply with, but had made, ufe of the 
intermediate time in removing as many of their effefts 
as they could procure carriages tor, or as the dark- > 
nefs and the confufion of the night would adpiit. 

About nine o’clock in the morning a cannonade 
was begun and continued with little intermiffion thrb' 
the c^y. Above 3000 ffiot, betides bombs and car- 
cafe^, were thrown into the town, and the^failors 
landed to compleat the deftrU(tHon, but wp'e repulfe d 
with the lofs of a few men.' The principal part ‘of 
the town which lay next the water, -conlitling of about 
130 ^dwelling-houfes, 278 ^ores and, W'arehoufcs, 
with a large new churcii, a newhandfome court- 
houfe, with the public Ubrary, were reduced'to atles ; 
about too of the wortl houfesbeing favoured by their 
fituation and diflance, efcaped detiruftion, though not 
without damage. Tho’ the fcttlements in this quar-. 
ter were new, being moftly eilabli&ed fmee the lad. 
war, this fmall town was amazingly thriving, being 
lituated on a fine harbour, and having a very confider- 
able trade, fo that it was computed to contain about 
600 families, though little more than one-third of that 
number of dwelling-houfes. The burning of church- 
es and libraries is a 'new fpecies of warfare, left to 
' • F ■ ■ ' ■ ‘ the 

by Google 



HISTORY OF 




A. D, 177& 


the improvemetjt^of this polite age to be praftifed by 
a people who boaft of their civilization, humanity, and 
politenefs. In the mofl barbarous ages, churches, 
colleges, and feminaries of learning were held facred 
by all parties, and it was never known, that cither in 
the civil wars or in any foreign ones that Englillimen 
waged war with learning and religion. This fpccies 
of warfare was left to difgracc the prefent age, and 
to be handed down as a reproach to the government 
of Britain to the lateft pofterity. 

The deftruftion of Falmouth provoked the Congrefs 
to the laft degree, and probably pulhed on the af- 
lembly of Maffachufetts-Bay to the daring meafure of 
granting letters of marque and reprifals, and eftablifli- 
ing couns of admiralty for the trial and condemnation 
of Britifh fliips. In this law they declare an intention 
of only defending the coafts and navigation of Ame- 
rica, extending the power of capture only to fuch' 
Ihips as Ihould be employed in bringing fupplies to the 
armies employed againfl: them. From this time they 
did all that was in their power t* feize fuch Ihips as 
brought fupplies to the troops. 

During the courfe of the fummer, articles of confe- 
deration and perpetual union between the feveral colo- 
nies which were already aflbeiated, with liberty of 
admiffion to thofe of Quebec, St. John^s, Nova Scotia, 
the two Floridas and Bermudas, containing rules of 
their general government in peace and war, both with 
refpeft to foreigners and each other, were drawn up 
by the general congrefs, and by them tranfinitted to 
their different colonies for the infpeftion and confider- 
ation of their refpeftive affemblies. If thefe articles 
met with their approbation, they were to empower 
their delegates to the enfuing congrefs to ratify and 
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confirm them; and from that time the union which 
they efiablifhed was to continue firm until, befides a 
redrefs of grievances, reparation was made for the 
Ioffes fuftained by Bofton, for the burning of Charles- 
town, for the expences of the war ; and until the Bri- 
tifh troops were withdrawn from America: — When 
thefe events fhould take place, the colonies were to , 
return to their former connections and friendfhip with 
Great Britain ; but on failure thereof, the confedera- 
tion was to be perpetual. 

The people in general were not however fufHcient- 
ly provoked, nor their affcftions and prejudices fuffi- 
ciently broken, to accede-to a confederacy, tho’ con- 
ditionally framed and worded, which yet led to a to- 
tal feparation from the mother country. For tho 
they had taken up arms, and oppofed the government, 
yet ftill it was general, under the hope of obtaining 
thereby a redrefs of grievances ; and that being the 
more near and agreeable objeft, they would not wil- 
lingly look to any thing further, efpecially to one fo 
dreadful as a total feparation. It required more time 
in the contemplation of real or fuppofed injuries, and 
in fpeculation upon future ones, together with frefh 
and conftant fources of irritation, to arrive' at that 
habit' of hatred and vexation, which was neceffary to 
break the ties of fo Ipng a continuance, to render fo 
new an idea familiar. 

When the autumn approached, and appearances of 
plenty gave the colonifts grounds to conjeClure what 
might be fpared out of the abundance of a plentiful 
harveft, it was refolved by the congrefs that if the late 
reftraining laws were not repealed within fix months 
from the 20th of July, on which they commanded that 
the cuffom-houfcs fliould be every where Ihut up,and 

their 


Digitiied by Google 



44 H I S T O R Y O F A. D. 1771?. 

I ^ ^ • 

iheir ports from fliat time to be open to every flate iti 
Europe wblch would admit and prote^ their com- 
merce, free of all duties, and for every kind of com- 
modity excepting only teas and the merchandize of 
Great Britain and her dependencies. And the more 
to encourage fordgners to engage to trade with 
them, they paffed a refolution that they would to the 
utmoft of their pov/er maintain .'and fupport fuch free- 
dom of commerce for tw’o years certain, after its corn- 

* , V » * 

mencement, notwithftanding any reconciliation wdth 
Great Britain, and as much longer as the prefent ob- 
noxious laws fhould continue. They alfo immedi- 
ately fiifpcnded the non-importation agreement in 
favour of ail ftiips that ftiould bring gunpowder, nitre, 
fulphur, good mufquets fitted with bayonets, or brafs 
field pieces, fuch fliips to be deduffed in return wdth 
the full value of their cargoes. 

About the clofe of the year, the general congrefs 
publiflied a declaration as an anfv/er to the royal pro- 
clamation, for fuppreffing rebellion and fedition, which 
was iffued at St James's' on the 23d of Augiift. In 
this declaration they denied the charges of forgetting 
their allegiance, of treafon and rebellion, and took 
particular notice of the dangerous tendency and 
indiferiminate nature of a claufe prohibiting, under 
the fevereft penalties, the carrying on of -any corfe- 
fpondence from England with any perfons in rebel- 
lion, or the aiding or abetting of fuch. But not con- 
tent with critical obfervations, they conclude with a 
declaration in name of the people of the United Co- 
'lonies, that w’hatever punifitment fiiall be inflift- 
V ed upon any perfon in the power of their enemies, 
for favouring, aiding, or abetting the caufe of A- 
mericah liberty, flioulJ be retaliated in the fiime 
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kind and the fame degree upon thefe in their poAver, 
Awho have favoured, aided or abetted, or fhould favour 
or abet the fyllem of minifterial opprellion. 

We ftiall leave for a- while the political manoeuvres 
of both fides, and give a more particular account of 
the armies within and about Bolton. 

By the delays and misfortunes which the tranfports^ 
arid viftuallers from England and Ireland experienced 
our forces in Bolton were reduced to great dillrefs. 

What added to tlte affliftions which they already 

fuffered, was the mortification that they had of feeing 
feveral velfels which were laden with necelTaries and 
comforts of life, taken in the very entrance of the 
harbour ; whillt different circumltances of tide, wind, 
or fituation, difabled the Ihips of war from preventing 
the mifchief. The lofs of moll of the coal Ihips 
was feverely felt, as fuel could not be procured, 
and the climate rendered that article indifpenfible. 
The miferable inhabitants were llill in a more deplor- 
able condition. Detained againlt their will, cut off 
from all intercourfe with their friends, expofed to all 
the confequences of that contempt and averfion, with 
which a great part of them were regarded by the fol- 
diers, and at the fame time in want of every neceffafy 
of life. Grievous however as this fituation was,' it 
ferved as a fort of refuge to thofe who were either 
'zealous in favour of the king’s government, or fo dif- 
fatisficd with the new Itate of things that they could 
no longer live with comfort, fome of them hardly 
with fafety in their homes. 

It was now greatly dreaded that the military llores 
would fail, and fait provifions at lall grew fcarce. — 
The troops at Bunkers-hill fuffered great hardlhips, 
being obliged to lye in tents all the winter, under the 
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dri ving fnows, and expofed to the almofl intolerable 
winds of the climate in that feafon, with which the 
ftrift and conftant duty occafioned by the (Irength and 
nearnefs of the enemy, rendered that fervice exceed- 
ingly fevere both to the private men and the olEcers. 
Many and various attempts were made to remedy and 
leffen fome of the wants that now prevailed in the ar- 
my. That of firing, which was mod immediately and 
intolerably prefling, was in fome mcafure relieved by 
the defiruftion of houfes. It mufl: undoubtedly have 
been a bitter rcflcftion to men of any feelings to think 
of the caufe of pulling down the dwellings and habit- 
ations of their own brethren and friends to fupply the 
necellity of wants created by yielding obedience to an 
authority to which the conflitution never had nor 
could give any fanftion. Severe affliclions brought 
on in the courfe of providence, in which men have 
themfelves no active hand, may be borne with patience 
and fortitude, in hopes of better things ; but when 
men rufh wilfully in’’o miferies, by purfuing either 
doubtful or manifeftedly bad meafures, reflexion adds 
much to their fuffcrings. The commander in chief 
who had in the Britilh fenate declared his opinion 
concerning this unjufl and ruinous war, could not but 
feel the pangs of remorfe, in now b’ing a chief agent 
in bringing miferies both upon himfelf and his fellow- 
fubjefts. When the ideas of honour and heroifm are 
direftly oppofed to juflice and confcience, they will 
be found tvanting in their influence to fupport a man 
in extreme diftrefj, provided he has the fmallefl degree 
of fenfibilitv. 

The attempts made to procure provifions were not 
attended with great fuccefs. Some vclTels were fent 
to Barbadoes to procure what could be had of fuch 
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neceffaries as the ifland afforded, and by the affiftance 
of the Governor a very moderate' quantity was ob- 
tained; and it was fuppofed, and not withont reafon, 
that had the matter been fully known, they Would 
not have fucceeded fo well as they did. Thefe ifland- 
ers being now cut off from their ufual relources, and 
having, as they faid, a famine ftaring them in the 
face, with 8 o,»oo blacks, and 20,000 white people 
to feed, and no fufficient flock in band, nor any cer-‘ 
tain fupply in profpeff , could not be fuppofed to fpare 
much for the relief of the army at Boflon. The 
' conduft of the Governor was loudly complained of,' 
and occafioned a direff addrefs to the King from the 
affcmbly, fetting forth in a detail their own melancho- 
ly fituation, and imprudence of the ,conduff of the 
Governor. 

As neceffity is one of thofe laws which roufes the 
human faculties to invention, and makes men try every 
poffibk meafure to relieve themfelyes, another fcheme 
was fallen upon to fupply the troops with provifions 
and neceffaries. A detachment of marines, with an 
armed fhip, and fome tranfports were fent to Sa- 
vannah in Georgia, with a view, as the event feemed, 
to carry off cargoes of rice and other provifions, 
whether by force or otherwife. The militia there- 
fore however took to their arms, and would not 
permit them to land, nor the fhips to hold any correi ' 
fpondence with the fhore. In the courfe of the de- 
bate which arofc upon this occafion, fome officers 
belonging to the colony were feized and detained on 
board the fhips, and their releafe being haughtily re- 
fufed,and other provoking circumflances occurring ort 
- both fides, fome batteries were fpeedilyerefted by the ' 
militia, on the banks of the river, and an engagement 
• with 
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■with , cannon and fmall arms took place, in which fomc 
blood was fpilt, and feven loaded veffels belonging to 
the colony, and which the commanders of the King’s 
armed velTels, by fome collufions with the captains 
and owners, had got poffeffion of, and whofe cargoes 
would have effeftually anfwered their purpofe, were 
defignedly burnt in the conflift. 

In this ftate of matters with the King’s forces, the 
provincials before Boftonwere well covered, and well 
fupported in their lines. They waited with the great- 
efl anxiety for the fetting in of the froft, 'which in that . 
part of the world fets in about Chrihmas, and gene- 
rally covers the harbour and all the adjoining rivers 
and creeks with a furface of folid ice. They found- 
ed their great hopes upon this as a moft powerful af- 
fiftant, by whofe aid they had not only extended their 
views to the recovery of the town, but to the feizure 
and deftruftion of the fleet, as well as of the land for- 
ces. 

The opennefs and mildnefs of the winter difappoint- 
cd thofe fanguine hopes ; for the weather was uncom- 
monly mild, and the frofts had none of thefe eflefts 
which they fanguinely expefted. Their expeftation 
probably had fome influence upon their operations, 
and their continuing more quiet than they otherwife 
'Would have done. The arrival of a copy of the Kihg’s 
fpeech, with an account of the fate of the petition 
from the continental congrefs, is reported to have ex- 
cited the greatefl; degree of rage and indignation a- 
mongft them ; as an evidence of their indignation, 
they burnt his Majefty’s fpeech publicly in the camp, 
and on this occaflbn they changed their colours from 
a plain red ground which they had hitherto ufed, to a 
flag with thirteen ftripes, as a lymbol of the union and 
number of the colonies. Some 
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‘ 5orae veffels at length arrived at Bofton from Bri- 
tain and Ireland, which in fome meafure alleviated the 
diftreffes of the King’s forces in the town and the 
camp ; and though the winter was not fo fevere as to 
anfwer the expeftations of the provincials, the climate 
had fo much influence as to make both parties fond 
of their eafe, to check the fpirit of enterprize, and to 
prevent the eflufion of blood : fo that for near three 
months a great quiet prevailed. 

During this Rate of affairs, the American cruizers 
and privateers, though exceedingly poor and con- , 
temptible, being for moll part no better than whale- 
boats, grew daily more numerous and fuccefsful 
againft the tranfports and ftore-liiips, and among a 
multitude of other prizes had the fortune of taking 
one which gave a new colour to their military opera- ' 
tions. This was an ordnance fliip from Woolwich,' 
which had feparated from her convoy, and being 
herfelf of no force, was taken without defence by a' 
fmall privateer. This veffel contained, befides a 
fmall mortar upon a new conflriiftion, feveral pieces 
of fine brals cannon, a large quantity of fmall arms 
and ammunition, with all manner of tools, utenfiis, and 
machines neceffary for camps, and artillery in the 
greateR abundance. The lofs of this fliip' was much • 
refented in England, and occafioned fome fevere rc- ' 
fieftions upon the admiralty, both within and without.* 
doors, for hazarding a cargo o.f fuch value and im- 
portance in a defencelefs veffel. This fliip and cargo 
gave new Rrengfh to the provincials, and furniflied 
them' with many things they Rood much in need of. 
Bcfide^ it gave them frefli fpirits when they per- 
ceived what they could do by properly exerting their 
ftrength, and the natural powers and opportunities 
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which Providence had given them. Tllefe fucceffcs 
by fea made them more attentive, and caufed them, 
in all quarters to keep a lharp look out, while the 
King’s fleet were through necefliry confined to the 
harbour of Boflon. It indeed highly provoked and 
chagrined the army in the town and on Bunker’s 
liill, to fee pro\ifions and other necelTaries jull 
fuatchcdfrom them before their eyes, ^nd when their 
hopes were at the height of expeclaiion of polTelling 
them. Notwithflanding thefe fevere difappoiiitments, 
the town and camp remained quiet and uumolefted by 
the enemy until the end of February. 

When all things fceined in perfeft calm on both 
fides, the tranquility of Boftou was on the beginning 
of March unexpeftedly diflurbed by fome hidden and', 
unexpe£fed movements on the fide of the colonifts. 
This was faid to be occafioned by the Congxefs re- 
ceiving intelligence of ihe prohibitory aifts, and of- 
hiring foreign troops ; upon this information, they 
hnmediately difpatched inflruftioils to General Walh- 
ington, totally to change the mode of carrying on the 
war, and to bring the affair at Bofton to the fpeedieil 
decillon that was poffible, in order that the array 
might be difengaged, and at liberty to oppofe the 
new dangers with which they were threatened. 
Whatever might be the reafons of this hidden altera- 
tion of affairs, a battery was opened at a plaee called 
Phipps’s Farm, near the fide of the water, on the 
night of the 2d of March, from whence a fevere bom- 
bardment and cannonade was carried on againil' the . 
town, and repeated on the enfuing nights. This 
greatly alarmed the army in the town, and all hands 
were bufily employed in quenching fires, and extin- 
guilliing the fl.*mcs^of houfes, the ufaal attendants of 
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fuch an attack. While they were employed in this 
fort of exercife, they faw with inexprclTible furprize, 
on the morning of the 5th of March fome confider- 
able works appear bn the bther fide of the town upon 
the heights of Dorchefter Point, which had been 
erefted in the preceding night, and from whence a 
twenty-four pounder and a bomb battery were foon 
after opened. Some Britilh oflicers that were pre- 
fent confefled that the expedition with which thefc 
works were thrown up, with their hidden and unex- 
pected appearance, recalled .to their minds thofe 
wonderful (lories of enchantment and iavifible agency 
^vhich are fo frequent in the Eallern Romances. — 
They w'ere ready to imagine that they had got into 
Fairy land, where fpiritual agency is fuppofed to fup- 
ply the place of bodily exertions. They could not 
however but confider, that they were now dealing 
With a people that were in earned, and who w'ere not 
inferior to themfclves in indudry, to fupport the caufe 
they were engaged in. Both the art and the indudry 
of the colonids began now’ to be alarming to Our 
troops ; they perceived that the men whom they had 
been taught to defpife as cowards and poltroons, were 
now their equals, if not their fuperiors, both in appli- 
cation and intrepidity^ The fituation of our army 
was now very critical. The new works, along with' 
thofe which it is evident would be fpeedily condruCt- 
ed on fome neighbouring hills, would command the 
town and a confiderable part of the harbour and 
■beach, from Whence an embarkation mud take place 
.in the event of a retreat, and tender the cominunica- 
tion between the troops in the works at Bodon neck 
and the main body, didicuh and dangerous. 
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til thefe circumftances no alternative remamea bur 
to abandon the town, or diflodge the enemy, and de- 
ftroy the new works. General Howe ’.adopted the 
latter, and took the necelfary meafures for the em- 
barkation on that very evening, for five regiments, 
with the light infantry and grenadiers, upon a fervice- 
which the whole army muft of courfe have ultimately 
been engaged in. Providence at this time fruftrated 
the defigns of the General, and probably for his own 
good, for had he proceeded to attack the work, it is' 
not improbable that hii whole army w’’ould have beerr 
ruined. The provincials were eager for a battle, and? 
they were provided for an attack, and would have- 
made fuch a reliltance as would have been fatal to 
our army. 

This defign was frufiratedby a violent ftorm, W'hich 
raged that night, and rendered an embarkation im- 
poffible, and fo faved the lives of many brave men, 
which muft have fallen in fuch a rafli encounter. — 
— Whatever intrepidity there might be in General . 
Howe’s in!ention on this oceafion, it does nor appear 
that his purpofe was di^ftated by wifdom ; for before 
he had ftornied the works of the enemy, his army 
muft have been greatly thinned,, and the colonifts' 
were likely after that to have flood theiir ground, 
and to have drfputed every inch with his Excellency 
for the palm of viftory. Bunker’s Hill might h-avc 
taught the General what the provincials could do, 
even when they were but indifferently armed, and ill 
provided with ammunition ; and now, that they were - 
greatly reinforced and fupplied with ftores, arms, 
and ammunition of all forts, th^ were not likely to 
give way fo eafily, but to ufe their utmoft -power to 
be revenged upon meu whom they confidered as in- 
vaders 
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Taders of their country, and murderers of their friends. 
I’iie General’s fcheme was the very fcheme the co- 
lonifts wanted him to purfue, and had he purfued 
his defign, his whole army njuft have been cut olF., 

It is not however to be wondered at, that with an 
high fenfe of the Britifli military honour, as well as of 
his own, the General fliould hazard much, rather than 
fubmit to the indignity of abandoning the town. He 
commanded a force which he knew had been confi- 
dered and reprefented here as fufficient to look down 
all the oppofition in America; and which in reality, 
with refpeft to the number of regiments, if not of men, 
the excellency of the troops, the charafter of the ol- 
ficers, and the powerful artillery which they polTcf- 
fcd, would have been rcfpeftable in any country, and 
dangerous to any enemy. With fuch troops to give 
np that town which had been the original caufe of 
the war, and the conftant objeft of contention fince it 
commence ?, to a raw and undifcipllned militia, feemed, 
exclufive of all other ill confequences, a difgrace not 
to be borne. But thefe brave men had by a variety 
of events, and perhaps it Will be thought, and not 
without good reafon, through original error and. niif 
conduft in the arrangement of the w'ar, been reduced 
to fuch circumftances, and hedged in in fuch a man- 
ner, that no means were left for the exertion of their 
force and courage ; that they were now fubjefl: to: 
the greateft danger, without affording any profpe^ of 
fuccefs. The wiki roJa montade of Britiflt valour, 
which had been refounded through all corners of 
the empire, were now proved to be only empty 
founds, without any meaning ; for tho’ Britilh troops 
will fight as well as any others, when under a proper 
influence, yet there is nothing in either the meti.cir 
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the country that gives cLiim to an exclufive monopo- 
' ly of bravery. They were now fighting with their 
own countrymen, animated with the ftrong infpiring 
fpirit of liberty, with all that is dear to mankind at the 
point of their fwords, and not with men w'ho were 
fighting for the honour of 'i grand ?nonarcb, whofe in- 
tereft and theirs are very diiferent. Though the 
idea of military glory may infpire fome officers that 
have fuffered their minds to roam in the field of ro- 
mance, and have, through an habit of thinking, 
wrought up their minds to think it a glory to die in 
battle, yet the common foldiers are not acquainted 
with fuch refinement, but both feel and fear natural 
evils, efpecially when their confciences hint to them 
fome doubt concerning the juftice of the caufe of a 
w^ar. 

Fortune, or in better phrafe. Providence prevented 
the perilous trial which the General propofed. On 
the day that fucceeded the temped the dcOgn w'as re- 
fumed ; but on a clofcr infpeftioii new difficulties a- 
V rofe : it was difeovered that a new work had been 
thrown up, which was much dronger than any of the 
former, and that the whole were now fo complcatly 
fortified, that all hope of forcing them was at an end. 
It now alfo became evident that Bodon was not a 
place very happily chofen for the improvement of any 
advantage which might be obtained towards the re- 
duftion of the colonies. This was forefeen by many 
from the beginning, but the minidry, who were fo fure 
of conquering the colonids with a few grenadiers afid 
red coats, thought all places equally eafily fubdued^ 
It was an infatuation which from the beginning of 
this ruinous war had podefled all its friends, that 
they hare always hooded of their own drength and 
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defpifed their enemies; from the meancfl; court toad- 
eater to»the miuiiler himfelf, nothing was ever to be 
heard but the founds of the tiilories, valour, and in- 
trepidity of the Briiifti troops; when after all, every 
year has been attended with repeated Ioffes, difap- 
pointment, and difgrace. People that think gravely, 
and -believe in providence, have all along inferred, 
that there has been fomevhing of a divine hand in our 
prefent difalters, and that the national infidelity and 
wickednefs has had a great ftiare in our misfortunes, 
while others reciprocate the blame upon each ocher, 
and endeavour to clear themfeivcs of having an hand 
in the mifmanagement, but have done every thing for 
the bell. In ages pall, which w'e, now turned a po- 
lite people, call barbarous, it was always the fafltion 
in going to war to confider providence as the bell al- 
ly, and for that rcafon our fathers feldom negle<fled to 
yfe the proper means to procure the affillance there- ' 
of, blit this is now accounted a vi'eaknefs and imbcf 
cility of mind, unworthy ef an enlightened age. 

Upon viewing the fituation of the rebels, and the 
refolution which they lliewed to make a vigorous re- 
finance, if not a bold attack upon our men, nothing 
remained but to abandon the town, and to convey the 
troops, artillery, and (lores aboard the (liips. This 
laft refort was not 'free of dilHculty. This part of 
the hiftory of the war is very differently reprefented. 
Goveniment'Writers affirm that the enemy remained 
quiet dur^ag the time* of the embarkation, and made 
not the fipallcft attempt to give the troops any difturb- 
ance, whilfe others, and fome who were prefent W'it- 
^effes and bact a fhare of the difafter, have affirmed that 
,our troops fuffered prodigioully by an heavy fire from 
;the provincials, owing, as they aflinn, to a breach of 
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agreement on the part of General Howe, who had 
engaged with Wafliington to remove peaceably, and 
not deftroy any of the llores which he did not carry 
away, nor touch the works and fortifications of the 
town. Tliis agreement was broken by the Englilh 
General, it is faid, upon which the enemy opened 
their batteries upon our men, and defiroyed many of 
them in the embarkation. This can hardly be belief, 
ed of General Howe, who is a man of honour and ve- 
racity, and mull certainly have proceeded from fome 
other caufe. The minidry have declared that there 
Was not any convention or agreement between the 
two Generals, though it has been generally under- 
ftood that the faving of the town depended upon fome 
fort of convention between them. It is not yerypro- 
bable that the Engiifli troops would have left Bofton 
without demolilliing it, had there not been fome pro- 
mife made on both fides fat tliis purpofe. Had the 
troops fet fire to the town before the embarkafion, 
the provincials would have attacked them w'ith all 
their force, and probably liavc ruined the whole ar- 
my, but as they did not fiir at t!ie fidl till the embark- 
ation was alraoft finrflied, it gives reafon to conclude 
that there was fome agreement which fome of the 
foldiers might break through, when they thought they 

were nearly fafe from the attack of their enemy. 

Tlii^ might happen without the General’s knowledge. 
That there was a defign of burning the town, is 
confirmed from combuflibles being laid ,and ready for 
firing in different parts of the town, and that tlie feleft 
men were permitted to go out and hold a conference 
with General Wafltington upon the fubjefl. This 
feems not to have been comradifted on either hand. 

Notwitliihuiding 
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NotwiihftAndi'ng all the fecliriiy that was takchy 
the embarkation could not be regulated as could 
have been wilhed, though ten days were Tpeftt in the 
carrying it intd execution j fttany diforders and feme 
lofs happened. through. haftc, precipitation, and hurry. 
It refembled more the emigration of a nation, and the 
breaking up of a camp, than a fimple embarkation. — ■ 
Fifteen hundred of the inhabitants, whofe attachment 
to the royal caufe had rendered them obnoxious to 
their countrymen, incumbered the tranfports with 
their families and effects. The officers were great 
fufferers on this occafltui ; they had laid out their mo* 
ney upon furniture, and fuch other conveniences as 
were neceflary :to render their fituation agreeable •, 
but no purchafers could be found for thefe effefts, 
and it would have been extreme cruelty to many of 
them to have been under the neceffity of leaving their 
whole fubftance behind them. The foldiers were ein- 
barrafTed with continual duty, and all carriages and 
labourers that could be procured in the town were of 
courfe monopolized by the emigrant inhabitants.— — 
Every perfon had fome private concern which was 
lufficient to employ his time and thoughts. The fick 
and wounded, women and children, called for every 
care and attention ; and of courfe encrcafed the eiu- 
baraffinent and diltrefs. It will be eafy to fuppolc 
fome part of the confufion incident to fuch ciicum- 
ftances. 

The General was in a pitiable fituation ; but he 
bore it with great fortitude, and conduced tlie 
whole with great temper and addrefs. Some difcoi;-' 
tents appeared. Which were to be endured and alia) - 
Ted. Scarcity of provifions and ill fuccefs always breed 
difeontents in camps, and as many, both office is and 
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foldiers, were not' alt'd'getter hearty iii the ivari- 
were on that account-more ready to coitiplain*-- This 
was ihTamemcafure:the-cafe 5 upoiiitliis'bccafionJ The 
General' having received no advices' from ■ England 
lince the preceding month of Oiflobcr^theyjconfidefcd 
themfelves in a great meafure -^abandonedy and. left 
to extricate - themfelves as ' they could' out;- of: the 
unfortunate fituation in which'they wereMinvdlvedJ’— * 
Mutual difcontents and jealoufies' prevailed {’between 
the army and navy ; each attplbuting to ^he . other * the 
caufe of fome part of that uneafinefs hfelf "felt. 1 ‘Dif- 
contents are exceedingly fruitful ; one generates' many 
others dfl a very (hort fpaceiof time;* ''The intended 
voyagC' ta Halifax • was fubje^.' to circumftances of a 
very alaiming natuVe.' '^the coaft, which is at alt times 
dangerous,- was dreadfully fo at this ienip'eftuoiis' c- 
quihoxiahfcafon, and -the multitude of Which 

amounted' to 1 50,- increafed the. difficulties:' ancUippre- 
henfion*' ' As the bighnor H-eaH: winds now prevailed^ 
theywere'alfo liable to be blown- off to the Weftln- 
dies, without a' flock of pro vifions^ in 'any degree 
eieht-to* fubfifl them -in fuch a paflhge. ./ And w^hat 
rendered matters ftilf more* irkfome,- they were, going, 
to a barren mrferable country, which was 'incapable 
of affording thofe reliefs -which they do mach' wanted* 
h could not efcape the obfervation, and was highly 
vexing to the military j that- all this dangerous voyage 
when Gompleated, was direcftly fo much out of their 
way. ‘ They were gbhig to the northern, extremities- 
of the continent, wfien their bufmei^ day in theifoutli- 
ernyor at lead about the centre. •. . .* . ' 

'The iieceflity* of their- prefent .fituation left na 
choice of meafurtsj and ^ regret -W^as ufelefs, Upocr 
March 17, as the rear embarked, -General Wafliing- 
ron marched into the towm with drums beating, co- 
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?ours flying, and in all the triumph of victory. And, 
indeed it was a compleat viftory for the prefent, fee- 
ing he had made troops that were reckoned invinci- 
ble, abandon a town which they had fortified as well 
as they could, with'-all the precipitation that ufually 
happens in. fignal' defeats. The evaluation of Boltoa 
which in the ftile of the day was called only a change 
of pofition, was certainly a> flight under as great ap- 
prehenfions of fear and deftruftion as ever happened 
to anya.rmy. The marks of fear and hurry were vi- 
fible in what they left behind them. They left a con- 
fiderable quantity of artillery and (lores upon Bunker- 
hill and Boflon-neck, which they had notrime to car- 
ry off,' through hurry and fear j and though they at- 
tempted to render the cannoa ilnferviceable, the hur- 
ry which than prevailed prevented that defign. 

They threw feme mortars^ and cannon into the wa- 
ter, which : were afterwards weighed by the people . 
of the .town., , But; all ckcuntftanccs concur to fliew 
what influence panic and dread had upon them in the > 
enabarkaiion. ' 

When- General Wafliingron entered the town, he 
was received, byi the remaining inhabitants, and ac- 
knowledged iby the refugees, who now. recovered 
their ancient pofieflion with every mark of gratitude 
and refpeft that could be poffibly fliew'u to a deliverer. 
The affembly of the province w'ere not lefs zealous 
ia their public acknowledgements. His anfwer 

was proper, modell, and lecominghis fituation. 

He fpoke like a. man that diltcoc pufue vain glory, 
but fought the welfare of his country, and maintained 
the natural rights of mankind. The policy of Bri- 
tain had made him' a rebel, but his country looked up- 
QP him as a faviour and deliverer. What is the genu- 
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iiie charafterof the parties concerned, time and after 
;iges will declare better than the prefent can do. 

Thus was the long contefted town of Bofton at 
length given up, the colony of Maffachufetis-Bay freed 
from a war, and left at liberty to adopt every meafure 
which could tend to its future ftrength and fecurity. 
Itwas above a week before the weather permitted 
the fleet to get clearly out of the harbour and road; 
but they were afterwards well compenfated in their 
])alTage, their voyage to Hallifax being fliorter and 
more happy than could have been reafonably expeft- 
cd. Severahftiips of war were left behind to protect 
the veflels which (hould arrive from England ; in 
which they were not perfectly fucccfsful. 'i'he great 
extent of the bay, with its numerous creeks and i- 
flands, and the number of fmall ports that furrounded 
ir, afforded fuch opportunities to the provincial arm-, 
ed boats, and privateers that they took a numbec of 
thofe which were ftill in ignorance that the town had 
changed its maflers. 

Upon the Britifli forces leaving Boflon. it might 
l:avc been expeffed, that they would have left agarri- 
fon in Caflle William to have kept the command of 
the harbour ; but this was not thought a fafe meafure. 
By the motions of the colonills, and particularly their’ 
taking their ftations on the neighbouring iflands, it 
was coiijeftiired that they intended to attack Caftle- 
Willianijthe pofleli'on of which would have been a 
means of Ihiuting up the (liii)s of war in the harbour. 
(General Howe before he left the place blew up the 
fortifications to render it unfervlceable for the time. 
It argues tiiat he was afraid of the expedition of the 
provincials, that they fliould even take the caflle be- 
fore he got the llups out of the harbour; this does 
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not faj' that he put much truft either in the valour of 
Iris troops, or the naval force he had in Bofton har- 
bour. Of all the defeats that have been given to the 
colonies fince the beginning of this difmal war, there 
does not appear to have been either as great figns of 
hurry or flight in any of them, as happened to the 
Bwtilh forces in this change of their pofition. 

General Wafhington was now in polTeflion of the 
capital of MaflTachufetts Bay ; but being ignorant of 
the deflination of the fleet, and apprchcnfive of an 
attempt ifpon New York, he detached feveral regi- 
ments for the proteftion of that city, on the very day 
upon which he took pofleflion of Bofton. The royal 
army were not as yet in a fituation which admitted of 
their undertaking any expedition. They wanted 
both provifions and refrefliment before they under- 
took any expedition of confequence. They did not, 
it was faid, exceed nine thoufand effeftive men, and 
were in other refpefts very ill provided. This array, 
which was three times more numerous than was 
thought fufficient to conquer America, was now, like 
the Trojans, fent to traverfe the lea to feek new ha- 
bitations, with a number of the inhabitants of Bofton, 
who had carried all they could along with them, in 
hopes of better times. This was a mortifying blow 
to the fchemes of the miniftry, who had given out 
that the fight of a few grenadiers would frighten the 
whole colonies into a compliance with their meafures. 
Their invincible troops were now obliged to abandon. 
Bofton before 4 new raifed militia, who were cowards 
accounted at home, that neither would nor could 
fight. 

The eftates and efteifts of thofe emigrants who ac- 
fO-npanied General Howe to Halifax w'ere ordered 
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to be fold, and the produce ;appli:ed to the public fcr- 
vice. Some who ventured to ftay behind, though 
they knew themfelves |Obnoxious to the prelent go- 
vernment, were brought to trial as public enemies 
and betrayers of their country ; and the ellates of 
fuch as were found guilty were confifcated in the fame 
manner. But nothing occupied fo much the mind of 
the people at Bollon, or had fo much attention paid 
to it by the province in general as the putting of that 
town in fuch a ftate of defence as might prevent a- re- 
petition of thofe evils which it lately experienced. 
For this purpofe the greatell diligence was ufed in 
fortifying the town and harbour, fome foreign engi- 
neers were procured to fuperintend the works, and 
every inhabitant devoted two days in the week to its 
conflruftion. Some have much doubted if Boftoa 
' can be rendered tenable againff an army, though the 
works may prefervc it from infult. It 'will not be 
ea<y, however, for a fleet to approach it, provided 
Caftle William is well fortifled and well manned, to 
defend the„harbour. No fleets or armies have at- 
tempted to moled that town Cnee General Howe's 
departure. 

. We had left Colonel Arnold before Quebec ; it 
will be neceflary to take a view of his proceedings 
before that city. While thefe things we have now 
related were carrying on at Bodon, the blockade of 
Quebec was continued by Arnold under great hard- 
ships and difCculties. Reinforcements arrived flow- 
ly, and the Canadians, who are exceedingly fickle and 
incondant, w’ere didieartened and wavering. Some 
have thought that the Congrefs W'cre unequal in con- 
duft as w'ell as refources, to the management of fo 
jnany operations at the fame timej and it is not to be 
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wondered at, if they (hould not be able to manage fo 
many -things at once according to their wifhes, when 
the government of Britain blundered fo egregionfly iii 
one 'leading objfeft; Whatever there' tvas in this, it 
is certain that theYuccours that were fent fuffcred in- 
crediWe hai^fhips in their march ; which they endured 
with' that- fortitude Which had hitherto diftinguiflied 
the provincials in this: war. On the other hand, Gen, 
Carletoa with 'his nfuab vigilance, Warded agairill 
every effort of frauds’ force, or furprize ; but as all 
fupplies were cut off froAi the countryj the inhabit- 
tants and garrif6n fuffered many diftrelfes. • • 

As the feafon approached in which' fiipplies 'from 
England were expefted, -the Americans grew mori 
aftive in their operations.^ They again renewed the 
fiege,andere£ted batteries, and made feveral attempts 
by fire-fhips and dtherwife to burn the‘ vcifels in the 
harbour,- •' Tbcy failed in thefe attempts, tho^ fome 
of them were executed -with great boldnefs and in- 
trepidity, ' Their troops were at one tiitte drawn 
and fcaling ladders, with every other preparation in 
readinefs for ftorming the town, daring the confufion 
which they expefled the fire would have produced. — 
Though they had not all the fuccefs they wiftied, they 
however burnt a great part of the fuburbs, and the 
remaining houfes being pulled down to prevent the 
fpreading of the flames, afforded a nvoft feafonable 
relief of fuel to the town, which had for-Tomc timfc 
been ‘exceedingly diftreffed for the want of that necef- 
lary. ? While matters were in this fituarion, upon 
the 25th of March, a party of Canadians which had 
been embodied by Mr Beaujeu with a defign of raif- 
ing the liege, were encountered and eafily difperfed 
by a detachment of the rebels. This gave fpirits to 
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the proTincials, but the elFcft was temporary and 
f:ou!J not laft long. Having failed in all their attempts 
of burning the town by bombs and hot balls, thei»* 
hopes of taking it by ftorm failed, while thefe ofia.^ing 
it by a regular fiege daily lelfened. Their artillery 
were too fmall, and light to do much execution 
a walled towq, well fortified, and though not'at;pre- 
fent well defended, yet it wasfupplied with a garrifon 
equal to the number of the befiegers. Although 
couliderable reinforcements arrived in the re a ote 
parts of the province, the various impediments of bad 
roads, and want of necelTaries fuitablc to the fervice, 
prevented them from joining the troops engaged in 
the fiege. In this Hate of defpondency, the fmall- 
pox, thefcourge and terror of the Weftern world, 
broke out, and made great ravages among them. 
Nor was the immediate effeft with refpecf to life and 
health the vvorft confequences of this calamity : for 
that diforder being confidered by the Americans as 
a plague, and regarded with all the horror incident 
to that name, the dreadful infection broke in upon 
every other confideraiion, and rendered it difficult, if 
not impraflicable, to fufiain difcipline, or preferv^ 
order. In this fituation they intended to raile the 
;fiege before the arrival of fuccours from England 
to the garrifon, which W'ere foon expeffed. Gene- 
ral Wooller had gone to Montreal to make prepara- 
tion nccclTary for facilitating that purpofe, when the 
Ifis man of war, and two frigates wliich had failed 
(from England, had forced their way through the 
•ice, and arrived at Quebec before it was practicable 
for the provincials to make a retreat. The unex- 
pected fight of the Ihips threw them into confufion, 
which was heightened by the immediate effeCl of 
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timing off all eomiminication ivith their forces on 
the different Tides of the river. 

Gcrierrd Carleton was too well verfed in inilitary 
affairs to lofe an opportunity ot feizing the advanta- 
ges which the prefent lituation afforded. A fonall de- 
tachment of land forces which arrived with the fiiips 
of war, together with the marines, being landed with 
the utmoft expedition, and joined to the garrifon up- 
on the 6th of May, the Governor marched immedi- 
ately to the provincial camp. He found every thing, 
there in the greateft confiiiion ; they had not 
even covered themfelves with an intrenchmem, 
and having already begun a retreat, upon the appear-^ 
ance of the King’s troops they fled, abandoning their 
artillery, fcaling ladders, add other matters of incum- 
brance. The flight was fo precipitate as fcarcely to 
admit of any execution, nor were the King’s troops 
in any condition for a purfuit, if prudence could even, 
have juftified the meafure; 

Thus Quebec was freed from a mixed fiege and 
blockade, after it had been inverted about five months,^ 
and Canada preferved by the fortitude and conflancy . 
of Geiiefal Carletort and the garrifon, winch did them 
great honour. From this time the provincials expe- 
rienced a continued feries of Ioffes and misfortunes in 
that provincci -The Governor fliewed himfelf wor- 
thy of his fuccefs, by an aft which immediately fuc- 
ceeded it, and which does credit to his humanity. — 
A number of fick and wounded provincials lay fcat- 
tcred about and hid in w'oods and villages, when they 
were In the greateft danger of perifliing under the 
complicated preffure of want, fear, and difeafe. To 
prevent this melancholy confequence, lie iffued a pro- 
clamation, commanding the proper oGcers to find 
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out iliefc unhappj’' perfons, and to afford them all ne- 
ceffary relief and affiftance at the public expence, 
whilll to render the benefit compleat, and to prevent 
obdinacy and apprehenfion from marring its effeft, 
he affured them that a* foon as they were recovered, 
they Ihould have their liberty to return to their re- 
fpeftive provinces. This was truly generous as well 
as humane, and fpcaks for General Carleton more 
than the greateft victory ccuid have done. Such a 
noble greatnefs of mind muff procure the efteem of 
his greateft enemies, and adorn his charafler in “the 
view of all worthy men. It is only a great man that 
can perform fuch noble and difinterefted deeds, and" 
foar above the mean and pitiful paffion of revenge 
and refentment. 

About the end of May, fcveral regiments frohi Ire- 
land, one from England, and another from General 
Howe, together with the Brunfwick troops, arrived 
fuccefiively in Canada, fo that the whole forces in the 
province, when complicated, were eftimated at about 
13,000 men. The general rendezvous was at the 
Three Rivers, which lies half way between Quebec 
and Mount Real, and at the computed diftance of a- 
bout ninety miles from each. This place lies on the 
north fide of the river St. Lawrence, and takes its 
name from the neighbourhood of one of the branch- 
es of a large river, whofe waters are difeharged thro* 
three mouths into that great refervior. 

The provincials after iheir flight from Qiiebec con- 
tinued to retreat till they arrived on the banks of the 
river Sorrel, which falls into the river St. Lawrence, 
about 140 miles'from Quebec, W'here they joined forae 
of their reinforcements that had not been able to pro- 
ceed farther to their afllftancc ; but they were now- 
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funk in their fpirits, and much enfeebled in their ac- 
tions ; and to compleat their misfortunes, the ftnall 
pox had fpread through all their quarters. Thefe 
difeouraging circumftances were not fiiihcient to damp 
the fpirits of their enterprifing leaders. Notwith- 
ftanding all their part fatigues and difappointments, 
they formed a very daring plan with great addrefs, 
which, had it fucceeded according to its intention, 
would have been feverely felt by the King’s forces. 
This plan was to furprife the Britifli troops at the 
Three Rivers ; which if it had taken place, and been 
attended with all the fuccefs it was capable of, might 
liave been ranked among- the moft confiderable mili- 
tary exploits of that nature ever performed. 

The Britifli and Brunfwick forces were at this 
time much feparated. A confiderable body was 
ftationed at Three Rivers under the command of Ge- 
neral Nifbet, lay near them on board the tranfports. 
The largefl-body was along with the Generals Carle- 
ton, Burgoyne, Philips, and the German General, 
Reidefal, in feveral divifions, by land and water, on 
their way from Quebec. The diftance from Sorrel was 
about fifty miles, and the feveral armed vefTels and 
tranfports full of troops, which had got up higher 
than Three Rivers lay full in the w^ay. In the face 
of all thefe dangers and difficulties, a body of about 
2COO men, under the command of Major-General 
Thompfon, embarked at. Sorrel in fifty boats, and 
coafiing the fouth fide of the lake St. Peter, tvhere 
the river St. Laurence fpreads to agreat extent, ar- 
rived at Newlet, from whence they fell down the ri- 
ver by night, and pafTed to the other fide, with an in- 
Wption of furprifmg the forces under the command 
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of General I’razer. The place called Three Rivers 
is rather to be confidered as a long village than a re- 
giilartown ; and the defign was to make the attack be- 
fore break of day, with a ftrong detachment, while 
two fmaller parties were drawn up in readinefs to co- 
ver or fiipport them, 

The circumftances concurring to give efTeft to th's 
defign, were too numerous to afl'ord any ftrong con- 
fidence of fuccefs. It was one of thofe hold under- 
takings which might have produced great advantages ; 
but it was of too perilous a nature for any thing Icfs 
than the moft defperate fituation tojufiify. The pro- 
vincials were neither fiifiiciently numerous, nor pro- 
vided with artillery for fuch a daring and dangerous 
encounter ; their troops were but iately raifed and 
unexperienced in the art of war, and they were now 
going to engage old troops under the command of 
great and experienced officers, furnifhed with, every 
thing neceflary for either attacking or refilling an e- 
nemy. Though the circumllanccs of the parties had 
been equal, the iffiue would fiill have been doubtful, 
asfomeofthe bell forces in Britain, and perhaps in 
the world, were under the command of great officers, 
whofc honour as foldiers and commanders of the bell 
troops, was likely to prevent them from behaving un- 
worthy of the charafter they had long fuflained. — 
There were many, if not every probable chance a- 
gainft the colonifts: they were uncertain of arriving 
at the time fxropofed, as conveyance of troops by wa- 
ter was exceedingly uncertain as to time. The fmall- 
ell fquall of wind on the lake might retard or inter- 
rupt their paffiage, and inllead of arriving at the time 
propofed, as aftually happened, they might be a great 
yfhiie longer in reaching the defired point. The at- 
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tempt v.'as therefore a moH; defperate entcrprize, 
fcarcely confiftcnt with any rules or maxims of com- 
mon prudence. 

They miffed their time by about an hour, and the* 
they paffed the armed fliips without obfervation, yet 
they were difeovered, and the alarm given at their 
landing. They afterwards got into bad grounds, and 
were involved in many difficulties, which threw them 
into diforder and confufion. In this condition they 
found General Frazer’s corps ready to receive them, 
having landed leveral light fix-pounders, which were 
played upon them with great execution. While they 
were thus engaged in the front, Brigadier Nefbit^ 
whofe tranfports lay higher up the river, landed his 
forces full on their way back. Nothing was now left 
but a retreat, the performance of which was a thing 
more to be wiflied for than reafonably expefted. 
Nefbit’s corps kept the fide of the river to prevent 
their efcape to their boats, while Frafer purfued them 
and galled them feverely with his light artillery. Be- 
tween both they were driven for fome miles through 
,a deep fwamp which they palled with inconceivable 
toil, expofed to confbnt danger, and enduring every 
degree of diftrefs. The Bririfii troops at length grew 
weary with the purfuit, and the wood afforded them 
a wifhed-for fhelter. The firfi: and fecond in com- 
mand, with about fwo hundred others, were taken 
prifoners, and it is fomewhat ftrange that they were 
not all taken or deflroycd. The Britifli forces were 
but lately arrived, and 'were not recovered from the 
fatigues of a long voyage, they wei'e therefore as 
unable to purfuc as the others were to (land a fcverc 
ffttafk, 
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This was the lafl: vigorous pufla which the provin- 
cials made for the conquefl of Canada. The Britiflx 
army having joined at Three Rivers, puflied forward 
by land and water with great expedition. They had 
now nothing but the ordinary chances of the way to 
interrupt their march, and they made all the expedi- 
r tion that they could to arrive at the Sorrel. They 
arrived there upon the 15th of June, and found the 
enemy had abandoned the place fome hours before, 
and difmantled the batteries which they had erefted 
to defend the entrance into the river, and had carried 
off their artillery and (lores. A ftrong detachificnt 
was landed here, under the command of General- 
Burgoyne, with orders to advance ajong the Sorrel to 
St. John’s, while the remainder of the fleet and army 
failed up the river Longueil, the place of pafTage from 
the ifland of Montreal to La Prairie on the continent. 
Here they difeovered that the enemy had abandoned 
the city and ifland of Montreal on the preceding 
evening, and that if the wind had been favourable, 
they might have met at this place. The army was 
immediately landed on the continent, and marching by 
La Prairie, crofled by the peninfula formed by the 
St Lawrence and the Sorrel, in order to join Gene- 
ral Burgoyne at St John’s, where they expeded a 
fland and a ftrong reftftance would have been made 
by the colonifts. 

Burgoyne purfuedhis march along the Sorrel with- 
out intermiflion ; but with much caution, as was ne- 
celTary in a country where there was llill fufpicion of 
an enemy, and where their laft and moft defperate 
efforts were to be expefted. In this the King’s Ge- 
nerals were greatly miftaken : for it appeared after- 
wards not to have been any part of the plan of tho 
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rebels to make any ftand at thofe places where the 
Britilh forces expefted. General Burgoyae arrived 
at St John’s on the evening of the 1 8th of June, where 
he found the buildings on flames and nearly every 
thing deftroyed that could not be carried away. — • 
The provincials afVed in the fame manner at Cham-^ 
bice, and burned fuch vclTcls as they were not abfe 
to drag up the rapids in their way to Lake Champlain, 
where they immediately embarked for Crown Point. 
Though their flight was precipitate, they fuftained no 
lofs, and General Sullivan, who commanded the re- 
treat, received public thanks for the prudence with 
which he conduced it, by which he faved their ruin- 
ed army, at a time when it was encumbered with a 
vaft number of fick, molt of whom were ill of the 
fmall-pox. 

An end was now put to the war in Canada ; the ad- 
vantages of which were however Confiderably check- 
ed by the reflraint which was now laid upon the fur- 
ther operations of the army in that quarter. For as 
the colonifts were mafters of Lake Champlain, it was 
impoffiblc for the forces to proceed to the fouthward 
until fuch a number of veflels were conftrufted or ob- 
tained, as would aflbrd a fuperiority, and enable them 
to crofs that lake with fafety. The doing of this w'as 
a Work of much labour and time ; for though fix arm- 
ed veffels were fent from England for that purpofc, 
the falls of Chamblee rendered the means of convey- 
ing highly difficult, and a matter which required much 
ingenuity and induftry. A vaft number of other vef-^ 
fels were alfo necelTarily to be conftrufted, both for 
conveyance and proteftion. But we muft for a while 
leave General Burgoyne and his army, and proceed 
to the operations on fome other part of the continent. 

Nonb 
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Nortli Carolina was this year in a ftate of great 
commotion. The Governor and the Affembly were 
at open Wtir, and each party ufed their ucmoft endea- 
vour to deftroy the other. Governor Martin, we 
have already obfcrved, was obliged to feek refuge on 
board a Ihip of war in Cape Fear river. This difaf- 
*ter did not damp his ardour in the fervice of govern- 
ment, nor reftrain his attempts to reduce the province 
of North Carolina to obedience. He had received 
intelligence, that a fquadron of men of war with feven 
regiments, under the conduft of Sir Peter Parker and 
Lord Cornwallis, were to depart from Ireland on an 
expedition to the fouthern colonies in the beginning 
of the year, and that North Carolina was their firlf 
if not rbeir principal objeft. This eocreafed his con- 
fidence, and rouzed him to attempt fomething in the 
mean time. He alfo was informed that Gen. Carleton 
with a fmall detachment, was on his way from Nev/- 
Fngland to meet him at Cape Fear. He had formed 
a conne^fion with a body of defperate renegades, wher 
had lately been confidered as rebels, and enemies to 
the provincial eftablilliment, who went by the name of 
Regulators, and have been taken notice of in this hif- 
tory. Having affemblcd a number of thefe and fome 
Highland emigrants, he thought to accomplifli the re- 
dudtion of the inftirgenrs, even independent of the 
expefted force. That colony was deemed the weak- 
eft in America, except Georgia ; and the two parties 
we have mentioned were numerous, adtive,and dating, 
and the former as well as the latter were zcaloufly at- 
tached to the caufe of government. The Highlanders 
were confidered as naturally warlike, and the Regu.> 
lators, from their lituation and manner of lis ing, to 
be much bolder, hardier, and better maikfuicn, ihan 
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thofe who ]i;id been bred to other courfes, and in 
more civilized parts of the coiuitry. The Governor 
lent fevcral commiilions to thefe people, for the raif- 
, ing and commanding of regiments, and granted ano- 
, thcr to one Mr M‘Donald to aft as their General. — • 
Along with the.commilnon he fent alfo a proclamation 
commanding all perfons upon|their allegiance to re- 
pair to the royal (landard, which was erefted by Ge- 
neral M‘D6nald about the middle of February. Go- 
vernor Martiahad not well confidered the charaftcr of 
' cither the General or troops he was now employing, 
though they were defperate and wicked to an extreme, 
and capable of the mod daring aftions, when 
there was no immediate, danger, yet being unprinci- 
pled,,, and liaving f\xed the objeft before them, and 
being under no difcipline, they were by no means to 
be truft’ed-^AIl caufes were alike to them, nnlcfs their 
^ own'inter<?d, wdiich did not appear to be more con- 
, nefted with fhe caufe of government than with that 
of the cdlbhiijs. 'I'heir aftejr condiift declared that 
, they were not to depended upon. ^ They \verc in ge- 
neral a fort of free-booters, wdio delighted more in 
the plunder that attended commotions than in the 
defence, of any caufe wliatfoever. Their manner of 
war was againfl; thofe^whohad no arms of defence, 
but when they met with force they were ready to fly, 
uplefs when they were furrounded and could not get 
away. Such were the men, by means of w'hofe af- 
fiftance Governor Martin thought to reduce the pro- 
vince of Carolina to obedience. 

This pew general and his new ralfed army were 
not long till they were brought to a trial of tlieir prow- 
efs j fur upon the provincials receiving advice of their 
j K aflliiiLiing 
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affembling at a place called Crofs Creek, Brigadier- ^ 
General Moore was immediately ordered to march 
againft them at the head of a provincial regiment 
which he commanded, with fuch militia as he could 
co\k£t, and fome pieces of cannon. He marched 
within a few miles of them, and took poflelFion of an 
important port called Rockfort Bridge, which, as he 
was much inferior to them in ftrength; he immediately 
' entrenched and rendered defenfible. He had not 
been many days in this ftation, where he was receiving 
and waiting for fuccours, than General McDonald ap- 
proached at. the head of his army, and fent a letter to 
Moore, inclofing the Governor’s proclamation,* and 
recommending to him and his party to join the’King’s 
ftandard, by a given hour next day, or he muft be un- 
der the neceffity of confidering theni as enemies. ; 

As Moore knew that the provincial forces were 
marching from all quarters, he protrafted the negoci- 
ation, in hopes that the tory army, as they were cal- 
led, might have been furrounded. In his ^ final an- 
swer he declared, that he and his officers confidered 
themfelves as engaged in a caufe the moft glorious 
and honourable in the w^orld—the defence of the li- 
berties of mankind ; he reminded the emigrants of 
the ungrateful return they had made jo die kind re- 
ception they had met in the colony ; and the Gene- 
ral, with fome of his Oifficers, of an oath they had ta- 
ken a little before, and upon which they were per- 
mitted to come into the country, that they only came 
to fee their relations, without any. concern whatever 
in public affairs. In return to the proclamation he 
,fent them the tefl propofed by the,'Congrefs, with a* 
proffer, that if they fubfcribed it and laid dowm their 
* arms, they ffiould be received as friends j but if they 
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. refufed to comply, they might expeft confequcnces 
funilar to thofe which they had held out to his people. 
In the mean time Mr M‘Donald perceived the danger 
he was in of being enclofed, and abruptly quitting his 
ground, endeavoured with confiderable dexterity, by 
forced matches, the tinexpefted paffing of rivers, and 
the greateft quicknefs of movement, to difengage 
himfelf. It is thought to have been the fchcme of 
this party to bring Governor Martin, with Lprd Wil- 
liam Campbel, and General Clinton, who had by this 
time joined them, into the interior part of the coun- 
try, which they judged would be a means of uniting 
all the back fettlers of the fouthern colonies in the 
royal caufe, of bringing forward the Indians, and of 
encouraging the well-affefted to (hew themfelves in all 
places. 

The provincials were however fo clofe in the pur- 
fuit, and fd alert in cutting the country and feizing 
the pafTes, that M‘Donald at length found himfelf 
under the neceffity of engaging one Colonel Cafwell, 
who with about 1000 militia and minutemenhad taken 

^polTellion of a . place called Moore Creek Bridge, 
where they had thrown up an intrenchment. The 
royalifts were by all accounts much fuperior in num- 
ber, being about 3000 ftrong ; even M‘Donald him- 
felf after the battle confeffed that they were 1 500.— 
The emigrants began the attack with great fury ; but 
M’Leod, the fecond in command, and a few more of 
their braveft officers being killed, at the firft attack, 
they fuddenly loft all fpirit, fled with the greateft pre- 
cipitation, and, as the colonifts affirm, deferred their 
General, who was taken prifoner, as were nearly all 
their leaders, and the reft totally broken and difperf- 
ed. It is often the fate of the Highlanders, when 

they 
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they meet with a fteady refiftance, and lofe any of" 
their chiefs, to make a precipitate flight. Their fury • 
h violent, but it is foon over ; and if the troops 
whom they engage can ftand their firlt attack, they 
will be very ready to conquer them, or at lead to put 
them to flight. 

This viftory greatly elated the Carolinians. They 
had ihcwn that their province was not fo weak as was 
imagined ; for though their force in the engagement 
was not confiderable, they had raifed 10,000 men in 
the fpace of ten days. But what was fiill more flat- 
tering, they had encountered Europeans, who had 
Held them in the moft foveteign contempt, both as- 
men and foldiers in the field, and had defeated them 
with an inferior force. ' ■ 

1 lad the zeal of this people been kept dormant till 
their forces had arrived from England, it is highly pro*' 
bable that the fouthern colonies would' have confi- 
de rably felt the impreflion of the infurre£fion of the 
Regulators and emigrants. But now their lorce and 
fpirits were fo entirely broken, their leaders being 
fent to diiFerenr prifons, and the reft ftripped of their 
arms, and watched with all the eves of diflrnft and 
fufpicion, that no future effort could reafonably be 
expefted from them. Governor Martin appears t 6 
have had more zeal than diferetion for the caufe of 
government, and feems to have been totally ignorant 
of the temper and difpofnion of the colony he govern- 
ed ; — lor as he was informed of the deflination of 
troops from Ireland to the fouthern provinces^- he 
ought to have waited till their arrival, when his emi- 
grants and Regulators could have done fome ferviefc : 
Bur the methtid which he took was an effeflual one 
to arm the provipee, and iiavc tliciuin readinofs when 
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the King’s troops arrived, to give them a warm re- 
ception., By all that one can learn from the hiftory 
of thi^ war, it feems to have been raifed by the igno- 
rance and pride of the feveral Governors of the pro- 
vinces, who milinformed government with regard to 
tire irtate ,of the colonies. There does not feem to ■ 
have been any of them on the fide of government,^ 
tiut either knew the number of their friends or 
the powei\of their enemies. Martin and his friends 
were totally miilaken in rating the prowefs of the in- 
fnrgents, and defpifing the power of the colonifts.— - 
And icTs a milfake ,that has prevailed at home fince 
the beginning, of this deitrni.^ive war, that the valour 
and power of our troops could not be refilled, and, 
that the .CQlonills were, mean fpirited, cowardly, and 
inhgnificant. It muff be confelfed that it is extrerriely 
difficult to regulate or rellrain the caprice or violence 
of thofe leaders, who,, affiime authority on fuch 
occafjons, They have not always been the wifeft in 
the Kingdom of Great Britain that have been fent to 
be Governors of our colonies : they are generally the 
friends of the mini Her, or fome of their friends, and 
that is. accounted a fnfficient qualification. 

The congrefs were not inattentive to their own in- 
terells in the lyidil of thefe tumults in the different, 
colonics, and they turned their view to objects of im- 
portance in all parts of the colonies. The blunders of 
our roinidry and their late Governors taught them 
wlfdom. Theyjoined execution with dcfign, and en- 
deavoured to execute their plans as fpeedily as pru- 
dence required. Upon the third of March they fit- 
ted Oiit n fquadron of five frigates, under the command 
.of Commodore, Kopkins, who failed to die Bahama 
jilaads, when they dripped the iiland of Providence, 
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which is the principle one, of a confiderable, quanti- 
ty of artillery and (lores. They were however difap- 
pointed in the powder, which they mod wanted, 
through the prudence of the Governor, who font an 
hundred and fifty barrels of it away in a fmall vefTel 
the night before they landed. They brought off the 
Governor, and fome other public perfons, as prifon- 
ers ; and after taking feveral prizes in their return, 
fell in at Lft with the Glafgow frigate of war, accom- ' 
panied with a tender, the latter of which tliey took, 
and the former efcaped with didiculty, after a (harp 
cngageineiH. 

All this time, Lord Dunmore, with his fleet of fu- 
gitives, continued on the coads, and in the rivers of 
Virginia, and remained in a hovering fltuation for a 
great part of the year ; but as every place was now 
llritHy guarded, thefe unhappy people who had put 
themfelves under his protedtion, fuffered very great 
dillrdfes. 'I’he hear of the weather, and the badnefs 
and fcarcity of water and provifions, with the clofe* 
Bcfs and naflinefs of the fmall velTels, in which they 
were crouded, by degrees produced that infectious 
and malignant diltemper which is known by the name 
of peflilcniial fever. This dreadful diforder made 
N great havoc among them, but particularly aifeCted 
the negroes, mod of whom it fwept away. After 
various adventures, in which they were drired from 
place to jdace, and from ifland to ifiand, by the Virgi- 
nians, feveral of the vefl'els were driven on (hore in a 
gale of wind, and the wretched fugitives became cap- 
tives to their own countrymen. At lall, every place 
being (hut up againd th.,m, and hodile to the remain- 
der, and neither water nor provifions to be obtained, 
even at the expence of blood, it was found nece(fary 
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towards tHe beginninp; of Augnll to burn the fmalleft 
and icaft valuable vcflels, and to fend the remainder, 
amounting to 40 or 50 fail,, with the exiles, to fecli 
Ihelcer and retreat in Florida, Bermudas, and the 
Weft Indies. In this manner ended the hopes enter- 
tained by the employment of the negroes, to fuppi'tfs 
the rebellion in the fouthern colonics. This mealure, 
rather invidious than powerful, tended much to in- 
flame Ihe difeontents in thefe colonies, without ad- 
ding any ftrength to the King’s arms. The unhappy 
creatures that engaged in it are faid to have perflliod 
aiinoft to a man. This conduft of Lord Dunmore’s 
in employing the negroes, and in burning Norfolk, 
was extolled by the tories at home as the moft righte- 
ous and heroic proceeding, and all the venal newf- 
papers In the nation echoed his Lordfhip’s praifes, 
and commended his tranfaftions. His loftes and defeats 
were denied or concealed by government as long as 
poftible, till Dunmore’s difgrace drove the miniftry to 
ftill more defperate experiments, and every new’ pro- 
jeft to fulfil their defignis, e.xpofed more and more their 
folly and malignity. Every new ftep in their pro- 
ceedings, demonftrated the darknefs of their under- 
ftanding, and real -want of fyftem and method- in all 
they attempted to perform;' 

Providence for a feafon feemed alfo to frown upon 
their fchemes and meafurcs, and what was either pur- 
fued without W’ifdom, or carried on through pride 
and ambition; ' was fruftrated by an immediate hand 
of providence. The fleets, tranfports, and vifluallers 
which had been fent to America, met with exceeding 
bad weather in their palTage, and fo many delays 
and untoward clrcumftances of different forts befel 
tlKtr, that in a great degree fruftrated the end of 
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their deftinatlon. Sir Peter Parker’s fquadron, which 

•**»» - ^ 

failed from Portfmouth in the *' end of the year, met 
with unexpected delays in Ireland, and had- weather 
- afterwards, fo that they did- no1: arrive at Cape -Fear 
, till the beginning of May, where .they were detained 
by various caufes till the. end of the month. • They 
met there with General Clinton, wdio had already 
. been from New York,- and from thence proce.eded to 
Virginia, where he had feen Lord.Dunmore, , and 
' finding that no fervice could be effected, at either 
; place with his fmall force, came to this place to wait 
for them. * This jeafon of the year w^as very unfortu- 
nate for the troops, and much againfl any operations 
which' they intended to perform. The exceflive 
; beat rendered the troops fickly, even at Cape Fear, 
notwithftanding the plenty of refrefhments, they pro- 
cured, and the 'little labour they liad . upon ;their 
hands. ^ .They found it necefTary to do- fomething, 

. and Charleftown, the capital of South Carolina; be- 
ing within the line , of Sir Peter Parker and -Lord 
- ' Cornw^allis’s inftru^lions, they determined' to iiuike an 
. irapreffion in that quarter. ’ They had little- informa- 
lion, of General Howe’s* fituatlon, nor did General 
I Clinton knowvof his evacuating Dollon but through the 
'channel of an Americandiewfpaper. > And it happened 
p, unfortunately, 'that a vcffe.l which General Howe had 
difp'atched from *Hallifax warh orders for their pro- 
. 1 ceeding to the northward met with fuch delays in 
; her paffagethat flic did not arrive at Cape Fear till af- 
. . ter their^dcparturc. • 

The fleet anchored oiT Charleflown bar in the be- 

.11. . ' 

ginning of June. Ihey wxre' joined before^ they 

' • praceeded- to action by the Experiment man of: war; 

and the . naval force then confiltcd of the Commodore 

• ' ' ■ Sir'. 
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i>ir Perer Parfiel ’s fliip of 50 Rilns ; the Experimenti 
of the fame force ; the Active, Solebay, Adteoii, 
and Syren, of 2 8 guns each-, tlie Sphynx, of 20, an 
hired armed fliip of 22, a final! (loop of war, an arm.^ 
cd fcUooher, and the Thunderer bomb-kctch. The 
paflage of tlie bar was a work of time, difHcuity and 
danger, efpecially to the two large (hips, which tho’ 
they had taken out their glins, and ufed every othei^ 
means to lighten them as much as pofllble, both 
touched the ground, and (truck feveral times. The 
land forces were commanded by General Clinton, 
Lord Cornwallis, and Brigadier-General Vaughan* 
It is fomewhat furprizing, that at the time General 
Clinton failed from Bofton, General Lee at the head 
of a (Irong detachment from the army before that 
place, immediately fet out to fecure New York, from 
the fuppofed attempt, the former would have 
made upon that city* Having fucceeded in that ob- 
jeft. General Clinton Could not but be furprized at hisi 
arrival in Virginia, to find Lee in poffelTion, and in the 
fame (late of preparation in which he had left him at ' 
New' York. Upon Clinton’s departure from Cape 
pear, Lee traverfed the continent with the utmod 
expedition, to fecure North'Carolina. And at length ' 
upon the further progrcfs of the fleet and armyto the 
fouthward, General Lee again, w’ith equal celerity, 
proceeded to the defence of Charlellown. It was 
ticarcely credible that fo much expedition could have 
been made by any man in fuch a warm climate at that 
feafon of the year, and perhaps no man ever pofled fo 
fwiftly amidll fo great dilTiculties and difadvantages. — ‘ 
The animating fpirit of liberty, gives wings to inven-* 
tion, and vigour to the animal fpirits, which (lave* 
*»d, dupes to pow'er know nothing of. It could not 
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have been in the power of thofe whofe minds were 
not invigorated by fome animating principle, to have 
gone through the fatigues, wearinelTes, and watchings 
of fuch a tedious journey. 

The firft objeft of our forces, after paffing the bar, 
fvas the back of a fort which had been lately ere^fed, 
though not yet quite furnilhed nor rendered altoge- 
ther complete, upon the fourh weft point of Sullivan 
Ifland. This fort commanded the paffage to Cliarlcf- 
town, which lay farther weft by fix miles diftance ; — 
and though it had been but lately conftrnftpd, was 
properly confidered the key of that harbour. It was 
Ikid that it was reprefented to our officers as in a more? 
ihiperfe£f ftate than it was found ; but fuppofing it 
had been more perfeft than it was, he could not ima- 
gine that a raw militia could have been able to hare 
defended it any length of time againft the great weight 
of metal and the force of iire from our fhips, even cx- 
duding the co-operation of the land forces. So 
impartial were our people in their judgment concern- 
ing their own prowefs, and the force and valour of 
their enemies. The colonifts had confidered the 
dangerbefore they engaged in it, and knew the opi- 
nion which the Britifli forces had of their courage ; 
they were determined for once to put the Britifh in- 
trepidity to trial, and Ihew them a fpccimen what a 
militia, animated by the fpiric of liberty, could do. 

' Our troops were landed on Long Ifland, which lies 
nearer, and to the eaftward of Sullivan’s, being fepa- 
rated only by fome llioals, and a creek called the 
Breech, which are deemed paftable at low water, the 
ford being reprefented to our people as only 18 
inches in depth in that ftate. The Carolinians had 
ported fome forces within a few pieces of cannon near 
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tlie nortli-eaft extremity of Sullivan’s IQand, at the 
diftaQce of two miles from the fort, where they had 
thrown up works to prevent the paffiige of the royal 
army over the breach. General Lee was encamped 
with a confiderable body of forces upon the continent 
at the back and to the northward of the ifland, with 
which he had a communication open by a bridge of 
boats, and could by that means at any time march the 
whole or any part of his ferces to fupport that polt 
which was oppofed to our men’s ptuTage from Long 
Ifland. The latter is a naked burning fand, where 
the troops fuft'ered greatly from their expofure to 
the intenfe heat of the fun. Both the fleet and army 
were greatly diftrefled through the badnefs of the 
Water : that which is found upon the fea coafl of Caro- 
lina being very brackilli. Nor were they in better 
condition with refpe£l to the quantity or quality of their 
proviflons. Tho’ the greateld difpatch was neceflary 
on account of ihefc inconveniences, yet futh delays 
occurred in carrying the defign into execution, that 
it was near the end of the month before the attack on 
Sullivan’s ifland took place ; a fcafon whicji was ap- 
plied by the provincials with great diligence for com- 
pleating their works. Every thing being at length 
fettled between the commanders by fea and land, the 
Thunderer bomb, covered by the armed fliip, took 
her flation in the morning, and began the attack by^ 
ihrowinn lliells at the fort as the fleet advanced. 

O • 

About eleven o’clock the Brillol, Experiment, Aaive, 
and Soiebay, brought up directly again!!; the fort, and- 
began a moft furious and inceflant camionade. — The 
Sphynx, Afleon, and Syren, were ordered to the 
weflward, to take their flation between the end of the 
jfland and Charicftown, with a defign to explode the 
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works of the forr, and, if polT!ble,’to cut off the coin- 
nuinication between the ifland and continent, which 
would of'courfe cut off the retreat of the garrilon, as 
v/ell as all iuccours for its affitfance. I'here was ^Ifo 
another intention in this pofition of the fltips, namely, 
to prevent any attempt of fending the (liips to inter- 
rupt the attack. ■ This part of the defigu was render- 
ed unfortunate by the ftrange unflcilfulnefs of the pilot, 
who entangled the frigates in the (hoals called the Midr 
die Grounds, where they all ftuck faff ; and tho* 
two of them were in lome time got olf with danger and 
difliculty, it was then too late, and they were in no 
condition to execute the intended fervice. The 
Aefeon could not be got off, and was burnt by the 
officers and crew the next morning, to prevent her 
materials and Itores from becoming a prey to the 
enemy. 

WhilH: a continued cannonade from the Ihijjsfeemed 
fulficient to fliake the firmnefs of the bravefl foe, and 
daunt the courage of the bravefl foldicrs, the return 
made from the fort was etjually terrible, and could 
not fail of calling for refpeif, as well as of flrikiiig 
terror into every Hritillr learaan, 

In the midfl of that dreadful roar of artillery, they 
flood to their guns with the greatefl firmnefs and con- 
ftancy, and fired with fuch deliberation and coolnefs 
that they feldom miffed their aim, The fhips fuffered 
prodigioufly ; they tvere aimofl torn to pieces, and 
the flaughter was dreadful. Scarcely w'as ever Britifh 
valour put to fo fevere a trial, nor ever did our army 
in any engagement of the fume nature, meet with iq 
rude an encounter, They began now to find that 
Sullivan fort was not fo eafily taken as they appre-r 
heuded, and that the co'ards in Carofiua had chang- 
ed 
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ed tlieir chiirafter. The fprings of the Riiftol’s ca- 
ble were cut off by the Ihot, and flic lay for fomc time 
expofed as a mark to the lire of the fort, and was 
moll terribly raked. Captain Morris, who had fiiewa 
'much bravery, was covered v. i;h wounds, though he 
ftiil kept his flaiion, and refufed to retire, until his 
arm being ihot ofl, he was carried away in a condi- 
tion that did not afford a pofllbiiity of his recovery'. — 
The quarter-deck of the Briflol was once cleaned of 
every perfon except the Commodore, who flood a- 
lone a fpectacle of tirmnels and intrepidity, which has 
been never excelled, and fddom equalled. The o- 
thers on that deck ,were either carried down to have 
their wounds drell’ed, 01' were killed in the con^li^{■. 
Captain Scott, of th.? Experiment, had his own fliare 
of his danger or glory, who, befides the lofs of art 
arm, received fo many other wounds, that his hfc was 
at firif d.sfpaired of. Our fleet thought once that tlicy - 
had fllenccd tlie fort, and concluded that the day was 
thejr own, and that the forces on fliore might have 
taken poirdTion thereof, but in this they were niiilak- 
en ; for this filence proceeded from the want of am- 
munition which the provincials had to carry from tlie 
continent. It feems indeed extraordinary that a de- 
tachment of land forces was not ready to take the 
advantage of the lilence of the fort, and improve tins 
opportunity. The reafons of this have ne\cr been 
fulficientiy cleared up by any well-autlicmicated ac- 
counts : fome have blamed the commander in chief 
for not co-operating with the fleer, wLilfl others have 
attempted to fliew that it was impofllble for the land 
forces to afford them any aluflance. To fet forth 
fhe bravery of obr feamen, it was flrongly afi'erted at 
fcomCj that they drove the Americans from the fort ; 
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but this does not at all appear to have been the 

cafe. For the garrifou received the thanks and 

jiraife of the Americans, as well as of General Lee, 
which is a proof that they did not believe that they 
abandoned the fort, deferted the guns, or were chang- 
ed, though they might be, and certainly were, rein- 
forced. 

During this very fevere and hot conteft, the feamen 
looked often and impatiently towards the eafl to fee 
the land forces advance from Long liland, to draw 
the rebels from the fort and entrenchments. In thele 
hopes they were grievoufiy dlfappoiated. What was 
the reafon of this inaflion of the land force.s has never 
been fully explained. The papers publiflitd by au- 
thority are fo totally defeftive and imfavisfaftory up- 
on this point, that it is impofhble to learn any thing 
from them to clear up this matter. The Gazette 
upon this occafion is the moll jarring and inconfilbent 
account that ever was given of any tranfa£bon of 
fucfl a nature, and it is impofuble to form any other 
conclufion from that paper, than that it was compof-^ 

ed to throw mift and darknefs upon the fubjeft. 

From the day that the aftion at Bimker’s-hill happen- 
ed till this prefent time, the method of literary compo- 
fition, as well as the art of war, feems to have forfak- 
cai the Britlfh mir.iftry and officers ; for in their ac- 
count of the various tranfaftions of this unhallowed 
war, there appears to be nothing but confufion, iiicon- 
fidency, and want of method. 

The Gazette fays, that the King’s troops were 
flopped by an imprafticable depth of water, where 
they expedfed to have palTed almofl: dryfhod. This 
is fuch an imputation upon the charafter of the offi- 

f frs, and particularly the commander in chief, as fets 

them 
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them forth in themofl: defpicable light. To fuppofc ' 
that General Clinton and his officers ffiould have been 
nineteen days in that fmall ifiand, without ever exam- 
ining until the very time of aftion the nature of the 
only paffiige by which they could render any fervice 
to their friends, and anfwer the purpofe of their land- 
ing and the end of the expedition, appears an in- 
tolerable want of military prudence and circunifpec- 
rion. In the way the Gazette tells this (lory, Gene- 
ral Clinton deferved to have been feverely cenfured 
and punhhed for his negligence and inattention ; for 
provided he had intended to have driven a flock of 
flicep over the continent, it would have been necefla- 
ry to have founded the depth of the water, before 
hand, to have found whether it was poffible to pafs 
them over without drowning of them. There might 
perhaps be reafon for concealing the true (late of this 
affair, and probably no blame to be imputed to the 
commander and officers. General Clinton certainly 
afted wifely in not attempting to pafs over to the con- 
tinent, for there was fuch a force under General 
Lee, and fo well polled, that had our men advanced, 
as was expeffed, it would have been im poffible to 
have faved them from a total overthrow. The com- 
mander in chief in that expeftation was never believ- 
ed to have written thefe accounts that were written 
in his name concerning his mifeake about the depth of 
the water ; this was always confldered as a miniflerial 
apology framed by thofe who manufactured the Ga- 
zette, who for want of common fenfe, put in that ab- 

furdity into the paper. They v/cre not vyiiling to 

allow that the colonifls had either force or courage to 
' oppofe our men, and therefore they created feven 
feet of water to prefc rve their power and courage, 

and 
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and to fiipport tlieir own idea of the Arnerican puftl- 
aiiimiry. It wn5 not the depth of the water that pre- 
vcntcti General Clinton from attacking Sullivan lort, 
but his r<wn prudence and fagaciry, who v/hen he 
perceived upon a nearer infpectiGU the force of the 
enc'iav’, and that to attack then would be attended 
with certain cleRruflion to liis own army, he wifely 
ddifted from an experiment that could do no good, 
but would have been attended wdth much, evil, both 
to himfeif, and the caufe he was ciiiragcd in. It has 
been the happinefs of thefe brave officers who have 
ferved the prefeiu government In this ruinous war, ne- 
ver to liavc their actions fairly Rated in the public ac-*’ 
counts of their proceedings. 'I’hcy have at one time 
been extolled beyond all the limits of diferetion, as he- 
roes of extraordinary magnitude, and by the very fame 
autliority IdTcaed and depriciated to the lowcR degree, 
of charaflcrj 

By comparing all accounts concerning the attack 
tipo;i Sullivan’s lOand, it appears that onr people had 
Ix-eii miRakcn in eRimating the force and Rrengih of 
the colonilts, and that they found that they had much 
more to do il'.an fubdue Sullivan fort. An army rea^ 
dy appointed and well poRed was prepared to receive 
them, whicii if they had proceeded to attack, they 
muR have fallen a facriRce ro their own folly and raRi- 
Bcfs. 

I 

This afflon cevtinued till tlie darknefs of the night 
compelled the alfailanm to deRR ; they however Riew- 
cd much eagernefs, r.otwith: ' iding their wearinefs, 
lofj, and fatigue, to give up the enterprife. Sir Peter 
Parker after ufmg every eTort which bravery is capa- 
ble of, finding that all hope of fuccefs was at an end, 
and the -ebbing tide r.e-ar fpent, wlclidrew bis lhat.' 

• tcred 
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itered veffels between nine and ten o’clock of the 
evening, after an engagement which had been fup- 
ported for above ten hours with uncommon courage 
and bravery. The Briftol had 1 1 1 , and the Expe- 
riment 79 killed and wounded, and both fliips had 
received fo much damage, that the provincials con- 
ceived hopes thaft they could not have been got over 
the bar. The frigates did not fulFer fo feverely, for 
the provincials pointed their fire principally at tlte 
great fliips. The bomb velTel did httle fervice upon 
this occafion ; there appeared to be a real want of art 
fn the management of the mortars, for fome were 
overcharged, and the beds fo fiaauered and loofed 
that they were rendered ufelds. 

It was not expelled that their final! infignificant fort 
would have bpen able to have withftood the heavy 
fire of our fhips the fpace of one hour, though upon 
trial it was found that after ten hours fevere cannon- 
ade, it was as far from being reduced as at the be- 
ginning. The provincials fliewed on this occafion 
both Ikill and intrepidity, which would have done 
honour to veteran troops ; both ofHcers and men per- 
formed their duty to the amazement of their enemies, 
and condufted their fire with fach deliberation and 
< 3 efign, that almofl: every Ihot did execution, The 
carnage aboard the Briftol and Experiment was 
dreadful, and the fliips were hulled in a terrible man- 
ner. The guns of the fort are fiiid to have been 4a 
pounders, and were formerly thofe that belonged to 
the Foudroyant man of war, which had been former, 
jy taken from the Freiicli: thefe did dreadful execu- 
tion. The Britifli failors did all that brave men 
(Cpuld do, but as the laud forces could not poflibly 
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alEft them, they were obliged, with great reluftance, 
to give up this datigerous and fatal attempt. ^ 

Colonel Moultrie, who Gcmmanded<in the fort, re- 
ceived great and deferved praife from his country- 
men, for the courage and cendu^ by which he w'as 
fo much dilliuguilhed in its defence. The garrifo.n 
alfo received great applaufe, and a ferjeant was. pub- 
licly honoured with a prefent of a fw’ord, from- the 
prefident ^f the Congrefs, for a pariicplar a£t of 
bravery. This defence greatly, laifed the character 
of the Carolinians and the feuthern colonies, and 
taught our miniilry that the colonills in .ail' quarters 
' were in earneft. They had falleiy affirmed, that the 
coloni'hs in the fouth were nptfo hardy and. brave as 
the New England ones and thofe in the north, and 
that the climate or lomething peculiar to thefe cplo- 
, nies, made them all naturally cowards. This was now 
fully refuted by an experiment which the miniftry 
could not help feeling ia rhe moff tender manner, 
though their,, peufioned fcribblcrs continue to harp 
ftil! uprtntthe fame firing, and repeat the fame notes. 
Men w]io are tbcnifelves flaves either to their lulls, or 
TO the will and pleafure of other men, have no ideas 
concerning tiiofe exertions, both of mind and body, 
with which the fpirit of liberty infpires thofe that are 
poffeffed with it. It is with fuclj as it is with diflionell 
men, who themldves pay no regard to truth, they be- 
lieve that there is no fuch thing as honelly in the 
world. 


The apologies at home for this mifeturiage were as 
inconfifent as the attempt iifelf. The blame was laid 
upon the heat of the weather and the depth of, the 
water, which was not forefcen till the moment of ac- 
{igPj and bj' this kind of apology^ wlien they were 
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fcommending the wlfdoih' of the ’ofiic'ers and thehrjlve- 
ry of the British' troops, they were expoflng them td 
the Vv'ofld as defliriite of common fenfe and diferetion; 
The heat of the weather miVht have eaflv been fore- 
feen, tind'the depth of the water founded in tlie fpace 
of nineteen davs. But the advocates for’ the feheme^ 
of‘the miniftry were willing rather to publifh the grof- 
feft' abfurdities, than’to admit that their fcliemes were 
erroneous, or that the'colonifts had any courage. 

Before we proceed ho the progrefs of the grand, 
army under General Ho’we,itraurt; be obfervedj that 
during thefe tfanfaftions iti Carolina,* the continental 
congrefs took an opportunity to found the minds of 
the people concerning^ declaration of independency, 
and- by every poffible means to prepare them for it. — =• 
iJpon the- 15th of’ May they fent a Tort of circular 
tnatnifefto * to the feveral colonies, ftattng the caufe's 
which rendered it, as th^^ faid, neceffary-that alb’aii- 
thorny of the crown fliould be totally firppreffed, and 
’all the powers of government taken into their own 
handsi ’As this was an adventerous proceeding., and 
new in the hiftory of fociety, we"wHI he obliged to 
take a view of the arguments offered by the' colonills 
in defence of their pfa£lice, as well as of thofe offered 
by government for their claims of legiflation. To fet 
this matter in as clear a light as poflihle, we fuall firft: 

I 

■take a view of the proceedings of parliament, which 
occafioned this manifeho, and afierwards riie refoiu- 
tion of the congrefs. I’his fliall nearly be donehn the 
words and ftile of the debates and fpeeches in' both 
houfes. The fubjeit is copious, and tliough it is a- 
bridged as much as poffible, yet it fiill will appear 
bulky to the view of many, but it will be impoffible 
to iuidedbnd the merits of this concroverfy without- 
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fome particular confideration of the traufaftioas at 
home. To determine fairly with refpeft to this un- 
happy difpute, the fprings of aflion mull always be 
kept in view, and thefe we only can learn from the va- 
rious proceedings and debates which were antecedent 
to the operations of the different fiiips of war. Ad- 
miniftration was now fo clofely entangled in the Ame- 
rican war, and a fyftem of their own deviling, that 
there was fcarcely a poffibHity of overthrowing the 
one without overthrowing the other 1 and thatfyftent' 
was fo firmly fupported, that nothing lefs than fome 
extraordinary and violent convulfion appeared even 
capable of llaaking ks foundation- Yet notwithftand- 
ing this fecurity, the minillry could not help feeling 
great uneafinefs at the accounts that were daily re- 
ceived from the colonies during the fitting of parlia:- 
ment. For though oppofition were not very ftrong 
in number, they were very quick figbted in difeover- 
ing their faults, and as indefatigable in expofmg them^ 
and having effeft through all their winding ma?es up 
to their caufes. Matters were now come to that pafs 
that it was fcarcely poflible to put a good face on them 
either to the parliament or to the nation. The mi- 
niftry were on this occafion put to their laft fliifts to 
make things appear with- any decent kind of grace to 
«he public. 


Chap. 
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Chap. XL 


Frore'edings in Parliament — J tetter from New Tor):. 
Petition from the Congrefs by Penn —Petition from 
Newfoundland — Phe Americar.j declare tbemfelves 
indeoendent — Preparations for War-Lord Howe 

arrives at HaUifax — Arrives at Staten IJland 

Sends Papers to Wafhington — An attempt upon Long 
IJlaSd refolved- — Phe Progrefs of the War^ &c. 


HE catling of a new parliament had rubbed olT 
fome minifterial incumbrances ; all engage- 
ments, promifes, and miftakes with the old were now 
obliterated with one dafli. But a new and heav}r 
reckoning had already been contrafted in one felTioii, 
which had clapfed, of that prefent parliament. The 
reftraining bills palled by the new parliament were 
to have affixed a fcal to all the afts of its predecclTor?- 
The General drllrefs arifmg from a general punilli- 
ment in the colonies, would, it was hoped, render the 
majority the avengers of the caiife of government, 
and the punilhers of the incorrigible. The concilia- 
tory refolution, independent of every other thing, in 
its double capacity of converting and dividing, was 
fnppofed well adapted to accomplilli all that was 
Wanted. To thefe was alfo added, an army fufficienc 
as the fanguine opinion to look America into fabjec- 
^n, without the trouble of liriking a blow. And to 
' croWii 


Digitized by Googic 



S>4 


HISTORY or 


A. H. 


cro-K’n tlie wliole, a naval force was to be fent, which 
of itfdf would be almofl; equal to accomplifli the 
whole piirpofe. Time has already fliewn how badly 
the miuihry liave been acquainted with the (late of 
the Americans. 

Thcfe branches of the fcheme of the miniRry be- 
came a fabjeif of auimadverfion, and it was not an ea- 
fy taRc for their friends to fet afide the charges of mif- 
inforination, ignorance, mifconception, and want of 
capacity, which would attend them. The queRions 
concerning the war were exceedingly embarralTing. 
It was alked, fince extremities were determined upon, 
why was not a fufficient force fent in time to prevent 
or overcome all oppofition ? Why has a courfe been 
purfued for feveral years to provoke the colonies, 
•ft'arn them of their danger, and give them time tw 
put themfelves into the prefent Rrong Rate of de- 
fence ? If it now appears, faid the oppofers of the 
miniRry, that five times the number are not fuRlcient 
for the fervice, how could the ininiRer be fo totally 
ignorant and mifinformed as to fuppole that 10,000 

men could fubdue America without bloodRied ? 

Thofe and many other queRions were pm to the mi- 
niRer, which he could not eafily anfwer. 

To remedy the evils arifing from paR tardinefs and 
inaftion, it was now determined to carry on the war 
with a vigour that would aRoniRt all Europe, and to 
employ fuch an army in the enfuing compaign as ne- 
ver before had been feen in the weRcrn world. This 
was alleged, befides the main and grand objeft, 
would moR eReflually fiience all clamours, and pre- 
vent troubles and ufelcfs enquiries. When the peo- 
ple were once heai tily engaged in a war, they would 
not take time to recoileft, much lefs to animadvert, 

upon 
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•Upon the original caufc of the difpute, but would in 
their ufual manner, and from their natural difpoluion, 
carry it on with keennefi, and if gratified now and 
then with a brilliant flroke of fuccefs, take no further 
notice concerning future burthens and confequences. 
By this method the public opinion would be feeured ; 
they had already Ihewn a decided fuperiority iu par- 
liament, and the efforts of the minority ftruggling with 
the general opinion, and directed againft the apparent 
national inccreft, would only tend to render them 
every day mori feeble, and deprive them of that p o- 
pularity that is the foul of oppofition. This was good 
enough reafoning for a cabinet excrcife, but the prac- 
tice of it w'as not fo very eafy. The Americans were 
now upon their guard, i.nd provided for the world 
they could do, and there were now many things to 
^im the brilliance of the flrokes of fuccefs they liad in 
view. As the public opinion depended upon thefe 
brilliant ftrokes, it was impoffible to gain it before 
they were made, and as all they had yet done was of 
a different charafter, the public could not give them 
credit for any thing that was yet to come. 

There was one thing which greatly Ihcwed the 
ftcklcnefs and the inconftancy of the people. The 
late checks which the Americans had given our troops 
affefted the national and military pride. Many of 
thofe who had not^ approved of our late conduct w'itli 
refpeft to the colonies, thought it now too late to look 
back, or to enquire into pad caufes ; they now thought 
that government was to be fupported at all events, and 

, that they were not to hefitate at any expence or dan- 
ger to preferve our dominions, and whoever was right 
ill the beginning, the American infolence deferved 
phaltifeinent at that prefent time. This was a method 

of 
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oFreafoiiitig iinmond in its nature, and dcftroyed eve- 
ry principle of truth and virtue ; — for if the Ameri- 
cans were right in the beginning, and we were in the 
wrong, it would certainly have been a laudable and 
jud: proceeding to have confeffed our error, and to 
have fofuiken it. But becaufe ouf brethren would 
rot depart from juffice, rather than confefs our faults 
and reform our conduit, v/e would' purfue them to 
■death for their infolence of being virtuous. This fets 
forth a number of men in a moft pitiiul and difadvan* 
tageous point of view, who throw juftice and equity 
out of the queftion, and for the fake of afelfifli policy 
•purfue the moft iniquiiious and immoral praftices. — 
We fliall fee when we come to the areuments uoon 
the principal merits of this ^ontroverfy, what has been 
faid upon this point. 

The lofs arifing from the want of the American 
commerce was for fome time not felt. The prodigi- 
ous remittances in corn during our fcarcity, which, 
\vc muft do the commercians the piftice to fay, they 
with honeily made in difeharge of their ddv s, with 
the much larger than their ufual fum which they tvere 
enabled lo pay, from the advanced prices of oil and 
^tobacco, and other commodities, all togeiber occafion- 
cd'a prodigious influx of money. The failing of the 
flota from Spain, the armament againft Algiers, and 
the peace between cU? Turks and the Rvflians,.occa- 
fioiicd an iinufual demand for goods and manufactures 
of various forts, from Spain, the north of Europe, and 
Turkey, which keeping up a briik circulation in trade, 
feufinefs and money, all contributed to the flime ef- 
fect. The fupplying of an army and navy with provi- 
fions and necelTciries of every fort, at fo prodigious a 
ft a r .ee., g.aye employment and einclurnent to an inftT 

m9 
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iiite number of people engaged in the tranfport fer- 
vlce, which would have been oiherwifc idle, and' 
taufed fuch a budle of bufinefs and circulation of call', ' 
is checked all dbfervation ol other deficiencies, and 
ftifled all attention to future confcqtiehces. A golden 
liarvell Was not only opened to the view of contrac- 
tors, but they had already enjoyed fuch a fliare of the 
/rufts, as was fufilcient to excite the mod: eager rage ' 
fbr its continuance and renewal. It would be fuper- 
fluous to mention the nu.iiberlefs dealers and gamblers 
in the lottery docks, and other money tranfaftions, 
who generally profit by all wars. Thefe contributed 
for a feafon to keep up the fpirit of the people,- and 
to animate them to this civil contention. —This tem- 
porary flow of the fpirits of fome individuals of the 
Uation could not animate the whole body, nor long 
tOntiulie to flow in the fame manner in the fame per- 
fons; It was no more than a fort of temporary im- 
pulfe^ arifing from an accidental caufe, which was 
foon likely to ceafe, when a confumption equal to the 
Irregularity of the former motion of fpirits in the 
body politic W'ould readily happen. The American, 
Wert: Indian^ and African merchants, with the plant- 
fers in thd Wed Indies, had long forefeen, and ahf t- 
dy too deeply experienced the fatal effefts of the 
prefent unhappy conted. They, with feveral mei - 
chants in the capital and Bridol, dill wilhed and 
ftriiggled to have matters redored to their autient 
dare, and reprobated all the mcafures that tended to 
the prefent crifis. 

A great number of the people in other places, tlio’' 
lefs loud in their demand for peace, dill were^diflTatis- 
fied with the prefent' meafiircs. In Ireland almod 
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all the people, except a few peniioners or {oTdt of the 
clergy, were againfl the meafares of government. 

There was aftrange indifference and want of feeN 
ing prevailed at this time among all ranks of people^ 
with regard to' public affairs, through all the country v. 
•of which there was a ftrong proof given which will 
readily recur to every body’s memory, that the ac- 
counts of many of the late military tranfaftions, as well 
as political proceedings of very great importance,, 
were received with as much indifference, and canvaf- 
fed with as much coolnefs and unconcern, as if they 
had happened to two nations with which they were 
no ways conne<fled. We mufl:, from thefe obferva- 
tions, except the people of Scotland, who almoft uni- 
verfally, fo far as they could be defcribed or diftin- ' 
guifliejd under any particular denomination, not only 
applauded, but offered their lives and fortunes in fup- 
port of the prefent meafares. The fame approba- 
tion was alfo given, and affurances made, tho’ with 
lefs earneftnefs and unanimity, by a great number of 
towms in England. One thing which may be conli- 
dered as a political barometer with refpedl to the fen- 
timents of the lower ranks of people in cafes of that 
nature, was at this time exceedingly low, namely, the 
recruiting fervice. This went on flowly, and very 
few either in England or Ireland Avere fond of eitheti 
the land or fea fervice, though great encouragemcEt 
was given, and no means was left untried for making 
extraordinary levies. In the mkift of all 'thefe po- 
litical commotions, the city of London made a capital 
figure in oppofition to the minillry and the nieafures 
which they were now purfuing. A petition'and-re- 
monllrahce was agreed upon by' the livery of that cityi 
which ftrongly reprobated the m^afures that were 
' " - ‘ going 
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going on, but as the King would not receive it upon 
his throne, it was not prefented. 

Some fhort time before thefe. tranfacHons of the 
city of London which related to the petition and re- 
monftrance, a letter was received from the committee 
ofNew York, addrclTcd to the Lord Mayor, Aider- 
men, and common-council, together with a copy of 
their affociation, a recital of mofl; of thofe grievances 
and complaints which we have often taken notice of 
in this hiftory. In this paper they rejefted and cen- 
fured feverely Lord North’s conciliatory propofitions. 
Tftcy declared that the colony was willing and ready 
according to the antient conftitution, and upon equi- 
table emergencies, to contribute to the fupport of the 
empire ; but alfo declared, that as Engliflimeri, they 
would do it of their voluntary gift, and not by arbi- 
trary compulfion. They teftified their fidelity and 
inviolable loyalty, with their affeflion to their coun- 
try ; they ftated the great danger of further provoca- 
rion with refpeft to the colonies, declaring the unani- 
mity of their citizens in defending their rights at all 
rifques, and they fignified their confidence and truft 
in the vigorous exertions of the city of London to- 
wards reftoring union, mutual confidence, and peace 
to the whole empire. All thefe proceedings mark- 
ed the fpirit and temper of the people both at home 
and in the colonies, but the miniftry being bent upon 
their own fchemes, remained callous to all notices, 
advice, petitions, remonflrances, and exhortations. — 
It appears that this was to them and their party the 
hour and power of darknefs. 

The officers in the army were not altogether fond 
of the American war ; fome perfons of the firft rank 
who had co-mmiffions, refigned and refufed to ferve 

any 
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anv longer in a fervice fo unnatural in itfelf and ruin- 

* ^ ' k 

ous to the Britifli empire. Among thefe the Ear{ 
of EfEnghara made the fir ft figure, This nobleman 
whofe military genius had led him, when a youth, in- 
to the army, and fince prompted him to ripen theory 
wuh pr;i(ftice, wherever real fervice was to be found, 
by acting as a volunteer in the war between the 
Turks and Ruffians, had fince his return, as a peer in 
parliament, uniformly oppofed the wffiole fyftem o£ 
nieafures purfued againft the Americans, and finding 
that it was inconfiftent with his charafter, and 
unbecoming his dignity to inforce the meafiires with 
his fword, wffiich he had utterly condemned as a le- 
gillator,^ He accordingly, after declaring his readi- 
nefs to fer\^ his King and country againft dieir ene- 
mies, refigned his commiffion. 

The Earl of Effingham’s refignation, or rather the 
caufe from which it proceeded, gave great offence, 
and his requeft of retaining his rank in the army was 
not complied with. Several officers had not fliewn 
that wi!)ingnefs in going upon this fervice that they 
would have ftiewn upon any other occafion. A few 
who cquld not overcome their, repugnance to it, 
now quitted and gave up. But the majority thought, 
that wffiere the fiiperior power of King and parliament 
had decided, it was no part of their military duty to 
enquire into the juftice and policy of the quarrel, 
Tne condu<ft of Lord Effingham rendered him ex- 
tremely popular among thofe who held fimiiar opi- 
nions with regard to American raeafures, and^ wffio 
compofed a numerous body in England and Ireland. 
This foon appeared in the city of London, where a- 
tnong the refulutions paffed in the common hall on 
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Midfummer day, and which were afterwards prefent- 
ed to the King, public thanks were ordered to be 
given to the Right Honourable the Earl of Effingham, 
who having confiftently with the principles of an Eng- 
iilhman, refufed to draw the fword , which has been 
jempioyed to the Ivonour of his country, agaiuft the 
lives ^an<i liberties of his fellow-fubjefts in America. 
And foon after an addrefs of thanks, but ftill in ftrong- 
er terras, was prefented to him from the guild of mer- 
chants ii) Dublin. 

This laft body, who in Dublin form a corporation, 
prefented alfo an addrefs of thanks to the feveral 
peers, who, as they obferve, in fupport of the coiSRZ 
tution and id oppolition to a weak and wicked admjni* 
ftration, protefted againft the American reftraining 
bills. This addrefs to the protefting Lords, to which 
was affixed the corporation feal, was fent to each fc- 
parately, and a feparate anfwer given, all of which 
were publifhed at that time. The fherifis and cora< 
mons of the city of Dublin had for fome time endea- 
voured to obtain the concurrence of the Lord May- 
or and board of aldermen, in a petition to the throne 
againft the meafures purfued with refpeft to ihe colo- 
nies, but were anfwercd by the latter upon their firft- 
application that the matter was of the higheft im- 
portance, apd therefore inexpedient. Upon a fub- 
iequent ocpafion hpwever they feem to have concur- 
red in qhe meafure, as a committee of fix aldermen,, 
with as many commoners, and the recorder, were ap-- 
pointed to draw up a petition and addrefs. Thisi 
talk being at laft accompliffied, was arrefted in its pro- 
grefa by a negative from the mayor and aldermen. 
.■sy-rr-Thi^ occafional difpute between the Ihe-. 
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riifs and commons, and the mayor and court of al- 
dermen, which was carried on with great warmth, 
and ended in fome ferious refolutions and declarations. 

The impofilbility, of purchafing and providing for 
negroes, which the prefent difpute had occaGoned io 
our Weft India iflands, together with the lofs of the 
American markets for flaves, and the impediment 
caufed by the proclamations of council againft the ex- 
portation of arms and ammunition, had,' altogether, 
nearly extinguiftied our American trade. This lofs 
,was more particularly felt by the port of Liverpool, 
which had pofl'effed a much greater part of that com- 
merce, than any other in the kingdom. When the 
Guinea Grips arrived, they were laid up, in an uncer- 
tainty of their future difpofition, while their crews 
looked in yain for other employment. All the branch- 
es of commerce were alfo flackened in a great degree, 
and the crews of the Greenland fliips upon their 
return in July and in the beginning of Auguft, were ac- 
cording tocuftomdifchargcdjthe number of feamen out 
of employment in that town became great, and ac- 
cording to fome calculations amounted to near 3000. 

In this fituation the feamen complained that an at- 
tempt was made by the merchants to lower their wa- 
ges, in confequence of which a' violent commotion 
wasraifed among them, in which they cut the rigging 
of fome fliips to pieces, aflaulted fome • houfes, and 
committed other affs of violence. They at laft dif- 
perfed, and all became quiet. But they feizing a num- 
ber of them, and fending them to prifon, rekindled 
the flame with greater violence, fo that nothing could 
have been expefted but the deftruftiou of that flou- 
rift’.ing totvn. ■ The failors immediately aflTembled, pro- 
cured not only fire arnls, but cannon, and were pro- 
ceeding 
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ceedingto the deftruftion of theprifori, when its fafe- 
ly was .procured by the enlargement of their compa*- 
nions. ' ^ But their rage was too much heated by li- ‘ 
quor to be appeafed by conceffions. They not only 
proceeded to deftroy the houfes of obnoxious per-* 
Ions, but marched in a body to demolilli the exchange. 
The exchange was barricaded, fhut up, and defend- 
ed by the merchants and townfinen, and. fome lives 
were Icdl.upon this' occafion ; but the arrival of feme . 
light horfe piit an end to this diforder. In a fliort 
time there was fufficient employment found for the 
failors in tlic Klng’s fervice. 

About this time Mr Penn, late Governor, and one 
of the p[roprietors of Pennfylvania, arrived from' 
thence with a petition from the general congrefs to' 
the King, which he prefented through the hands of 
the Earl of Dartmouth. During the time that this 
petition hung in fufpcncej' the moft fangnine hopes- 
were formed by thofe who were carneft'-for peace,' 
or friends to America,- that it would have led to. an 
happy reconciliation, efpecially as *it had already’ 
tranfpired that it contained expreffions of the great-' 
eft loyalty, and was couched in the moft humble and 
moderate terras. But in proportion as' thefe hopes 
were received, was the degree of the" difippointment 
to thofe who fo eagerly wiftied forfo defireable an . 
event, when they found that Mr Penn was informed 
that no anfwer would be given to his petition. The 
Americans had alfo laid great ftrcfs upon the fuccefs' 
of this final application, and were faid to have relaxed 
their operations cOnfiderably upon that idea, until' 
they heard the eveOt;' This petition, which was fub-* 
fcrjbedby all the members of the congrefs, was full 
of expreffions of duty, refpefl, and loyalty to the King 
’ ' and 
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and of affeftion to the parent ftate* They attributed 
all the dilFerences and misfoituues which had hither- 
to taken place, to a pernicious fyftem of govern.naent 
adopted at the end of the !a(l war, and to the evil de- 
figns and condufl of miniders fince that time. They 
declared that they not only ardently defired- that th^ 
former harmony , between the mother country and the 
colonies might be reftored, that a concord might be, 
cflabliflaed between them, upon fo firm a bafis as 
to perpetuate its bleflings, uninterrupted by future 
differences, to fucceeding generations in both counwj 
tries. That notwithftanding the fuflferings of his Ma- 
jefty’s loyal colonies daring the courfe of the prefent 
controverfy, their breads retain too tender a regard 
to the kingdom from whence they derived tlicif ori- 
gin, to requdf fuch a conciliation as might in any 
manner be inconfiftent with their dignity or wel- 
fare. That tliefe, related as they were to her, ho- 
nour and duty, as well as inclination, induce them 
fupporr and a4vancc ; and the apprehenfions that now 
opprefs thpir hearts with unfpeakable grief being once' 
removed, his, Majefty will find his faithful fubjefts ou 
that continent ready and willing at all times, they 
have ever been, with their Ijves and fortunes, to af- 
fert and maintain the rights and intereds of his Ma- 
jpdy, and of their mother country. . j 

When this tuinous war and all its confequences arc 
Gonfidered, and the lengths w hich the parties had pro- 
ceeded to are remembered, they fugged a doubt of 
the fmecrity of the fentimentsthat were fet forth in tlus' 
petition. But the following part explains the parti- 
cular intentio n of what has juft now been mentioned. 

With all humility fubmitting to your Rlajelly’s wife 
Gondderation, whether it may not be expedient for 
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Facilititltt" thefe irtiportaht plifpofes, that yourhia* 
jefty be pleafed to direft feme ttiode by which the 
United applications of yoUf faithful colonifts to the 
throne^ in purfuance of thelf common councils may 
be improved into a happy and permanent reconcilia 
tion } and that in the mean time meafnres may be 
taken for preventing the further deftruftion of the 
lives of your majefty's fubjefts, and that fuch ftatutes 
as more immediately diftrefs any of your Majelly's 
C'llonies may be repealedi” 

Whatever the inward intentions of the parties 
might be, the language was conciliatory, and the re- 
tpjeft not immoderate. Such as favourad the plan of 
pacification by concelllon, complained loudly of Lord 
Dartmouth’s anfwer, as calculated to drive the coIo* 
nies to the laft extremities of independence ?.nd fo* 
reign connexions : for this reception, they faid, of fo 
dutiful and decent an addrefs, amounted to no lets 
than a renouncing of their allegiance. The friends 
of the miniftry took it in a different light. They 
granted that the petition had a very decent appear- 
ance : but then the authority of parliament was not 
formally acknowledged. They were alfo flill in arms, 
and on that account there was no fecurity that they 
could give that could be relied on. It was faid that 
they wanted to gain time by a negotiation, until tliey 
had formed ^ government, and efIablUhed their 
Ilrength in fuch a manner as would render all efforts 
for their reduXion ineffcXual. We had already gone 
too far in the expence of a war, and Ihould not now 
flop Ihort, but reap the benefits to government which 
always arife from an unfuccefsfiil rebellion. And be- 
lidcs thefe great objeXs of punifhing the obnoxious, 
and providing for gur friends, to rivet, without leav- 
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ing room for a future comeft, that unconditional fub- 
miflion upon America, which no treaty or negotiation 
could ever obtain. If amicable terms were entered 
into, all our expence and preparation would be thrown 
away ; we muft Ihrink back from our propofals made 
to foreign princes for hiring their troops, which 
would difgrace us in their eyes, as our tamenefs in 
putting up with the infolence of our own people^ 
would render us contemptible in the eyes of all Eu- 
rope ; and all that we have done would neither im- 
prefs the colonies with a fenfe of our dignity nor with 
the terror of our power. It was added, that the na- 
tion was prepared, by the language of war, for the 
event, and it was not certain, if the temper of the na- 
tion was fuffered to cool, that the people at another 
time would be fo ready to fupport fuch an undertaking. 
This favourable difpofition was therefore to be cul- 
tivated and employed in the critical moment. This 
was a part of the rainifterial reafoning at that time, 
and fltews the fpirit with which they were poffcfled. 
. As the time of the meeting of the parliament drew 
near, addreffes were poured in from all quarters, fomc 
in the mod violent, and fome in a more moderate 
flile, but all eondemning the conduft of the Ameri- 
cans, approving of all the ails of government, and in 
general recommending a perfeverance in the fame 
ftrong meafures, until the colonies were reduced to 
a thorough obedience, and brought to a full fenfe 
both of their errors and duty. In forae of thefe ad- 
drelTes, fevere and unjuft refleilions were thrown 
forth againft thofe gentlemen who had oppofed ad- 
niftration in the prefent American meafures, who were 
reprefented as factious and defperate meoj and ftigma* 
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luatizcd, as being not only encouragers* but in a greats 
racafure^ the authors, of the American rebellion.--; . 
This greatly inflamed the leaders of, rhe minority 
t^ainft the procurers of the addrefles, and only ferved’ 
to irritate the fpirit of oppofition againft the rainifters. 
Sind meafures which the addrefles were intended to 
fupport. It is Tfrell known with how much difficulty 
many of the addrefles were procured, and how few, 
after, all the diligenpe of rainifterial agenrs, fubferibed 
them. All fenflble,iHeq.confidered them as nothing 
more than the dilates of the miniftry, and the fub- 
(criptions forced fignaturesor teftimonies of the worth- 
lefsnefs of the, fubftribers. In fome places the fub- 
icribers confifted. principally of penfioners, crown-of- 
ficers, and dependents upon fome friends at the conrt. 
Sonoe of thefe. webe truly reputable and of an inde-; 
pendent principle of r-mmd, and refqfed to fign fuch 
;iddrefles a^ their dwait could not ;confent-,to. "What 
made Ibtne of-thjefe.addreffers .more fufpicious, was, 
they were generally promoted by ffich as were never 
remarkable for their , attachment- to the. revolution 
principles, , suid who had been deeply, involved in an 
unnatural rebellfon, againft King Georgf the Second, 
in.behalf of the Pretender. Thefe were now leading 
men. in, promoting the addrefles both in'^gland and 
Scotland, which made thofe who .were called whigs, 
fui^ped th« there.was fome fecret .carrying pn, uD' 
friendly to the copftiintion, and that the American 
war was only a colpur for a deeper ,fcherae, which 
was excogitated in fecret, mid would be revealed 
when all things were ready for its execution. Peo- 
ple who were acquainted with the Jacobites.through- 
out the .kingdom, and knew fometliing of their private 
ppRverfation, cpuld not but be aftoniflied at their 
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zeal for the prefent government. It ainrmed the 
friends of the revolution to fee all things put into their 
liands when they were certain they ftill held the fame 
principles which gave occafion to the revolution. It 
was faid that they had feen their error, and were now' 
friends to government, from a principle of convi^iion ; 
hut fuch as knew them were certain that this was 
falfe ; for in their private cabals, and among their 
friends, they fully difeovered their fentiments con- 
cerning the goed aid cattfe. It gave great ground of 
fiifpicion that this addrefs was a mere delufion, whea 
the town of Manchefler, remarkable for its rebellion 
in the year 1745, took the lead in this proceeding. 

The oppofiiion on this ocesfion fet forth Yhe con-' 
duft of the addreflers in the ftrongeft colours, and per- 
haps all the charity that was neceflary was not prac- 
tifed In their deferiptions. It was laid that the ad- 
drelTers were the legitimate offspring of tory towns, 
though they fprung up accidentally in others from the 
tory party ; and all the reproach of encouraging civil 
war and devaftation was thrown upon them : and it 
was added, that diftraffion at home and difhonour 
abroad were the conflant effeffs of the predominance 
of tory councils, Thcfe charges were laughed at on 
the other fide, who being ftrong in the fanffioft of au- 
thority, turned the tables upon the whig?, and charged 
them not only with caufelefs oppofition, but with 
difalfeffion to government 5 that if they appeared to 
fupport it for a time, it was only becaufe they had 
rendered it fubfervient to their own faftion ; but that 
whenever it was put upon an independent and re- 
fpeftable foundation, their eternal enmity could not 
be concealed, About this time the preachers began. 
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after a long intermiflion to enter upon politics. — 
Someoftheie diftinguiftied by the name of Mcthod- 
Ifls began to revive the doftrines of paffive obedience 
and non-refiftance, nearly as it had been alTcrted in 
thelaft century. By degrees this mo^Je of preaching 
ii^cnt higher, and all the jargon of Sir Robert Filmer 
was retailed in feveral pulpits. On the other hand, 
feveral clergymen, efpecially amongft the dilTenters, 
cfpouied the caufe of liberty with much fervour. — 
Among all the champions on either fide of the quef- 
tiort, none diftinguiflied themfelves fo much as pr 
Price, who profelTedly defftidcd civil libert}', upon 
principles that all his opponents, who have been ve-. 
ry numerous, were never able to confute. Many in- 
genious things have been faid by Dr Johnfon and Dr 
Shebbeare, but it is eafy to perceive a penfion operate 
ing through the whole of their difeufljons. 

The whigs were now divided into two parties, or 
rather torles, under colour of that name, oppofed the 

real whigs. ‘ Their difputes took now' a new turn 

The court whigs, as they were called, reproached 
the other with having abandoned their principles.— 
They faid that true whigs were the firongeft fupport- 
ers, not the mean betrayers of the rights of parlia- 
ment. That formerly whigs oppofed the crown when 
>t fet up prerogative in oppofition to parliament, but 
that now corrupt degenerate whigifin, malicioufly and 
iinconftitutionally oppofed the crown, becaufe it a<ft- 
ed in concurrence with parliament, and in fupport of 
Its inherent rights. That thofe whom the oppofition 
called tories, (at a time when toryifm is loft in loyal- 
ty and love of liberty) were much more deferving the 
appellation of whigs, than they who now' proftituted 
na;ae, and dilgraced its principles, by abetting an ^ 
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infotent and flavifli rehelligu againft the foie gHayd|^a »9 ■ 
cf freedom and order. . , • . • ' 

The other party retorted thcfe.eh^rge? wifh,fcorn. 
They faidthat the ewart whig^ tyere^fo fond, of their 
new allies, the rories, that tbe}vh?4 perfectly' gleaned, 
their opinions, arguments, andJanguage, and that they, 
denied toryifra to e^iit, becao'fe ,they .had.-hecpple. 
Tories thcmfelves. It was afferiedf that.whigtfm „djd, 
not confift in fopporting the power of parlianjentj Or 
any other power, .but of thq^ rightsloft.be people ; 
That as long as parliaments pro,tc^ed . thofe,r,ights. Ip 

long was a parliament facred But if parljamehtv 
■ffiould become an iqftrument pf Invading themj it waS- 
no better in any refpefl, and.,wprfe in feme, than iiiy 
wfier inltrument of arbitrary power ;,and thatlthe an- 
tient whigs, like the moderns, contended not foy 
names, but for things. They affirmed further,.,ihat 
•ihc tories now, as well as formerly^, arc true to their 
principles. , They never quarrelled, widi a. parlianvent 
of their own party, that is, a parliament fubfervJent 
on the crown, arbitrary, intolerant, and an enemy to 
the^freedom of paankind. That if parliaiqeot deftroy 
tqe liberty of die fubj.e^ in i^jnerica,. they i are .turn- 
jpg its principles every. where. They faid, .th?Lt to be 
burdened by parliament is not law and hberty, as tfic 
lories, in the maJk. of wlugs^ have the ,effron,ter.y 
to affert ; but to have the public exigencies judged 
of, and its contribution alfelfed by a parliament, ojr 
fome affembly (the name is, immaterial) .of its own 
ebojee, this. is law and liberty, and nothing clfe is fo. 
Such they faw were whig, principles ; becaaifc if 
they were different, the whig -principles could not 
form a.fcheme of liberty, but would be juft as flavifh 
as any that were imputed to the rank^ft flavery'. ‘ , 
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The nation by this method of reafoning was divid- 
ed and fubdividcd, and for a time became fo much en- 
gaged in debates, that they forgot their own intcrefts. 
Towards the meeting of parliament, they began to 
revive a Jittle, and to throw off that langour which 
had for fome time feized them. Petitions now met- 
the addreffes from varioiis parts of the kingdom, and 
it was for fome time doubtful which way the fcalc 
would preponderate. From the cities of London and 
Brill ol -very long reprefentatioas were prefemed, 
dwelling chiefly upon the inefficacy of all the late co. 
ercive and reftrifbve raeafures ; the mifchiefs which 

were ineveitaWe to our trade from the dellruftion of 
-- / * 

the American commerce, and the advantage which 
our rival neighbours would derive from our divifions. 

The diftrcffes of the Newfoundland filhery be-. 
came now an object of attention : government had not 
confidered a point that every ordinary difcerner might 
have perceived with half an eye. d’he Americans 
by way of retaliation had cut off all provifions from 
the fUhers in that part of the world, which threw 
them into the greatell confufion, and brought diflrefs 
upon all thofe who were employed by fea or by land. 
— To prevent the dreadful confequcnce of famine, a 
number of fliips, inltead of being loaded with fifli, 
were neceffarily fent off light to procure flour and pro- 
vifions where they were to be found. 

Upon the whole, it was computed, that to the 
value of a full half million flerling was left in the bow-- 
els of the deep, and for ever loft to mankind, by the 
flrft operations of the fiftiery bill. Thofe who were 
averfe to the American meafures confidered the cala- 
mities which fell op the Britifti filhery as a fort ofjudg- 
Xttcnt from Heaven agaipft thofe who made laws to 

deprive 
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deprive mankind of the benefits of nature. To the 
fame caufe they were ready to attribute a dreadfiif 
temped, the fury of which was chiefly difcharged on 
the Ihores of Newfoundland* This awful wreck of 
nature, was as Angular in its drcumftanccs, as fatal in 
its effeds. The fea is faid to hate rifen thirty feet 
almoft inftantaneoufly* Above feven hundred boats 
tvith their people perilhed, and fevefal Ihips with 
their crews* Nor was their niifchief lefs on the land, 
the waves overpafling all mounds, andfweeping every 
thing before them. The Ihores prefented a fliock-> 
ing fpeftacle for fome time after, and the filliing nets 
Were hauled up loaded with human bodies* 

The circumftances together with the ill fuccefs of 
the lad campaign, and the difficulty of recruiting at 
home, feCmed for a while to cad a damp upon the 
fpirit which had been raifed and kept alive with fo 
much indudry, for carrying on the American War* — * 
But the court was riot difcouragcd. Through all ob- 
dacles they proceeded direftly to their objeft. They 
opened feveral negociaiiorts on the continent of Eu' 
rope, in order to fupply the deficiency at home* If 
was however a matter ofdilficalty to procure the aid 
they Wanted* The greatnefs of the didance, and the 
adventuring into a new world were terrifying, and 
rendered the profpeft of return doubtful. Germany 
was the only open market for that fort of ntlerchan- 
diae ; but the fending of its people to fuch a didance 
being liable to be condrued as contrary to the condi* 
tution of the empire, might have happened to be re* 
fented by the emperor, or by fome other of the princes 
of the empire* And provided the opinions or defires 
of men, who were redrained to aft like machines, 
had been matters at all to have been confidcred, 
the idea of fuch a voyage to anjinland people, who 

feared/ 


A.D. r77« THE AVAR IN AMERICA. lij 

fcarceljr knew the fcaby report, mull have been hate- 
ful and odious in the higheft degree. 

In thefc difficulties a negotiation is faid to have 
been fet on foot with the court of Peterfburgh for 
50,000 Ruffians^ but without efifefl;. A long negoti- 
ation was alfo carried on at the Hague, for the Scotch 
Brigades, which had for many years been employed 
in the Dutch fervice, ?nd always been allowed to be 
recruited from Scotland. Xfic Dutch, who conCder 
tbeir own cafe once to have been the fame with that 
-of the Americans, avoided falling into an inconliflency 
in helping to opprefs others by rejefting the propo- 
fal. The Dutch confidered this war as extremely 
impolitical, and, except thofc in the Scotch intereft, 
it was generally condemned oyer all Holland, It is 
not to the honour of Great Britain, that in all the 
countries of Europe, in which public aiiairs are a fub- 
jeft of either W'riting or converfation, the general 
voice has been in fayour of the Americans. It is faid 
that Voltaire and Rouffeau, who feldom agreed in any 
one thing, were unanimous in their opinion in behalf 
of America, and condemned the raeafures of the Bri* 
tifh miniftry. R has been always affirmed by the 
friends of the roiniftry, that the oppofition of their mea- 
fures was frivolous and unreafonable, and proceeded 
from difaffeftion j but even men and philofcphers quite 
ilninterefled) have had the fame opinion w’ith thofe 
that have been fo unjuflly charged with difafteftion. 

After tlie miiiiflry were difappeinted in their 
hopes of affiftaace from Holland and Ruffia, they 
Were obliged to apply to the petty German princes 
for a fufficient number of their flavifh vafTals to affia 
in cnflaving the colonies. T. hefe little tyrants, who 
fuppofc that their fubjefts are made for no other pur- 
jjofe tut to ferve the ends cf thefi' ambition, and 
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fupply that beggarly dignity which they afteft to fiip- 
port, were ready to bring their (laves to fo good a 
market, where they were feenred in a fn(hcieiit price 
for them, whether dead or alive, to uphold the tawdry 
fplcndor of their defpotical courts. The Princes of 
HelTe and Brunfwick, and fome others of inferior fig* 
nificance, furnilhed the quotas agreed for, but even 
thefe were ftill infufficient to accompany the fanguin- 
ary purpofe of a minillry that thirfted greedily after 
blood. It was thought alfo nccelTary to fend five bat- 
talions of his Majerty’s eleftoral troops to the garri- 
fons of Gibraltar, to replace the like number of Eng- 
lilh forces, with an intention to incrcafe the pow'er of 
the Britilh army in America. Had the liberties of 
all Europe been at (take, or the Proteftant religion 
been in the utmoil danger, the government of Britain 
could not have (lie wn more anxiety, than they did to 
have the colonies brought to unconditional fubmiffion 
to the will of minifiers. In the midfl of all this zeal 
and diligence to fulfil the end of their fchemes, they 
were dreadfully thwarted by the hand pf providence, 
which though thcmfelves cpuld not or would not 
perc.’ive it, was obferved by all the world befide, who 
had opportunity to contemplate the events.. After 
providing 5000 oxen, 14,000 (Ireep, and a vaft num- 
ber of hogs, and large quantities of vegetables, toge- 
ther with 5000 chaldrons of coals, and large abun- 
dance of four crout, with near half a million value of 
fait provifioas, the wind and weather proved unfa- 
vourable, The fleer was detained upon our poafis, 
and tolTed about with tempefts, till the greateft part 
ofthefheep and hogs perilhed, fo that the channel 
was ftrewed ^ith floating carcafes of thefe anintals. 
The four crout fermented too faft, and of cpnfequence 
perilhed, 'The wind and yepther djd not prove fa- 
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vourable after they cleared the coaft. In the mid- 
feas, wind and weather were particularly unfavoura- 
ble, and nearer they approached America the wind 
grew more contrary and tempeftuous. I he periodi- 
cal winds blew full in their teeth, and drove them 
from the coaft, and feveral of them were drove to the 
Weft Indies, where they arrived in great diftrefs. 
Others which were got entangled with the American 
coafts, were either taken or feized in thofe -harbours 
and creeks, where they put in for ftielter. The few 
that arrived at Bofton were prodigioufly fliattered, 
and their cargoes fuficred greatly. Very little of th? 
vaft provifion, procured at an enormous expence, ar- 
. rived at the place of its deftination. 

The account of thefe difafters rendered the miniftry 
ftill more unpopular, and the nation confidered thefe 
misfortunes as much to proceed from mifmanageraent 
as from accidental caufes. They perceived that nei- 
ther the feafon of the year, nor the courfe of the 
winds had been taken into the feheme of the miniftry j 
that they had fent aw'ay the fleets at an improper fea- 
fon, as if they intended to throw all the provifions in- 
to the fea, and wantonly to wafte the fubftance of the 
nation. Their policy had failed in almoft every thing, 
and their fchemes were all abortive. Finding that 
the nation was more and more difgufted W’ith their 
proceedings, they wanted to turn the views of the 
people lo lome new objeft. Nothing is more ready 
to attraS the attention, and aifefl the minds of per- 
fonsofany feeling, than objeftsof diftrefs : thehuma- . 
nity of this country w’as now addrelTed in behaft of 
thofe who had fuffered in the American war, and a 
fubfeription was opened about the end of the year, 
for the relief of the foldiers at Bofton, and of ihe wi* 

. dows and children of thofe ihat were llain. Tho 
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fclieme was moft liberally fupported, and fcvcral 
ihoiifand pounds were fubfcribed in a flaort time. 

That part of the fcheme that related to the foldiers 
was confidered by no means as an aft of charily ; for 
as goTcrnment had received money to fiipply the 
troops, ii was thought fir they fliould be fupplied 
therewith,' without begging from the public. Many 
therefore witheld their bounty both' on that account, 
and alfo out of principle, bccaufe they would not 
have an hand in carrying on fo unjufl and unrighteous 
a war, as they confidered this to be. Others 
thought too much had been fpent already, and there- 
fore refufed to give any fupport to a fcheme that only 
v/ould, in the end, ruin the nation.^ To move the 
fympathy of the nation, fome Ihips were loaded with 
maimed foldiers, their wives and children; in the mofl; 
wretched condition. The prefent was a mod pitiful 
fpeftacle ; and exerted the humanity of the benevo- 
lent. This was the firfl ocular demonftration that wc 
had at home that the Americans could fight. We 
“ had been told that the provincials would not ftand, 
that they run away at the fight of our men ; and few 
of our foldiers were either killed or wounded. But 
now the queftion was in every one’s mouth, who- 
wounded and maimed them in fuch a manner ? Hence 
it began to be believed, even at home, that the colo- 
nies would fight, and that our lofs had been greater 
‘ than the miniftry had told us. This fubfeription was 
confidered as a foit of political touch-fione, and the 
degree of attachment to government was fuppofed to 
be meafured by the extent of the bounty. 

The miniftry were now at their laft fhift with re- 
gard to the means to be ufed to keep the fpirit of the 
people in favour of the Araetican war. Confpiracies 
■ were contrived to throw reproach upon the lords 
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and gentlemen in oppofition to the meafures of go- 
vernment, and the moft diftinguiflied noblemen and 
gentlemen were pointed at. They were charged 
with being the incendiaries, who by their dark and 
wicked practices had kindled the war. This kind of 
ftile was crammed into many addreffes, and the news- 
papers were induftrioufly filled with it. It was confi- 
dently afierted in thefe minifterial rehicles of fcandal 
and abufc, that a very great number of letters from 
che moft confiderable peers and members of parlia- 
ment had been intercepted, and were aftually in the 
hands of government. Thefe it was faid would be 
laid before the council of the nation, when the tower 
would be fpeedily fitted with perfons of rank, and a 
rich harveft of impeachments and punilhraents fuc* 
cced. This fcandal was carried fo far, that it was 
faid, a number of the members of both houfes who 
were deferibed and underftood, would not venture to 
attend their duty in parliament at the meeting there- 
of. Thefe were impotent malicious ftiifts, which ge- 
nerally attend a weak caufe, and are never praflifed 
unlefs by defperate and wicked men. They always 
fuggeft the crimes which they accufe others of, and 
fometifnes put into the minds of bad men, to do what 
they never would have thought of. 

At the opening of the feflion of parliament, an ex- 
traordinary report of a confpiracy tv'cnt abroad, 
which atfirft Teemed alarming, but in the end appear- 
ed as full of folly as it W'as of wickednefs. This mat- 
ter is fo well known, and was fo fully fet forth in the 
gazette and other papers, that it is necdlefs to en- 
large upon it. It may fuffice to obferve, that Mr 
Sayre, a banker in London, and anAmerican by birth 
Was accufed of a defign of feizing the perfon of the 
King, to convey hiuj out of the nation, and then, 
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overturn the government. The means faid to have 
been provided for this end were fo inadequate, that 
it could hardly have entered into the minds of any 
perfoH in the ufe of their reafon, either to, have con- 
trived luch a fcheme, or to have believed the exigence 
of fuch a’ contrivance. The conclufion of this a mat- 
ter demonflrated the folly and wickednefs of the a- 
gents, and the diftrefs of government for fchemcs to 
divert the minds of the people from brooding upon 
their blunders and mifmanagement. It never hap- 
pens under wife governments that fuch i inadequate 
means are propefed to anfwer fuch purpofes. In all 
Hates they have been ranked among the follies and 
infirmities of the ftates, or ftatefmeu who have pur- 
fued them; and this feeble device to fcandalize the 
patriots,. will Hand polled among the follies of the Bri- 
tilh rainillry for this year, in all the^ records where 
it is mentioned. Thofe who were in tlie oppofition 
to the meafurcs of the miniftry, held his Majefty's 
perfon as facred as his mofi intimate cabinet-friends, 
and in all things that belonged to his real honour 
Would have ventured more than thofe who accufed 
them of difaiTection. Thofe who are guilty of giving 
princes bad council, are never thofe that can fafely 
be trulled in the time of imminent danger. Since the 
days of Floddenfield, one henefi; man like the Earl of 
Douglas, is worth all the nobles ofa nation for the 
fafety and honour of a fovereign. 

The fpeech from the throne fully declared the re- 
folution of the cabinet ; and nothing but war and un- 
conditional fubmifiion was propofed to the colonifis. 
The various addrelTes echoed the fame doftrine, and 
the majority in parliament confirmed whatfoever the 
miniftry propofed. The minority made a good de- 
fence, and oppofed with much fpirit the addreft that 
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wiis propofed to be made to the kings fpeech. The 
fpeech was taken to pieces, and every part of it moft 
fcverely examined. The rr.inillcrs were charged with 
having brought their fovereign into the moft difgracc- 
ful and unhappy fmiation of any monarch now liv- 
ing. Their conduft had already wrefted the fceptre 
£>f America out of the hands of' their fovereign, and 
now they wanted to attempt impoffibilities, to re- 
cover what diey had loft through wantonnefs and in- 
capacity. The charge brought againft the colo- 
nifts with relpeft to their intention of independency, 
from the beginning of the controverfy, was refnted by 
arguments which the miniftcrialifts could not contra- 
It was affirmed againft diem, and they could 
not refute it, that their accufing the colonifts of this 
defign, was only to cover their own guilt and mifma- 
nagement ; and that the Americans had not behaved 
iiifidionfly, but fairly and openly in all their rranfac- 
tions with government ; that they had from the be- 
ginning told the miniftry openly, honefty, and boldly, 
without difguife or referve, and declared to all the 
world, that they would not fubmit to be taxed arbi- 
trarily by any body of men whatfoever, where they 
were not reprefented. They did not whifper nor con- 
ceal their ferftiments in this ptmticular, but had from 
f]\c beginning fpoken uniformly tlie fame language. 
They had plainly told what they would do, if preffed 
to the laft extremity, and therefore the minftry were' 
fully informed from the beginning with'their whole de- 
fign. But the accufations now brought againft them 
were only mean parched coverings of the nakednefs 
of bafe afrions, which all men that were not loft to 
every feeling of human nature would be afhamed of. 

The miniftry could not at this time pretend that 
lijey had go-ne blind-fold into thefe foplifli and abfurd 
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meafurcs which they were bent in pnrfuing ; for they 
had been warned every feffion of parliament what 
would be the iffue. Their meafurcs fceraed to have 
roceeded from wilfulnefs and obftinacy, rather than 
from ignorance and millakc : they were bent upon 
bringing the colonies to unconditional fubmilfion, 
with a view to render them fubfervient to arbitiary 
purpofes of government, to ferve their own palfions 
and appetites for penfions and places. 

It appears fomewhat ftrange, that at this time, and 
ever fince, the miniftry have thrown the reproach of 
the ill fuccefs of the American war, upon the gentle- 
men of the oppofition, when there has never been any 
thing demanded in parliament for carrying it on, but 
what has granted according to their own dcfircs and 
wiQies. They were indeed forewarned by men wha 
faw more clearly than they either did or would fee, 
what would be the HTge of fuch wild and impolitic 
meafiires, and were advifed to defift from ruining the 
empire. This was all that the minority ever did, 
and this was all that they could charge them with in 
carrying on the American war, or interrupting its 
intended fuccefs. The miniftry fplit upon a rock 
which has ruined them all along. They trufted ta 
the information of their own penfioncd governors, 
who having fallen out with the colonifts, were care- 
ful to mifreprefent them, and to deceive their mafters, 
for the fake of their own emolument and advantage. 
Thefe hirelings of ftate w^ere now fofonred by the 
oppofttion of the people to their meafurcs and defign^ 
and had met with fuch difappointments, that their 
whole information to government was dictated by a 
fettled revenge. 

The 
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• of bririgifi^la' foreign' trobp^ bccafiotied 

ft lobg and Tev^i'ie debate in pailiaaicSiti This mea^ 
fure 'was T^enfared’bbtli as Ul^g^l and iiiipoliticaU To 
bribg ici fck'eign fort^'itttio tht*BriuIh dbrbinibns was 
ctmfidired contrafjr t04be law bf the lahd^ * and expo- 
fidg.our.bWn weaknefs’j liiofeover, fhewed a 
deftj^jn gbvemtfiehtj rathe f than nbt'irtiie abfolutely 
bver theik^ own fabje^^^i TO trhge to German flavcs* 
to help them to Aippoft;their tyra'nny» It Was faid, 
that thofe.Who Wottld iiot hear the reafonable requcfts 
of their oWn* fubje^, v^^re now tOftned fuppliaiits to 
petty llates ' for aid to fopport their arbitrary^ tnca^ 

> ‘ ^Thera are’ tlme^ of gen^rai infatnation, * whcik eveh 
thbfe ' who difapprove of' the publie meafures that 
‘teod to rain thebtV gave’ theta -as thhchTupp^ as if 
they Were conduced with the-gtea'eeff WifdoUi> and 
were caicUiated-tD proteote their tkiefiiteVeftsi • Tho* 
‘the cOa^try gentfctaeh in parfiataent Were' called lipoh 
to taind their • oWn interertsy and lo 'op[k)fe thofe 
fteps of the thinWry which led ' 'to the ruin of 
the nation, vyct they rtili voted with the court ^ and 
^divided in general :\vkh*^he minlflent r'They W^ere 
‘ afked, if they would for tKeir ‘eyes^ to -be 

blindedi and dot'ftffer^thetafeWes to fee* the deflruc- 
live-incaiiires tha^ ‘Were! cai^ryliig^ on 3 'without once 
hefitating or reflecting upon the comr^von^rnih in wliich 

• t'hey >Were involrihg themfel^^^ and the. Whole; nation ? 
Would' they {till follow^ Without examinatioti or'4:rtquu 

* ty, thofe leaders that had* deceived^ and 'tained' them 

in etery things Until they -had brcWglu the nation in- 
to its prefent difaitrbus Vltu ltion*^ sHad they yet had 
^me tacoiiftdcr' the diflSLenlti^ attendiaf the-fUppor{ 
of yOjOod on the {life' fite Atlatirief Had 

they dOafidcredrbt mude any calcuiationji^’hmv ju^ny 




thoufand 


TU 


» ! S T a R Y 0 r A. B, t7t€ 

thoafand toas of (hippiag would be' Ufecelbiry for 
their coaveyaocc »ad for their fupport, or what th« 
expeace might amouot to of fupplyiog thein from 
Smithfield marker^ with vegetables, aad> all other' 
secefiaries from Londoa and. its neJghboarhoodi— ~~ 
Thefe were matters of feriotts- eonltderauoQ. The 
land-tax was pbe ratied tofour ftulimgs to ^e pound, 
and the mo^t fangoine imagiaatien could ^arcely 
hope that ever it would be agahs lowercd,^ even fup» 
poling the mod fortunate change of eircumihmees.— > 
Many arguments were nfed by the minority to fihew 
ihe preieat ewls, and future bad tendency of carry- 
ing on the American war ; but the miniltry were fo 
full of thek own feheme of iabjngadng the coionids, 
that they would ltdea to no advice, however dilutary- 
Thefe difpates proceeded from the King’s Ipeecb, 
and they arc folong and Rdioes, that to give them 
at full length would be irkfome to the reader. It is 
fofficient to obferve, that the debates were principal- 
ly ^ried on for and againd an addrefs. to the 
King, on accoemt of the i^eeh from the throne. The 
amendment propoled by the minority was rejected by 
the majority, and the original quedion earned for 
the addrels without adiviiiotu > 

The next topk of debate, was concerning tho 
{ending of Hanoverian troops to Gibraltar. In this 
debate, the friends of the mhuder were divided in 
their opinion i even thole who bad warmly fupported 
the American war oppofed this meafure, and when 
the meafure came to be debated, the minidcr found 
many of thc^e be thought were his kiends j.oined 
vnth thole in oppofitton. It was ii^ed upon, in 
the mod peremptory terms, that the meafure was ille- 
gal and UDConditutional in the lad degree ^ that it 

was repugnant anttfobverdTe of the principles of the 
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tSli of rights ; tjiat lY trouM eftaUJfh a precedent oT 
a'moft. alarming and dangerous tendency, as it recog- 
nized a right iti the crown to introduce foreigners' in- 
to Britain, and to raife armies without the coixTctit of 
parhameat ; that it was ftiU more alarming, and tc- 
^uired the more immediate reprobaudn, V from its bc^ 
ing wanton and nnneeeflarj in point of poRcy, and 
from its being fo ftrenaoafly dreaded by the tainiilers, 
both of which offered too much room for ap^hen* 
fion, that its avowed pnrpofes covered others of a Ve- 
ry different nature. The miniftry vindicated the 
meafiires upon the plea df neceffity, and the ground 
of precedent, namely, that of the Dutch troops being 
bought into England in the year 1745# It was alfo 
infifted upon as thoroughly legal and eonftStutional, 
and "the crown lawyers endeavoured to rc&rsiti the 
^nffru^ion of the bill of rights, by fiiewing that its 
operation extended ho farther than tbU ifland. .The 
minifter was now puflied hard, both by fome of his 
friends and thofe who had been dniformly in the op* 
pofifion, to (hew his real intention in propofiog fuch 
aclaufe mche addrefs to the King, as hinted chat 
they confidered it as a favour to have Hanoverian 
troops • ferit ' to Gibraltar^ and wanted him to give af^ 
fufance, * thac if the addrefs was fuffered to pafs in 
that form; tfiat he would on (bme future day to be 
appointed, bring the legality of the meafure under 
the cohfideration of the' Houfe. The minifter waa 

> - » « . m ' 

however abfolutely inflexible upon that point. He 
confidered tliis peeviftinefs of his party as deferviog 
rather reprchenflon than indulgence. They could 
obtain no direa anfwcr from hhn ; and at length, 
when he could no longer fliift an anfwer, he faid, 
with an . apparent indifference^ which he fuppofed 
would iatimidaic the deferters, riiar another time 

' would 
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wcH»W afford a opportuaity of difcuffing thc ^abi- 
)e^ {iwn the prefear, Many of rbe country gentle- 
iBcn 6pnfid<?,rcd.ihU Aeadinefs of the.mlntfteT;^?^ ejt- 
•^ediaglyvill-timed.i ;but h« feada? much intereft ami 
addi^fs; aj!t tight for rhe;pfef6ftt3.aBdgo| 

the threareiiedftprrtv putt fyer,. ■■ 

, ,'Ope .particular circumAance j.which attended thefi? 
debater, was, the. defefilon of General Conway from 
adminiAmtiofl, who after expreffing his utmoA de- 
tcQatipn of th4.t.mjniAefiaI principlie, thatpecfons hold » 
ing plac-efi'miiA implicitly Aipport government in 
Ca]fes wh«foe’fir> and howetner cMtr^ry yo their prin- 
ciples ;.he then condemned in the moA decifivc term*, 
the American war, which he declared to be Cruel, «n- 
patnral, iind pnneeefTary; ; (Jailing it in plain terras,, the. 
butchery.of hb fellow-ful’jeflg, and to which his con- 
fcience focbad..him to give affent. He condertoed 
every idea bf (Jciaqnering the.cploniAs, upon all the 
rules of juAice,. expedience; and pra4dcabHity, ' Ho 
fpake'ia the moA nnreferved terms againA the.rightj 
of tHx«ion, itod wiflv'd to fee the declaratory law r«- 
jutaledv tlKxigh it had; been paffed trader hjs bwn'aufr 
pices, ,'whcfi in- adminHlran(in.i and though on abAraft 
legal- principles hetbotijeivt it: right; and at the time of 
pidTing proper ihdneceffiir.y, rwlter’thanrit'flipuld- be 
employed to colour deftgos the moA oppofite to the 
intentions publicly, declared of ihofb-whn Aipportcd. 
it in parliament, apd partrciilarly Oppofite to thofe of 
}i 1 s own at thc.nroeof his motlngit. He' called, upoa 
the miniAcr to give font# information concerning the 
Aate of affairs in merioa,- that they might know, 
with certainty upon what ground they Aood, and 
were Hkely hereafter to Aand, before they paffed a 
bloody addrefs which would be a Aanding record a- 
gainA them, and tvhich, notwithAMAing the profufion 
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of fophifiical tirgunncnts, that were now ufccl to be 
'jtalmed upon then, by_ endeavouring to explain away 
its fubflance, and to reprefent it only as froth and 
compliment, \vould not only be found a curb upon, 
but mull in :i great degree influence their conduft 
throughout the fcfllon,jnotwithftanding any information 
they , might have to the contrary. , Some of the co.un.. 
.try gentlemen Ukewifc faid, that they had gone with 
the minlfler in the preceding feAIon, upon the fuppo- 
fujon, that he h^d given them authentic informa- 
tion with regard to America, but now finding by the 
event that they had been impos’d upon, and totally 
deceived, it became abfblutely ncceflary to have a full 
and clear flate of affairs laid before them, prior to thtir 
entering upon any bufinefs upon the fubjeft. • , 

This matter prefled very, hard upon adminiftration, 
and ye.'^ed tlicra exceedingly. The accounts from 
America were ai^this time unfavourable ; and it was 
doubtful whether we had any thing left there. The 
miinhfer had influence enough to w'avc off any particu- 
lar enquiry concerning information that was in his 
pdfleflion, but there was as much already gone abroad 
and puWilhed from other fources, as rendered it diffi- 
cult to sIccuUQt for tijc failure of fuccefs in many in- 
fliances, and to guard againfl the cenflire which of 
-coarfi; atteadc'i' if. Ipdireft acknowledgments were 
made, that miattprs had not been carried on as could 
thavc bctn.'whbed, but where the error lay they could 
not rcH : but that a- great force was now to be fent 
outV‘Which would enfurc fuccefs, and matters would 
take a new turn. Thus did t|ie miniflry proisife one 
time after another, without having either any formed 
•plan or defign that had the fmallefl probability in them. 

The Duke of Grafton at this time deferted the ml- 
•jwftfy, .which alarmed them greatly ; — he gave for p 

rcafqq 


Digitized by Google 



i:« H I S T 0 R Y' O F ’ A. D. 

rcafon that they had miflcd him by falfc infermation, 
and had never given a true account of the ftate of 
American affairs : that they bad never given a true 
account of the fafts with regard to the difpo&ion of 
the colonifts, and that he had always [jbeen made to 
bc'ieve that matters would never come to an extremi- 
ty of that nature which had happened, but that an ap^ 
pearance of coercion was all that was requifite to 
cllablifh a reconciliation, and that the ftrenger go- 
vernment appeared, and thebeuer it was fupported, 
the fooner all difputcs would b« adjufted. . Up decla- 
red, that nothing lefs than a repeal of all the Ame-? 
rican laws which had been paffed fmee the year 1763, 
could now reflore peace and happinefs, or prevent 
the mofl dcflruftive and fatal confequenccsfsrconfe- 
qucnccs which could not even be thought of without 
feeling the utmofl degree of grief and horror. In the 
Houfe of Lords it was fairly proved, upon the Duke of 
Mancheftcr’s motion concerning the Hanpveriai) 
troops, that it was inconfiftent with the bill of righttt 
to bring in foreign troops, withopt an act of p^rlia? 
ment, into any part of the Britifh dominions ;ind that 
the doing thereof v/as diffolving the conflitution, and 
fetting afiue the laws of the land, 'whereby the crowq 
was made fuperibr to all law, and the liberties of the 
fubjeft totally overturned, ITie debates upon this 
fubjeft on this occafion were warm, and all the argu- 
ments in favour of arbitrary power* and thofc againft 
it, were canvafTcd again and again, S.ome lawyers 
maintained doftrines in defence of the meafures totally 
oppofite to the whole Britifli confliiutiqu, for w^ucH 
they were feverely reproved. 

After many debates to no purpofe, the eftimatea 
for carrying on the war were laid 'before parliament, 
and paired by a large majority. After this, fome 
‘ ■ - changes 
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changes happened in adminiftranon. The Duke of 
Grafton refigned the privy feal, and was fucccedei 
by the Earl of Dartmomh, who was fucceeded by 
Eord George Germaine. The Earl of Rochford hav* 
ing retired from bulinefs, was facceeded by Lord 
Weymouth, who liad continued out of employmeni: 
lince his refignation on the affair of Faulkland's I- 
{land. Several other changes happened about this 
time, according as the humours of the court chai^d 
to operate. 

The petition of the congrefs, which had been deli- 
vered to his Majelly by Mr Penn, became now the fob- 
je£l of a warm debate. A copy of this petition was 
brought before the Lords, among fcreral other pa- 
pers, when aaoble Duke in oppofition obferved, thaa 
he faw Mr Penn below the bar, and moved that he 
might be examined, in order to eilabliOi the atuliend- 
city of the petition, before they entered into any de- 
bates opon its contents,: thereby to obviate the doubts 
which might arife upon that bead, and be a mean of 
interrupting their proceedings. Tins motion alarms 
cd the miniftry exceedingly- They eafily perceived 
that the motioa was not merely intended to authenti- 
cate the petition, but thaf it extended to laying be- 
fore the Houfe all the information concerning Ameri- 
ca, which they could draw from a perfon lo much 
mailer of the fubjeft as Mr Penn. They objefled t* 
the motioa in point of order j em its informality ; oa 
its want of precedent, being contrary to the eftabliffi- 
ed mode of proceeding ; that the bringing in of extra- 
neous matter by furprife, and breaking in upon the 
moll ferious and important deliberations, by fudtkaly 
calling their intention off to the examination of wit- 
neffes, and to new fubjefls of difcuflion, would be dc- 
^u^ve of the or4cr and gravity which always diflin- 
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jjuifiied their proceedings. I'hey' alfo coritended-thar 
this ra^afurc would eftablifh a rooft pernicious prccci 
dent, as it would neccffarily follow, that every petiti-* , 
on from whatever quarter of the globe j mult be accofti* 
panied by evidence to eftablifli its anthenticiry. They* 
obferved, that improper queftions ihight be afleed 
Mr Penn, which might draw frerm him what mrgh^ 
tend to prejudice him with refpe^t to his private for- 
tune and affairs in America } that his evidence-mighr 
have the fame effeft with refpeft to others who wtftf 
friends to government in America, and Whoj by a pub- 
lic expofure of their private cotiduft in its faveUri 
would be liable to perfoCal danger, and ruin to their 
fortunes. - 'fhefe’ trifling objcftlous were all anfwer- 
ed in fuch a manner, that none of the mJnifltriaMftS 
could make a reply, but the motion was rejefted by a 
majority of 36 to 22. The nobleman who made the 
morion, and who is remarkable fot* his perfcvenencc', 
made another, that Mr Penn be cxamhicd at the bar 
the next day. Tho’ this motion could ’not decently 
be refufed, yet fo diftgrecable was every fpecids of 
enquiry to the miniftry, that another debate arofe 
upon it ; but it was at length agreed that he fhould 
be examined, at a time appointed, which was the icth 
of December. 

Many curious particulars came out in the examina- 
tion of Mr Penn, which government w’ould have de- 
fired never to have been known. He informed the 
Houfe, in the mofl clear and diftimft manner, of alt the 
particulars concerning which -he was interrogated, 
and fpoke with an ingenuity that did him much ho- 
nour. He informed them concerning what the colo- 
nifts intended to do, and what they did nor, and a- 
mong other things, declared that they had no inteh- 
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tibn to attempt IhJepend’sncjr, unlefs they were dri- 
ven to it by the violenc^e ;of the mother country; He 
made no hefitation in declaring the ilrehgth of h,'S 
own province, and informed them that the colony 
contained 69,00,0 nren able to bear arms ,U'iat 
thefe 20,900 had entered yoluprari.ly to ferve Viih* 
out pay, and were armed and embodied before his de- 
parture. Being alked concerning that voluptee;’ 
force, he replijCd, that it inchaded men of the befh 
fortune and charafter in the province, and that it .wa,S 
Compofed generally of men vvbo were -pediefied of 
property either Janded or otherwife. 7 hat m ad- 
diiiond body of ^,5,00 mjnytE^men had fipc,e beep 
railed in the province, wllo vyere to be paid whep 
jealled out to feryice. That they had the meanp 
njaterials for cafting iron cannon in great plenty ; tb,af 
they call brafs cannon in Philadelphia, apJ that thpy 
made fmall arm? jt) great abiindance and perfedion. 
He concealed nothing that ?night he of iervice to ipr 
form ihi? nation of W'hat was Her intereft and duty iq 
obfe.rve concerning the colonics. 

After the examination was finiilmd, the Dhke of 
Ihichmond;, tyho had prppofed it, made a tUotjon for 
reconciliation with America upop the fbbting of the 
petition, which, after a long debate, was rejeCftd by a 
large , majority, and luaiters left tO proceed upon 
the ruinous plan upon \yhich they had been hithtyto 
carried on. " It -\yas eafy to pcrc;iye, that government 
was determined to purfue the iaiiguinary mea.^ 
furc pf reducing the ep'oni's to uncondWional 
fubmililoD, in fpite of ali cppviiljon of the im- 
poffiliiity thereof; for though all conciliatory 
fchepies were rCjeClcd, the prulii! itory aft was 
brought ipandfiipported with gr at zeal. 1 his bill 
iy*s a full proof of the lengths they i.utndcd to go, 
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and fhewed the extent of their purpofes. Tins aft 
totally forbade all trade and intercourfe with the thir- 
teen united colonies. All property belonging to the 
Americans, whether of lliips or goods, on the high- 
feas,or in th* harbours, were declared forfeited ro the 
caprors, being the officers and crews of his Ma- 
jefty’s ffiips of war ; and feveral daufes of the bill 
were inferred, to facilitate and leffien the expencc 
of the condemnation of prizes, and the recovery 
of prize money. There were feveral other daufes 
in this bill inconfiflent with all the rules of policy and 
found judgment, which gave the Congrefs a fuffi'- 
eient handle in point of argument for proceeding to 
their aft of independency. They were now thrown 
out of the King’s proteftron, and made rebels and 
out-laws by a new aft of parliament, which was con- 
fidered by them as inconfiflent whh the feveral laws of 
the conflitution ; for which reafon it was argued, that 
the coropaft between the King and tlie people being 
thereby diflblved by an aft of the ruling powers, the 
people in the colonies were thereby freed from all 
obligations of obedience, and were again brought 
back to a flare of nature. There appeared a real 
want of wifdom and juflice in this prohibitory bill ; for 
though they had yet no proof that the province 
of Georgia had acceded to the affociation, vet that 
province was included in the bill, and given up by au- 
thority of parliament to be plundered by every war- 
fliip that fliould come upon the coafl. Bnt what was 
mofl barbarous and abfurd in the reflralning aft was, 
that all thofe who fhould be taken on board any Ame- 
rican vefTcls were indiferiminately to be compelled 
without diflinftion of perfons to ferve as common 
failors in our fhips of war. This was a refinement in 
tyranny which was worfe than death, and w'hich the 
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moft favage nations had never thought of nor prac- 
tifed. To make prifoners, who fiiould have the mis- 
fortune to be taken _ this plundering war, fight a- 
gainll their own families, kindred, and countrymen, 
and after being plundered themfelves, to become ac- 
complices in plundering their brethren, was a ftretch 
of cruelty beyond the invention of heathens, and 
could only be devifed by Papifts or Jacobites. This 
cruelty was jUill heightened by this dreadful circum- 
ftance, that thefe unhappy perfons who were thus 
compelled were fubjeft to the artit’cs of war, and 
ijable to be (hot for defertion. This devilUh and ty- 
rannical la'af refembled much the Scotch law of in- 
quilition, by which the prifoner was fqueezed or rack- 
ed with boots and thumbikins till he difcovered all 
his friends or accomplices, and thereby was made 
the inllrument of the ruin of thefe that were deareft 
to him, and whom he loved beft. If ever any human 
creature fhall, in any age of the w'orld, attempt to vin- 
dicate or colour this law' with the varnifli of humanity, 
he piuft be, by all the friends of human nature, con- 
fjdered as allied to a rank of beings, who arc ftrangers 
to every idea of mercy and benevolence. To be 
reduced to fuch a condition as this law fuppofes, is 
the lad degree of wretchednefs and indignity, to 
which human nature can be fubjefted. It obliged 
EngliChmen to praeftife a cruelty unknown to the mod. 
favage nations. Such a compulfion upon prifoners 
as this bill enforced, w'as never known to be pra^lifed 
in any cafe of war or reballion ; and the only exam- 
ples of this fort that can be produced, mud be found 
amoagd pirates, the out-laws and enemies of humah 
foclety. The chief author of this tyrannical law may 
cafily be traced from a fpeech of a certain law lord, 

Wlw declared while the bill was depepding, That we 

were 
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’evefe iid\^ to confiUer the queltiohs of the original 
right or wrung, j'uriic'e o:r inju'iticc ; we were now en- 
gaged in a war, and iVuili uie our ut»noft efforts to ob-«' 
tain the endi prop'ofed by it j We mud fight or be 
puilued ^ and the jmtwe of the caufc mylt: give way 
to our prefent fuuatioa. To thi» he applied the la^ 
conic fpecch of a scotch foldier oi fortune in the fef- 
Vice ofGuilavus Adoiphus, who pointing to the enemy, 
faid to ins men. Sec 5 on tliofc lad-. ? kill them or they 
will kill you. Sncii a Iptccii rioiu ouc oi tue hiit 
judges of tuc nation, Ihews plainly what jmtiCe W'C 
may expect, provided our ju-ies do not protect us. 
The fAerell puui.hment that could be iadifled upoa 
fuch an enemy to human nature, would be to coniine 
him to be a perpetual wimTs of fupreme benevolence' 
and p'hilantlirdpy. l£ is fuificieilt to roufe the refent- 
ment of ail wlio have the fmailell degree of humanity 
in them to hear or read luch a fpecch. It brings to 
the reiders remeinbrauce afpeechwhich Milton puts 
into the mouth of oiie of his lallch angels ; Evil, 

BE THOU Mtf GOOD. 

The colotiifts who had hitherto deferred the pro- 
ject of independency, which was fuggdted to them 
by tlie mealVes of the pariiaiuenr, Were now driven 
to this iheafure by the violent proceedings that have 
been already m^'inioncd. They found that they 
■were now to be perfccuted with all the vengeance 
that the government could \nfli£t, and that while they 
femaiaed in a hate of dependence upon Great Bri- 
tain, no uatioa could alford them any alliftance, They 
therefore ciittie to a relolufion to declare thcmfelves 
independent (fates, and to renounce 3II allegiance to 
the Britiili government, and all political connexion 
yvifh ihewothei country, ihtrr declaration of inde- 
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pendency they "»ve the reufons 6f tneir proceedings,- 
and fet forth to tlie world the ^-ievaiices they had long 
complained of without being heard. Their own 
words will belt fliew their reafons and fentiments up- 
on the fubjeft. 

Jlcaforis alfigned by thfe Continental Congrefs, for the 
North American Colonies and Provinces withdraw- 
ing their allegiance to the King of Great Britain, 

In CONGRESS, July 4, 1 776, 

A DECLARATION by the RErangCNTATivEs 
of the UNITED STAPES of America, in 
General Congrefs aflenibled. 

When, in the couffe of human events, it becomes 
neceffafy for one people to dilToUx the political bands 
which have conneifted them with anothe r, and to af- 
funie among the powers of the earth the feparate aii4 
equal ftatioH to which the Ia>vs of nature and of Na- 
ture’s God intitle them, a decent refpeft to the opi- 
nions of mankind requires tliat they Ihould declare 
the caules which impel them to the feparation. 

We hold thofe truths to be felf-evideut ; that all 
hieri arc created equal; that they were endowed by 
their Creator with certain unalienable |righ{s ; that 
among tlief? are life, liberty, and the purfuit of hap- 
pinefs. Ihat to fecure thefe rights, governments are 
juftitured ampfig men, deriving their juft powers froni 
the confehi of the governed ; and, whenever any form 
of government becomes deftruftive of thofe ends, it 
is the right of the people to alter and ab'olilh it, and 
to inftitiufe a hew government, laying its foundation on 
fpcli printrplcs, tmd organizing rtppower J in futli form, 
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as to them fliall feem moft likely to effeft their fafety 
and happinefs. Prudence indeed will dilate that go- 
vernments long eftabliflied (hould not be changed for 
light and tranfient caufes ; and accordingly all expcr 
riencehaih (liewn, that mankind are more difpofed tOf 
fufTer, while evils are fufFerable, than to right them? 
(elves by abolifliing the forms to which they are accuf» 
tomed ; but, when a' long train of abufes and ufur-r 
pations, purfuing invariably the fame objeft, evinces ^ 
defign to reduce them under abfolute defpotifm, it is 
their right, it is their dufy, to throw off fuch govern- 
ment, and to provide new' guards for their future fecu- 
ficy. Such has been the patient fufferance of thefe 
colonics, and fuch is now the neceffity which con- 
drains them to alter their former fydems of govern-; 

ment. The hidory of the prefent of — , is 

a hidory of repeated injuries and ufurpations ; all ha- 
ving in direft object the edablifiiment of an abfolute 
tyranny over thefe dates. To prove this, letfafts be 
fubmitted to a candid w'orld. 

He has refnfed his affent to laws, the mod whole-, 
fame and neceiTary for the public good. 

lie has forbidden his governors to pafs law’s of im-. 
mediate and preding importance, unlefs fufpended iti 
their operation till his adent diould be obtained ; and^ 
when fo fufpended, he has utterly neglefted to attent^ 
them. 

He has refufed to pafs other laws for the accom- 
modation of large didrifts of people, unlefs thofe 
people would rclinquidi the rights of reprefehtation. 
n the legidature ; a right incdimable to. them, and 
formidable to tyrants only. 

Hellas called together Icgidative bodies at places 
unufual, unccmfcrtat-Ie, and didant from the depofir 
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Tory of their public records, for the foie purpofe of 
fatiguing them into compliance with his meafure. 

He has diiToived Reprefentatives Houfes repeated- 
ly, for oppofmg, with manly firmnefs, his invalions oii 
the rights of the people. 

He has refufed, for a long time after fuch dilTolu- 
tion, to caufe others to be erefted ; whereby the Ic- 
giUative powers, incapable of annihilation, have re- 
turned to the people at large for their exercife ; the 
State remaining in^the mean time expofcd to all 'thd 
dan'Ters of invafion from without, and conyulGons 
within. . ^ r 

He has endeavoured to prevent the population of 
thefe States ; for that purpofe obflrufting the laws for 
naturalization of foreigners, refufingto pafs others to 
encourage their migrations hither, and raihng the con- 
ditions of new appropriations of lands. 

He has obftruaed the adminiflration of juftice, by 
refufing his affem to laws for eftablifhing judiciary 
powers. ' 

He has made judges dependent on his will alone, 
for the tenure of their offices, and the amount and. 
payment of their falaries. 

He has erefted a 'multitude of new offices, and font 
hither Iwarms of officers to harrafs our people, and 
eat out their fubfiftence. 

He has kept among us in times of peace {landing 
armies, without the confent of our Icgiflatures. 

He has affefted to render the military independent 
of, and fuperior to, the civil power. 

He has combined with others to fubjefi: us to a ja ’ 
rifdiftion foreign to our conftitution, and unacknow. 
ledged by our laws, giving his affem to their pretend- 
ed afts oflegiflation : 

For 
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For i^qg/tcriog large bodies of arra,c J troop? among 
iis ; 

For protefUng them b)' A mock trial, from puqiflt- 
ment for any murders which they lliolild commit ofl 
the inhabitants of thefe States : 

For emitting off oaf jrade with all parts of the 
Srorld 1 

For impofjpg faxes oo ,us whhout our copfent : 

For depriving us, in many cafes, of the benefit of 
trial by jury : 

For tranfporting us beyond feas to be ti led fof 
pretended offences. 

For aboliftl.ing the free fyfiem of Engliih laws in a 
neighbouring province^ eflablilhing therein an atbU 
trary government, and enlarging its boundaries, fo as 
to render it at once an example and fit infirument for 
introducing the fame abfolutc rule into thefe colonies: 

For taking away our charters, aboiiuiing our mpfi 
valuable laws, and altering fundamentally the forms 
of our governments ; 

For fufpending our own legiflatures, and declaring 
tliemfeives invelted with power to legif.ate for ws 
in all cales whatfoerer. 

He has abdicated government here, by declaring to 
out of his proteftion, and waging war aga’inft us. 

He has plundered our feas, ravaged our coafis, 
bnrnt our towns, and defiroyed the lives of onr peo- 
ple. 

He is, at this time, tranfpoTting large armies. of fo- 
Tctgn mercenaries, to complete the works of death,- 
defolation, and tyranny, already licgnn with circum-* 
ftances of cruelty and perfidy fcarcety parallelled ini 
the moff barbarous ages, and totally unworthy the 
Lead of a civilized natroa. . 
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He has rondr.ained our fello'v-citizcns, taken cap- 
ilveon the high Teas, to bear arms againfi their coun- 
try, to become the executioners of their friends and 
brethren, or to fall themfelves by their hands. 

He has excited domefHc Infurreftions amongft us, 
and has endeavoured to bring: on the inhabitants of 
our frontiers the merdlefs Indian favages, whofc 
known rule of warfare is an unclii tinguiflied deftruc- 
Uon of all ages, fexes, and conditions. 

In every ftage of thefe oppreffions we have petiti- 
oned for redrefs in the moll bumble terms ; oiir re- 
peated petitions have been anfwered only by repeated 

injury. -A prince, whole charafter is thus marked 

by every aft which may define a tyrant, is unfit to be 
the ruler of a free people. 

j Nor have w’e been wanting in attention to our Bri- 
tifli b'rethreb. We have warned them frei u nrly of 
at:empts, by their Icgifiature, to extend an unwar- 
rantable jurifdiftion over its ; we have reminded them 
of the circumllances of our emigration and fi t-, 
tiemertt here j we have appealed to their native juf- 
tice and niagnanimity ; and we have conjured them 
by the tieS of our conimon kindred, to d^avotv thefe 
ufurpations, which w'ould ineveitably interrupt our 
conneftions and correfpondence. Tiiey too have 
been deaf to the voice of jullice and confiuu uini- 
ty. We muft therefore acquiefee in the iiecei’ity 
which denounces our feparation, and hold tlten., us 
we hold the reft of mankind, enemies in war, i.a 
peace friends. 

We, therefbrs, the reprefentatives of the Unit, d 
States of America, in general congrefs afiembled, ap. 
pealing to the Supreme Judge of the world, for the 
reftitude of our intentions, do, in the name, hud Ly 
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the authoriry of the good people of thele colonies, 
folemnly publifn and declare, that thefe united colo- 
nies are, and of right ought to be, Free and Indepen- 
dent States^ and that they are abfolved from all alle- 
giance to the Britifh crown, and that all political con- 
nexion betwixt them and the Hate of Great Britain, 
is, and ought to be, totally dilTolred ; and that as 
free and independent dates, they have full power to 
levy war, conclude peace, contraX alliances, edablifli 
commerce, and do all other aXs and things which in- 
dependent dates may of right do. And for the fup- 
port of this declaration, with a firm reliance on the 
proteXion of Divine Providence, we mutually pledge 
to each other our lives, our fortunes, and our facred 
honour. 

Signed by order, and in behalf of Congrefs, 

JOHN HANCOCK, Prefident. 

Atted. Charles Thompfon, Secretary. 

Articles of confederation and perpetual union be- 
tween the States of New Hampfliire, Maffachu- 
fett’s Bay, Rhode Ifland, ConneXicut, New York, 
Pennfylvania, the counties of Ncwcadie, Kent, 
and SulTex on Delaware river. Mar} land, Virginia, 
North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia. 

N. B. Thefe articles of confederation, after having 
been long weighed, and difculTed, line by line, in 
the congrefs, were at length refqlved upon, and 
figned by all the delegates, the 4th of OXober, 
1776, at Philadelphia, fuch as they are here fet 
forth ; and in confequence were immediately fent 
to the other dates, to be confirmed by them. 

Article I. 

THE Thirteen States a’ ove-mentioned, confede- 
derate themfelves under the title of ^he United States 
^America* II. 
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II. 

They contraft, each in their own name, by the 
prefent conflituti^n, a reciprocal treaty of alliance 
and frienulliip, for their common defence, for the 
maintenance of their liberties, and for their general 
and mutual advantage ; obliging themfelves to affifl; 
each other agetinft all violence that may threaten all 
or any o,ne of them, and to repel in comuton all the 
attacks that may be levelled againft all or any one of 
them, on account of religion, fovereignty, commerce, 
or under any other pretext whatfoever, 

III. 

Each (late refirrfes to theihfelves alone the exclu- 
five right of regulating their internal government, 
and of framing laws in all matters that are not includ- 
ed in the articles of the prefent confederation, ancf 
which cannot any way prejudice the fame. 

IV. 

No ftate in particular, fhall either fend or receive 
embaflies, begin any negociation, contraft any en- 
gagements, form any alliances, conclude any treaties 
with any king, prince, or power whatfoever, without 
the confent of the United States, affembled in general 
congrefs. 

No perfon, invefled with any poll wliatever, under 
the authority of the United States, or any of them, 
whether he has appointments belonging to his em- 
ployment, or whether it be a ccir miffion purely con- 
fidential, lhall be allowed to occept any prefents, gra- 
luities, emoluments, nor any offices or titles of any 
kind whatever, liom any kings, princes, or foreign 
powers, 

And the General Affiembly of the United States, 
nor any State in particular, lhall not confer any tide 
•f nobility. 
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V. 

T'.vo, n^r f'-veral of the faid States fltal! not have 
power o foriii al ianri s or confcderatio; ^ nor con* 
elude any private treaty among therr.fehJ. , without 
the content of the United ‘Stares, affcnibled in Ge- 
neral Congrefs, and without the aim and duration of 
that private conveiuion be exactly fpecined in the con- 
feut. 

VI. 

No State fha’l lay on any impods, nor edahlilh any 
duties whailoever, the elTeft of which might alter 
directly or iudit e<ftly, the claufes of the treaties to be 
coaclu.h.d iu-re ,f.cr by th ATemblyof the United 
States witli any kings, princes, o power \yha>foever. 

vil. ' 

There (h llnmbek-pt by any o'” the fail St.tes 
in patticuijr, ary veucis or fhips o war a ove th^ 
number jiiaged neceifary by the Affcmlly of' the U- 
nited Staici, for the defence of that State and its 
cO'umercc j and utere fhall not be kept on foot in time 
cf peace, by any ot the faid States, any troops . b > ? 
tlie numl)‘=T dtiertniued bv the Afembly of th. U d- 
p i Stages, to guard the ftrong places, or forts ’ ne- 
ceir.i, y toe the defence of that State ; but each StatQ 
ih.di always keep up a w'eii difeiplined militia,' fufiici- - 
ently armed and equipped, and fliall be careful to pro- 
cure, and keep in conflaht readinefs, in the public 
inagazines, a fulticient .number of held pieces and 
tents, with a proper quantity, of ammunition and im- 
plements of war. ‘ ; 

VIII. 

When any of the faid States fiiall raife troops for 
the common defence, all die officers of the rank of 

toloiiel, aud under, Hull be appointed by the legifla- 
' , 

t -> 


Digiti; Google 




4 -D. I77« THE WAR IN AMERICA. 1:41 

tjve body of the State that (hall have railed the troops, 
or in fuch manner a> ih^t State &all have judged pro-, 
per to regulate the nominations ; and when any va- 
cancy happens in ihefe polls, they &all be filled up 
by the faid State. . ' 

IX. 

All (he expence of war, and all other dilburfe- 
ptents, that flaall be made for the common defence or 
the general weal, and that (hail be ordered by the Af- 
fembly of the United States, {hall be paid out of the 
funds of a common treafury. 

That common treafury {hall be formed by the con^ 
tributions of each of the aforefaid States, in propor- 
tion to the number of inhabitants of every age, fex, 
or quality, except the Indians exempt from taxes in 
each State ; and in order to fix the quota of the con- 
tribution, every three years the inhabitants {hall be 
white people {hall be deftinguilhed, and that enuraer- 
aiiou lhali be fent to the aflTembly of the United 
States. 

The ta^es appropriated to pay this quota {hall be 
laid and levied in the extent of each ftate by the au- 
thority and orders of its legiflative body, within the 
time fixed by the ailfembly of the United States. 

Each of the faid States fliall (bbmic to the decifionff 
of the AlTembly of the United States, in all matters or 
qudlions referved to that AlTembly by the prefent aft- 
pf confederation. 

XI. 

No Stato {lull engage in war without theconfent of 
|he United^ States alfembled in Congrels, except in 
cafe of actual invafion of fome enemy, or from a cer- 

taiQ 
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tain knowlcf1'»e of a refolurion taken by fomc Indian 
iiaiioii to attack them, and in tliat cafe on!y, in which 
the dancjer is too urgent to allow them time to con- 
fult the other States. 

No particular State fhal! give any commilTion to 
vcfleis, or other Qiips of w'ar, nor any letters of 
marque or reprifals, till after a declaration of v. ar made 
by the AfTembly of the United States ; and even in 
that cafe they lliail be granted only againft the king- 
dom, nr of the power againd wh'ch war lhall have 
been fo declared ; and (hall conform, refpeftiiig thofe 
objeths, to the regulations made by the Aflcmbly of 
the Uaued States. 

, . XII. 

In order to watch over the p-eneral intereft of the 
United States, and direft the general affairs, there 
ihall be nominated every year according to the form 
fettled by the legiflative body of each State, a cer- 
tain number of delegates, who fliall fit at Philadcl- 
j)hia until the General Alfembly of the United States 
fliail have ordered otherwife ; and the frft Moiiuay 
in November of each year, fliall be the a-i a f xed for 
their meeting. 

Each of the above-mentioned Stales fliall preferve 
the right and power to reca'l, at any time whatever 
of the year, their delegates or any one of them, and 
to fend others in the room of diem for the remainder 
of the year ; and each of the laid States fliall main- 
tain their delegates during the lini'e o( the general 
Alfembly, and alfo during the time they fliall be mem- 
bers of the Council of State, of which mention fliall 
be made hereafter. 

XIU. 
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' XIII. 

Each State fliall hare a vote for the deciflon of 
queftions in the General AlTembly. 

XIV. 

The General Aflembly of the United States, fliall 
alone and exclufively h^ve the right and |)o\ver to de- 
cide of peace and war, except in the cafe mentioned 
in Article XI. — to eftablifli rules for judging in all ca- 
fes the legitimacy of the prizes taken by fea or land, 
and to determine the manner, in which the prizes ta- 
ken by the land or fea forces, in the fervice of the 

United States, fliall be divided or employed; to 

grant letters of marque or reprifal in time of peace ; 
to appoint tribunals to take cognizance of pira- 
cies, and all other capital .crimes committed on the 
high feas ; to eflabiifli tribunals to .receive ap- 
peals, and judge finally in all cafes of prizes ; to 

fend and receive ambalTadors ; to negociate and 

conclude treaties or alliances ; to decide all dif- 

ferences aftually fubfifting, and that may arife here- 
after between two and feveral of the aforementioned 
States about limits, jurifditilion, or any other caufc 
whatfoever — to coin money, and fix iis value and 
flandard ; — to fix the weights and meafures through- 
out the whole extent of the United States ; to 

regulate commerce, and treat of all affairs with the 

Indians who are not members of any of the States ; 

to eftablifli and regulate the pofts from oae State to 

another, in the whole extent of the United States ; 

to give commiflions to the other officers of the faid 
troops, who fliall have been appointed by virtue of 
Article VIII. — to appoint all the officers of ma- 
rine in the fervice of the United States ; to frame 

all the ordinances aeceffary for the governornment 
. and 
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and difcipline of the faid land and fea forces ; and to 
direft their operations. 

The General AfTembly of the United States fhalt 
be authorized to appoint a Council of State, and fucK 
fcommittces and civil officers as they fhall judge nc- 
telTary or gniding and difpatching the general aiTairi 
under their authority, whilft they remain fitting, and 
after their reparation. Under the authority of the 
Council of State. They ftiall choofc for prefidei't 
one of the tnembers, and for fecrctary the peiTori 
whom they Ihiall judge fit for that place ; and they 
may adjourn at what time of rhe year, and to What 
place in the United States they (hall think proper.— 
They fhall hare the right and power to determine 
and fix the Aims necelTary to be raifed,' and the dif- 
burfements neceffarv to be made ; -to borrow, mo- 

ney, and create bills on the credit of the United States*' 
to build and fit out fleets ; — to determine the numbef 
of troops to be raifed or kept in pay ; and to’ re- 

quire of each of the aforefaid States to compofe the, 
army, a contingent proportioned to the number of 

its white inhabitants.— Thefe rcquifitions of the 

General AfTembly fliall be binding, and in confequen^e 
the legislative body of each flare fhall nominate the' 
particular officers, levy the men, arm and equip then! 
properly ; and thofe officers and foidiers, thus a.’’rncd- 
and equipped, fhall proceed to the place, and withirf 
the time affixed by the General AfTembly. 

But if the General AfTembly, from fome parti cular 
drcumflances, fhould think proper to exempt one or 
fcveral of the States from raifing troops, or to de- 
mand of them lefs than their contingent, and fhould 
on the contrary judge it convenient that one 6r feve- 
ral others Ihould raife more than their contingent j — 

the 
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ytrovidecl with bfficrrs, arrtted and equipped in the fame 
manner as the contingent, nnlefs the legiflative body 
t)f that^ or of thofe of the Stares to whom the tequilii 
lion (hall have been made, (hould deem it dangerous 
for themfelves to be drained of that number extraor- 
dinary, and in that cafe they fliall furnifli no more 
than tkrhat they think compatible with their fafety, and 
the officers and foldiers fo equipped ffiall go to the 
place, and within the time fixed by the General 
Afl'embly. 

The General Allembly ffiall never engage in any 
war, nor grant letters of mark or reprifal ih timb''of 
peace j, nor contract any treaties of Alliance or other 
conventions, except to make peace ;-bor c<jin money 
or regulate its value, nor determine or fix the fums 
neceffary to beraifed, or the difburfemeiits necefiary 
to be made fof the defence or ad'vanrage ‘of the Unit- 
ed States, or of fome of them, nor create bills, nor boft- 
.row money on tire credit of the U.iited States, not 
difpofe of any fums of moneys nor .refoive on tht 
number of fliips of war to be built or purchafed, oC 
on the number of troops to be raifed for land or Tea 
fervicc, nor appoint a command or chief of the -land 
and fea foreesi but by the united cenfent of nine of the 
.States: and no qlieftion on any point ^hatfotver, exi 
Cept for adjourning from 'one day to aitother^ fhall be 
-dcctded,'lbut by a majority of the United States. 

iNb .dqlegates flmll be chofen for more Ihaii three 

:.ycifS'ont:of fix. ’1^ 

<jNo peifan Invefted'With any empldyYneht whatever 
-in tlic! extent of the United States; and riceiVirg, by 
virtue- df) that employment, either' by •himfelf of 
through the hands of any Other for him, any falarirs, 
Wages', or emolumema whatever, fhall be chofen a 
•dtiegate* T The 
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The General AlTembly fliall puWifli every month a 
journal of their fefllons, except what fliall relate to 
treaties, alliances, or military operations, v'hcn it 
ftiall appear to them that thefe matters ought to be 
kept fecret. The opinions /)ra and con of the dele- 
gates of each State, fliall be entered in the journals as 
often as any of the delegates fliall require it; and thefe 
fliall be delivered to the delegates of each State, on 
.their demand, or even of any one of the delegates of 
each State, on their demand, or even to any one of 
ihe delegates of each State, at his particular requifi- 
tion, a copy of the journal, except of the parts above- 
mentioned, to be carried to the legiflative body of his 
refpeftive State. 

XV. , 

The Council of State fliall be compofed of one de- 
legate of each of the States, nominated annually by 
the other delegates of his refpeftive State, and the 
cafe where thefe eleftors might not be able to agree, 
that delegates fliall be nominated by the General Af- 
fembly. ' 

The Council of State fliall be authorized to re- 
ceive and open all the letters addrelTed to the United 
States, and anfwer them ; but fliall not contraft any 
engagements binding to the United States.— They 
fliall correfpond with the legiflative bodies of e?ch 
ftate, and with all perfons employed under the autho- 
rity of the United States, or of fomc of the particular 

legiflative bodies. They fliall addrefs thetnfclves 

to thefe legiflative bodies, or to the officers, to whom 
each State lhall have entrufted the executive power, 
for aid and affiflance of every kind, as occafion fliall 
require.-^ — They fliall give inftruflions to the gene- 
rals, and dirc^l the military operations by land or by 
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fea j but without making any alterations in the ob- 
jeds or expeditions determined by the general Af- 
/embly, ,ualefs a change of circumftances intervening 
and coming to their knowledge fince the breaking up 
,of,the AlTembly, fhould render a change of mcafures 
indifp^nhbly neceflary. They lliall be careful of the 
.defence and prefervation of the fortreffcs or fortified 

ports.—! They fhall procure information of the fitu- 

ation and defigns of the enemy. They fhall put in 

execution the tneafures and plans that fhall have been 
rcfolved by $lie General AlTembl)’, by virtue of the 
powers with ■yvhich they are inflreflcd by the prefent 
confederation. — — They fhall draw upon the treafures 
for the fumSj the deftinavion of which flvall have been 
fettled by liie General AfTcmbly, and for the payment, 
of the contrafti which they may have made by virtue 

of the powers that are granted to them. They 

fhall infpeft and reprove, they fliall even fufpend all 
officers civil or military afting under the authority of 

the Uni ei States. J.i the cafe of death or fufpen- 

lion of any officer, whofe nomination belongs to the 
General Aflembly, they may replace him by what per- 

fon they think proper, until the next Aflembly. 

They may publifla or difperfe auihemic accounts of 
the military operations.— They may convene the Ge- 
neral AlTembly for a nearer term than that to which 
they bad adjourned when they feparated, if any im- 
portant and unexpefled event fhould require it for 
the welfare or benefit of the United States, or fome 

of them. They fliall prepare the matters that 

are to be fubmitted to the infpeftion of the General 
Aflembly, and lay before them at the next fitting all 
the letters or advices by them received, and fhall ren- 
dey an e?;a£f account 9f all that they have done in the 

interim. 
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interim. — —They (hall take for their fecretary-a per-r 
fon fit for that employment, who before he enters on 
his function flrall take an oath of fecrecy and .fidelity. 
The prefence of feven members of the Council will 

empower them to a£l:. In cafe of the death of 

one of their members, the Council (hall give notice of 
it to the colleagues of the deceafed, that they may 
chufe one of themfelves to replace him in the Coun- 
cil until the holding of the next general meeting ; — 
and in cafe there (hould be but one of his colleagues, 
living, the fame notice fliall be given to him, that he 
may come aii4 take Ips feat until the next fitting. 

T ' • 

XVI. 

In 'cafe that Cimada fiiould be willing to accede to 
the prefent confederation, and come into all the mea- 

A H 

fures of the United States, it (hall be admitted into 
the union, and participate in all its benefits. But nq 
other colony (hall be admitted, without the confent of 
nine of the States. 

The above articles fliali be propofed to the Icgiflar 
live bodies of all the United States, to be examined 
by therp ; and if they approve of them, they are dcfirr 
cd to aiuhorife their delegates to r<uify them in the 
general Afifembly ; after which all the articles winch 
conftitute the prefent confederation, fliall be inviola- 
bly obferved by all and every of the United States, 
and the union (hall be eftabliflicd for ever. 

There (hall not be made hereafter any alteration in 
thefe articles, nor in any of them, unlefs that tlie al- 
teration be previoufly determined in the prheralAf- 
fembly, and confirmed afterwards by the legiflative 
bodies of each.pf the United States^ 


Jlcfoivcd 
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■ Refolved and figned at Philadelphia, in Congrefs^ 
the 4th of Oftober, 1776. 


THIS fubjefl was largely debated at home by wri- 
ters of different charafters and capacities. The 

crimes of the colonifls were painted in the llrongeft 
colours by feveral court writers. Their peijury in 
breaking their oath of allegiance to the King, their 
ingratitude to their mother country, which had nou- 
rilhed and brought them up like children, were ftrong- 
ly reprefenied and infilled upon. The right of Bri- 
tain to tax them in all cafes whatfoever was fet forth, 
in the llrongeft light that the authors were able to re- 
prefent it ; and diftinftions were devifed to Ihew, that 
all colonifts when they leave a country mull be ruled 
by laws in many cafes diTerenr from thofe in the mo- 
ther country. The lawyers found that the colonifts 
polTcfs no freeholds in the fame manner that the pa- 
rent (late pofleffes them, and upon this principle con- 
cluded, that as the colonifts were not freeholders, 
they had no claim of a reprefentation more than thofe 
jn Britain who have not freehold eftates. 

The friends of the colonifts confidered this kind of 
reafoning as unjuft,ablurd, and inconclulivc. Theyin- 
fifted that the ftrft colonifts carried all the rights of 
Englilhmen along with them, and were as much Eng- 
lilhmeu in New England as in Old England. Tliat 
they were not baniflied for any crimes they had com- 
mitted in their own country, nor had they tranfgreffed 
any laws which they were bound to obey ; that they 
had purchafed lands of the original proprietors, and 
jiad received a charter of proteftion from the mo- 
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The greateft parr cyf’ the province of New York isen» 
clofedi in iflands, whkh being long and narrow were 
expofed^on all fides to the hoililities of our fleets, and 
to the defcent of our troops, with every advamage in 
their favour, whilfl; they continue in a flats of enniityV 
When reduced, the protedian of the (hips of war 
would be as efleitual in their prefcrvation as their 
hoftility had been in theirredufii'on* I he Central f'ftu- 
ation of this province afforded great advantages. The 
war would be carried on with equal facility, either in 
Connefticut and the continent of New York on the 
eaftern fide, or in New Jerfey and from thence td 
Pennfylvania on the weftern ; or it might have been 
transferred to and from either place at pleafure. . So 
that this fituaticMi enabled the Briiifli commander to 
prefcribe the Icene of aftion, and to quit it when he 
had a‘ mind, t wliile if the army was twithdrawn from 
the field, he m'ght by means of the Great North Ri- 
ve f, and the different channels between the iflands and 
the main land, with his Ihips and detachments harrafs 
and ruin the adjacent countries ; at the fame time that 
the provincial, however powerful, could make no ac- 
tempt upon the iflands that would not be attended 
with the greatefl: difadvaritages, and liable to the u\oft- 
etntnem danger. Another great objeff in view from 
this Situation,- vvas that provided General Carletoii 
cbuld join General Howe by the North’ or Hudfon’a 
River, they would then cut off all communication be- 
tween the northern and fouthern colonies. To crown , 
thefe advantages, Long Ifland which w.is confidered 
as a ftore-houfe for both the fleet and army, was ta 
be held for the fupply of all neceflTaries ; and it was 
fuppofed the inhabitants were well-aflefted to the 
aufe of government. Some part of the plan of oper- 
• ation 
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ation 'was not fo very difficult, but experience proved 
that the whole fcheine was by no means prafticablei 
The management of this lall part of the plan was 
committed to Lord Vifeount Howe and his brother 
Sir William Howe, two officers of good charafters 
and known abilities, in whom the nation put much 
confidence, and the government feemed alfo to trufl; 
A powerful army was appointed for this fervice, be- 
fides the Britilh forces of about looo Waldeckers and 
Ileffians. The whole force, provided all the parts 
had been united at firft, was fuppofed to have amount- 
ed to 35,000 men. Perhaps this might be only the 
calculation which was made upon paper, that gene^ 
rally exceeds the true complement by a confiderablo 
degree. It is not likely that ever fdch a number at 
one lime could be brought to aftion in any place. — ^ 
It was, however, a formidable armament, and a larger 
army than ever had been fent by any European pow-j 
cr to the continent of America. With an army infe- 
riorinnumber to this, Alexanderthe Great madehira'j 
telf mailer of the whole Perfian empire. The troops 
Were fuppofed to be the belt in the w'prtd, and under 
the command of as good officers as were in all Eu^ 
.rope. They were well provided with all forts of pro- 
■vifions. Warlike (lores, and ammunition,- and befides 
fupported by a numerous fleet, well appointed atrd 
commanded by the bed officers. ' Tire Genprad and 
Admiral, befides their military power, wcfe inyclleti 
with authority as commiffioners by aft of parliament, 
for relloring peace to the colonies, and for gramiiyg 
pardon to fuch as Ihould deferve mercy', f it may be 
obferved here that the ideas of mercy fuppofed in po- 
litical dates feldom anfwers the ends propofed by the 
odedng of it, and this appeared evidently in the me-* 
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‘thod nowpropofed of offering mercy to the colonies. 
It v/as mercy which was to be merited by a£iions to be 
performed contrary to reafonable conviftion of error, 
and was rro way calculated to gain the affe&ions or 
reach the heart. Mercy never fuppofes merit, but al- 
ways implies forgivencfs freely and gracioully bellow- 
ed, from a fenfe of which all rebellious principles and 
errors of mind are overcome, and thofe that are for- 
given, obey and return to their duty, merely out of 
love. Had Lord and General Howe’s mercy pro- 
ceeded Hipon this principle, the American War had 
been ended long ago, and Great Britain would not 
"have fmarted under the rod of a civil war, nor groan- 
ed under fu^h a load of taxes and national debt as Ihe 
does at prefenr. 

, The fituation of the army at Halifax, was far from 
being elegible^ the country was barren, and not Ca- 
pable of affording a fufficient quantity of provifions, 
'nor was the place even fit to afford a fufficient quar- 
, ■ ter for the private men, who were obliged to continue 
aboard the Ihips during the whole time they Hayed 
,therc. 

' While the General waited at Halifax for reinforce- 
‘ ments from Britain, he grew impatient, being preffed 
by the. want of provifions, and other difadvantages. — 
He at lad, without waiting for his brother Lord Howe, 
"departed from Halifax with Admiral Shuldham, 
’ about the toth of June, and arrived at 5andy-Hook 
about the end of the month. Sandy Hook is a 
point of Land that lies at the entrance into that con- 

• fluence of founds, roads, creeks, and bays, which are 

• formed by New- York, Staten, and Long Iflands, the 

• continenr off either fide, with the North and Rariton 

‘".Elfcr?.** 'On their paffage they were joined by fix 
— U traafport-. 


Digitized by Google 



HISTORY or - 



A. D.‘i77^ 


tranfports with highland troops on boards who had 
been fcparatcd frqip (eyeral of their companions in 
their voyage. Thefe that were miffing, with about 
450 foldiers, and fcveral officers,. .were taken by tlie 
American cruizers, and carried into Bpfton. . pene- 
ral Howe found the places of accefs to New- York 
Ifland ftrongly fortified, defcnded by ' a numerous ar- 
tillery ; and guarded by a vaft number qf troops little 
inferior to an army. This made the General alter 
his rcfolution of making a defcent on that part. Long 
Ifland, on account of it^ extent, did not admit of being 
(o ftrongly guarded : it was however jn a tolerable 
ftate of defence, and h^4 confiderable encainpments 

on the end of the ifland next tp New York, and feve*^ 
* # * . * . » 


ral works thrown upon the moft acccffib|e parts of the 
coaft, as well as at the ftrpngeft internal paffes. Staten 
Ifland, being pf iefs confequence, was negle^Icd, and 
not fo much attended to. This was certainly a great 
negleft in the provincials, whp ppgh^ undoubtedly tq 
have guarded againft all poffjble attempts of their ene^ 
mies, and from y^^hat they had experienced in the der 
fence of Sullivan Ifland, pught tp have remembered . 
that a good refiftance at firft would have beep ready 
to have damped the courage of the inyaders, and, have 
made them more timorous in their future attacks. 

• • ' . I 

On the third of July, thp General landed on the 
Ifland, without oppofition, tp the great joy of many. of 
the inhabitants, who, being on the fide of government^ 
]iad fuffered greatly for thejr loyalty. The ^troop^ 
were cantoned in the villages where they Received 
plenty of provifions which they now mpch yyanted, 
and regaled themfeivcs with the. fruity pf the ifland, 
and refreftied their fpirits. General Ho>ye was 
Jlipe me: by Governor Tryon, with feyeral.. others 
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tvell-affefted to fioTernment who bad taken rcftigc'oA 
boaivi 4 ftiip Sandy-Hobk; Thefe gate him an ac- 
count of the ftirertgth of the Provincials. He was aU 
fo joined by about fikty gentlemen from New-Jerfeyj^ 
who came to take up arms in the royhl caufe, and a- 
boat ! 2 oo^ militia" of the iHand, which were embodied 
for'^the fame purpole. < This afibrded a flatterlngprof- 
pe<ft ro the Genera*y'that when the army was landed 
and COlleAed> in force to fupport 'the loyaliits, fuch 
numbers- would join it, as would contribute much to 
bring tlie-war to a fpecdv cOnclufton. ' ' 

This was an idea that mifled b oih the government 
aC'hbrpe,'nnd the officers abroad, and ruined the fuc- 
oefs'pfithrg^eateApart trftheir mehftrfes: 'they judgi 
ci of ahe body of- thtt ; ooltmifls a < ftki famplies 
which they h^ of'croavures that wene Under the in- 
fiu'encciof crown-officers, and falfely cotifehxdcd, that 
all thpj provinces would -be: of the fame tCttiper as foon 
Ustpey .bad an' opportunity to difebvei; their loyalty^ 
bur ejsperien'cc convinced them that they were raiftai 
Iceh) ifboDgh they continued to boaftbf the number of 
the^l-iticnds^ and. of 'the .multitude' of loyal colonifts 
ihat fioolced to the. royal llandard. 1 .w 
,3 li'ordHb'Wte arri'wed at Halifax about a fortnight af- 
fer the General’s departure, from whence he proceed- 
ed. tdiSiateh Iflafnd', .Wiiete he arrived; about the mid- 
dle of July* . His £'cil>ad Was to fend a dag affiore^, 
with ajcircular letter to the ifeveral lateigotcrhots of 
the cofoftieS, aetjuaihfing them withbit powcc* civil 
undmi)it<afyvuod' defuhd that they wouldptibliih, aft 
geH|ertlly.;J^/poffibfcv fot the ilnfovihation !of.ihe,peb- 
pie* .'Sidie$l»rati<rt .dtccompaiilicd ,tht ktUfv In 
yus d?ici4r.aboa)ho informed. the public of the poWers 
^i<h jithich he und hts brother were iayefted, Uy virtue 

fx f aJP 
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of an act of,p;arIiameiu to grant general andjpart V dar 
pardons to all thofe, .who in the midit of. the .tuniulr 
and diforder of the times, might have deviated from 
their }u(l alFegiance, and who were willing, .by a 
fpeedy return to their daty, to reap the hencfics of the 
royal favour, and, of declaring any province,, county, 
tciwn, port,» diftrif^, or place to be at the peace of his 
Majefty ; in which the. penal provifions of . that law 
would ceafe in tlieir favour. It alfo promifcdj that.a 
due confideration (hould be had to the fervices of all 
perfons w ho contributed to reftoriiig the public tran- 
quility. ■ ^ 

-Thcfe papers were immediately 'forwarded, by 
ncra) Wafhkigtonto the congrefs,and as %eedilyrpub-t- 
Hflied.by them in all the newspapers, with a preface 
and, comment in form of ai-refolutipn, fetiing forthr 
their opinion of the nature and: tendency , of that' de- 
claration. . Jfbcy.faid that thcyibadvpublifticdf^qdfaht 
the people ot the United States might be ihformep of 
w^hat nature are the commilfionersj and what thcftcrms/' 
with the expeftation with which the Court of Bririin 
had. endeavoured to amufe and-difarm therhii; and that 
the few whoftill remainedfufpendedby a hopbfound^ 
od either in the juftice or. moderation of that court, 
might now’ at> length be ..convinced; that the vuloui* 
alone of their country, b fufficient Cof fcivie their liber-- 
tics. The comment, added toulie dcclaratioh,!took 
away all the inflae'nce andforce?that was m it,topfot 
duce the eife& tliat was intended by ft. • It anfwered 
none of thefe purpofei whioh^the government and the 
admiral had in view. .The Americans lUrnedUtTnto 
Tidicule,'and branded'it withahe epithets of mfidious 
and foolilh. At this time fevcral flags Were feritbilf fiibrc 
by Lotd Howe, accoinpahied 

" Waflungtottn 
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5iT;%ftiing3:on, iJjftl Vwliicli vtUat i /rcfofeito iP&^ 

cejVjej;4;i p(?t,b?iingtB<i4^j^fled;Mllh.t}>Q,.tul?,,4»d;in/t 

I * 

f0l?>9;d^q;tQah■C(irMJnfeiwl^k^♦ efld€:r-iheja«Mitc4 

.Scales- if.Tbe ;<tJpi{grefe IpgbljF.aiapIjatjdfixi Uifi; dignity; 
ofjthis.condjai^tia.ia iiubjiiG!/ciblpiion.(Oaflid;for;ik< 
pmpofe; ;-, by < >v;kioh tl>ey. dire^f d,; tlv^t fpftjike 
iipjic «}f thpir^cpflunai3derjlliouidi^y^iye;a<iy;leU(;.r<sr 
R^f^tge vftQHi ; f,p«i»5f,ibus;;lkc,lji:*$, fljpMid. be -di-f 
ift4ied,ito ,th.€in ipntbC) As}}ieUltliey.i?cfpo> 

dvply- f»ftaiflfid./d Atr.ldPgib 
fuR WiBs- lent to bd^by iHowci- 

letter to George Wajbingion, Efq ; &§fclSc{i.^).v:Walhi»g>i 

bri rscc€itted;hiiTOr»dtk ^jfeat 

t'ebaiiKHtylof blin^fiddjng liUp jjj ',j«ffidgi.tl»05U!gbiiiliB 
fottlficartiWis Was^difpesfcd >vitU*in:i;<t-/ayanj 
fctoirfcgjFCttedit iitlise Aa®er:ot .bjsipiwiiAl:, tlk.diffij. 

jE'dkiio.ift'ideli l»4/W»feii!Avitki»:«l{’fi^kto^ddrc^^ dtc 

lettecii tdleeJJljfQi’jlMijpcrfoiramt 

cbar^fteT,' and tha<?-jfhf y- idid noti Acaji to; idero^ite 
from^tke ;refpe<S.dPo <bi.his rapkfK and.it: avas; hoped 


tJ]te:iraf)^diaM^t^ oftrtheif^'corref^lQndeac^. triTlLe;<jiai 

ianyoac in a 

^mbliq fchar'^tftTK> &-Qi6jd7l^v€:fpi»i$Lidefcri|xibB 


^Katipn^of it-^piijdrrapiiearia irierc pii^ 

vafCt r<yU^t 5 ‘i;l>a| ily ^y^a5■'trL;{? i]}t;€ic£tcras. implied- 
?J 7 <;thingj )bii; .:ii^JifrJfoi;Tipliedfa^^ and dial; 

ht 5 %H||d aUfolu^crly. 'decline jaoyJettec that was dired^ 
4d<:<i .Idaiv^isa jp^ivu^ie v.‘h$;n'; u. -related: ta big 

ftajuoijtrr^-r'T^ A eufued oiixh^ 

ai)d/diei cpdtidamc^fAkat 
;boiDb piird4:ukr]y by’tlie^'Cc>iigrefsy:EC-* 

recciyed;/ j.^nveAdjttcaDi 
^bferytdyiiilui the ecmannJEonc^s v;-a*c-arxQ£4 
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with grleat powers ; that they fliotild derive the greats, 
eft plea'fure from eifdfhng ab accomodation ; and that 
he himfelf Wifhed to have that vifitconfidered aS mak^ 
ing the firft advances towards that dehrable objeft. — ^ 
He received for anfwcr, among other thihgs, that* by 
what had appeared, their powers were only tb grant 
pardons ; that thofe who had conimitted ' no offence^ 
nor done any fault, wanted no- pardon \ and that they 
were only defending What they deienidd their indifput-i 
able- right. ' ?aterfoh was received by-Wafhingtoo id 
great tniiitary'ftate, -and the-utnloft p^itenefs'wae 
fenred dnboih fidesi •. ' . . .11 v; . j I 

‘ It was about this tittle^ and previous to the arfiva} 
trf ihe fleet and army at Now; York»^^ »hat plpts- in fo- 
vour of the royal caufe were difcpvered in New York 
and Albany, which occafioned mUth trouble. . Some 
feriv were ejtecutcd, great numbers v^ere donfined^ and 
many abandoned their houfes thr-obgh- the influence 
of their 'fears; Thefe were purfoed as outlaws' and 
enemies to their cobntry. The eftaics of thefe Uflfor^ 
tunate people, againft whom there were proofs; werit 
feized. In the mean time fomc hew forms of 'govctn- 
ment were eftablifbed in all thofe colonics which judgi 
ed the former infufficient for their fit llatiOn, and the 
others > made the neceflary alterations to adopf-'OW 
fb r ms to their- new fyftem. The dcdlaratioh of* inde- 
pen dency was ! alfo publilhed in all the colonies, Hand 
every where received and accompanied with the greot- 
cil tdlimonics of-joy. This confidence and boldnefj 
in the midft ofTo-umried and dangerous a ftrugglo, 
. and at the approach of fo formidable an ifttafioh, mblids 
many, concl ude that the colonies Were either Very^pre- 
fumptuous, knew of fomc internal ftrength, OrliadrtP' 
Uinty of foreign afljftacce. This might h?iV« been ai. 
< larming 
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lanning to Great Britain, had not her governors been 
in&t.uated with the ideas of dominion and arbitrary 
power, that they could neither perceive what was for 
their own honour, nor the intereft of their fovereign. 

• It, was a long time before all the troops deftined for 
. this fervice arrived ; the firll divifion of the Heihans, 

with a nuniber of Britifli wl^ich attended them, failed 

• direflly to Halifax, as Lord Howe had done, being 
llill ignorant of the General’s departure from that 
place. By this means the month of Auguft v as con- 
jSderably advanced before they arrived at New York, 
and it was of courfe longer befoae any expedition of 
importance cpuld be undertaken by the commiffion- 
crs. 'They were joined in the mean time by Sir 
Peter Parker and General Clinton, who had returned 
with the fquadrpn and forces from South Carolina, as 
well as by fome regiments from Florida and the Weft 
Indies. When all the forces, except the' Hefllans, 
which were expefted were arrived, an attempt upon 
Long liland was refolved, as being moft praAicable, 
aqd therefore better fitted for the ftrft elTay than New 
York, becaufe it afforded a greater fcqpe for difplay- 
ing of military Ikill and experience with advantage t 
it alfo abounded with thpfe fupplics which fo great a 
body of men as were now affembled by fea and land, 
demanded. Upon .the ?ad of Auguft, the fleet hav- 
ing taken neceffary meafpres jfbr covering tj^e defeent 

‘ the army w^as landed without oppofition ne^r Utrecht 
and Gravefend, on the fouth weft end of the ifland, 
and not far from ,the Narrows, where it approaches 
neareft to Staten Illand. At that time General Put 
nam was encamped with a ftrong force at Brookland 
' and Brboklyn, at a few miles diftance on the North 
joaft, where his yvorks covered the breadth of a fmall 
' penyifuls^j 
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'pfrimAllaV - having the Eart: River,- which feparat- 
cd him from New York, on hts left ; a marfli which 
extended to Gowun's cave on his right, with the 
Bay and Governor’s Ifiand to his back. 'The armies 
W'ere feparated by a range of hills covered widv wood, 
which interfeft the country from cafl to wefl, and arc 
in that part called the Heights of Guana. "‘The eJi- 
recl road to the enemy lay through a village called 
Tiat Bufli, where thchills commenced, and nedV which 
was one of the mod important pafles. As thfc 
advanced, the north coaft was to the left, the lo\itll to 
the right, and I'lat Balli was nearly in’ the centre be- 
tween both. The illand, in that part, is formed nar- 
row by Jamaica Bay in the right, but foon turns 
'wide. General Putnam had detached a good part of 
his -army to occupy the woody hills, andpoffefs thepaf- 
fes; and provided the commanders had been ikilful 
and vigilant, they could not have eallly pafled. It ap- 
pears, however, that it was not the plan of the colo- 
niils to attempt any defperate experiment, till once 
they had exercifed their troops in fkirmifhes, and 
, taught them the polTibility of conqued in their turn. 

They knew that the Brhifli troops -were brave, and 
kniged for nothing more than an opportunity to fig- 
'nalize themfelvcs, and put an end to the war by a 
bold pufli.— — Their intcred and fafety both de- 
l>cndcd much upon fpcedy aftion. The colonid* 
'were as ye: raw troops, and wanted c.xperlcnce in 
'^•\var ; a hidden attack, and a fignal overthrow, would 
'have difpirited thc.m, and frudrated all their hopes of 
^defending their country, and gaining their liberty.— 
^^Vl^at was by our troops called cowardice, was ia 

,theih the greated prudence, and trued -« ifdom. — 

1 hey indudrlguxly avoided coitiing to 'any general ac- 

tiou. 
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tion, becaufe it was not yet their interoft to do it.— 
The wearying and harrafllng our forces. atifwered all 
the purpofes of a general engagement, without flaugh- 
ter and bloodflied to themfelves. 

Lord Cornwallis, according to orders, marched on 
immediately with the referv? to Flat Bulh, where 
finding the provincials in pofleffion of the pafs, he 
complied with his orders in making no attempt upon 
it. When the whole army was landed, the Hefi ans 
.nnder the cqmmand of General Heiiler, compefed, 
the centre at Flat Bulh. Major-general Grant com- 
manded the left wing which extended to the coall ; 
and the principal army containing the greateft part of 
the Britilh forces, under the command of General 
Clinton, Earl Percy, and Lord Cornwallis, turned 
Ihort to the right, and approached to the oppollte 
coall at Flat Land. Had our Generals been going to 
attack the bravell troops that ever ferved in Flanders 
or Germany, they could not have been more on their 
guard than when they were going to attack men they 
had determined to be cowards and poltroons. 

When every thing was prepared for forcing the 
lulls, and advancing towards the lines of the provin- 
cials, General Clinton at the head of the van of the 
confining of the light infantry, light horfe, and 
grenadiers under Lord Cornwallis, with the fourteen 
field pieces, began in the evening of the 26th as foon 
tas it was dark, to march from Fiat Land, and luiviug 
paffed through the part of the country called the New 
Lots, they arrived upon the road thatcrolTes the hills 
frorti Bedford to Jamaica, where turning to the left 
towards the former of thefe places, they feized a con-" 
liderable pafs, w'hich the Americans had through fome * 
X . unaccountable * 
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nnaccoontable neglefl left unguarded. The main' 
body, under Lord Percy, with ten field pieces, fol- 
lowed at a moderate difiance, and the way being thus 
fuccefsfully opened, ^he W'hole army pafled the hills 
without noifc or impediment,- and defcended by the 
town of Bedford into the lower country, which lay 
between them and Putnam’s lines. The engagement 
was begun early in the morning by the HelTians, at 
Fiat Bufli, and by General Grant along the coafl:,- 
and a warm cannonade, with a fliarp fire of fmall arms, 
was eagerly fupported on both fides for fome hours. 
During this time the King’s troops gained no advan- 
tage, but were upon the point of being repulfed, had 
not the Ihips in the mean time made feveral motions to 
the left, and attacked a battery on Red Hook, both 
to diftra^l the right of the colouiftstwho were engag- 
ed with General Grant, and to call oft' their attention 
totally from the left and rear, where their greateft: 
danger lay. Thofe who werie engaged with the Heffi- 
ans were the firli; who perceived the march of the Bri- 
tilh army, and the danger they theralelves were in ; 
they accordingly retreated in large bodies, and in good 
order, with their artillery, with a defign to recover 
their camp. They were however attacked forioufly 
by the King’s troops, and driven back into the woods, 
where they w’ere met by the Heffians, and alternately 
intercepted and chafed by the dragoons and light in- 
fantry. In thefe critical and defperate clrcumftances, 
fome of theirregiments, though overpowered by num- 
bers, forced their way to the lines, through all the 
difficulties and dangers that ©ppofed and furrounded 
them. Others, not lefs brave, perifhed in the at- 
tempt. Some kept the woods and efcaped, while o- 
tLers, left fortunate, were loft under the fame protec- 
tion- 
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tion. The nature of the country, and the variety of 
fituation, occalloncd a repetition and continuance of 
fmall en^pigements, purfuits and llaughter, which laft* 
ed for many hours. . ^ 

Had the Ikill and attention of the American Gene- 
rals on this occafion been equal to the bravery of their 
troops, theBritifli Generals would have repented their 
^landing upon Lpng Ifland ; but Putnam fuifered him- 
feh to-be fo elTeftually entrapped, that the bravery of 
his forces were rendered incifedilual through the want 
of capacity in their cammander. The right wing of 
the provincials,, which was engaged with General 
Grant on tne coalt, were fo fate in knowing whatwas 
carrying on in other parts, that they were intercepted 
in their retreat by fome of the Britifli troops, who in 
the morning had not only turned round the hill upon' 
tlieir Jeft, but had traverfed the whole extent of the 
country in, theif rear,- - Such of them as did not flee 
to the woods, which were the greatefl: number, were 
obliged to throw thcmfelves into the marlh at Cow- 
an’s Cave, where many were drowned, and others 
perilhed in the mud. A cdnfiderable number, how- 
ever, made their efcape this way to the lines, though 
tliey were much thinned by the fire of the purfuers. 

The lofs of the Americans on this occafion was ve- 
ry confiderable, but not fo great as- our accounts re- 
prefented it ; it was faid that they lofl; 3,000 men in- 
cluding about 1000 prifoners. Almoft a whole regi- 
ment from Maryland, confilling altogether of young 
men of the beft families, were faid to have been totally 
cut oiF, but it was found afterwards that many of 
thefe had elcaped among the reft. Their own accounts 
do not acknowledge any fuch numbers flain as our 
people aflirmed ^ tap’ it was confefled that they lofi a 
, . . number 
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luimber of their heft and braveft troops. But whar 
was vvorft on their fide, this defeat daftied all their 
hopes of fucccA, and damped their fpirits." Newfol- 
diers, full of fpirits and pride of bodily ftrength^, can 
fcarcely conceive any advantage over them, which the 
old 'can derive from difcipiine, and a knowledge of 
their bufinefs. And if they are commanded, and fkil- 
fully led to action in this ternper, fo that thofe 
oppofe ’ them are ' deprived of an' opportunity oi” 
turning thefe advantages to account, they will do won- 
derful execution ;’for as they are not capable of per- 
fecHy underftanding danger, and are not acquainted 
by experience of the pain and vexation of wounds, 
they are often more daring and adventurous than old 
foldiers. ' But when they find courage and ftrength 
totally, ufelefs and when they are making the greateft 
and, as they imagine, the moft effeftual efforts, an^' 
that they are lurrounded, overpowered, and deftroy- 
ed, by means that they cannot underftand, they with- 
draw all due confidence from thofe things on which 
they had before placed too much, and afcribe an irre-‘ 
fifable power to military' ficil! and difcipiine, which 
they do not really poffcfs. From thefe confideraiions 
they abandon their natural ftrength,' and it is gene- 
rally a' long time before they ‘dare truft their new 
knowledge and ilcill fo far as tp bring it effc£fually to 
aflion. 

’ ■ The commanders of the provincial troops commit-' 
ted unpardonable errors on this occa Con ; they fcarce- 
ly difeovered as much prudence and difeernment as 
the meaneft country peafant would have done, had he 
been placed at the head of their army : they had tak- 
en no care to watch the motions 'of their enemy, nor 
to guard thofe paffes that might have been eafily de,- 
“ - . fende^ 
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fended againfl: even a fuperior force, and would hav« 

prevented them from being furrounded. They 

ought to have had fcouts and watches placed in all 
parts of the ifland, and to have fecured every poft 
that 'was in the fmalleft degree tenable. They ought 
to have had parties concealed behind every hedge, 
.wall, or ditch, to have firety^y furprife upon ever y ad- 
vanced party of their foes, which inight have retreated 
to the ftiainbodywhei)forepreired,and given the alarm 
in due time. They might, as they knew the country, 
had flanking parties of fwift troops, w'ho might have 
thinned their enemies by occafional attacks, and fled to 
redoubts and thickets, and marched another way and 
made a frefli attack on another quarter. They ought 
to have neglefted no poflible methods of defence that 
could have been devifed in fuch a trying' and critical 
iitnation. ’• The apologies of the American Generals 
are childifli and trifling.'^- They reprefented that they 
Kad no idea" of fo many troops being landed on the 
ifland; but they ought to have been acquainted 'with 
every circumflance, and watched every motion of the 
enemy.' General Howe fliewed a great' meafure of 
fkill and conduft in his milltarj^ arrangement^i and the 
whole attack was conduced with much prudence and 
fagacity; the men alfo fltewed much valour and in- 
trepidity, and is foldiers behaved welli ' I heir ardor 
"was fo great,' that the Generals could, with dif- 
ficulty prevent them from’ attacking' the American 
lines, in their keennefs in purfuing the fugitives. And' 
it was'imagined by fome fahguine people, that they 
would have carried all before them ; but in fuch cafes 
is not eafy for partizans to keep moderation in iheif 
conjectures. It is highly probable, that there was 
to emulation between the Britifli and Hefliaii 
■ ■ troops, 
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troops, to diftinguifh themfelvcs in this engagement 
V'hicli made both parties more eager to do fomething 
that miglit be taken notice of. Three of die ene- 
my’s commanders were taken prifoners, viz. Major- 
General Sullivan, ind the Brigadier-Generals Lord 
Stirling and Udell, and ten other licld-ofiicers. The 
lofs on the fide of the Britifti and HelTian troops was 
faidao be very inconfiderame, being under 350 killed 
and wounded, of which the former did not make a 
fifth part. The provincial accounts rate o.nr lofs 
much higher, and it is reafonable to fuppofe that our 
gazettes induftrioufly concealed part of our;lofs at 
home, as many who were prefent in the aftion afUrm.- 
ed that the lofs of the BritiQt forces was much more 
coufider.tble. .Our army encamped on the front' of 
the enemy’s lines, and on the 28th of Augufl: broke 
ground in forin, at 600 yartjs dillance front a redoubt, 
which covered the enemy’s left. d.i:;; , -rr. 

It was a lofs to the Americans that General 
ington at this time did not command them, nor rdocs 
it appear that the plan of operation was of his devif- 
log. He, during the time of engagemetit, pallVd 
over from New York to Long Ifland, and is faid to 
have burft out in a bitter exclamation of grief, when 
he perceived the incveitable rum of Ibme of his ^befh 
troops. Nothjng w'as now left but to ufe the befl 
means to preferve the remainder of the army upon 
Long Ifland. He knew that the fuperior power of 
•lie royal; artillery would foon filence their baueries, 
and that if the lines were forced in their prefent fitua- 
tion, confidering the fuperiority of the king’s troops 
in number, ^nd the prefent dejeftment of^ the provin- 
cial troops, there was little hope of preferving them 
from being either killed or taken. If he fhould rcin- 

f(?rce 
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force them, he would hazard the lofs of New York,' 
which was already threatened on all fides,and kept in 
continual alarm by the fleet. — Another danger that 
threatened, which was equally to be avoided, the war 
lliips only. waited for a fair wind, to enter and take 
poflTeflion of the Eaft River, which would have totally 
cut ofi:' all communication between the iflands. Itf 
this fituation there was no hope left but in a re- 
treat, which was even exceedingly difficult under the 
watchful eye of an afHve enemy, with a powerful army 
flulhed with fuccefs, almoflclofe to their works.— — 
This difficult talk was however undertaken and exe- 
cuted, with great addrefs and abilities, by General 
Wafliington. On the 29th, in the night, their troops 
were withdrawn from the camp, and their dilTerent 
works, and with thetr baggage, flores, and almofl: all 
their artillery, were conveyed to the water-fide, em- 
barked, and pafled over the ferry to New Yotk, 
with wonderful Clence and order, that our army, tho* , 
within 600 yards, did not perceive the Icafl motion, 
and were furprifed in the morning of finding the lines 
abandoned, and feeing their rear-guard in their boats, 
and out of danger. Thofe that are acquainted with 
the ufual noife and confufion attending decamping 
fo many thoufands of men, even in open day, will 
be obliged to acknowledge, that this retreat required 
an extraordinary addrefs to condueff it, and mufl; be al- 
lowed a mafter-piece in its kind in the art of war. Ic 
fhewed plainly, that General Wafhington knew how 
to profit by the mifearriage of others, and had the ca- 
pacity to turn his misfortune to his own honour. Af- 
ter the retreat from Long Ifland, General Sulliv'aii 
was fent unon parole, with a meffiage from Lord Hotve 
to the Congrefs; 'la this he Hated, that tho’ he could 
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not treat with them in the charafter of a con- 
grefs, he was very glad of having a conference with 
fome of their members, whom he would confidcr 
only as private gentlemen, and would himfelf meet 
them atfuch place as,they fliould appoint. He faid 
that he had, together with the General, full powers 
to compromife difputes between Great Britain and 
America, upon terms advantageous to both, for ob- 
taining which he had been detained near twa 
months, and his arrival on that account had been pre- 
vented, before the declaration of independency took 
place. He wiflted that a compaft might be fettled at 
this time before any decifive blow was ftruck, and 
neither party could fay that they were compelled to 
enter into the agreement. 

That if the Congrefs had a mind to treat, many 
things which they had not yet alked, might and ought 
to be granted to them ; and if upon the conference 
any probable ground of accomodation appeared, the 
authority of congrefs muft afterwards be acknow- 
ledged, or the compact could not be complete. 

The anfwer of the congrefs was, that being the re- 
prefentatives of the free and independent States of 
America, they could not, with propriety, fend any of 
their members in their private charafters ; but that , 
ever defirous of eftablilhing peace upon reafonable terms, 
they would appoint a committee to know whether he 
had any authority to treat with perfons authorized by 
Congrefs for thatpurpofe, in behalf of America, and 
what that authority was, and to hear fuch propofitions 
as he fliould think fit to make refpeifting the fame. — 
Dr Franklin, Mr Adams, and Mr Rutiedge were ap- 
pointed as a committee upon this occafion, and ac- 
cordingly waited upon Lotd Howe, in Staten Itland. 

The 
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The Comraittcc fummed up the accounts of this con- 
ference, which they laid before the congrefs, in the 
following terms. “ Upon the whole it did not ap- 
pear to your committee, that his Lordfhip’s commif- 
fioti contained any other authority than what is con- 
tained in the aft of parliament ; viz. that of granting 
pardons, with fuch exceptions, as the commilTioners 
lhail think proper to make, and of declaring Ameri- 
ca, or any part of it, to be in the King’s peace upon 
fubmiflion. For astft the power of enquiring into the 
ftate of America, which his Lordfliip mentioned to us, 
and of conferring and confulting wdth any perfons 
the commiffioners might think proper, and reprefenc 
the refult of fuch converfations to the miniftry, who 
(provided the colonics (liould fubjeft themfelves) — 
might after all, or might not, at their pleafure, make 
any alterations in the former inftruftions to governors, 
or propofe in parliament any amendment of the afts 
cbraplained of, we apprehend any expeftacion from 
the effeft of fuch a power would have been too un- 
certain and precarious to be relied on by America, 
had Ihe fcill continued in her ftate of dependence.” 

In this manner the hopes of negociation ended be- 
tw'een the commiftioners and the congrefs. The mi- 
nifterial demagogues at home called loudly out a- 
gainft the colonies for not accepting of Lord Howe’s 
and the General’s propofals ; they now devoted all 
the Thirteen United Colonies to deftruftion, and 
confidered it as a moft righteous, as well as moft ne- 
ceflary proceeding, to wafte them by fire and fwerd. 
The right of Great Britain to do with America as 
fhe pleafed, and to alTefs the people by afts of parlia- 
ment, without her confent, was always taken for 
granted as a firft principle ; while both the truth of 
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the principle, and its utility, were denied by the Unt- 
ied Colonies. They confidered the lodging of fucli a 
power in the hands of men, whofe intereft it was to 
burden them, to eafe themfelves, by opprelEng them, 
was neither juft nor reafonable, and contrary to all 
found policy. It was faid that when the Romans 
fent out colonies they made them always as free as 
ihofe at home, and never attempted to tax them more 
than other citizens : that they were always Romans,, 
however far from Italy, had the fame laws, immuni- 
ties, and privileges, that all other citizens pofleffed, 
and that when Governors or Prefers attempted to op- 
prefs any province, they were feverely punifhed by 
the fenate j and that any Roman citizen in any part of 
the empire, who had proper qualifications like others, 
might become a fenator, as well as thofe within Italy. 
But this was not the cafe of the Britifti colonifts, who 
were not admitted to any lliare in the fenatorial au-^ 
thority, except in a nominal fenfe, which .was of’no 
importance,, without the fan 61 ion of a fuperior powxr. 
It was added, that the Romans behaved with m.uch 
more refpeft to conquered nations than we did to na- 
tural fubje^Is and born citizens ; for provided the 
nations whom the Romans fubdued inclined to become . 
Romans, they were ruled by the fame laws, and ob- 
tained the fame privileges ; and were fupported and 
defended by the laws of the empire, as if they had 
always belonged to it. 

The Britifli comrailEoners having a double autho- 
rity, when theirbopes ofnegociation failed, they were 
determined to puih their military power with more 
vigour. It would appear, that men, when they a£t 
in the chara^er of foldiers, confider moral obligation 
to be different from what it is when they aft in other 

charafters. 
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.charafters. The two commanders in chief had in the 
fenate condemned the laws made againft the Ameri- 
cans, but now they are employed to execute them at 
the expeoce of blood, and the danger of their own 
lives. The policy of nations and the ideas of perfons 
in high life concerning jufticc and equity, are very 
often contrary to the fundamental maxims of morality 
which men would defire to have prafUfed when appli- 
ed to therafelves,. 

The royal army was now divided from the ifland of 
New York by the Eaft River, and the men were im- 
patient to pafs that narrow limit. They polled them- 
felves along the coall wherever they could fee or front 
their enemies,' and erected batteries to anfvver, if not 
lilence theirs. A fleet confifting of upwards of 300 
fail, including tranfports, covered the face of the wa- 
ters, while the llaips of war hovering round the ifland 
threatened deftruftion to every part, and were conti- 
Hually engaged W'ith one or other of the batteries, by 
which it was furrounded. The fmall iflands between 
the oppofite ftiore were perpetually objefts of conteft, 
until by the force of a well ferved artillery, the aid 
of the (hips, and the intrepidity of the troops, they 
fccured thofe that were moll neceflary for their 
future operations. 

Thus an almofl: conftant cannonade was kept up for 
many days, and the troops who had fo lately efcaped 
from imminent danger, had little time to quiet their 
apprehenfions, At length all things being.i prepared 
for a defeent, feveral motions W’ere made by the (hips 
Ml the North River, with a defign to draw the atten- 
tion of the provincials to that fide of the ifland. Other 
parts were alfo threatened, to encreafe the uncertain- 
ty of the real objeft of attack. The feizirg of the 
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iflanJ of Moiitrcfor near Hellgate, and erefting a 
battery on it to fiience one which the [/rovincials had 
at Fioren’s Nook, had the appearance of landing in 
that part, wliich was near the centre of New York 
ifland. Whilfl: the coloniifs were in this ftate of fuf- 
pcnce and cxpeflation, the iirll: divifions of the army, 
under the command of Gen. Clinton, with F.ar! Corn- 
wallis, Major-General Vanghan, Brigadier-General 
I.eflie, and the Heffian Colonel Dunop, embarked at 
the head of Newton-Bay, which runs deep into Long 
Ifland, and where they were out of all view of the 
enemy. Covered by five lliips of war upon their en- 
trance into the river, they proceeded to Kep’s bay, 
about three miles north of New^ York, where being 
lefs expected than in fome other places, the prepara- 
tion for defence was not fo great. The works were 
notwithftanding tolerably flrong, and fupported with 
men, but the fire horn the fliips w'as fo fevere and well 
directed, that the works were defected, and the army 
landed without oppofition. 

The provincials, who dreaded the fury of the men 
of w'ar, abandoned New York, with their other pods 
on that part of the ifiand, and retired to the North 
end, where their principal drength lay. They were 
obliged to leave a great parr of their artillery and mi- 
litary {lores, w’lnchwere confiderable, behind. They 
had fome men (lain, and a few' taken prifoners in the 
retreat, and fkirmulies which happened during their 
f de King’s troops fudered confiderabiy, 
but this lofs was concealed as much as podlble, — 
and was never made public by government accounts. 
Many of the American regiments behaved badly on 
this occaiicn. Ihcir late fevere lodes on Long Idand 
appeared vilible in their behaviour at this time. — 

Part 
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Part of the liritifli army took pofleflion of New York, 
and the reft encamped near the centre of the ifland, 
with their right on Ploren’s Nook, on the Fail; River, 
and the left near Bloomingdale, and thus occupied tlie 
iiland from fiiore to fiiore, which, though it is about 
fixteen miles in length, is not above one in breadth. 
It appeared from the beginning, that the provincials 
did not account the iftand and city of NcwYoilc 
W’orth rilking a general engagement, nor was it theif 
plan, in general, to venture much at one time, btir to 
exercife their troops in conftant Ikirmilhes, and wafte 
the Britilh forces by degrees. General Walhington 
took poll at Kinglbridge, by which he had a commu- 
nication with the continent at New York, and where 
he creeled ftrong works on both fides of the paff.ige, 
which feemed to defy a ftrong force. Their neareft 
encampment was on the heights of Haerlem, at the 
diftance of about a mile and an half. There w'as be- 
tween them M’Gowan’s pafs, and the ftrong grounds 
called Morris’slieights lay between it and Kinglbridge, 
wT.ich were defenfthle againft a very fuperior force. 
In this fituation of the armies, fkirmilhes frequently 
happened, and it was found that by degrees the late 
apprehenlions of the, provincials began to wear away. 
This was the great object which General Wafliingtoii 
had in view ; he knew that when his men once began 
to perceive that they could fight without being killed, 
and could occafionally beat thofc who had defeated 
them, they would, in procefs of lime, become fitter, 
for greater attempts, and conquer in their turn. 

General Howe had not been many days in pofieffion 
of New ^ ork, when that city was fet on fire by fume 
that had ftayed behind, and concealed themfelves for 
that purpofe, being determined, if pciiible, to pre- 
vent 
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vent its being of any benefit to the conqueror. They 
had prepared coinbufiibles with great art and ingenu- 
ity, and took the opportunity of dry weather and 4 
briik wind to fetfire to the city about midnight, in fe- 
veral places at the fame time. Thus near a third part 
of that beautiful city was reduced to allies; and unlefs 
the adlivity of the troops, as well as of the failors, had 
preferved the remainder, it had all been confumed. 
Some of thofe who were thought to have been con- 
cerned in kindling the flames, were thrown into the 
jnidfl: of them by the foldiers, and burnt to death 
though it could never yet be afccrtained who w ere 
the real authors of this conflagration, nor were the 
foldiers certain that thofe whom they threw into the 
flames had any hand in kindling of them. Thofe that 
know how little foldiers are given to enquire into the 
truth of a caufe of this fort, will not wonder much at 
their burning the innocent as readily as the guih.y. 

General Howe finding that no attemj't could be 
made with fuccefs upon the fide of New York, but 
that any attempt of that kind would be attended with 
the greatefl; danger, determined upon a new plan of 
operation, which would oblige the proyincials either 
to quit their fituation, or render their holding it ex- 
tremely dangerous. For this purpofe, on the 1 ith of 
Oftober the greater part of the army embarked in flat 
boats, and other fmall velTels, proper for the fervice, 
and palTed fucccfsfully through the dangerous naviga- 
tion of Hell pate, which forms a communication be- 
tween the Eaft; River and the Sound, and landed on 
Frogfneck, near the town of Eaft Chefter, which lies 
on the continent belonging to New York, on the fide 

of Connecticut. Earl Percy, W'ith two brigades 

of Britifli troops and one of Helfians, continued in the 

Ub05 

t 


Dili!: 


! Google 



A.D .1776 the war in AMERICA. tji 

lines near Haerlem, to cover New York. Had Ge- 
neral Walliiagton commanded old troops, ■which he 
could have depended upon. General Howe might 
have paid dear for this adventure. Had VValliingtoQ 
attacked Percy in the mean time of the embarkation, 
all the forces under the Earl might have been cut 
off, without the reft being able to afford them the 
fmalleft aid or affiftance. There was only one thing 
which could have preferved them, namely the fleet, 
which furrounded the ifland, which could haveaftord-, 
cd them proteftion almoft in any fltuation into which 
they could have been reduced. This fleet was of vaft 
fervice in all the operations of the army, and indeed 
it does not appear that our troops could have done a- 
ny thing unlefs they had been protefted by the fleet.. 
In this the provincials were chiefly inferior, being 
totally deftitute of any force of this nature. The ar- 
my was obliged to halt for fome days at Frog’s Neck, 
to wait for the arrival of provifions and ftores, and 
for a reinforcement that was drawn from Scaceii, 
Ifland. When thefc arrived they marched tbrough 
Pelham manor to New Rochefter, which lies on the. 
coaft of the Sound, which isthe name of that channel 

' which feparates Long Ifland from the continent. 

Here they were joined by the greateft part of a regi- 
ment of light horfe from Ireland, the reft of the troops 
had been takenin their paffage by the American crui- 
7ers upon the coaft. They were alfo joined by the 
feconcLdiviflon of Heflians, under General Knyphau- 
f(?n, with a regiment of Waldeckers, both of which 
had arrived at New York lince the army had depart- 
ed from it. The chief objeft of this expedition was 
to cut off the communication between Wafhington 
«od the eaftera colonies: and if this meafure did noc 
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bring him to an engageraent, to enclofe him on all 
fides in his faflaeiTes on the North end of York 
liUiid. The King’s troops were now mailers of the 
lower road to Conne^licut and Boflon, but to gain 
the upper it was neceflary to advance to the higher 
grounds called the White Plains. This is a rugged, 
Honey, and mountainous tra£l of ground, and is on- 
ly part of an afcent to a country that is Hill higher, 
rougher, and ol more difficult accefs. When the ar- 
my advanced to the higher grounds it was judged nc- 
ceffiiry to leave the fecond divilion of Heffians with 
the regiment of Waldeck, at New Rochelle, to 
keep a communication between the fuppiies of provi- 
fions and necefiaries that were to arrive at that port. 
The army was now fo truly powerful, that it was en- 
abled to fupport every lervice. 

General Howe foon began to find that he had now 
another game to play than what he had upon Long 

Kland, Walhington fdrefaw the intention of this 

fcheme, and provided againll its effedls. He perceiv- 
ed the danger he would be in if the Britiflr General 
fucceeded in his feheme ; that he would be compel- 
led to commit the whole fortune of the war, and the 
fafety of all the eolonies, to the hazard of a general en- 
gagement. In his prefent Hate this would have been 
highly imprudent ; his troops were not well recover- 
ed from the terror of their late misfornnes, and in 
cafe hefliould have been defeated, there could fcarcely 
be a poffibility of retreat. Hrs army is find at this 
time to have been much reduced by licknefs, which 
the feverity of the fervice, indifferent quarters, bad 
cloathing, the want of fait and other neceffaries, join- 
ed to a flovenlinefs that naturally prevailed in New 
Jjiglaud and the uonhern colonics, rendered ge- 
neral. 
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■faeralj and very fatal to their arrfty: A grand move- 

ment was accordingly rtiade by the whole, in a line of 
fmall detachments, and 'entrenched camps, which oc- 
cupied every height and flrong guard from Valentine’s 
Hill, near Kingfbridge ph the right, fO White iPlains', 
and the upper road to Connefticut on the left. In 
this fituation, they found the whole line of the King’s 
troops as they marched at i moderate cHftance. The 
deep river Brunx cbvered their rear, whilft the open 
ground to the lad afforded a fectire paffage to their 
ftores and baggage for the ftpper country. A garri- 
fon was left to defend Fort Walhington, the lines of 
Haerlem, and Kinglbridge-. 

General Howe, in this fftuatiOn of the enemy, 
thought it heceffary tO proceed with caution and great 
ciriumfpeflion. The progrefs of the Army was flow, 
the march clofe, the Encampments cbmpaft, and well 
gualrded with artillery, and the whole was conduced 
in the inoft regular and Warlike manner. In fpite of 
ail the caution of the General, the provincials convey- 
ed parties over the Brunx, to interrupt their march', 
which occafioned many Ikirmifltes, in which the king’s, 
forces were conquerors. ’ But it had this effeft upon 
the colonifts, that it gradually inured them to hard- 
ffiips, and rendered war familiar to them. i-When the 
King’s troops approached White Plains, riicir ene- 
mies quirted their detached camps along the Brunx, 
and joining their left, took a flrong ground of encamp- 
ment before the Britilh on the forinerw When all 
things Were prepared- and ready for aflion, the army 
marched early in the morning in two cohiinns towards 
White Plains, With' their left wing, commanded by 
General Heifler. • Befime mid-day, all the enemy’s 
advanced parties retired back within their works, be- 
..’jM fore 
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porting a fcattered eogageraent, under defence of 
the adjoining walls and hedges- In the evening the, 
HeiCan grenadiers were ordered forward within can- 
non £hot of the entrenchments, the ad brigade of the 
Biitifh formed in the rear, and the two Heflian bri- 
gades on the left of the fecond. The right and cen- 
tre of the army 'did no: remove from the ground up- 
on which they were 'formed . In that pofuion the 
whole anriy lay upon their arms during the night with 
a full intention and in the fulleil expeftation to en- 
gage in the morning, and to attack the provincial 

camp. General Wafliington, with great addrefs, 

before the morning had meafured out more work for 
the Britilh forces. He had drawn back this encamp- 
nven't irt the night, and greatly llrengthened his lines 
by additional works. For this reafon the attack was- 
deferred, and it was thought neceflary to wait for 
the arrival of the fourth brigade, and of two battalions 
of the' fixth, which had been left with Earl Percy ac 
New York. Upon the arrival of thefe troops, the 
necelTary difpofitiotis were made in the evening for 
attacking the enemy on t-he laft day of Oiftobcr, but x 
very wet night and morning prevented the defign front 
beinrr executed as was intended. 

General Waftungton, who knew the intention of 
our General, had not the fmalleft intention of ventur- 
ing an engagement, while it waspoffible to avoid it. — 
He. knew that delay was in fome refpefis a viftory to 
him, and Xhat fmall Ikirmifhcs, that could not in the 
Icaft affeft the puT>lic fafery, would train his men to 
war and inure them to danger, better than a general 
engagcircnt, wbirh,in one day might decide their own 
and the fate of the*r country. 
v-The enemies of "V^'alhiDgton. confefled, that in the 

couffe 
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courfc of this campaign, and more particulai;Jy in this 
j>arc of it, he. fully performed the part of a great 
commander. ■ ' 

It was faid by the Americans, that upon our men 
covering four or or five batteries wiih a powerful artil- 
lery preparatory to an attack, together with the ge- 
neral’s knowledge, that by turning his camp the J3ri- 
tifli forces migitt become. pofl'efled of hills at his back,, 
which totally commanded it, he found it necellary to 
change his fituation. He accordingly quitted his caipp. 
in the night of the firft of November, and took high- 
er grounds towards the North Cafile diltri£l, after 
having fet fire to, the town or village of White Plains, 
as well as to all the houfes and forage near the lines. 

The ' King’s troops next day took pofleffion of their 
entrenchments. General Howe, finding that all his 
art could uot draw W’afhington to an engagement, 
and that the nature of the country and his prefeut fi- 
tuation did not admit of his being forced to one, de- 
termined not to fpend his time in fruitlefsmanqruvres,' 
without performing any thing of confequence. • He, 
therefore refolved to take this opportunity to drive 
the provincials out of York liland, which their army 
could not prevent. For this purpofe General Knyp- 
haufen crolTed the country from New Rochelle, and 
having taken polTeflion of Kingtbridge without oppofi- 
tion, entered York Ifland, and took hisftation to the 
North of Fort Wafliington, to which the enemy had 
retired at his approach. Fort Walhington lay on the 
weft fide of New York, Ifland, near to Kingfbridge 
Bow and Jeffery’s Nook, and almoft facing Fort Lee 
in the Jerfey fide, from which it was feparated by the 
North River. This was a ftrong work, but not fuffit 

cient to fcfift heavy artillery, and it was by no means 
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of a fufficient extent for any otlier purpofe, except 
ftriiogthening the lines. But the lituation was ex-, 
ceedingly ftrong and, the approaches difficult. 

■ Upon the 13th of November the array returned 
flowly,by the North River, and encamped on the 
heights of Fordham, at a moderate diftance froiii 
Kingfbridge, with the North River on the right, and 
the Brunx on the left. Every thing being prepai'ed 
for pattaching the fort, a fummons was fent to Co- 
Jonel M‘Gaw, who commanded it, to furrender, who 
declaring, that, he was determined to defend it to the 
Jail extremity, a general aflault was refolved upon, 
to lave the time that would be lofl in making regular 
approaches, r The garrifon confifted of near 3000 
men, and the ftrong guards near the fort were co- 
vered with lines and works. Four attacks were made 
at the fame time. ■ The firft on the north fide, com- 
raanded by General Knyphaufen, at^the head of two 
columns ,of HefSans and Waldeckers. The feeon<^ 
•on the^eaft, was led on by Brigadief-General Mat-; 
thew, at the head of the firft andfecoiid battalion of 
light infantry, and -Wo battalion of guards, fupported 
by. Lord Cornwallis, with the firft and fecond bat- 
•ralions ,of grenadiers,, and the 33d regiment. Thcfe 
troops . croffed the Eaft River ip flat boats, and as 
the enemy’s wbrLs;there extended the breadth of the 
ifland, redoubts and batteries were erefted on the op- 
-pofite fliore, both ip , foyer the landing of the troops, 
and to annoy thofe works which were near the water. 
-The third attack, which w’as principally intended as 
a feint to diftraft the provincials, .was conduced by 
-Lieutenant-Colonel Stirling, with the forty fecond 
regiment, who paflfed the Eaft River lower down, be- 
ilwccnrtbe feepnd and fourth attacks. The lafl at- 
•'.f '' ' tac^ 
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tack was made by Lord Percy, with tlic- party that he 
commanded on the fouth part of the Hland. • All' the 
attacks were fupported by a numerous, powerful, 
and well ferved anillery. The Heffians commanded 
by General Knyphaufen, had a thick wood to.pafe; 
where ' the provincials were advantageoufly ported, 
and where a warm engagement was continued for a 
long time, in which the former was greatly expofed, 
and fullered much,' though they behaved with’ much 
bravery and firmnefs. The light infantry were lead on 
in the mean time, and were expofed- both before and 
after to a very fmart and continual ftre from the ene- 
my, who were covered by the rocks and the trees, 
mong which they were ported, ' The troops, howe- 
ver, with their ufual ahernefs and a^iviry; extricated 
ihemfelvcs by climbing up a very fteep hill, when they 
difperfed the enemy, and made- way^ for the landing 
the reft of the troops, without oppofition. During 
thefe tran(h£lions, Earl Percy having carried an ai- 
.vanced work bn hisftde, Colonel Stirling was ordered 
to attempt a'Janding, and- two bmalions' of the fc- 
cond brigade to fupport him. The colonel performed 
this fcrvice with great bravery, but with confiderable 
lofs ; he advanced his boats through a heavy, fire, which 
they bore with 'great firmnefs, and forcing his way to a 
rteep place, gained the fummit, and took 170 prifonefsi 
nonvithftanding the enemy made ahold and good de- 
fence. While thefe things were cany'ing on,'Colo- 
nd Rail, who led' the column of General Knyphau- 
fen’s attack,’ having forced the enemy^ after a'cohfi- . 
derable oppofition from their 'ft’rong ports oppofite to 
his line, puflied bn to their work’s, and lodged his co- 
lumn within an hundred yards of the fort ; andc being 

foon joined by the General with the left column^ who 

had 
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had at length overcome the impediments which he 
met with in the wood, the garrifon furrendered pri- 
foners of war. The lofs on either fide, according to 
the public accounts, was not fo great as might have 
been expefted from the length and variety of the ac- 
tion. The quantity of gunpowder found in the fort 
was utterly inadequate to the purpofe of almoft the 
(hortell defence. A refpeftable authority obferves, 
how fo large a body was left with fo poor a provifion, 
is extremely unaccountable : and adds. But the nar- 
rative of all thefe tranfaftions is hitherto imperfeft. 

To make this fubjeft clear to the reader, it mull be 
remembered, that the fortifying thefe places at this 
time with fo many men, and with fo fhort provifions, 
was intended to anfwer a particular defign, which it 
did. General Walhington knew that our troops 
would. attempt ftornaing the fort, provided it did not 
furrender j he therefore ordered his men to hold out 
as long as they could with convenient fafety, and en- 
deavour to thin the Britilh ranks as much as poiliblc, 
and at laft furrender, Had he left oply a few, they 
would have done but little damage to our troops, but 
' as the garrifon was tolerably ftrong, and fecured with- 
in their works, they were on that account able to 
make a greater flaughter among our troops, and fo 
make any future operations more eafy to the provinci- 
als. The troops in the fort were few in comparifoa 
of the killed and wounded of our men in this unhappy^ 
attack ; for Britain has not to this day, nor ever wilf 
get a true account of the killed and wounded at "White 
Plains and Fort Walhington. The people jn the ci- 
ty of New York were as great ftrangers to the tranf- 
aftions at White Plains as the people in Britain ; for' 
aotwithftanding the multitude of killed, that were 
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every day left upon the field, and the numbers that 
were carried to the hofpitais, the people were m-de 
believe that every little repulfe which was given to the 
Americans \Vas attended with great lofs on their fide; 
and almoll none on ours. The newfpapers under the 
direftion of the commanders in chief by fea and land, 
like our Gazette at home, always echoed the pralfes 
and viftoties of our troops, and defamed the. 
colonifts, not only as rebels, but as cowards that wohld 
not fight, but always ran away when an enemy appear- 
ed. A gentleman, who was above fix months at New 
York and Longlfiand, and faw and knew mofi part 
of the tranfaftions, from the firft landing on Staten 
Ifiand, declared that the number of wounded men 
which he faw brought in almofi: every day, was incredi- 
ble ; but how they happened to be wounded he never 
' could learn, for he tvas always told that the Americans 
would not fight, but were perfect cowards. He alfo' 
obferved, that he imagined the reafon why our mcri ’ 
gave out that there were fo few killed, when there 
were fo many wounded, was’to cover their real lofs, 
under the pretence of the provincial fire not doing fo 
much execution as their own. But according to the 
obfervations that he made, he found that the killed 
were as many in proportion to the wounded among 
our men as among the rebels. Tlie Britifh troops 
were undoubtedly much thinned by the engagements 
on White Plains and atFort ‘Wafirington, and though 
the heft face was put upon matters that the cafe would . 
adm.it of, yet it muit be granted that the Englifli for- 
ces fufiered much, and lofi more than they gained by 
the vi(flory. The provincial commander underfiood 
his own inierefi better than to venture upon any ge- 
neral engagement, to expofe his raw and nnexperien- 
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ted' troopa, Ki the ftny of rtiMi' -Whd AfeVe' defpe'rate* 
and who GOtifikiOTed‘eveCi death itfelf A' folt of vhftot’yi 
M.rciwvihgidhem ftibnrednftmftMSgAie,' htmger, afcd 
difappoiimncat _'ifc 'fcoew that' eoftftafft iitrte ftlv*- 
bnlh^s TTOKihi m.'pTdcefsioJ tStne i*tfn>Ote firofti’rti'draihds 
trf 'men' thc hofcrors and! dreardi df , battle, and- tesfcH 
them' to coot{uer.'as tfort as figlirio J Ooff men t^'ire'til « 

&rft ttuflifed wiifcftae^^.'tchett tht'ffATa' thei'f enemies 
fiee fi-fimi .one poll Laaobriidr, atui’doiifihidfedtlwticwaS 
fedb that iBkiddtKdmirarcati^f and a- feirfe of-theiif Tai 
lour that matte’ them dcfcn ihew; polls V bcit in, th1i 
theyLwere'roiftahenur ' f’ The Ameiicaftraf only fled be- 
esate .tewas wife 'dBdirpmdent ro do fbv affld they con- 
iilcred it to ibeiaciftfennicihod to ^jrderTC tftdr troops 
tbhtf .ejtppfe them Tor advantages of Ihiall idtporf aoce. 

Many- great enei*6ei:t6 Ambrica, ■wim’wcfre •ditnefles 
erf thole . cranfadioiijvi hare cotrfetfed of fate, thacotif 
teii* wfts greater than iti'wfas'faid tolte that tiittei 
and American cowardice has rairithed aSXray intentiblyi 
no body can tcU how. The provindaJs, who: were 
la our gazdttc afad court news papers. :at that iime faid 
to have bebh three dihes the tn’inbeo of Oor riien in 
cveff baaSe, hare fintevby the famerchanird,< been 
proved to haTe’beeur. much interior in numher to Ge*. 
aeral Hotes’s fondds in every etigagcraent;^ botli'wheii 
they lofty and when fbey gained' the day.’ ’ If is very 
per-ptexin^ to: art hiftovifcm whenlhc'fihds the fame ati^ 
th.oriiyvrairy fooftemupon rhe fiwnc fulajcdl, and coiitro- 
vert Hjattccs offaTt tfakclc has already cdritirrried'in' the 
moil fotemh manner It is manife'tl that the tvntH 
of fa£te cannot be-cd tiinly;afcertaifird by any of the 
cotMTl or rtnaifterial accoants of thefe times; for what 
the.yihave at one time alHritied for trmrlv they have at 
aamher declared to; be the grbffeft £a!!lio«d. Truth 
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is mod likely to.be found from the AUierican records^ 
who, though, they may have coloured fomc pohus 
ftrongly, yet have fitpported confiflency in their pub- 
lications of matters, of faft concenlaig this war. 

When our- troops had finifhed the conqucft o£ 
Fort Wa£bi»gion, they next proceeded to over-ruo 
the Jerlies, and; Lord Cornwallis was fent with a 
ftrong body of, men to attack Fort Lee.- The garri- 
fon of two thoufand men abandoned the fort, and left 
their (lores, artillery, and tents behind them. Our 
troops after this over-run the greateft part of the Jer" 
fies without oppofition ; the enemy every way flying 
before them, and at length extended their winter can- 
tonments from New Brunfwipk to the Delaware. It 
was thought had they had means of pafling the Dela- 
ware, they might have taken Philadelphia, when the 
people were in a conflcrnation at- their progrefs but 
the Americans were fo prudent as . cither to deftroy 
or carry off alltbe boats upon that river. - = 

While thefe things were carrying on in the Jerfies,- 
General Clinton, with fome Brhilh and Hcffian troopsy 
and a fquadron of fliips under Sir Peter Parker, was 
fent to make an- attack upon Rhode Ifland. They 
fucceeded eafily in this enterprize. Upon December 
the 8th, the provincials abandoned the ifland, and the 
Britifh and Hdfian. troops took pofleflion of it with- 
out any lofs, and at the fame time blocked up Com-' 
modore Hopkins' fquadron, which was in the har- 
bour of Providence, on the adjoining continent.— — > 
The Englifh fquadron and troops continued here du- 
ring the winter, where they had better quarters than 
any other of the King’s troops. Hitherto the King’9 
forces had fucceeded in all their attempts fince their 
landing in Staten Ifland. The provincial army was 
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much decreafed, both by captivity and defertion> but 
they always found new fources of recruit and fupply, 
which much adonifhed our Qenerals, as wcU as it 
alarmed the govcrament. 
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Progrefs of the JVar in Canada — Preparations en. 

Lake Cha?}ipldiii -An Engagement near the JJle of' 

Volicour — Crown Point abandoned by the Provinci- 
als— General Carlcton lands with his Army — Rea- 
fons for attacking Ticonderago- — Carleton Returns to, 
Canada — General Lee taken- — The Congrefs perfe- 
vcre~Take Meafures for renewing their Armies — 
Addrefs to the People — Petition to the Cammijfioners—- 
Divifions in Philadelphia — The King's Troops fur- 
prized at Trenton — Lord Cornwallis returns to the 
Jerfiees — Hindered from Attacking the Enemy at 
Trenton by Ob/lacles — General W a fhingt on Attacks 
Colonel Mawhood near Princetown — Cornwallis re-^ 
tires from the Delaware — Thf Americans over-run 
the ferfics.^ 


A S the progrefs of the Britifh arms in Canada had 
lieen much retarded by many unfoiefeen accidents, as 
' well as by the want of wifdom iii the cabinet, it was 
now propofed to purfue the war with more ■vigour in 
thofe parts. Some firoQg efforts had been made in 
1776 to remove the obftacles that had fo long reftrain- 
cd its progrefs, and the officers employed in that 
fervice had liirmo'jnted wondrous difficulties. The. 
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luorden .of this forvice fell upon the .officers and men 
ia that quarter of the world, whofe abilities, zeal, 
and perfeverence, were worthy of the praifes of thofe 
who employed ithem. It was an arduous talk they 
were at this time to perform- They had aimod to 
ereate a ileet of above thirty fighting velTels, of differ- 
ent forts .and fi^es, all furnifhed with cannon, which 
•was a very ftnpendous work } for though fomc c£ 
jthofe that were at tins time built were condru&ed 
frop pld veffds, the advantage, except what was de- 
rived from the materials, was very little. The labour 
jn for-oi^g and building them was much the fame as 
if the puterials bad been new. But this was not the 
har 4 ed part of the labour, nor the greated difficulty 
fhai flood in the way of the progrefs of this expedi- 
iion, Thefe veilels were to be tranfported over land, 
^nd dragged np rapids againd the dream for a conll- 
derahle length of way. It was a talk of great raagoir 
|ude to carry 30 long-boats, a number ©f flat-boats, 
fL gondola, weighing 90 tons, and 400 batteaus, up 
the rapid? of Therefii and St John’s. The labour 
attending the execution of this work, appeared fo 
grievious and perplexed, that it even damped the vi^ 
gow of ihp Englifii fcamcn. They did not indeed bear 
the whole byrden of this work ; the foldiers had alfa 
tbeif Ibarc in the labour and fatigue ; and, what was^ 
bodi unreafonable, atid a tiling to be lamented, the 
peafaots and country people of Canada were taken 
from their ploughs and other employments, and comt- 
peded by power to bear a ihare in toils and labour, 
from which they could derive neither honour nor ad* 
yamagCr The whole proceeding had more the ap». 
|>earancc of a prxjjefl of knight-errantry, than a fclieme 
qf »y utility for fpiiduing the colpnifts.. It iliewed^ 
-j whijll- 
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•what zeal and flrength could do, rather than difco- 
Yered what reafon would have fuggefted to men en- 
dowed with rational powers and faculties. 

~ This equipment was completed in the fpace of 
three months, but the nature of the fervice required 
that it fliould have been done fooner. The winter 
was fall approaching, two inland feas to be paffed, the 
force of the enemy, which was not known,' was to be 
conquered, and the ftrong ports of Crown Point and 
Ticonderago, defended and fupported by them^ were 
to be encountered fword in hand. 

To thefe impediments were added, the communica- 
tions between the Lakes Champlain and St. George 
did not admit the palTage of thofe veffels of force, 
which, though fuccefsful in the one, might be equally 
wanted in the other. And though all thefe difficul- 
ties were furmounted, and Lake George paffed, there 
ftill remained a long and dangerous march, through 
intricate forerts, wild moraffes, and an uncleared 
country, rtill in a rtate of nature, before they could 
reach Albany, which was the firrt port to the fouth-. 
ward that could afford them the fmalleft accomodation* 
Thefe difficulties vaniftied in the eyes of commanders, 
who had promifed much, and imagined that. the rug- 
gednefs of the road w^ould be the greateft impediment 
fn their way to Albany. The force of the provinci- 
als was fcarcely ever taken into the account. The 
objects which they had in view were great, the glory 
to be obtained tempting, and their anxious defire of 
obtaining the end which they had in view feemed to 
leffen difficulties which would have been infurmounta,- 
ble to perfons of a cold and languid refblution. * They 
fuggefted to themfelves, that provided they could re- 
cover the Lakes, and reach Albany before the feverity 

^ of 
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of winter fet in, the northern army wonldhaveaprin- 
eipal (hare in the glory of bringing the war to a pe- 
riod. : They imagined that they conid pour ruin at 
thew pleafure either into the heart of the middle or 
of the northern colonies, each of which would be ex-' 
pofed to them in its moft tender and defencelefs parts. 
Whilft Hudfon’s River would fecure their communi-’ 
cation with General Howe, it would likewife feparater 
and difeonneft the fonthern and northern colon iesV 
leaving the latter to fall under the weight of both ar- 
mies, or to accept of fuch terms as they could obtain, 
without the participation of their brethren in the foutli.’ 
Nor could General Wafliington attempt to hold any' 
pod in New York or the Jerlies, with fuch a fuperr- 
ority, of force as already opprelTed him in front, arid 
Carleton’s army in his rear. - 

^ .The faccefs of the forces on the fide of l^ew Ybrk^' 
encrcafed the ardotir and impatience, as Welt as the’ 
jealoufy of this northern army, every one intagiriinj^ 
that the war would be over before be coultldiave ah- 
opportunity of (haring in the honour of the'event. ' - > 

In all thefc fpeculaiions they forgot that'the ‘Britifb- ^ 
navy could not aifift them In their way to Albany aftei^ 
they pafifed the lakes,' and that w'hateveriprogrefs the 
troops iuNew York had made, tbat.it was more otv- 
ing to the countenance of the navy^ than their o\\a 
intrepidity, that they had fucceeded. They could ex-* 
peft no (hips of war to enfilade the' enemy at Still Wa-' 
ter, or Saratoga ; and in cafe they were viotently at- 
tacked in fome.foreft or fwamp, they would have no 
war (hips to defend them, nor tranfports to carfy them 
off. . It has been an infatuation tliat hars-.c’onftantly; 
poffeffed the condufiors of this w'ar, that' the valoui‘ 
intrepidity of the BiitKh forces could furmount 
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every difficulty, and that the provincials werc abfbfc 
lute cowards and poltcoons, that durft not face arrri^ 
ed men. This language, even in' the raidft of all ouf 
defeats and difgraccs, has been comihuaHy ufed by e-< 
very minifterial hireling, both at home and abroad;-k^ 
There could certainly be little honour or glory obtadnr'f 
cd by brave men beating cowards,; and when the prow'* 
efs of the Britifli troops has beem extolled' to tho 
ikies, the Americans have alway s been re^efentcd ai 
the greateft cowardsi ■ ’ •! 

Though our troops purfued their Work with* the' 
moft unremitting ardour and induflry, yet if Was riof 
till the month of Offober that • the new fleet Was i» 
condition tofeek the enemy upon Lake Champlftih.— ^ 
The force was now confiderable with refpeff to'ihd 
place and fervice, and extraordinary with refpeft td 
the little fpent in preparing it ; andTuch as in former 
times Would have been accounted a refpe61a(ble fored 
even upon the European feas. The (hip called the 
Inflexible, which was the admiral’s, had b^en 
conflrufted at St. John’s in id days from the time of 
laying her keel, and mounted iSfiX poondersi^ ' One 
fcheoner mounted 14, and another 12 fix pounders* 
ihelldes howitzers ; and a gondola, 7 nine pounders*) 
twenty fmall velTels under ilW denomination of guii* 
boats, carried braft field pieces from 0 to 34' poUndi 
ers, or were armed' with howitzers. — SomelOng-boats 
were furnilhedin the fame manner. About- aft equal 
number of large boats afted as* tenders. Thofe that 
have been mentioned were ail intended for w'ar vef* 
ielsk There were befides thefe a great number ap» 
pointed for the tranfportation of the array,! v^ith-it» 
ftorcs, artillery, baggage, and provifions. ' ' 
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The armament was eondufted by Captain Pringle, 
and the fleet navigated by 700 prime feamen, of whom 
aqo were volunteers from the tranfports, who after 
having rivalled thofe belonging to the fltips of war in 
all the toils of preparation, now boldly and freely 
joined with them in the danger of the expedition. — > 
The gung were ferved by detachments of me n and offi- 
cers belonging to the corps of artillery. • No equip- 
ment of the kind was ever better appointed, or more 
amply furnifhed with all kinds of provifions for the in- 
tended expedition. The force <?f the provincials up- 
on the Lakes was in no rcfpc^l: equal to that which 
Was fent agaiililthera, either with regard to the good- 
nefs of the vcflels, the number of guns, furniture of 
war, or weight of metal, lliough the ccftonitls were 
fenfible of the ncccffity of prefcrving the dominion of 
the lakes, and alSfted in that defign with the criginai 
force in their handSj with a great advantage in point- 
of time for its incrcafe, their intentions in that refpe<^ 
Were coiinter-afted by many eflential, and fome in“ 
furmountable deficiencies. They wanted timbery 
fliip-bnilders, artillery, and all the materials neccfl'ary 
for fuch an equipment. Carpenters, and all others 
coneerfacd in ihipibuilding^ were fully employed at 
the fca-ports in conftrmJiing and fitting out pri vateers, 
■yvhiilt the remotenels and the difficulty of the coni- 
mimication, rendered the fiipply of :bulky materials 
extremely lediousi 

Confidering the difllcultiee they had to combat, the 
coloaifts difcovfcred a great degree of ingenuity, fore- 
caft, and affiduity, and Ihewed as much fpirit and j^er- 
feverenceas their enemies had employed againff themt 
Theirifleet amountedto fifteen vefTds of different kirids, 
voafifling of two fehooners, one flcop, one cutter, 
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three gJilUos, and eight gondalas. The principal' 
mounted twelve fix and four pounders. They were- 
commanded by Bcnedift Arnold, who had now to fup-' 
port, upon a new element, the reputation he had gain- 
ed by a Canada expedition. And, conlidering the 
difadvantages he had to combat, gained as much ho- 
nour as a fea-oflBcer, as he had done as a general of 
a land army. 

Upon tlie iith of Oftober, General Carleton pro- 
ceeded up the Lake, and difcovcred the enemy’s fleer 
drawn up with great judgment,‘being ported in a very 
advantageous' fituation, and forming a rtrong line ta 
defend the paflkge between the ifland Volicour and" 
the weftcrn main. They had at firft placed themfelveS 
■with fo mack Ikill behind the ifland, that their fitua- 
tion was only difcovered by accident. Had not the 
royal fquadron difcovered their fituation in due time, 
they would left them behind ; an event, provided it 
had happened, that ■would have been attended with- 
tlie moft ferious confequences. It has been faid that 
the appearance of a three mafted fliip upon the Lakes- 
threw the provincials intbthe utmofl; confufion. Ic 
does not appear however that a matter of fuch pub- 
lic nature fhould have been fo long concealed from 
them. The confufion erf the cdonirts at the fight of 
the King’s troops was at that time very common ftile, 
and conftnntly aifirmed by the friends of the miniftry. 
The King’s forces found in experience that they had 
more to do than merely to ertrfsthe Lakes. A fevere 
battle enfued, and was vigoroufly maintained on both 
fides ; but the wind proving unfavourable, fo that the 
fliip Inflexible, and fome other veflTels of force, could- 
not be worked up to the enemy, the weight of the ac- 
tion fell upon the fehooner Carleton, and the gun- 
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tboats, which they fuftained with great firmnefs.-^ — 
Such amazing efforts of refolution were difplayed, it 
was faid, by both men and officers, as received the ap^ 
■plaufe of the commanders. This plainly fuppofes th^ 
as fo much praife was thought due to the Britifli fu- 
perior force, that the provincials had not behaved as 
cowards, but muft have made a flout refiftance. — 
The detachment from the corps of artillery was 
highly diftingiiilhed, and performed the moft elTential 
Service in the gun-boats. But the fame Impediments 
ilill continuing. Captain Pringle, with the confent of 
the General, thought it neceffary for ttie prefent to 
withdraw thofe that were engaged from the aftion. 
At the approach of night he brought the whole fleet 
to anchor in a line, and as near as poffible to the ene- 
my, in order to prevent their retreat. The King’s 
forces had not much to boaft of in this aftion, though 
the Americans fuffered feverdy, having one of their 
belt fehooners burnt, and a gondola, carrying three 
or four guns funk. It is reafonable to fuppofe that 
their other veflels fuffered in fome proportion- They 
were fenfiblc of their inferiority, and took jhe oppor- 
tunity of the night of endeavouring to efcape under 
the proteffion of Crown Point. Arnold planned and 
executed this deflgn with great ability, ai>d fo far fuc- 
ceeded that they were o.ut of light next morning. — 
The chace was howfever continued witiiout intermif- 
fion, both on that and the following day, and the 
windatlafl changing, which had been at firft favour, 
able to the Americans, became otherwife, fo that they 
were overtaken, and brought to a£Hon a few leagues 
from Crown Point, about the middle of the day, up- 
the J3th of OQobsft 
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A warm engagemqit now enfued, which continued 
for upwards oftvvo hours, wherein the colonills made 
a hold refifiance, and made the King’s trooi s feel 
what they never exivefted. During the time of the 
battle, thofe velTJs that v/cre a-head pufhed on to 
Crown Point, and paffing it, efcaped to Ticonderago ; 
|)ut two gallics and five gondolas, which remained 
with Arnold, made a defperate rcfilbnce. During 
this aftion the Wafliington galley, with Waterberg, 
a Bi igadier-General, and the {ecoud iu command on 
board, ftruck, and was taken. Arnold at laft found 
that it was impoihble to withhand the fuperiority of 
force With which he was now attacked, and alfo found 
hunfelfbut badly fupported by fome of the Captains 
of the Ycffels, he w-is determined that his men fliould 
not be made prifoners, nor his velTcls fall into the 
hands of his enemies. This almoft feemed impoffible 
to be prevented i but Arnold, whofe genius was 
fru.tful oi refources, executed this defign with equal 
dexterity and refolution, and run the Congrelk gal- 
ley m which he himfclf was with the five gondLs 
on (hore, in fuch a manner as to land the men fafcly 
:uidbluwup thevcffJs, infpiteofevery effort that 
^vas made to prevent it. The refolution of this in- 
lepid officer ftruck even his enemies with furprife 
and gave t.ic Enghffi commander to underftand, that 
he had now to engage with one who was in ear- 
neh and who would lofe no opportunity to make the- 
raoftofboth misfortunes and advantages. Thisde ' 
feat ffiu no: lefien, but raifed Arnold in the efteem 
o his connrrymen. He was praifed, and applauded ^ 

r not only 

benated hke a brave foldier, but that he had fully ex! 
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the moft experienced feaffien could not have found a 
greater number of refources^ by the dexterity of his 
manoeuvres and evolutions, and the moft advantageous 
choice of fituation, to com|>enfate for the want of force 
than he did ; and when his veffels were almoft torn to 
pieces he retreated with the fame refolution that he 
had fought ; and by the moft happy and moft criti- 
cal judgment, prevented his men and fiiips from fal- 
ling into tlie hands of the enemy. But they chiefly 
gloried in the dangerous attention he paid to a nice 
point of honour, in keeping his flag flying, and net 
quitting his galley till fhe Was in flames, left the ene- 
my fhouid have boarded and ftruck it. Such intrepi- 
dity in any of the Britifh commanders would have been 
echoed in all the venal newfpapers throughout the 
kingdom, and confidered as an a^f of heroifm of un- . 
common magnitude. 

Lake Champlain was now recovered, and the pro- 
vincial force thereon nearly deftroyed, a galley and 
three ftfong vefiels being all that efcaped to Ticonde- 
rago ; but the defign of this expedition was far from 
being fulfilled. Much was to be done before the nor-* 
them atmy could co-operate with General Howe. — • 
The provincials u{X)n the defeat of their little fleet, 
fet fire to Crown Point, and deftroyed every thing 
which they could not carry away, and left the place^ 
and returned to the miin body at Ticohderago. Ge- 
neral Carleton took polTeflion of the ruins, wdiere he' 
was foon joined by the army. He remained there 
near a month, when winter began to approach, which 
is feverein thefe parts, fo it was not praScicuble to pur-* 
fue the prefent advantages far. Detachments and re-* 
connoitering parties advanced at one time on both 
fldes 0f tbe Lake, afad proceeded within a Ixaall dif- 
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tance of Ticonderago, at the fame time that fome fpy 
■velTels appeared within cannon (hot of the works, to 
examiae the nature of the channel and found its depth. 
It w'as beKeved that the General ordered this to be 
done with a deftgn to attack the place, and that he 
had this project ki contemplation. But the ftrength 
of the works, the difficulties of the approach, the 
countenance of the enemy, and the ignorance of th err 
number, with other forcible reafons, prerented this 
defign from being executed. 

It appeared evident that this poll could not be -for- 
ced without conhderable lofs of men, whilft the advan- 
tages arifing from fuccefs would have been compara- 
tbely nothing Though even the provincials had 
been vanquiffied, and the King’s troops had met with 
BO more rcfiftance, yet they could not, like the New 
Englanders, march in winter through woods and 
thickets, in the midft of foow and rain, and carry 
their baggage and artillery along with them. This 
was a part of military cxcercife that our Generals were 
not acquainted with, and which they did not chufe to 
put in pra6tice. To march on foot at the head of an 
army up to the knees in fnow, to plunge through 
mud, to pafs rivulets and waters up to the middle, to 
lye all night upon fnow ia the open field, were ma. 
BO&uvres of warfare that even General Carleton 
had not eflayed. To Arnold this would have been a 
talk of difficulty, but he would have attempted it, and 
alfo performed it. Our men might have in fome de- 
gree gone through the fatigue, but it would have 
been impoffible for a great many of the officers to 
have endured it. 

' Thefeafon was fo far advanced, that the paffing of 
Luke George coukj not be undertaken wiihont ex- 
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pofihg the army to a winter campaign in the inhefpi- 
table and impra^Hcable wilds towards the fbnth. All 
that could be expend from the taking of Ticondera- 
go was only the reduftion of works which were more 
indebted to nature than art for their ftrength, and 
perhaps a few cannon ; bat as the army could not 
ftay there daring the winter, the former might be re- 
paired and the latter replaced by the prorm- 
cials, before the army could interrnpt their proceed- * 
ings in the enfning fumracr. Bat -if the defence 
Ihould bcobftinate, although the King’'s troops ftiould ' 
be focccfsful, the army would thereby be fo mudt 
weakened, that all the profpeft of advantage for the 
future would in a great meafure be rendered void. — 
The difficulty of keeping open the communicatioii' 
with Canada, and fubCfting the army during the wm- 
ter, appeared obvioas. General Carleton 'therefore • 
re-embarked the army, without attempting to- reduce ’ 
Ticonderago, and cantoned his men in Canada for the 
winter in the beft manner the country could afFord.--— 
It is manrfeft that the Britifh forces in gaining the do- 
minion of the Lake Champlain, met with a refiftancc ’ 
vfhich they did not expeft, and that the vigour of Ge- ' 
neral Carleton for am immediate campaign was fulfi- 
ciently abated. Had he purfned bis courfe Wkh as 
much refolmion as Arnold did his expedition to Cana- ' 
da in the former year, there is reafon to conclude • 
that he might have" reached Albany without much- op- ■ 
pefition. Bat the troops' and ' veffels had. met 
With a more vigorous oppe^tion than was expe^ed, * 
atad the lofs of the King^s forces was greater than’e- 
ver the public were made acquainted with. But it'' 
Bas-bcea the continued praftice throughout the whole 
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war to conceal from the nation the Ioffes which were 
fuftained in the engagements with the colonifts. . 

It may be now neceffary to’ take a viexv of the pro- 
grefs ofthe war in the louth, and confider the tranf- 
a^tlops of the grand army in New York and the Jex- 
fies.— — 1 — Near the concluhoa of of the laff camr 
paign> J^ord Cornwallis had almoft over-run the 
Jerfies, and had approached near to Philadelphia.-^ — 
Nestling, except the Delaware, appeared to be an im-f 
pediment in the way of the royal army becoming 
mafters of the.ohy of Pbiladelpblii and thca^in/ng 
provinees. The Americans had at this pme no army, 
competent tp refiff the progrels of the roya} forces* • 
The period of time that Walhingtoa’s anpy had beca- 
enltlled was now expired, and the greateft paft of hjs 
men were gone home to ihejr re^e^Uye places of a- 
bqde. It was fa^, that the pnirtber of his forces that 
continued embodied did not exceed three thoufapd 
men. At the opening of t^e campaign Itis army 
rated at twent)>five thoul^d? and fotne affirmed 
at that lime jt was more numeroiis, but now it "wa? 
greatly redneed* and.fcarcely exceeded thr-ee thp,wCind. 
effcftiye trpops. Some buaU parties from perfojoaf 
attacbmept, local circumd^PCfiS, i pr a ffiperlor prefo- 
verapee or bravery* ftijl cpndhvmd with the Qener^ 
rals Waffimgtpnand Lee, but were fo incoBifiderablo at 
force as not to. demand much attention from the foya.k, 
army. It required fome time t^ raife a newwmyi, 
whmh in tlie mean t-jme eonld afford hgt little affiff- 
apee orcomfort to.tbe QojoH.ifts.i 

About ibis time an^ accident , happened wbieh 
very dctriincntal to the imereff . of America, andtend-j 
ed much to difeourage the cojoiyes. This’ was t^ 
taking of General Lee. That officer, at the head of 
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H parry ofmeri, being on his march to join General 
WafliingTon, who had alTembled the Penfylvania mi- 
litia to fecure the banlts of the Delaware, was from 
the diilancc of the Britifli 'cantonments betrayed into 
a fatal fe«urity, by which, in cro^&ng the uppermoft 
• part of New Jerfey,.from the North River, hefixed his 
'rjtiartms, and lay, parekfsly guarded, at fome diifance 
from the main body* He was betrayed by an inhabi- 
tant for the fake of a reward, whb informed Colonel 
Harcourt of the fituatipn he -was in, who having piade 
.an exqurhon at the head of a fmall detachment, of light 
.horfoj.qondufted his mo®f<ites with fo much addrefs 
and fecrccy, that th«; guard .was evaded^ the Gentries 
feized without noifie^ the quarters forced, and Lee car- 
crled off, though ail thait part' ofithe. country was in 
his favour, and thatifqyeral guard pods and armed pa- ' 
fioles'feydn ithe't^ay. There feems to .have beea 
nifuch GareJefsnafs in the conduff of the General on 
this occafton, and but little judgment in thofe wrho 
formed the pods, and fet up the •pacrolc. ,-Had the 
pods sod patroles been placed as they ought to have 
been in rhe time of war and invafion, it would liave 
-bOerti impodible for one borfeman to have gone over 
fueba trafl of country, to ifiy nothing of a detach- 
mentj Without alarming tlie inhabitantSj and alTembling 
•‘^hofe that had annsi ' The fmalled and the mod fe- 
■icet pofldrn way ought not'to be neglcficd, from the 
margin of the fe'4-bank, to the centre of a Country, 
and from the centre to- the ejetremities of the whole. 
General Lee affed at this time with as little jndgment 
as he did with care ; for provided he had confulted 
ithe diftates of political wifdom and fagacity, he would 
have kept the drifted guard, to have dtewn the peq- 
•plc an example, to put them ju mind of the dsuiger 
C « they 
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they were in from a vigilant enemy^ that watched 
every opportunity to take an advantage. By negleft- 
ing this praftice, he, to his fad experience, (hewed an 
example of the truth of this obfervation. 

In many cafes the making of a fingle officer prifoner • 
would have been a thing of very little confideration 
or moment ; but in the then (fate of America, when 
their forces were raw, a general deficiency of milita- 
ry (kill prevailed, and the inexperience of the officers 
was even a greater grievance than the want of 
difeipline among the foldiers. In fuch a cafe the lofs 
of a commander, whofe fpirit of enterprize was direft- 
cd by great (kill in his profeffion, acquired by aftive, 
as well as a£luai fervicc, was of the utmoft importance, 
and the more diftreffing, as there was little ground to 
hope that it could be foon fupplied. 

As General Lee was confidered by thofe at home 
as the very chief of all the American officers, it was 
imagined that his being taken would have had a confi- 
derable eifeft upon diftreffing the colonifts, and putting 
an end to the war. The rejoicing among the tories 
and Jacobites on account of this event, was fcarcely 
prudent, decent, or becoming. Some peifonal ani- 
inofity between Mr Lee and forae other officers in the 
army, as well as perfons of power at court, was fup- 
pofed to have contributed not a little to the triurapit 
and exaltation on that occafion. The taking of Gene- 
ral Lee was alfo attended with a circumftance which 
has produced much inconvenience on both fides, and 
of much pain and calamity to many individuals. Not 
long before this accident, a cartel, or fomething of the 
like nature, had been eftablifhed for the exchange of 
prifoners between the Generals Howe and Walhing- 
ten, which had been carried into execution, fo far as 

time 
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time and circumftaaces would admit. As General 
Lee was particularly obnoxious to government, it 
was faid, and fuppofed, that General Howe was con- 
fined by his inlhruftions from parting with him upon 
^ any condition, provided the fortune of war fliould put 
him into his power. General Wafliington not having 
at this time any prifoner of rank equal to Lee, propo- 
sed to exchange fix field officers for him ; the number 
being intended to balance the difparity : or if this was 
refufed, that he might be treated and confidered ac- 
cording to his ftation, according to the praflice of all 
civilized and poliffied nations, and the precedent which 
the Americans had already ffiewn with regard to Bri- 
tilh officers iu their hands, until an opportunity offer- 
ed for a direft and equal exchange. The pride of our 
miniftry, and the prefent Spirit of the Britifli officers 
were raifed to a degree a little top high to liften to 
any requeft of tliis nature from a rebel commander in 
chief. It was expelled that in a little time the colo- 
nies would be brought to the feet of the minifter, anti 
General Lee would be dealt with as a (late prifoner, 
and treated as one of the chiefs iij the rebellion. Pro- 
feriptioas of a great extent were meditated, and there 
was nothing wanting but fuccefs to let the world fee 
how minifterial vengeance would be executed. Ge- 
neral Walhington therefore received for anfwer, that 
as Mr Lee was a deferter from his Majefty’s fervice, 
he was not to be confidered as a prifoner of war ; that 
he had not at all come within the conditions of a car- 
tel, nor could he receive any of its benefits. General 
Lee had refigned his half pay at the beginning of the 
American conteft, and was none of his Majefiy’s offi- 
cers. He could only be confidered as a fubjeff of go- 
yernmeat, like the reff of thofe who were in arms in 

America, 
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America, and ia no refpeft came under the dclcrip- 
tion of a deferter from his Majefty’s fervice. In the 
propofals for a cartel no particular exceptions of per- 
fous.had been made, and General WaPaington treated 
this doftrine of the miuiftry vrith the mmoft contempt. 

In the mean time Lee was confined in the cioleft 
manner, and watched and guarded with all the ftrift- 
nefs and jealoufy which a ftate criminal could have 
c.xperienced in the mod dangerous political conjunc- 
ture. This cenduft not only fufpended the cartel, but 
induced retaliation on the ocher fide ; fo that Colonel 
Campbell, who had hitherto enjoyed every degree of 
liberty confiflcnt with his condition, and had been 
treated with great humanity by the people of Bofton, 
was now thrown into a dungeon, and treated with a 
rigour equal to the indulgence he had formerly e.xpe- 

rienetd.— The. officers who were prifoners in the 

foufhern colonies, though they were not treated fo 
feverely as Colonel Campbell, were however deprived 
of their parole liberty, and other conveniencies, which 
made their fituation uncommonly eafy. It was de- 
clared that their future treatment ffiould, in every de- 
gree, be regulated by that which General Lee experi- 
enced, and that their perfons Ihould be anfvverable in 
the utmoll extent for any violence that v/as offered to 
■him. According to the rules of julHce, our minifiry 
could e.xpeft no other fort of conduft from the colo- 
nills towards our officers, and whatever might hap- 
pen to them, the blame muff have refted upon them- 
felves. 

According to the boalling of that time. General Lee 
was to have been brought over to England to be tri- 
ed as a ftate prifoner ; and there is no qneftion that if 
The rainiftry had not been embarraffed with regard to 

their 
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their own officers, which were prifoners in America, 
General Lee would have felt their vengeance to the 
utmoft extent. But though be was particularly ill 
ufed for a time, the fiiuation of many Britifli officers 
preferved him from the vengeance that was intended 
for him. 

It the midd of the feveral trying circumdances 
which happened about this time, the American con- 
grefs ftiew'ed a wonderful fteadinefs and refolution. — 
Far from defponding, or giving wmy to any thing like 
unconditional fubmiffion, they made no overtures to- 
wards any fort of an accomodation. Pride, fharac, 
and the hope of fubduing the colonifts, prevented the 
government to make any propofals of accomodation to 
the edngrefs. The colonifts, as was neceffary in their 
prefent fituation, prepared to renew the war with all 
the vigour they were mafters of, and to repair their 
fhattered forces with the utmoft diligence. It was 
imagined that by their Ioffes in the Jerfies, and in other 
parts of the continent, that they would never be able 
again to make any refiftance againft the King’s forces ; 
and that the lofs of General Lee would totally break 
their fpirits. But all thefe events only roufed them 
the more, and called forth into excrcife every latent 

principal of exertion that remained in their fouls. 

They were now convinced that temporary armies 
were not competent four the great objeft they had in 
view, and that though men engaged for a fiiort and li- 
mited time might repel a hidden invafion, yet when op- 
pofed to the conftant attacks of a powerful enemy, 
and the continual efforts of regular forces, they were 
far from being fufficient. They’’ found in experience, 
that they could not hope with an army of new men, 
changed every year, to make any effefiual ftand againft 
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veteran troops, and their prefent critical Atuation did 
not permit time for changes of trained men for new 
levies, which /or feme time could be of little fervice^ 
To remedy this evil for the future, which could not be 
guarded againfl; at prefent, the congrefs iflued orders 
about the middle of September for levying 88 batta- 
lions, the foldicrs being bound by the terms of enlift- 
ment to ferve during the continuance of the war. 

The number of battalions which each colony was by 
this ordinance appointed to raife and fnpport, may be 
confidered as nearly an exaft political fcale of their 
comparative flrength, framed by thofe who w’ere in- 
tcrelled in its correftnefs, and well acquainted with 
their refpeftive circumftances. Maflachufett’s Bay 
and Virginia were the highefl; in the fcale, being to fur- 
nidi 15 battalions each ; Pennfylvania came next, and 
was rated at 12 , North Carolina g ; Connefticut and 
Maryland 8 each ; New York and the Jerfies each 
4, the latter being confidered as one government. — 
This was the prefent compliment of men to be raif- 
cd to make up aftanding army during the continuance 
of the war, and when full, were thought fufficient for 
any emergency. It muft be allotved that the con- 
grefs took every rational ftep to form this army, and 
the army when raifed did not difappoint their expeft- 
aiions. Money was not wanted, nor any encourage- 
ment that could be given to animate the fpirits of the 
people to eniift. 

The liberality of the congrefs in its encourage- 
ment to the troops, was proportioned to the necelTity 
or fpeedily completing the new army. They not on- 
ly gave a bounty of fwenry dollars to each foldipr at 
the time of enlifting, but allotted lands at the end of 
the war to fiich as furyived, and tp the reprefcntfitjyej 
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of all that fhould happen to be flain in battle in tliffcF- 
ent ftated proportions, from 500 acres, the allotment 
of a Colonel, to 1 50, which was that of an Eni|Jgn ; 
the private men and the non-commifEoned ofiloets 

were to have 100 acres each. To prevent the 

thoughtlcfs, the prodigal, or worthlefs, obtaining for 
trifles what was due to the brave and meritorious, for 
their blood and fervices, all thefe lands were render- 
ed unalienable during the war, no aflignraent being to 
be admitted at its conclufion. The congrefs had be- 
fore, as an encouragement to their forces, decreed, 
that all their officers, by fea or land, who w'ere or 
might be difabled in a6fion, fhould receive during life, 
one half of the monthly pay to which they were en- 
titled by their rank in the fervice, at the time of their 
- meedng with the misfortune. Though thefe cncon- 
ragements were great, yet it appears as if the condi- 
tion of ferving during the war was not generally a- 
greeable to a people fo little acenftomed to any kind 
of fubordination and rcllraint. So that in the month 


of November the congrefs found it neceffary to admit 
of another mode of enlifting for the term of three 
years. This was certainly more reafonabic, though 
perhaps it might not anfwer the purpofe of a flanding 
army fo well. According to this new mode, the fol- 
diers were to receive the fame bounty with others, 
but were cut out from any allotments of lands. It 
has been affirmed by the people at home that even 
after all thefe encouragements that the bufinefs of re- 
cruiting went on flowly. But this docs not at ail ap- 
pear ; for when the time of aftion called them forth, 
we do not find tfiat their armies were deficient j'and 
even the Britifhminifler in the fenate affirmed, though 

afterwards 
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afterwards lie changed his tone, that they were do<l* 
ble in number to the King’s forces. 

'J'he reafon of making promifes of land to fhe foldi- 
ers was intended to be a counter-balance to a firailar 

meafure adopted by the crown.— Large graats 

of vacant lands were made, to be diftribnted at the 
end of the troubles to every one of the royal highland 
emigrants, and fome other new faifed troops in Ame- 
rica, as a reward for their expefted zeal and loyalty 

- in the reduftion of the colonifts. A meafure which 
tended more to excite and increafe -the animofity of 
the people, than .any other which could have been 
devifed in fuch circumftances. -Eot they univerfally 
confidered the, terra vacant as fignifying the fame thing 
as forfeited, which being an effeft of the treafon laws, 
yet unknown in Americai excited the greater hor- 
ror ; the people being well aware, from the experi- 

- cnce of other countries, that if che.fwcets of forfeiture 
■were once tailed, it would be equally happy and unu- 

jfual if any othdr limits than thofe which nature had 
aliigned, could rcltrain its operation. The annual 
fupplies raifed in the colonies by their refpe&ive afs- 
Temblies being infufficlent to provide.for the extraordi- 
nary expcnces of fwlarge an army, together with other 
-numerous contingencies infeparable from fuch a war* 
.the congrefs found it neceffary to negociate a loan to 
anfvverthefe purpofes. They accordingly jialTed a re- 
.folutton to borrow five millions of dollars at an interell 
-of four per cent, and to pledge the faith of the Uni- 
ted States for the payment of both principal and inte- 
rcll. . 

' The wifdom and prudence of the congrefs did not 
forfake them in the time of the greatell hardfliips ;^- 
tliey always found expedients and rcfources anfwera- 
ble to the exigencies of their afi'airs. In this critical- 
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fituatioh of their country, when the'ptefervatioii of 
their colintry^ and the prefervation of Philadelphicl 
Was almoft hopeiefsj and a time when Lord Cbrnwal- , 
lis had over-run thO JerfiCs, and the Britifli forces 
had rAen pofleffioh of the towns and pods on thO 
Delaware, the congrOfs publiflied ah addrefs to the 
people in general, but more particularly to thofe of 
Philadelphia and the neighbouring dates. The inten- 
.tion of this addfefs was to awaken the attention of the 
J^cople, rehiove their defpondency, renew their hopes 
and fplrirs^ and 'confirm their intentions of iupporting 
the War, by (hewing that no other means were left 
Tor the prefervation of their rights and liberties, for 
*^>X^ich they originally contended. ’ But it was princi- 

* pally defigned to ptomote the completing of the new 
army, and to call out the inhabitants to the defence 

■ of Philadelphia. For thefe piirpofes they eniimerat-k 
ed the cuufesof the troubles j the grievances they had 
fendiired, the latebppt-elfive laws that had been paffed 
againd them ; they infided much upon the contempt 

^\hat had been thrown upon their petitions and applU 
' cations for redrefs of grievance ; and to (hew that no 
‘ altefnatlve but war, or a tame fubmiflion and refigna- 

• tibn of all that could be dear to mankind ; they affert- 
'cd, that even the' beaded commiffioners for giving 
' peace to America had not- offered nor did yet offer, 

• any ter'nis but pardon upon Hbfoliue 'fubmiffion4 — ^ — 
From* this detail and thefe premifes they deduced the 

' neceffity of the a£i of independency, affirming that it 
‘ Would have been impoffible for thcin^to have defend- 
ed theif rights againd fo powerful an aggreffor, aided 

■ by large arulies of foreign mercenaries,- cr to have 

■ obtained that affidance from other* dates, which Tvus 
abfolutely iiecelfary:i6 their prefemiion, wbild they 
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acknowledged the fovereignty, and confeflcd them-* 
felves fubjeils of that power againft which they had 
taken up arras, and were engaged in fo cruel a, war. — ? 
They fet forth the foccefs that had in general attended 
their caufe and exertions, contending that the prefent 
Hate of weaknefs and danger did not proceed frora any 
aftual lofs or defeat, or frora any defeft of valour ia 
their troops, but merely from the expiring of the 
terms of thofe flrort en’illments, which had in the be- 
ginning been adopted from an attention to the eafc qf 
the people- 1 hey aflured them that foreign Hates 
had already rendered them effential fervices, and had 
given them the moft pofitihre affurances of further aid. 
And they excited the indignation of the people by ex- 
patiating upon the unrelenting, cruel, and inhuman 
manner in which the war was carried on, not only by 
the auxiliaries, but even by. Utc-Bi i ifli forces tbeip- 
felves. They infilled, with an energy peculiar to_ ragn 
fenfible of fp great an injury, upon the behaviour, pf 
- the Briiilli men and Jofficers, iu murdering tire dc- 
fcncelefs, plundering the innocent, ravilhing women, 

( and dellroying infants. Thp colouring on this occa- 
. fion might poflibly be too ftrong> but it has been al- 
lowed on all hand? that there was too much reafon 
for complaints of this kind. This odinm firft ftlhop: 
the Heflians, and fince that time has relied upon them, 
though the Britilh troops were far from efcaping a 
Ihare of this imputation, The former being naturally 
fierce, cruel, and ignorant of the rights of mankind, 
were acquainted with no laws but thofe of dcfpotiftn, 
and with no manpers, except thofe ellablilhcd within 
the narrow confines of their own government, knpw 
no dillinflion between ravaging and plundering an 
enemy’s country, where no prefent advantage was 

intended 
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intended, except booty, nor any future benefit ex- 
cept that of weakening the enemy, and the redu- 
cing a malcontent jpeoplc to a due 'fenfe of obedience 
to their fovereign. 

It was faid, to reconcile thofe barbarians to fo new 
and flrange ah adventure, fome idea had been Held 
but to them in Gefniany, that they fliould obtain large 
portions of lands which they were to conquer in Ame- 
rica ; and that this notion, however abfurd, had made 
them at firft confider the original pofleffors as their 
natural enemies ; biit when they difcovered tKeir mif- 
take, they confidefed the moveable plunder of the 
country not only as a matter of right, but as an ade- 
quate recompence for undertaking fuch a voyage, and 
engaging in fuch a war. Perhaps this 'military rapine 
and plunder may be accounted for without fuch 
adoption as this now mentioned. It w^as obferved 
from the ^ginning, the moll moral antipathy fubfifled 
between the Americans and Ideffians : the former 
contending for freedom and filled wdth the highefb 
notions of the. natural rights of mankind, regarded 
with equal contempt and abhorrence, a people whom 
’they confidei'ed as the moft fordid of all mercenary 
flaves, in refigning all their faculties to the will and 
pleafure of a petty defpot, and becoming the ready 
inftrumeiits of cruel tyranny. They reproached ^lem 
with the .highefl degree of moral turpitude In thus eh- 
gaging in adomeftic quarrel, in which they had nei- 
ther mtcren: nor concern, arid quitting their homes in 
.the old world, to butcher a people in the new, 'from 
whom they had 'neixr received' the fmalleft offence or 
injury \ but whp,^dn the cdiitfafy, had for a centu^^y 
.‘part, afforded a afylum to their harraffed 

* arid bpprelTed^countfyihen^ who Had fled in multitudes 

thither 
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thither to efcape from a tyranny fimilar to that under 
■which they were now afting, and to enjoy the blefTings 
of a liberty mofl generoufiy held out to them, of which 
thefe mercenaries would mofl impioufly bereave the 
German as welt as Englifti Atnericans. Such fenti- 
meots and reproaches did not fail to cncreafe theif 
natural ferocity and rapacioufiiefs, and it is faid that 
they continued in a courfe of plundering until they be^ 
came fo encumbered ai\d loaded with fpoil, and fo. 
anxious for its prcfervation, that it turned to be a great 
hindrance to their military operations. It is a thing 
obvious to all who have confidered human nature, and 
made obfervations upon the different charaffers of 
men in fodety, that thofc under defpotic governments 
are generally the mod ignorant and the mod cruel of 
mankind, and keened of plundering their enemies. — 
Men who are indruided in the rights of human nature, 
tinlefs in the very heat of paflion, will be ready to go- 
vern their behaviour by the laws of humanity, and 
Ihudder at cruelty which perverts the fird principles, 
of nature. 

However much this conduft of the Heffian troopS; 
might be contrary to the nature and difpofition of the 

itifh commanders, it w;:ts an evil not fo eafily to be 
remedied. They were afraid to hazard the fuccefs of 
the war in fo didant a fituation, and fuch precarious 
aud critical circumdanccs, by (quarrelling 'W'ith auxila- 
ries who were nearly as numerous and powerful as 
their oum forces. Allowances were neceffary, it was 
faid, to be made for difference of manners, opinions, 
and even ideas of military rules and praftice. Men 
mud make apologies for errors which they themfelves 
ip fome meafure purfue ; and which, although 
they do not proceed in the fame manner, in the end 

come 
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come to the fame conclufion. It will be impoffibje» 
by any principles of moral refbtude, to vindicate ei- 
ther the praftice of the warriors or the authors of the 
war. 

General Howe had undoubtedly great difficulty ta 
fupport that charafter which he and his family have 
long fuftainedjby afting according to his wilhes in ma- 
naging parties on this occafion. It W'as next to impot 
lible that th^evaftation and diforder prafticed by the 
-Heflians fhould not operate upon the Britifh troops.—? 
It would have been difficult to puniffi tranfgreffions 
on the one fide which were praftifed without refervc 
or reprehenfion on the other. Every fuccefsful devi- 
ation from order and difcipline in war is generally fuc- 
ceeded by others ftill greater. No relaxation can take 
place without the molt ruinous confequences. The 
foldier who at firlt ffirinks at trilling excefies, will, in 
a fhort time, if they pafs without reprehenfion, pro- 
ceed without hefitation to the greatell enormities. 

From thefecaufes above-mentioned arofe thefe com- 
plaints of the Americans concerning the defolation that 
was fpread over the Jerfies, and which, by affefting 
friends and moderate people, as well as enemies, did 
great injury to the royal caufe. The latter were 
■ thereby united more clofely, and urged to aftion, and 
the former were in great numbers detached from the 
royal caufe. This effeft was not confined tothe imme- 
diate fufferers; it extended through the colonies, 
where the accounts of the condudl ol the army was 
publilhed, and imbittered the minds of all the colonifts 
againlt the military and the caufe they were fuppon- 
ing. When the accounts of the barbarities of our 
jirmy were tranfmitted to Europe, they greatly affeft- 
f 4 oqr national charafter, cfpecially iq France, where 
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the people in general through the whole courfe of this 
conceft have been ftrongly on the fide of the Ameri- 
cans. Among thofe the reports were received gree- 
dily and as readily believed. There was one proceed- 
ing that was greatly cenfured by ail our neighbours* 
and jullly deferred to be reprobated by all civilized 
nations;— -that was the deftruftiondf the public libra- 
ry at Trenton, and of the college and library at Prince- 
wwn, together with a celebrated orrery, made by 
Pottenhoafe, faid to be the beft in the world. Thefe 
were deftroyed by our army without remorfe or com- 
punftion. It would appear that theEnglilh and Germaq 
troops made war with literature itfelf ; for the library 
at New York feems to have met with the fame fate, 
foT a Glafgow bookfeller declared in paffing through 
Newcafile, that he purchafed a book in Glafgow, which 
was part of the plunder of New York. In the moft 
'Gothic times of barbarity it was feldom known that 
places of learning, or thofe of public worlhip were 
‘plundered by the fiercefi enemy. It w'asleft to the pre- 
fent poliflied and polite age, and the prefent mild go- 
neinment, to make war with literature and the gofpel. 
To turn places of divine worfliip into theatres or play- 
houfes, or to reduce them to allies, was referved for 
thofe'heroes w^ho a£ted under the aufpices of a niini- 
Iler who had once been difgraced for cowardice and 
difobedience by the higheft authority, and knew bet- 
'ter to pulh on others to dangerous exploits than riJk 
his o,wh life in the fmallefl degree,. The invifible on- 
efgy of this cowardly influence, feems to have pervad- 
^ed the whole meafures of our army on this occa’fion, 
and pulhed ihemon to pra£iices which future ^es will 
^fefleft'upon with horror andaftonifliment. Thepre- 
^fident of tlie college of Princetoivn in New jerfey was 

heco.H6 
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become peculiarly obnojcioug tq tbe friends of govern- 
menf: he had been called from North Britain to that 
appointment, and had for many years been confpicu- 
ous for an attachment to liberty.- The leading party" 
in his own country,^ wbq were never his friends 
while he continued there, were the principal promo- 
ters of the American War in North Britain, and as he 
was well known to many in the army who were corf- 
hefted with that party and their friends,' it was fup- 
]pofed that the defpite ihewed to this college was prin- 
cipally aimed at the prefident. , He was lately made 
a member of the continental congrefs which rendered 
‘bimilill more confpicuous as well as obnoxious. ‘ A 
fermph which he preached before the congfefs, Ihp* 
'a very mpderat^and fpnfible difcourlp, was ferved 'in 
‘ Scotland in the lame manner as the college ovpr which 
he prefided was ferved in America. It was pubiifted 
in Zdinburgh and Gjafgow with notts mofl; ' djf- 
refpqftful to the author and the caufe which he tras 
engaged in fupporting. The old, enmity that •R'ks 
^fliewn to him when in his own country, on this occa- 
fiop broke out with new violence, and that party 
which has long been Tapping the foundations of the 
church of Scotland, fliewed an inclination by their dt- 
ta«chs upon his charafter to aim a, blow at the chngch‘'es 
in ^.America. ^ In England their ohfervations 'were 
. laughed at, and in America defpifed, but their inten- 
tions were thereby known^and their fplly made '^- 
‘pi(e{I fp all meii.^ ' '.‘J- 

Ip about n month after the taking of New York, 
the inhabitants of that ifland prefented a petitiqh- to 
X.prd and General Howe the epnamirfioners for fetto- 
ring peace tp the colonies, figned by Daniel Horfe- 
^ jpandP^^andOljvejr dc L^ny, and 94 declaring 

■ " * ’ ' ‘ their 
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their allegiance, and their acknowledgment of con^ 
JHtutional authority oi threat Britain over the colonies, 
and ’praying that in confec^uehce of foriner declarations 
iffued by the commiffioners that the city and .country 
'might be reftored to his MajeftyV peace and protec- 
tion. This petition to the coihniillioners was follow- 
ed by another to the fame purpofe, from the freehold- 
ers and inhabitants of Queen^s county iii Lohg-Illand. 
It was obferved of thefe petitions, that the acknow- 
ledgment of the conftitutiohal fiipremacy in one, and 
of the conftitutional authority in the other, was very 
•guardedly expreffed, all mention of parliameht arid 
the great quellion of unconditional fubmiffiori being 
left totally untoached^-^^ — It is alfo remarkable ihit 
though the inhabitants of New York Ifland' arid 
Q^en^s county, befides raifmg a confiderablc body 
of troops for the King’s feryice, and ellablilhing a 
ftrong militia for the common defence, had given 
every other teftimoiiy of loyalty which coruld be ex- 
pe£ted or wiflied, yet their petitions were not taken 
notice of, rior were they reftored to thofe rights 
which they expelled in confequence of the declara- 
lions, as well as the late law for the appointment of 


commiffioners. 

The doubtful and critical fituatiori of Phila(derphia^ 
which by a night or two’s froft would have been ex- 
pofed to the Britifli forces,obliged the corigrefs, about 
the end of the year to remove to Baltimore Towm, in 
Maryland. In this ftate of public danger, the Ameri-* 
cans were not a little alarmed by fome diffentioris in 
’ the coQgrefs. The declaration for independency, as 
was already mentioned, had met with much oppofitrori 
in Phil adelphia,not only from the tories, but from many 
' who in all matters -had been among the moll forward. 

in 
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te oppofing the claim bf the crown and pariianieht.-*— 
The carrying of the quefUon through the province by 
■•'a great majority was far from Icffcning the bitternefs 
of thofe Who oppofed it, among whom were moft of 
the Quakers, who were a powerful body in that colo- 
ny. The difcontented in this affair j as is often the 
cafe, forgetting their fotmcr profefEons and princi- 
ples, mingled their pafSoils and rcfentments with their 
prefent oppofitiOn, and joined with thofe they had 
formerly perfecuted and difpifcd, againft their friends, 
whereby a llrong and formidable oppofiiion was form- 
ed. This oppofitiOn appears to have been formed 
of men who joined in oppofition to government at firft, 
from principles of mere private intereft, or had in the 
hurry of party been brought over to take a fide, with- 
out confidering well the confequences. Thefe where 
fomewhat like a party we have at home, who will ex- 
claim loudly againft the meafures of the government, 
which appear to affeft their oWn intereft, but in the 
lime of a general eleftioh, either for fear i of foine 
private lofs, or for the fake of a bribe will aft diame- 
trically contrary to all their profellions of public fpi- 
rit, and declared regard to the common weal. 

In confequence of this diffention, and ill fuccefs oF 
the provincial arms during a great part of the cam- 
paign, fome who minded their own intereft and fafety 
more than the common caufe of the colonies, deferted 
the congrefs, and fled to New York to the Britilh 
commiffioners to claim the benefit of the general par- 
don that had been offered, expfefting as matters then 
ffood to return fpeedily home in triumph. Among 
thefe was Mr Galloway, whom we fliall have occa- 
fion to take notice of afterwards ; the family of the 
Allens, and fome other leading men in Pennfylvania 
^ E e and 


Digitized by Google 



2it H I S T O R Y O F A. D4.tff7i 

and the Jerfies. Thefe were not fq tronblefome to 
the colonifts as fome others that hept their places^ 
who were fo numerous that upon the approach of the 
King’s forces to the Delaware^ they prevented the or- 
der for fortifying Philadelphia from bein^ carried in- 
to execution. This inconfiftent and alarming opera- 
tion in the feat of life and aftioa obliged General 
Walhington to detach three regiments under the com- 
mand of Lord Sterling, effe^fually to quell the oppo- 
fition of party, and to give energy to the meafurc of 
fortifying the city. This decUive conduft anfwcrcd 
all his pnrpofes, except that of fortifying the city, st 
defigu which feems to have been given up as not prac- 
ticaule, or probably not thought neceflary atthistimey 
The leafon of the year began now to turn fevere^ 
though the froft w'as not fo fet in as to make a paf- 
fage a-crofs the Delaware ; the King’s troops found 
it neceffary to go into cantownents about the middle 
of December. Their cantonments formed an exten-- 
five chain from Brunfwick on the Raritonto the De- 
laware, occupying not only the towns, polls, and villa- 
ges, which came within thedefeription of the.line, but 
thofe alfo on the banks of the Delaware for feverjd 
miles, fo that the latter compofed a front at the end 
oi the line, which looked ovet to Philadelphia. The 
royal forces feemed now to enjoy perfeft tranquility, 
and there appeared no danger of their defigns being 
interrupted, or of their fecurity putting them in dan- 
ger. 1 he Americans were in fuch a htuation, as feem- 
ed not to promife any thing in their favonr, nor 'threat- 
en any molcltaiion to their enemies. In this Hate of 
afbiirs a bold and intrepid enterprize was executed, 
which in its firft appcarance Ihewedmore of brilliancy 

than 
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than real energy, but in it's confequerices changed 
in a gVeat meafure the Whole fortune of the war. 

■ General Walhfngtdn, who had, more through de- 
fign than nccelhty, reduced his army to the feemingly 
' low date m which' it then was, had ufcd all methods int 
his ptower to make the enemy believe in the prefent 
appearances, and had fufficiently imprelTcd them with' 
an ideadfhis impotency. On this account the King’s 
forces; imagining there was now ho danger, began to( 
eiijdy themfelveS in their winter quarters, and lived in, 
a fecurity confirteht with their ideas of fafety. Colo- 
xiel Rail, a Wave ahd experienced ofHcer, was ftatibn-: 
Cd with three badalidhs of HedEahs, a few Britiffi 
light horfe, and hfty Ghaffeurs, making in all about 
150b, at Trehtdn ttn the Delaware, which was thtt 
Wgfteftpoft thitthe Britifti troops occupiedupon that 
Hveir; Colonel Dohop lay at Bordentown, a few 
hiileSloWcr down the river ; a third body was ftation- 
ed at Burlington, within twenty miles of Philadelphia'. 
The troops at Trenton, as well as the other corps id 
the neighbouring cantonments, partly from an appre- 
henfion Of the Wcaknefs pf the enemy, and partly 
ftbiii the contempt in which they held them, confidcr- 
cd themfelves in as perfeft a ftatc of fecurity, as if 
they had been performing garrifon duty in their owrt 
country, in a timb of the profoundefl: peace, I'his 
fuppofed fecurity as is ufual with military people, in- 
"creafed the licentloudiefs arid lixnefs of difeipline. 
Which has been already taken notice of, and produced 
ah inattention to the poffibility oi a furprize, which 
upon no principles of military prudence can be jufti. 
fied, in the neighbourhood of ap enemy however weak 
gud contemptible, 

Ceri. 
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^ Gen. Wafliington had partly forefeen what would 
happen, and made himfelf particularly acquainted 
with all the circumftances of the troops in thefc can- 
tonments, and as he perceived the danger that was in^ 
tended for Philadelphia,^ thought rt was now a proper 
occafion to prevent it, hy giving his enemies a blow 
that they would fincerely feel. To perform this de- 
fign, he refolved to attack the Britifli troops in their 
cantonments, by bringing his troops together in one 
point, and by making an attack upon them feparately, 
make a bold pufli to defeat them ip their fequeft'ered 
and fecure fituation. Should he happep ' to fucceed 
pnly in part of his plan., he was perfuaded he could 
make his enemies contrail their cantonments, .and 
make them forfake the yicinity of the river, when 
they found that it was not a fufficicnt gpard to cover 
their quarters from infult and danger. By^this means 
Jie would for the prefent fecure Philadelphia, which 
was the principal objeft of his attention. For thef^ 
purpofes he took the ncceflary meafures for aflembling 
his troops, which confided chiefly of drafts from the 
militia of Pennfylvania and Virginia. Thefe were to 
march in three divifions to an appointed dation on 
the Delaware as fpon as it was dark, and with as little 
iioife as pofTible. This was performed upon the 
evening of Chridmas. Two of thefe divifions were 
commanded by the Generals Frving and Cadwallader, 
the fird of which was to pafs the river at Trenton- 
Ferry, about a mile below the tpwn, and the other 
ftill lower towards Bordentown. The principal corps 
was commanded by General Wafliington in perfon, * 
affided by the Generals Sullivan and Green, and con- 
fided of about 2560 men, provided with a train of ten 
final! brafs field-pieces. With this corps he arrived 
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^t. Mr ^Kenny’s Ferry, .at, the.. time, hoping 
l^efpre. midnight- to p.afs over that diyifiop^ and, the ar^ 
tillery, and then it wquld be no di^culty .to - reacl\ 
thatpl^e. before day- iigk and.effe<^iiaUy to furprifc 
lpqlonel,Rairs brigade. The paffage was. however 
t the river was fo encumbered, with ice that 
ft. -was with -great .labour that they qquld .work the: 
boats crofs the river, wdiich retarded their paffage fq 
much that it was near four o’clock before, it wa? com- 
pleated. „ They were alfo hindered in. their march by a 
violent.ftorm of fnow and hail, .which rendered the 
yvay fq flippery, that jt was with difEculty they reach^ 
^4, the place of their deftination by eight o’clock. . . 7 
V The' detachments were formed in, two, divifions *im^ 
mjsqi^tely upon their landing, one of which turning to 
their fight, took .the lower road tb.Tfehtpn j aqd the 
pthpr,^with General Wafltihgton, , proceeded ^ along 
*^he upper road to Pennington.. J^qt^hliftandin^ th$ 
delays and jnterruptiohs they nie7w5.tl}> and ^ advan^ 

cVd ftate, pf day-light, the^HelTians had no knowledge 
of their approach, until an advanced* port atfome du- 

^7 — *V *-• * ^ ^ ^ * h-i * t 4 ^ i ^ i A ^ 

tance from the town.was. attacked .by. the upper, divN 
flOA ; the lower diviuon about the fame time .driving ia 
rhe;put.grpunds on their fide. — The regiment of Kail 
having been detached to fupport the picquet which was 
grd,attacked,- was fpon. put, into. diforder. by the re- 
treat of jhat party, and. obliged to^rejoin the , main bp^ 
dy. .. Colonel Rail . now bravely .charged the. enemy, 
but being fooii mortally wounded, the , troops were 
thrown into diforder, after a fliorc encounter, and dri- 
* yep from their artillery, wbiph eppfifted^of fix bfafs 
field pieces. Thu^ oyerppweredand nearly fiirround- 
ed, after an ineffe<51ual attempt to,retr 9 at.ao:Princq- 
town, the thf?c regiments -of R^l,. Lpfsberg,. aqd 
•< *v I^Dyj)lisvi*cpj|s 
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inyphaufenj'lfr'ire obliged to fnn'iftder prTfoners of 
war. Some few ol^ tbe ChalFeurs, Snd fome fti^gglcr* 
^adfe their efcapc ^lohg die rivef fide to Bordentown, 
Several of the HefliadS that had bcdn out pfundermgj 
in the country, add aecordingly abfcnt from there dtlty 
diat morning, tbolethe fame way offaving theinfclves',' 
while their criiiit was concealed under the gehifrai| 
faisfortu'ne. i ,.:rr-' 

" The lofs ofthe Heffians itt hilled and Wotiiided Wa$ 
f ery inconlidefablc ; their lofs irr this refpeft ‘diid 'ttot 
exceed forty, at tnofl.' The lofs of the Americahs wa 4 
Hill ihpre incortliderable. The pf ifoners amotinted .t& 
918. Thus one part of General WafhingtphV'fcJai 
was executed with fdccefs ; bu't the two others failed 
jii the e xecUtioh ; the quantity of ice being fb gt^e'it that 
the diViiions under Ervilig and jCadwallader, found th6 
fiver at the' places they were to trofs impaffiblei. Had 
fibt this happeUedj'and tbat thd firft according- to hii 
fcfders had 'been able to take poflelHon of the btidgd 
Over fre'titon'Cir^eh, not 'one of thofe that Hed to 
Bordfentbwn would hare efcaped. Had the defigh bied 
■iihetihtd ill ali’its parts, and the three divifions had 
Vdined ‘after tbe aHair at Trenton, it feems probable 
that they would have fWept all the ports on the tivtt 
b’efore them. ' ' ' ' ‘ 

■^ 'In'his preferir fitUation General Walhingtoh Could 
hot proceed farther in his plaii of operation. ^ Th'e 
force he had with him was far from being able to 
maintain its ground at Trenton, there being a body of 
light infantry at Pfincctown, which was only a few 
miles diftant, which by the junction of Dortop’s bri- 
gade, or other 'bodies from the neared cantonments, 
would have foon fvvallowed up his little army. He ac- 
fcotdmgl'' 'Qtla.’.varc the fame' evening, 

'Xrrying 
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c^if^ying with him the prifgnicrs, who with their vtil- 
krj; Jind colours, afforded a day of new and joyful tri- 
umph iq Philadelphia* This final! fuccefs wonderful-’ 
ly raifed’the fpirif ftfthe cploni(l$* , It is a flrange, hut 
general difpafitioq ia mankind, to be more afraid pf 
.Hhofc they do . not know, 'ihaa of ,^hofe withi whtw 
they are acquainted* Difference of dreft, pf armt, 
jijoqiplc.xioii, beard, colour of the hair or eyes,; ;With 
..iho general mein and countenance, have op various 
;©ccahpns had furprifing effeffs, upoq even brave, and 
.experienced foldiers. The Deffians had hitherto beep 
.^ry terrible to die Americdhs, and the taking a whole 
brigade of th^ prifoners, appeared fo incredible at 
Philadelphia, th^ -the very tirne they were marching 
to;-tbat city, people were contending in different parts 
thai.th^^wikde dory was aiifiion, and that indeed , If 
t»uld.pac he true* The charm was however hrokpR, 
the Heffi*ans were no longer tcfrible. 
ioyiocible troops were found hoth to be vulnerahlft 

and capable of being fubduedj and the American^ 
found, that by fuitable exertions of their own ft^engch 
they were a match forthe moft terrible of their eopf* 
mies. From this lime they began to underfl;and.their 
own irap9rtance,and made pur men find their,, iu:jprei^ 
Hon fnore heayily thaq for Tome time befocc*,,i 
fp;far turned the ^cafe of fuccefs, that our troops tip- 
Irer after that time gained an advantage, that w^as of at^ 
teal emolument to them. 

. General :Waihington w:as now reinforced by fexeraj 
regiments from , Virginia and Maryland>as wxil as with 
feveyal ne,w bodies of Pepfylvania militia, who- with 
tbofe.of that province under, hif command, were.mucl^ 
difUnguifhed in.the hardrfervice 'of.the, enfuing. wintar 
campaign. The furptife at Trentpn did . not jw^citc 

Icls 


Digitizeo by Google 



t74 ’ H 1 S t d R Y 6 F ' 

jefs amazcmcnt in the Britifli and auxiliaiy quartets 
than it did joy in thofe of the Americans. That three 
old veteran regiments of a people that make war a 
profeffion, fliould lay down their arms to a ragged and 
Untrained militia, and that with fcarc^ly any lofs on 
-their fide, feemed an event of fo' extraordinary a na- 
ture, that it gave full fcope to the operation of Cori- 
jefture, fufpicion, cenfure, and malignity, as differeht 
perfons were differently affefted. General Howe was 
blamed formakingfo extenfive achain of cantonments; 
Rail was blamed for marching out of the town to meet 
the enemy ; and the Helfians were blamed for covf- 
ardice in the opinioil of their allies. General Howe 
was certainly led into this error by the deep feheme 
which General Walhington had laid, — and he wafs 
catched in a fnare that very few perfons could have e- 
fcaped. The American General had fo exquifitely 
counterfeited weaknefs, fear, and diftrefs, that even 
iiis own friends had the fame apprehenfions that his 
enemies had concerning his fituation. It W'as no won- 
der that GeneralHowe imagined there was no danger 
from a General that appeared to have neither ineU, 

money, nor any prefent refourccs. The friends of 

General Howe vindicated his charafter by alledging', 
that he not only depended upon the weaknefs of the 
enemy, but was influenced to make fuch cantonments 
to cover and proteft Monmouth county, where a great 
number of the people W’ere well-affefted to govern- 
ment. It was added in his defence, that perhaps no 
line of cantonments or polls can be fo perfe£lly con* 
trived as not to admit of an impreflion, in fome part, 
bp a forcemuch inferior to the aggregatepower'of tho 
defenfivc. It, upon the whole appears, that on thiS 
occafion General Howe was outwitted by General 
, Walhington. 
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General Washington. ‘As to Colo'nel Rail, provid- 
ed the charg'^ Us^ibft ' him was jud^ his miTcondud 
proceeded from the lame error which prevailed ge- 
nerally among both officers and men"of the Britilh as 
well as the Heffian forces; From their fuccelTes and 
•fuperiority in the former campaign, which they per- 
ceived’ they had in every a<dion, they held the colo- 
nids in the utmod contempt, both as men and as fdl- 
diers; and were ready to attribute all their advanta- 
ges to their own perfonal bravery, which were in faft 
derived from a nnmber of other occnrrent circum- 
ftances ; from military fkill^ experience, and difciplinc, 
from the fuperior excellency of their fmali arms, ar- 
tillery, and of all other engines, and fupplies necef- 
fary for war; and dill more particularly, to a better 
fupply, and a more dexterous ufe of the bayonets, 

■ which gave them a great fuperiority over the Ameri- 
cans, who Were but badly furnidied with this kind of 
arms, and were not expert in the ufe Of them.' . . 1 
" • The King’s troops began now' to perceive that they 
had more to do than fpott theinfelves in. winter quar- 
-ters. The alarm that'was now ifpread indnced .the 
' Britidi and aumliary troops immediately to 'alTemble, 

. and General Grant, with the forces arBrunfwick [to 
■ advance fpcedily to PrincOtown, whild Lord Corn- 
wallis who was gone to New York \a hisway to. Eng- 
• land, found it necedfary to delay his .voyage,) and) re- 

- turn to the defchco of the .jerfeys.. i They^found that 
they were dot now withont an enemy toienteounter, for 
General Walbington having received; reinforcements, 

’ ; had again paffed' ibei DelaWare, and was. with- his 
whole force at Trenton. ; Lord Cornwallis advanced 

- prefcndy to attack him; and found him^ftrongly poft- 
•’ «d at the back of Trenton Creek, and in poffeHJon of 

".r.; V ) :c/i , „Ff i; the 
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ihc Bridge and other paffagcs which were well co- 
Tcrcd and defended by ariillery* . After a few Ikir- 
milhes, a canoaade enfoed, which continued until 
night; the Britilh lorccs on this occafion were oblig- 
ed to proceed with cohfiderablc caution, and the re- 
membrance of the fate of the Heihans made our o£> 

• ficers more cautious than on fome former occafions- 
■ A brigade of the Britilh troops lay that night at 
-Maidenhead, fix miles from Trenton, and another up- 
on its march from Brunfwick, confifting of the 17th, 
the 40th, and 55th regiments u^er the command of 
Lieutenant-colonel Mawhood, were at Princeto'^ 

- about the fame diftance fron Maidenhead.. This be- 
ing the fituaiion of both fidcs,' General Waftungton, 
who was far from intending to hazard a battle, i hair- 
ing ofcd the ncceflary precautions of keeping up the 
patroles and every other appearance of remaining in 
his camp, and leaving fmall parties, to go the rounds 
and guard the bridge and the fords, he withdrew the 
red of his forces in the dead of the night, with the 
moft profound filence. They marched with fuch ex- 
pedition to Princetown, that fuppofis they took a 
' large compafs by Allenftown partly to avoid Trenton, 

or AlTumpink Creek, and partly to avwd the brigade 
which lay at Maid’enhcad, their van fell in at furprife 
' next morning, whh Colonel Mawhood, who had juft 
' begun his march.. . Mawhood, not having the fmall- 
! eft idea o( their force, being prevented by the fdg- 
ginefs of the morning and other cirLumftances from 
feeing its extent, coofidered it only as an attempt of 
i fome flying party to interrupt his march, and having 
difpetfed thofe by whom be was firft attack- 
ed, pulhed forwards without further apprebenfiops. 

- But in a flwri time he found that not only the 17th 

regimenc 
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regimpnt which he led was attacked on all Tides by a 
Tuperior force, but that it was alTo feparated and 'cut • 
off from the reft of the brigade, while he difco-- 
vefed by the continual diftant firing, that the 55th, 
which followed, was not in better circumftances. 

In this dangerous fituation Colonel Mawhood' 

, Ihewed much bravery, and his regiment behaved with' 
great firmnefs. ' After a violent engagement, and the' 
greateft exertions of courage and difeipline, they at 
length forced their way through the enemy with their 
bayonets, and purfued their march to'' Maidenhead. 
The 55th was fevcrcly preffed, and finding it impofli- 
ble to purfue their march, retreated, and returned by 
"HillftKirough to Brunfwick. The ’40th regiment, 
which was ftiil at Princetown when the aftion began, 
fuffered lefs than the others, and retreated by ano< 
thcr road to the fanjie place. The colonlfts confe'ffed 
the "bravery of Colonel Mawhood, and the 17 th rcgi- 
*meht, and declared that nothing could exceed their 
valour and intrepidity. The accounts of the killed 
and wounded on this occafion are To differently repre- 
fented, that it is not eafy to extraift the truth with cer- 
tainty from To many, various reprefentations. Oifr 
accounts fay that the number’ of killed, confidering 
the warmth of the engagement, was not fo confidera-. 
ble as might have been expefted ; it is however al- 
lowed that 200 of thefe three regimctits were takeh 
, prifoners, and the killed were fomewhat fewer. The 
lofs 9f the' Americans was faid to be much greater, 
efpecially in killed, though from their' 'accounts we 
r we are informed that even in flain the number of their 
. ^jnen wa^ inferior to ours. , They loft Major-General 
" ^erc?rVbelonging to 

^ cd and lamented. Some have endeavoured to 'acCouht 
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for a phenomcDon in this lall war, which has always 
at home been reprefented aa a faft, that there were 
always more of the colonifts killed i.O every aftion 
than there were of the King’s troops. The manner 
of accounting for this difpatity in the flaip is, that 
the arms of the colonifts were not fogood, nor did 
they know how to ufe them, (o well, as the King’s 
forces ; that in loading their pieces in the hurry of 
aftion they did not take time to, charge properly.^ — ? 
This is a dele^f cqmmon to both iides, and if a piece 
is not properly charged, the goodnefs of it will pro- 
duce litdc efte£i ; all the eSeffs proceeding from a 
goodftrelock de^nds upon the charging of it. The 
foldiers in otvr regiments were not all yeterans more 
than the Americans ; and a yonng recruit new come 
tq a regiment, though he knows fomething of the ex* 
ercife, will be juft as raw in the day of battle as a mi- 
litiaman or a eolojnft;» ahd be. in as great a hurry ip, 
loading his piece. 

This phenontenon is refolved by the Americans by 
denying the fa^, and afterting on the other hand that 
.in all engagements upon equal ground and equal ad- 
vantages, the difterence of killed and wounded on each 
fide was very nearly equal. Whatever there may be 
in this difpute, one thing is certain, that the colonifts 
had the better in this engagement. 

This fpirited and unexpefted movement of Wa(h- 
ingtpn, with its animated confequences, recalled Lord ' 
Cornwallis from the Delaware, who was not without 
. appreheplion for _the fafety of ^he troops and the 
magazines at Brunfwick, The Americans ftill avoid- 
ing a general a£iion, and Satisfied with the prefent 
advantages, croffed the Mileftope river, without any 
fnnher attempt. In a few weeks, however, they 

ever-rup 
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overrun Eafl: Jerfey as well as the Weft, fpreading 
themfelves over the Rariton, even untd Effex county^ 
■whereby feizing Newark, Elizabeth-town and Wood- 
bridge, they became mafters of the coaft oppofite to 
Staten Ifland. They took their principal pofts with 
fo much judgment, that it was not pradlicable to dif- 
lodge them. The King’s army retained only the two 
pofts of Brunfwick and Amboy, the one fituated a feW 
miles up the Rariton, the other on a point of land at 
its mouth, and both holding an open communication 
with New York by fea. Thus by a few well-concert- 
ed and fpirited aftions was Philadelphia faved,'Penn- 
fylvania freed from danger, the Jerfeys clearly recover* 
ed, and a viftorious and far fuperior army reduced to 
aft upon the defenfive, and for feveral months reftrain* 
cd within very narrow and inconvenient limits. Thefe 
aftions, and the raifing himfelf from the feemingly 
Joweft ftate of diftrefs in which he appeared to be in, 
exalted the charafter of General Wafliington, as a 
commander, very high, both in Europe and America ; 
and with his proceedings and fubfequent conduft 
ferved ail together to give fanftion to that appellation 
which is now generally applied to him, of the Ameri* 
can Fabius. Thefe events cannot be attributed to any 
mifeonduft in the Britifli officers and the men whoni 
they commanded, but depended entirely upon the 
> happy application of a number of powerful and con* 
earring circumilances, which were far beyond their 
reach to controul. Many of thefe things which now 
‘ happened had been forefeen and foretold from the 
beginning, both by thofc who oppofed publicly or 
■ regretted in private this war, and as others are obvious 
-to albmen, it may not be improper to mention fome of 
^ofe caufes that clogged it with particular difficulties. 

ThQ 
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The principd_ of ihefe were, the vaff extent of that 
contiaeut, with its unufual diifribution into great 
tra^s of, cultivated and wild territory, the long extent 
of fea coafl in its front, and the boundlefs wades 
the back of the inhabited countries, afforded refource 
or fheltcr in all circumdances ; the numbcrlefs inac- 
,ceffablc pods and drong natural barriers formed by 
|he various coaibinaiions of, woods, mountains, rivers, 
^kes, and marlhes. All thefc propenies and circum* 
ilances, with others appertaining to the climate and 
feafons, may be fald .to fight the. battles of the inha- 
Jbitants in a defeofive war. To thefe may be added, 
others lefs local — The unexpeded union and uht 
dtnown drength of the colonies, the judicious appli- 
cation of that drength by fuiting the defence to the 
.nature, genius, and abilities of the inhabitants, as wejl 
.as to the natural advantages of the country, thereby 
rendering it a war of pods, furprizes, and fkirmilhes, 
liadead of a war of battles. To all thefe may be ad- 
.ded, the people were not bridled by drong cities, n 9 r 
^fettered by luxury in thofe that were, otberwife, lb 
^at the redu£hon of a capital had no ede^ opt^n 
, the. red of the provinces, and the army could . retain 
;,no more, territory than what it occupied, whi^b 
j was again lad as foon as it departed to another qa<^< 

pWr. . , , 

. The army under Lord Cprnwallis was now fa^y 
>,ihraitened i during the remaining part of the winter, 
.„«nd the .whole fpring, while they comioued^at Brui^f- 
„ wick and Amboy, they underv^ent a fevere,and on- 
..,rc;iDUted, dqty, . whild their ranks were cpntinnaily 
hy-& continued feries of IkirmiiheSr. which 
-.^were ,pEo,dufiive..of no -rival advantages _ on; citber 
.fide, except, that they inured Uie^colopjdsjq, miUrary 
, ■ ' fervicc. 
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fervice. Now every Ipad of forage that {>ro- 
qured, and every article of provifion which did not^ 
come from New York, was fought for and purchafed^ 
at the expence of blood. 

The confequences of the late military outrages in 
the Jerfies were now feverely felt in the prefent chMgc^ 
of circumftances. As foon as fortune turned,, and" 
the means were in their power, the fuffeiers of alt 
parties, the well difpofed to the royal caufe, as well 
as the neutrals apd wavering, now rofe is one ' man,’ 
to avenge their perfonal injuries and panfcurar op- 
.prei&on, and being puflied onby akcerier fpur than 
any iWhich a public caufe or general motive could have 
expited, became its bittereft and moft determined ene- 
•nies. Thus the whole country, with a few excep- 
tions, became hoftile: thofe who were incapable of 
arms, a£liag as fpies, and keeping a continual watch 
for thofe who bore them, fo that the finallcft in^ 
tton conld not be ; made without, its being expofed 
and difeovered, before it could produce the effeftsfor 
which k was intended. Such were the froward 
< ovenu that during the winter damped the hopes, of 
a vi£iorioas army, and nipt the laurels of the forego* 
ing profperous campaign. Confidcring the behavi- 
our of our army, it Was a juft aft of providence which 
befei them, and the Ataerkans were fuffidently vin- 
dicated in juftice fdr the prefent retali^ioos. 
i . It has been formerly. taken notice of, • that fevec^ 
attempu had been made to call o^the attftntion of tl^ 
fouchem colonia.fconiithc general allia/ijce.to 
‘ own immediate defence,!^ involving ^etneffedi^y 
in civil War and domeftic eoatention, ekher through 
' the means of the.weil. afteded in general,^ R^gu- 
-ImtM^nnd Highland Emigrants in the Carolmas, or 

of ' 
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of the negroes ia Virginia. The charges which the 
infurgcnts brought againft their governors have alfd 
been taken notice of, namely of endeavouring to bring 
the favages down againd them, the people, tO promote 
their dcfigns of tyranny and dcfpotifm. The difap'* 
pointment in thefe attempts did not damp the zeal of 
the Britifli agents among the Indian nations, nor fee- 
der them hopelefs of dill performing fome effcntial 
fervice by engaging thefe people to make a diverfion*, 
and to attack the fouthern colonies in their back and 
defencelefs parts. The Indians are in general fickle 
in their faith, greedy of prefents, and eager for fpoiF, 
and it is not difficult to work fa npoh thefe paffions a)s 
to engage them in the mod defperate and inhuman 
enterprizes. By a proper application of preicnts they 
may be perfuaded to break treaties which they- have 
lately made, or topurfue the mod bafe defigns againd 
thofe with whom they appear to be in the driifteft 
fricndlhip. ‘ 

' The agents on this occafion nfed All the methods 
which were in their power to bring over thofe fava- 
ges to their own favage purpofes and defigns. They 
hcldout to them'that a Britidi army was to land hi 
W ed Florida; and penetrating the Creeks, Chick- 
efaw, and Cherokee countries, - and being joined by 
the warriors of thofe nations, diey were to ’ invade 
th6 Garolirias and Virginia, whild another formidable 
force by fea and land was to’ make a powerful im- 
'preffionon the coads. Circular letters were feUt to 
'the fame import to* Mr Stuart the principal agent fur 
'^Inffian affairs, to the inhabitants -of the back fettle- 
ments, requiring all the well-affiefied as well as all 
^ thofe who were willing to preferve themfclves afid 
their families from the ibevicable calamities and ,de- 
*' * : • ftruftiott 
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ftruftion of an Indian war, to be in rcadinefs to re- 
pair to the royal ftandard, as foon as it was erefted in 
khe Cherokee country, and to bring with them their 
horfei, cattle, and provihons, for all which they were 
promifed payment. They were likewile required fpr 
their prcfent fecurity and future diftinftion from the 
King’s enemies, to fubifcribe immediately tb a paper, 
declaratory of their allegiance. This fcheme was fo 
plaufible that it feemed to operate wonderfully upon 
the minds of the Indians, and to have prepared theitl 
in a great meafure for a general confederacy againd 
die colonies. Even the fix. nations who had before 
agreed to a drift neutrality, now began, to commit fe* 
Veral .fmall hoftUities, which were afterwards difavow- 
ed by their elders and chiefs. The Creek Indians, 
more violent, began the foutheim war with ail their 
nfual ' barbarity, until finding that the , expe^ed fuc- 
cours did not arrive, they with a fofefight uncommon^ 
among Indians, dope fuddenly diort, and Repenting 
of what they had done» were in the prefent date of, 
affairs eafily exculed*: and being afterwards .^applied 
to fpr afiidance by the Cherokees, returned for an- 
fwer that they, the latter, had plucked the tliom out. 
of their foot, and were welcome to kekp^it. . 

The Cherokees however fell upon the adjoining, 
colonies With determined fpry, carrying./or. a parr 
of the dimmer, ruin ahd d^drliclion wherevi^ they 
came, d^^lpiug and flaughtering the people, and .to- 
tally dedroying their fettleraents. They, were foon 
however checked, and foverely experienced, that 
thing?, were much altered fmep the time ofilyjir for- 
j]ier warfare upon the fame ground^ and t|^t the. 
martial fpirlt'now prevalent in the ^colonies jyas ex-^ 
tended to their demoted frontiers. They were not 

G g . only 
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only repulfed and defeated in every aftion fcy ttie! 
neighbouring militia of Virginia and Carolina, bat 
purfued idto their own country, where their towns 
Were demolilhed^ their corn defttoyed, and their war* 
riors thinned in repeated engagertients, until the nation' 
Was nearly extirminated, and the wretched forrivors' 
were obligeci to fubmit to any terrtis preferibed by thcr 
viftorious, whilft the neighbouring nations were filent' 
fpeftators of their calamities. The Indian war was 
not more fortunate With refpeft to its effefts on the 
friends of government in thofe (^Barter's, who arc Ihrd* 
to a man to have exprelTed the utmoft averfion to the 
authors, and abhorrence of the cruelty of that rtrea- 
fure, and that feme of the chief leaders of the tories 
avowed avecantation oftheirforrtier principles, mere* 
ly on that account. It was in the midft of the bnftlc 
and danger of war, and when thefcale of fortune feem- 
ed to preponderate againfl: the colonffts, by the defeat 
on Long Ifland and the reduftion of New Tork, at a 
lime when a great and invincible force by fea and 
land, carried ruin and conqueft wherever it dhrefted 
its courfc, that all the menlbers of the Congrefs ven- 
tured to fign that remarkable treaty of perpetual 
compaA and union between the thirteen revolted co- 
lonies. As we have feen this treaty at lar^ in ano- 
ther part, we fliall now pafs over it without faying’ 
any more concerning it. ' ’ 

As the potitical debates of this year and the pro- 
ceeding in parliament, are exceedingly long and'diffu- 
five, an account of them in this place, though they 
haturaliy fall in, would difnnite the hHlory and"^ the 
progrefi of the W'ar ; they (hall therefore be added at 
the corfelufion of the hiflory this year.' ' ' 

■ ■ ' ■ ' • ■ ' -We 
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We have already given an accqunt of the fituation 
of thq armies in America during ^thp winter and great- 
er part of the fpring. As the feafpn opened and cn- 
luged the field of entcrprize, the Britiih commanders 
feized the advantages and opportunities which their 
naval fupcriority^prefented tq them in a country deep- 
ly intcrleaed w}th navigable rivers, and continually 
laid open in other parts by the numbcriefs inlets and 
channels which the peculiar conftrnftion of the iflands 
and coafts admit in their connexion with the ocean 
Md thofe rivers. In the mean time, a confiderable 
body of provincial troops was fqrmed under the di- 
reftion of Sir William Howe, which in procefs of 
time amounted to feveral ihoufands, and which under 
the denomination included, not only Americans but 
Britiih and Irilh refugees from the different parts of 
^he continent. The officers of this body were gen- 
tlemen, who for their attachment to the royal caufe 
had been obliged to forfake their refpeftive provin- 
ces, or thofe who lived under that proteftion in the 
New York Iflands. Thefe new troops were for the 
time of their fervice placed upoq the lame footing as 
to pay, fubfillence, and cloathing with the ellablilhed 
national bodies of tfie royal army ; With this advan- 
tage to the private mep and non-commilConed olfi. 
cers, that they were entitled to confiderable allots 
tnents of lands jit the end of the troubles. This mea- 
fure, befides its .utility in point pf .firength, afforded 
fome Pfefent proyifion to thofe, who having loft, every 
ihiog in this unhappy conteft, were now thrown upop 
the crpwn, as thejr only refqge apd fupport, whilil 
oa.tbp other fide, inftead of bting, an heavy and un- 
|icoffiable burden ,to the^ crown, they were placed in 
^ condition which enabled them to become aftive and 

ufcful 
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ufeful inllruments in cfFefting its purpofes. At the 
fame time, this addition of ftrcngth derived from and’ 
growing in the country, carried a very flattering ap- 
pearance, and feemedto indfcate rcfources for carry- 
ing on the war in the very fcene of aftion. This was 
a deception which goverpment continually indulged, 
and to which they have always been dupes. Thofo 
emigrants and lories, ;he greateft part of which had 
fled from diftant parts with their families and with what 
they copld carry with ^hern, were much in the fame 
fituation with the army ; they had no refidencc till the 
war was over, and could only for once recruit the 
troops. There were but few of them that were in 
pofleflion of property, and during the time of the 
war could be of no mor? fervice than common re-, 
emits } and provided the war Ihould end fuccefsfully, 
could be of po more fervice than any others who 
fliould choofe to fettle in the country. Even in thofe 
parts tha^ were confidered loyal, it was only the ne- 
ceflity, and nqt principle, that drove them to the' 
royal flandard, , v 

Governor Tryon was placed at the head of this 
new corps, who already in his civil capacity com- 
manded the militia, and who had been at much pains 
in eftabliftiing it for the'fupport of the royal eaufe. — 
He now bore the rank of a major-general of the pro- 
vincials. This junction of a fevv tory provincials with 
the royal ar ry, was tonfidered at home as a wonder- 
ful acquifition. The friends of the miniflry began to 
boaft that the Americans were all rpmmg over to the 
King’s forces, and that there were as many on the 
fide of government as there were on the fide of -the 
eongrefs. This foolilh and indeed falfe gafeonade cx- 
■ ' ■ ' ‘ ’ pofed 
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pofed the friends of government very much for it 
appeared exceedingly myftical that feeing there were 
fo many of the Americans on the fide of the royal 
caufe, that there fliould be occafion every year for 
new recruits to the army, and new large fums of mo- 
ney for carrying on the war. FaUhood and incon- 
fiftency are infeparably connefled. 

General Howe having found by ’ experience that 
the colonifts were not to be fo eafily conquered as he 
imagined, formed a plan of deftroying their ftores and 
magazines in all thofe places where he could reach 
them by the aid and afliftance of the (hipping. . He 
was informed that they'^thered confiderable ftores 
and magazines at a place called Peeks-Kill, which 
lies about 50 miles up the North River from New-^ 
Yorkj which ferved as a kind of port to Courtland- 
Manor, by which it had received provifions, and 
difpenfed fupplies. The Americans during the win-? 
ter had built and erefled mills, as well as eftablilhed 
magazines, in a rough and mountahioiis ttz£i called . 
Courtlai^d Manor. This was a grand repofitory, 
and a place of great fecurity ; upon this they had be^ 
ftowed much pains and expence, and furniihed it with 
immenfe ftores and provifions of all forts. 

Sir William Howe was informed of thcfc circiim- 
ftances in general, and was convinced of the confe- 
quences which Would enfue, provided thefe f efources 
which the enemy had provided with fo much labour 
and induftry were cut off. He knew that a general 
atempt .upon Courtland-Manor would not only be 
dangerous on account of the ftrength of the county, 
but iinpraflicable from the nature of the ground and 
fttUft prove abortive ; zs the length^ parade, and the 
: .. jjEM^ner' of preparation, would afford ' the coloniftg 
v'--* tinw? 
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time for prcparatioa, and warn them of his deilgn i 
io that the force in that quarter would be gathered 
agaioll him, and he would have to fight every inch of 
his way, under a moral certainty of lofs, without any 
profpcft of fuccecding. And fuppofc he Ihould even 
be able to defeat their troops, they wonld have timo 
to carry away the magazines to another place. 

Peek’s* Kill was however within reach, and the Ge- 
neral determined to profit by that circumftancc. — ^ 
Colonel Bird, with 500 men, under the proteftion 
of a frigate of war, and other armed veffels, waa 
fent up the North River for that purpofe. They fet 
out upon this expedition upon the third of March, 
and reached the place before the alarm was given to 
the country. Upon their approach, the provincials 
either finding or imagining themfelves unequal to the 
defence of the place, and being convinced that they 
bad not time to remove any thing but themfelves and 
their arms, fet fire to the barracks and principal ftore- 
houfes, and then retreated to a ftrong pafs, about 
two miles diftance, which commanded the entrance 
into the mountains, and covered a road which led to 
thc.mills and other ftores. The Britifh troops found 
upon''their landing that the provincials had left thent 
little to do, and that they could not carry away what 
ftill remained for want of time, compleated the con- 
fiagration,and had the honour of burning thofe ftorea 
which had efcaped the fiames of the provincials. — . 
The troops rc-erabarkcd when the fervice per- 
formed, and the armament^ after deftroying feveral 
fmall craft laden with provifions, returned. 

* This fervice however was far from fulfilling the 
main defign of General Howe. Thofe ms^zipea 
were not of fo much importance and magnitude, as 
' had 
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had been reprefented, and fbmethiag was ftill to be 
done to diftrefs the enemy, and tef weaken therr re- 
fourccs. He had received intelligence that Jarge 
quantities of ftores and provifions were dcpofited in' 
the town of Danbury, and other places in the borders' 
of Connefticut, which lay contigious to Courtlatnd ma-' 
nor. An expedition was accordingly undertaken for 
the delVru^Hon of thefe magazines, the charge df 
which was committed to Governor Tryon, who was 
allifted by General Agnew, and Sir 'William Erlkinc. 
This expedition was faid to have been formed upon- 
a plan of General Tryon, who had flattered himfelf 
with finding many provinci^s in that'quarter to join 
him as Toon as he fliould appear at the head of 'the‘ 
King’s troops. This ‘hew generalTound himfiflf 'un*‘ 
dcr a very grievous miftake. The -detachment ap-'' 
pointed to this femce -conlifted of - 2000 men', who 
having embarked under the convoy of a proper naval' 
armament, were landed in Norwalk in Gonnefticut,' 
upon April 25th, about twenty miles to the fouthward' 
of Danbury. As the country was no way prepared* 
for fuch a vifit, having no apprehenfion of fuch a de-^ 
fign, the troops advanced without interruption, and 
arrived at Danbury the following day. They now* 
perceived that the country was rifing, not to join Ge-' 
neral Tryon’s ftandard as he imagined, but to inter- 
cept his retreat, and as no carriages could have been'- 
procured, if it had been otherwife, to bring off the ' 
ftores and provifions, they immediately proceeded to' 
the dcflruflion of the provifions and magazine. Tn'' 
the execution of this fcrvicc the town was reduced 'to; 
afhes. This has been a method of carrying' on ‘ 
war in Which our army has been exceedingly fuccefs'-"' 
ftU i -ft^m' whence it would appear that they conii-' 

dered 
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dercd the co^try as no longer belonging to the 
King but tc^liy an enemy 's country, which was to be 
wholly laid wallc. Try on and his detachment found 
this expedition attended with more difficulties than he 
fprefaw or was aware of; he did not expert that in. 
that colony, where he promifed himfelffo many friends^ 
that he would meet with fuch refiftance as happened 
to him in his return. This detachment returned; on 
the twenty-fevcnth by the way of Kingsfield, without 
any fear that they would meet with any violent aflault 
from the people of Conne£kicut* 

' In the mean time the Generals Woofter, Ar-, 
3Dold and Sullivan,, having collefled. as many of- 
the.militia as they could upon fo fuddcn an emergen- ” 
cy, marched with; all expedition to cut off their re- 
treat, or to interrupt their march till a liurger body of 
forces could be colleftcd- Woofter. hung upon the 
rear of the detachment, whilft Arnold, by croffing. 
the country, gained their front in order to difpute 
their palTage through Kingsfield.' Nor could the 
formidable appearance of the Briciffi forces, who had , 
covering parties well furnifhed with field- pieces on their , 
flanks and rear, nor the tumultuary manner in which - 
a militia not very numerous were got . together,- pre- , 
vent the . Americans upon., every adramageou»T 
ground from making bolds attempts to interrupt the . 
progrefs of the King’s army. In one of thefe ficir- , 
mifhes General Woofter was mortally wounded. . He , 
was a brave and experienced officer, and had ferveef , 
*^ith reputation in the two, former wars; when he', 
was verging, upon the feyentieth yecir of his age, .he, 
fell nobly and bravely fupporting.. the. liberties of iiis^.^ 
country, agaiuft a power winch . he confide red defpo- - 
ticaU and which wanted to cnllavc; America.' He 

• ^ *'W I* •• «r#.' ^ ^ .V. » 
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cd with the fame refoiution that he had lived, and 
was much lamented by his friends. The rpyal for/ses 
had fcarcely got clear of Woofler when they found 
themfelves engaged with Arnold, who had gottpp 
pohehipn of Ridgefield, and with Icfs than an nour’jj 
advantage of time had already thrown up an en* 
arcnchment to cover his front. The troops however 
forced the village, and drove back the cplouills, wlip 
made a ftont refiftance, confidering the -finallnefs of 
■their number and the hurry in which they had heea 
brought together. The aefion was ftiarp, .and Ar- 
nold difplayed his nfual intrepediry. His horfe hav- 
ing been Ihot within a few yards of our IpreTHpft ranki? 
he fuddenly dilentangled himfelf, and drawing out ^ 
piftol, (hot the foldier dead, who was running up to 
transfix him with a bayonet. Our mep on ijiis ppea-- 
fion had but Iktje to boaft of, for upon equal grounds 
and advantages Arnold’s men wefe fully their match. 
General Tryon found none of thofe loyal Americans 
he hoped for on tliis expedition. He lay all night <i{ 
Ridgefield, and renev/ed his m^rch on the 28th. -r — 
The next day was not more aufpidons than the for, 
mer to our pew Qen.eral, The Americans were ,rcr 
iaiorced with troops and cminon, and harrafled our 
army greatly during this day’s march. Hvery advan- 
tageous port was feized and difputed, whilft hovefing 
parties on the flanks and rear endeavoured to dillurb 
the order of the raarch, and to profit of every difficul- 
ty of ground. The army at length gained the hill of 
camps within cannon (hot of their fliips, whjch afford- 
ed the beftprpfpeft they had met with fince they left 
them. It was now evening, and their amrauniiipa 
was exhaufled, although it is reported that they had 
been fupplied with fixty rounds a man, at their (euing 
11 h put 
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oiitupon this expedition. Thcforecs imraediatclyforra- 
ed upon the high ground, where the enemy leeircdmorp 
determined and refolutc in their attack than they had 
been hitherto. In this fituation, the General order- 
ed the troops to advance, and to charge with the bay- 
onets. It was now the laft pu(h they were obliged 
either to make their way to the Ihips through the 
enemy, or yield the day. They boldly broke through 
the provincial lines, and every thing being prepared 
for their reception, they embarked without further 
tnoleftation. 

In this expedition our men deftroyed large quanti- 
ties of corn, flower, and fait provifions ; a number of 

rents, with various military ftores and neceflaries. 

The lois of men on the King’s fide, according to our 
accounts, was very inconfiderable ; this was the ufual 
ftile on thefe occafions. The killed, wounded, and 
miffing, amounted only to 172, of whom more than 
two-thirds were wounded. The general lofs, ac- 
cording to all our accounts, on the fide of the Ameri- 
cans was more than double, and the number of the 
flain about four to one. The Americans gave a ve- 
ry different account of thefe aftions, and rate our lofs 
as high as their own. Perhaps fome allowances are 
to be mede on both fides in giving an account of thofq 
tranfa£lions. It is plain to any impartial perfon who 
reads our own accounts of this expedition, that our 
men were hard preffed, and exceedingly glad toreach 
their fhips, and that they never durft attempt to look 
for either ftores or provifions, after they knew that 
the country began to rife ; and if the impreflion of 
the Americans had been fo feeble as for near two 
days only to kill and wound 172 men out of two thou- 
fandj'they might have eafily been driven back, dif- 

perfed, 
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perfed, and totally routed ; and the army having pur- 
fued its march without fo much molcftatioii as it met 
vrith during the whole retreat. 1 he edeniy kept 
clofe upon them till they were under cover of their 
(hips, which appears to have been the only thing that 
faved them from being totally dellfoyed or taken pri- 
ibhers. On the fide of our troops there were no 
officers, it is faid, killed. The Americans, befidei 
old General Woofier, loft feveral gentlemen, three 
colonels, and Doaor Atwater, a gentleman of confi- 
deration in that county. The number of officers 
that happened to be in thefe Ikirmilhes were out of 
all proportion to the number of men. The rawnefs 
of the militia, together with their weaknefs m pome 
of number, obliged all the officers in that part of thd 
country, as well as gentlemen, to aft the part of com- 
mon foldiers. and ufe the raoft uncommon exeruons* 
as well as to expofe themfclves in an extraordinary 
degree. This may account for Ae number of men 
of rank in their fervice who fell on their fide. Up- 
on the whole effeft, this expedition did not an^er 
the expeftation upon which it was founded. The 
itores at Danbury w'ere far from being what they 
were reprefented to have been ; and though much 
mifehief was done. It was doubtful whether the lofe 
and the rilk that was run on the one fide was equiva- 
lent to the lofs fuftained on the other. Thcle fecrec 
expeditions had as yet come much ffiort of General 
Howe's expeftations, and General Tryon was fadly 
difappointed in his hopes of finding a loyal reinforce- 
inenc in Connefticut. 

It was not long till the people of Connefticut made 
a very fuitable retaliation, by paying a vifit to Long 
Ifland. riavlng been informed that comjpiffaries had 
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forfome time been employed to the eartend of Long 
Klaiid, in procuring forage, grain, and Other neceffa- 
ries for the l 3 riti(la forces, and that thefe articles had 
been depofued for embarkation, at a little port called 
baggllarhour ; the diflance of that place from Nevf 
York, and the weaknefs of the proteftion, which 
confirt-ed only ot one company of foot, and an armed 
fchooner of twelve guns, afforded encouragement for 
fruftrating that fcheme eff fupplying the Wants of the 
army. 1 he chief dilikultylay in paffing and repaffing 
of the found, which was conttnually traverfed by the 
Britiflv cruizers. This difficulty was however fur- 

mounted*, and the expedition put into execution 

, Colonel Meigs, a daring and enierprizing officer, who 
had attended Arnold in the Canada expedition,, and 
to whom danger as well as fatigue was become fami- 
liar. lie had been taken prifoner in the attempt to- 
ftorm the city of C^ebec, and was now the conduftor 
of this enterpiize. Having paffed his detachment 
in whale boats through the found, and landed on the 
north branch of the iiland, where it is imcrfccicd bf 
a bay that runs in- far from the eafl end, and having 
carried their boats over the. arm of land which -was in 
their way, to prevent all difeovery from the royal 
cruizers, they embarked again in the bay, which- 
Meigs croffed with 150 men, and landed on the fouth 
branch of the ifland, within four miles of Sagg Har- 
bour. They arrived at the place on the morning of 
the 24th of May, before break of day, and notwith- 
ftanding the fefiftance which they met with from the 
guard and the crews of tlie veffels, and the vigorous 
efforts of the fchooner, which kept up a continual fire 
of round and grape fliot, within 150 yards ^diftance, 
tltey fully completed their defign 5 having burnt a do* 
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zen of btigs and {loops which lay at the wharf, and 
entirdy dcftfoycd every thing, on the ihore. They 
brought ofF with them about 90 prifoners, confiding 
of the ofikera who commanded with the men, the 
cornmififariesi^ mod of the raafters and crews of the 
fmall Vcffels, which they deftroyed. There is a cir- 
cil'iidance which is fomewbat curious, provided it is 
Ktef ally true, alTerted bythe Americans. They fay that 
the party returned to Guildford in Connedicut, in 25 
hours from the time of their departure, having dur- 
ing that fpace not only efifedually compleated the de- 
figa of titeir expedition, but having traverfed no lefs 
by land and water than 90 miles. A degree of expe- 
dition that is a little incredible, and from which, if 
the fad is edablilhed, it would appear that Meigs pof- 
fclTes no fmall portion of that fpirit which operated in 
the Canada expedition. In this manner did the peo- 
ple of Conncdiicut return the vifit of his Majefty's 
forces, and gained as much advantage as their friend 
General Tryoo, with a great deal of lefs lofs, and in a 
farlhoirter lime. This was a fignature ofenterprizc 
in the behaviour of the colonifls, which was ominous 
to the King’s forces, and (hewed what the fpirit of 
&ch men would lead them to, if once they were 
eompleatly armed, and in a proper ftatc of difeip- 
bne. 

The fpriiig was now over, and the feafon for adlon 
far iadvattced, but from fome improvidence and inat- 
tention very unaccountable at home, the army was ‘ 
reftrained.'frbm taking the field through the want of 
tents and field equipage. Lord Cornwallis however 
made a fliift with the old tents to encamp the forces 
at Brunfwick on the hills that commanded the Rari- 
lon, and fotuicd a con^municarion from that river to 

Amboy : 
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Amboy: The example bcmg followed at the lane r 
place by General Vaughan. This delay was of the 
greatell importance to the coloriifts. Ihe winter 
ca'.iipaign had been principally carried on by detach- 
ments of the militia, the greater part of whom return- 
ed home when the fervice was expired. Others* 
more generous, more patient of labour, or more fan-' 
giiine in the common caufe, oui-ftayed the allotted 
time merely from a confidcration of the weaknefs of 
the army, and the ruin which mud attend their de-_ 
panure before it was reinforced. The bufinefs of 
recruiting under the engagement of ferving during 
the war, or even for three years went on flowly. The 
term offerviceitisfaid, was contrary to the geniusofthb 
people, and the different provinces found the greateft: 
difiiculty in raiftng their complement of troops which 
had been allotted to them by the congrefs. Their 
lafl refort for the prefent was to make draughts from 
the militia. Such an aft of violence upon thofe whw 
were contending for liberty on the mod enlarged plan* 
and who confuiered all the rights of freemen as fa- 
cred, was both wearifome and dangerous. Every 
method was tried to avoid having recourfe to thisf 
difagreeable meafure, and final refourcc. In fottie of 
the colonies the enliding of apprentices, and of Irifh. 
indented fervants, was permitted, contrary to former 
refolutions and decrees, with a promife of indemnifi-- 
cation to their maders. Another thing which hinder- 
ed the fudden recruiting of the army in the Jerfeyi 
was, that the New England provinces, which abound- 
ed with men, were taken up with their owndomedte 
' aifalrs. An invafion was expefted on the fide of Ca- 
‘ nada ; HuJfon’s River and Rhode Ifland afforded coo- 

tbual room for apprehenfioti v nor did an expe< 
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^ition^gainfi Bofton appear at all impoffible ; efpeciallijr 
as the great number of Britilh prizes that were brought 
into that port, had befidts rendered it an objedl of 
the firft importance, and renewed and ercn increafed, 
Jfpoffible, the deteftation and abhorrence with which 
that people had been long regarded. In fuch circuin- 
ftances, the advantages of an early campaign, and 
the benefit which the colonies derived from a delay 
!n,re obvious. The fine weather brought reinforce- 
'nients from all the quarters to the Jerfeys. Thofc 
Who Ihuddcred- at a winter’s campaign grew bold ia 
fummer ; and the certainty of a future winter had no 
greater effeft than diftant evils ufually have. Gene- 
ral Wafliingron having received new reinforcements 
quitted his former fiation in the latter end of May, 
in the neighbourhood of Morriftown, and advanced 
within a few miles of Brunfwick, when he took pof- 
fefllon of the ftrong country along Middle Brook. A 
great part of the after events of the war in the Jer- 
feys depended upon this movement. Wafltington 
turned that advantageous fituation to every account 
of which it was capable. His camp winding along 
the courfe of the hills, was ftrongly entrenched and 
well covered with artillery ; and it was alfo well fe^ 
cured by the difficulties of approach, which the 

ground in its front threw in the way of an enemy 

In this fituation he commanded a view of the Britifli 
encampment on the hills of Brunfwick, and of much 
of the intermediate country towards that place and 
Amboy. 

The Britifli plan of operations was at this time a 
little perplexed ; Wafliington had taken fuch mea- 
fures as neither our miniftry at home, nor our com- 
manders abroad, had fo much as thought of, even in 

idea. 
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idea. They had been wdi informed of many confe- 
quences, which they looked upon as vihonary, which 
happened as they had been foretold, bu^ they con- 
tinued under the fame deluQon and infatuation.— --r- 
There were two fehemes which occurred to the Bri- 
liOi General. The firft to penetrate from New- 
York through the Jerjeys to the Delaware ; to dfi?e 
Walhington before him, and clear thofe prorinces of 
the enemy ; reduce the inhabitants to fo effc£fual a 
hate offubjeflion as to ehablilh a fafe and open coxa- 
munication between New York and the army. Af- 
ter this to fecure the paflage of the Delaware, bcr 
come mafters of Philadelphia, which would he the 
centre from which they would dillribute conquelland 
correftion to all the colonies. This was undoubted- 
ly by much the fhortclf method ; but even then there 
were feveral very great di^cultjes in the way of the 
execution of this projeft. Waflwngton was to be 
brought to a decifive adion and alfo defeated, other- 
wife they could not proceed without leaving all be-» 
hind expofed to his army. Th*8 could not be done 
contrary to his inclination, and it was not probable 
that he w’ould rilk a battle without fuch vifible ad» 
vantages as would cither infure the viftory to him or 
render our army incapable of purfuing this plan of 
operation. Should our army leave him behind and 
pafs the Delaware, they would have au enemy in 
front, and a ftrong army in the rear, which was far 
from being advifeablc ; and in cafe that this projeft 
fhould fail, it would be the ruin of the rpyal caule iq 
America. Our miniftry, who never have fecn far 
before them, have fince confidered this as the raoft 
clegiblc plan, and blamed General Howe for not put- 
ting it in execution \ but according to all the concur-. 

rin^ 
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iring circumftances at that time, it appeared irapoffible 
to have put this plan into execution. The minider 
for the American department, who in his ideas of war 
has always differed from every brave officer, may 
perhaps imagine that this fcheme might have been 
executed by obferving the method which he praftifed 
at Minden ; but as he gave no particular orders to 
General Howe upon this head, he ought not to accufe 
him for not doing what he found to be wholly imprac- 
ticable. 

The other plan, which was more tedious, but at 
the fame time probable, and'attended with lefs imme- 
diate difficulty and lofs of blood, was to make ufe of 
the (hipping, which had never failed in doing elfen- 
tial ferviie, and to attack Pennfylv.inia by the fide of 
Chefapeak Bay. I his opened the way into the rich^ 
eft and bed of the central colonies, and led either di- 
reftly or by croffing a county of no great extent, to 
the polfeffion of the objeft intendeds When this 
point was gained, Philadelphia was to become a place 
of arms, and the centre of aftion, whild every part 
of the fertile and flourifhing provinces of Penfylva- 
nia, Virginia and Maryland, would, from their deep 
bays and navigable rivers, be expofed to the combin- 
ed powerful a£fion, and continual operation of the 
land and fea forces. But before this plan was adopt- 
ed, meafures were taken in the Jerfeys, if poffible, to 
bring General Wafhington to an a£fion. 

But befides the operations intended to be perform- 
ed in the central provinces, there was another to be 
carried on in the North, on the fide of Canada, where 
very conftderable army had been collefled, and by 
the fuccefs upon the lakes in the lad campaign had 
a way opened fer it to penetrate into the back parts 
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of the New England and New York provinces.—— 
The command of this army was committed to Gene- 
ral Burgoync, who was reported to Be the author of 
the plan. I he great body was to be fecondcd by a 
kffer expedition from the uppermofl part ot Canada 
by the way of Ofwego to the Mohaw'k river. This 
fcheme was eagerly adopted by the miniftry, who 
founded the greatcfl hopes upon its fuccefs. All the 
advantages that had ever been expected from the com- 
plete polfefFion of Hudfon’s River, the eftabliftimcitt 
of a communication between the two armies, the cut- 
ting off all intcrcourfc between the northern and 
fouthern colonies, with the confequent opportunity 
of crulhing the former, detached and cut off from all 
affiilance, it was now hoped would have been realiz- 
ed. The greater hopes were indulged concerning this 
plan, from the opinion entertained of the effeft of the 
favages upon the minds of the Americans. It was 
Jcno'.vn that the colonilts in general were in great 
dread of them from their crud and wafting manner 
of making war. Thefc were therefore co!le£ted at a 
great expence, and with much labour from all parts 
of the continent. In a word, this expedition feemed 
TO become the favourite minifterial objeff of this year. 
It Was worthy of that minifter, to whofe care the 
management of the war in that department was com- 
mitted, and in the hiftory of his life will fill up fome 
pages not much to his honour. The fcheme and the 
execution will be feen mere clearly afterwards when 
we come to the War in Canada. 

A number of Britiilt and German recruits having at 
laft arrived at New York, with tents and field equi- 
page, Sir \Viliiair Howe, about the middle of June, 
marched into the Jerfeys, to endeavour to bring the 
provincialGeneraltoan engagemenr. The provincials 

were 
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were in poffellion of a ftrong poft, from which it was 
not eafy to drive them ; and General VVaflhngtqo, 
beftdcs the llrength of liis funatiop, was now reOf 
dered confiderable by new reipfqrceipems. Several 
(bong bodies, under the command of the General? 
Gates, Parfons, and Arnold, advanced to the border 
of the North River, where they were ready to pafs 
over to the Jerfeys, whenever there (hould be an opr 
portnnity for aftion, or j'hsxpeccffity of their friends 
required their affiilance. At the fame time the Jerr 
fey militia aflembled froiRi^lr<|#arters with the great- 
clt readinefs and zealyf(Oi^ffiftbn the general caufe ; 
fo that whatever motwa rfie army made, or whateveir 
pofuion it took, it was watched and furrounded with 
enemies. General Howe, trudiog to the goodnefs 
of his troops and the exparience of his officers, tried 
pvery method be conliLdjSvife to provoke Wafliing^ 
ton to an cngagemeoKioand to make him change hi? 
fitnatioQ. He puffiM: forward detachments, and 
made motions as if hci^cnded to pafs him and advance 
to the Delaware. Thi4 tneafure failing of fuccefs, 
he advanced in the froivfi of his lines, where he con- 
tinued for four days, examining the approaches to 
his camp, and accurately ferutinizing the lltuation of 
Ihs pofts, hoping that dome weak and unguarded part 
might be found, upon which an attack might have 
been made with fomc probability of fuccefs, or that 
when the armies went fo near, chance, inadvertency, 
impatience, or erroppibight occafion fome movements 
or produce fome ciixtoftance, which would bring on 
a general engagement. General Walhington knew 
the whole importance and value of his fuuation. At 
he had too much temper to be provoked or furprized 
into a mcaAjre W'hich W'ould have made him give up 
. ,• his 
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his real advantages, fo he had too much penetra<? 
lion to lofe them by circ imvenrion or fi ght. He 
had profited io long by his cautious line of conduft, 
from which he had not hitherto departed, nor deviat- 
ed during the courfe of the troubles in America, of 
never ccminitting the fortune of his country to the 
hazard of a Angle aftion, that he was not now inclin- 
ed to alter his plan, or change the rule of his con- 
du£l, when he was not prelTed by any neceffity to dq 
it. ' 

General Howe did lU&f g'lVt up all hopes of bring- 
ing Wafhington from his (trbfag fituation, and puriu- 
ed a plan that had well nigh anfwered his defign.— . 
Upon the 19th of June, he fuddenly retreated, and 
not without fomc vifible fignatures of precipitation, 
from his pofition in the front of the enemy, and with-> 
drawing his troops from Bruofwick, retreated with 
the whole army towards Amboy. This partly jxo- 
duced the effeft which he intteded. I he array was 
eagerly purfued by fcveral lavge bodies of provincial 
regulars, as well as of the jetfey militia, under the 
command of the Generals Maxwell, Lord Stirling, 
and Conway ; the latter of whom was a Colonel of 
the Irifh brigades, and one of that numerous train of 
officers in the French fervicc, who had taken an ac- 
tive part againft Great Briuin in this unhappy war. 
The royal army in this feigned retreat were guilty of 
fome particular excefTes ; enormities, which were 
thought to have been permitted qn purpofe to cnflame 
thepaffions of the colonifts, and to promote the ge- 
neral defign of bringing them n to an engagement, 

were committed on this occanon. To com- 

plete the delufion of the Americans, - the bridge 
ifvhich was intended for the Delaware 'vyas thrown or 
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ver the channel which feparates the continent from 
Staten Ifland. The heavy baggage, and all the in- 
cumbrances of the army were palTed over ; forae of 
the troops followed, and every thing was in immedi- 
ate preparation for the paffage for the relt of the ar- 
ray. By thefe meafures, if the immediate defign tail- 
ed of fuccefs, every thing was forwarded as much as 
it could be for the intended embarkation ; a raeafure 
with which the Americans were as yet unacquainted, 
and of which they had not any information. Every 
circumftance concurred, along with the vanity natural 
to mankind, to induce the Americans to believe that 
it was a real and not a pretended flight, and that it 
proceeded from a knowledge of their luperiority, and 
a dread of their power. General Wafliington, not- 
withflanding all his caution, was fo far impofed upon 
by this feint, that he quitted his fecure polls upon the 
hills, and advanced to a place called Qubble-town, to 
be nearer at hand to proteft or fupport his advanced 
parties. Wafhington was very near on this occafion 
enfnared, and was certainly very much off his guard 
to fuffer himfelf to become a dupe to a piece of mere 
artifice, which he might readily have perceived could 
proceed from none of thefe caules which he imagined 
determined General Howe to decamp, and pafs his 
men over the channel. Some days pafled while thefe 
motions and manoeuvres were carrying on, when the 
Britilh General on a hidden changed his courfe and 
marched his army back by different routs, and with 
great expedition to Amboy. There were three things 
he had in view by this change of his pofition. To 
cut of fome of the principal advanced parties to bring ' 
the enemy to' an engagement in the neighbourhood 
ofO^ibble pwn ; or if this defign fliould fail through 
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the celerity of the enemy, it was intended that Lord 
Cornwallis, who with his column of troops was to take 
a confiderable circuit to the right, (hould, by turning 
the left of the prorincials, take polTeffionof forae pafr 
fes in the mountains, which by their fituation and 
command of ground would have reduced them to a 
neceflity of abandoning that ftrong camp, which had 
hitherto afforded them fo advantageous a fecurity.— 
This part of Lord Cornwallis’s appointment had more 
difficulties attending it than were at firft perceived ; 
for after he had difperfed fome fmall advanced parties 
he fell in with about 3000 men under the command of 
Lord Stirling, flrongly polted in a woody country, 
and well covered by artillery judicioufly difpofed full 
in his way, and fecmingly determined to difpute his 
paffage with great vigour and firmnefs. The Britifh 
and HelTan troops, by a mutual emulation, exerted 
all their vigour, and fought with great inirepedity ; 
theypreffed forward to try who fhould firfl come to 
a clofc engagement with the enemy, and overcome all 
obftacles. 'I'he colonifts, who both knew that they 
' were not an equal match for the Britiffi belt troops, 
and bcfidcs were ordered not to hazard too much, 
made the beflufe of their artillery and fmall arms up- 
on their enemy as they advanced, and then retreated 
as fall as they could. Several men on both Tides were 
killed on this occafion, though we have nevei yet had 
a true and diftinft account of the killed and wound- 
ed. 

The Americans, who had the advantage of the 
woods, and had their artillery well placed and alfo 
well fupplied, did conCderablc execution upon the 
Britifh troops, of which our accounts make no men- 
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tion. They were howcTcr forced to fly with fome 
iofs, and left three pieces of brafs cannon in the 
hands of the Britifli guards and the Heffian grenadi- 
ers. Our men purl'ucd the fugitives as far as Welt- 
flcid, but the woods and the intenfe heat of the wea- 
ther prevented the purfuit producing any eft'eft. In 
this attack thofe who boafted of viftory fuffered more 
than the vanquilhed, and the fatigue of their march 
rendered them unfit for any a^bon in a Ihort time. 

General Wafliington by this time perceived his er- 
ror, and fpeedily remedied it by w ithdrawing his ar- 
my from the plains, and again recovered his ftrong 
camp upon the hills. At the fame time perceiving the 
further defign of Lord Cornwallis, he fecured thofe 
pafles upon the mountains, the poffeffion of which by 
the Bfitilh troops would have laid him under the nc- 
ceffity ’of a critical change of fituation, which could 
not be exccuttd without much danger. Thus was 
‘General Howe’s well concerted fcheme of bringing 
the enemy to aftion, or at lead of withdrawing them 
from their ftrong holds, rendered abortive by the 
caution and prudence of General Wafliington. In 
'this attempt General Howe (hewed a great deal of 
military addrefs and forecaft, and did all that any of- 
ficer could have done to fulfil the defign which he 
had in view. But he was fo well matched in point of 
GencraHhip by General Wafhington, that the ut- 
moft bounds of his militaiy plans and operations were 
inveftigated by that officer, either before they were 
execir.ed, or as foon as they began to be put in prac- 
tice, and generally prevented from producing any 
effefl. 

Sir William Howe was now convinced that Wafli- 
'ington Was too firmly attached to h'ls defenfive plan 

of 
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of operation in condu£ling the war, to be .induced 
by any other means than by fomevery clear and de- 
cided advantage, to hazard a general engagement.— *- 

Nothing now remained to be done in the Jerfeys. 

To advance to the Delaware through an cnemy^s 
country, and with fuch a force in his rear, appeared 
to the Briiifti commanders a projedt pregnant with 
folly, and approaching near to madnefs. They had 
found by experience that the provincials could fight 
when they perceived that it was for their advantage,^ 
and that in cafe of marching through the Jerfeys to 
the Delaware, they would have many difficulties, and 
what aggravated the circumfiances, was, that the 
King’s troops knew of no friends before them in cafe 
of any misfortune. All delay and wafte of time now 
in the Jerfeys was fruit lefs, and could anfwer no va- 
luable purpofe ; it was better to employ the troops 
in fome other quarter, where fome advantages might 
be gained. This was the opinion of the Britifli of- 
ficers in general, as well as oi the commanders in 
chief. General Howe accordingly returned with 
his troops to Amboy, and pafied them over to Staten 
llland, from whence the embarkation was to take 
place. 

The preparation for this grand expedition excited 
a general alarm over all America. Bofton, theNorth 
River, the Delaware, Chefapeak Bay, were alternate- 
ly confidered as its objects. General Waftiington en- 
deavoured to inform himfelf in the befl: manner he 
could concerning the objeft of this expedition ; he 
made ufe of all the fpies he had about New York and 
other parts, to try if he could fift out the place of its 
deftination, that he might put the people upon their 
guard, and proyide againft the impending danger.— 
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—It was one of the manifeft advantages of thefe fea 
adventures, that it was next to inipofllble for Gene- 
ral Wafliington dife^ly to know where the 
florin would fall. He was therefore under the necef- 
^fity to continue in his prefent fituation, and the King^s * 
troops were proceeding to the place of deftination 
before he coul^i be in readinefs to refifl: them. By 
this means he could not have that choice of polls, by 
which hitherto he had had it in his power to avoid an 
affion. ' 

Whil6 this grand expedition was preparing, and 
the Americans were in anxious apprehenfion concern- 
ing its deftination, a fpirited adventure was underta- 
ken by a few of the provincials. This adventure not 
only retaliated the furprife of General Lee, butfeem- 
ed to procure an indemnification for his perfoii. Up- 
on the t oth of June, Colonel Barton, a provincial of- 
ficer, with fome other officers and volunteers, pafled 
over by night from Providence to Rhode Ifland, and 
though, they had a long paflage by water, they elud- 
ed the watchfiilnefs of the (hips of war which fur- . 
rounded the ifland, arid conduced their enterprize 
with fuch filence, fecrccy, boldnefs, and dexterity, 
that they furprifed General Prefcot, who command- 
ed in chief, in his quarters, and brought him and his 
aid-de-camp, through all thofe perils, fafe to the con- 
tinent. The method they purfued was, as foon as 
they came near the King’s fliips they muffled their 
©ars, and rowed to the. place of their deftination,' 
wher*e the rowers lay upon their oars, and the Colo- 
nel and his party went a-fliore. They proceeded to 
the General’s quarters through a field of growing 
corn, unperceived by any of the guards upon the 
ifland, and came ftraight to'thehoufe where the Ge- 
neral was ; and having fecured a centinel at the door, 
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Colonel Barton boldly ruftied in, and found the Ge- 
neral, with moft of his cloathcs off, going to bed. — 
There was not much ceremony ufed in converfa- 
tion ; he was ordered immediately to come off juft as 
he was, and to keep filence, otherwife he ftiould die 
that moment he made the fmalleft noife, both he and 
his aid-dc-capm ; but provided they'did not make 
noife or refiftance, they fli ould be ufed as gentlemen, 
and receive no harm. They were carried off in this 
manner, and led by the Colonel and his partv thro* 
the field of corn, and brought to the boat that was 
waiting for their arrival, in which they were immedi- 
ately put and carried to the continent. This was a 
moft terrible mortification to General Prefcot, who 
not long before this had carried matters to fuch a 
length as to fet a price upon the head of Generah Ar- 
nold, and offered a reward of loool. for taking his 
perfon, as if he had been a common outlaw, or a rob- 
ber ; an infult which Arnold returned by offering 
5C0I. to fuch as fhould apprehend General Prefcot, 
fignifying that he did not think him worth a thoufand 
pounds, nor of fo much value as himfelf. Amidft all 
the hurry and threatening of war, the coniinen.il 
congrefs did not forget thofe fecondary means, that 
as well as immediate inrereft, render men brave and 
intrepid in the caufe of his country. As a teftimony 
of public gratitude and an excitement to virtue and 
true patriotifm, they ordered, that a monument fhould 
be erefled at Bofton in honour of Major-General 
^Warren, who commanded and fell at the battle of 
'Bunker’s-hill ; and anotlier in Virginia in honour of 
Brigadier-General Mercer, who was flain in the ac- 
tion near Princeiown in the Jerfeys. The refolution 
conveyed in a very few words the higheft eulogiuni 

on 
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on the characters and merits of the dcccafed. They al- 
fo decreed that the former of thefe gentlemen, and 
thcYoungeft fon of the latter, Qiould be educated at 
the expence of the United States. As General Mer- 
cer had a good landed eftaw, the propriety of adopt- 
ing his youngefl; fon, as the child of the public is 
abundantly evident. It was eafy to perceive, that 
men who were fo zealous in purfuing wife and pru- 
dent meafures in the mod inferior parts of policy, 
were not to be over-reached by a people drowned in 
corruption, and funk in vice. 

Though the preparations for the grand expedition 
had been purfued for forae time with great zeal and 
alacrity, and the crews of 300 veflels had given their 
alTil1;ance,yet fuch were the unavoidable delays inci* 
dent to fuch extreme operations, that it was not till 
the 23d of July that the fleet and army could depart 
from Sandy Hook. With a defign to deceive and 
perplex the provincials, the General ordered fome 
tranfports with a fhip cut down to aft as a floating 
battery, up the North River, a little before the emr 
barkation was compleated ; a feint which fucceeded 
fo far as to induce General Wafhington to detach a 
confiderable body of his troops a crofs that river. — • 
The force tliat embarked upon this expedition con- 
filled of thirty-fix Britilh and Heflian battalions, in- 
cluding the light infantry and grenadiers, a powerful 
artillery, a body of New Yorkers, called the Queen’s 
rangers, and a regiment of light horfe. Seventeen bat- 
talions, with a regiment of light horfe, and the re- 
mainder of the new provincial troops, were left for 
the proteftion of New York and the adjoining iflands. 
Seven battalions remained in Rhode Ifland. So much 
was the army weakened by keeping poiTeffion of 
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thefe places, which it was indifpenCbly neceffary to 
hold as important ports. General Howe had once 
intended to have taken a greater force with him up: 
on this occafion, but upon the reprefentation of Sir 
Henry Clinton, who was to command in his abfence, 
of the danger which the iflands would be expofed to 
from the extenrtvenefs ot their coarts, and the great 
number of ports that w:ere neceffarily to be maintain^ 
ed ; he acknowledged the force of thefe arguments 
by difembarkingfevcral regiments. 

Many conjectures were formed by the provincials 
concerning this expedition, though they were as yet 
uncertain concerning its real deftination. It howe- 
ver alarmed them greatly, though it did not difpirit' 

them. — : 1’here was another thing that Teemed to 

threaten them at this time'with dreadful confequences. 
General Biirgoyne was making a rapid progrefs Jn the 
North, and Tome of their own officers bur had behav- 
ed indifferently. Ticonder«igo had been given up in 
a manner that was not expeCled, and fome of the offi- 
cers were greatly blamed forgiving it up fo eafily. — 
They on this occafion behaved with a firmneTs that 
would have done honour to a Roman fenate, and did 
not (hew the fmalleft defpondency under thefe misfor: 
tunes. They immediately iffued orders to recal all 
the troops to the head quarters, and an enquiry to be 
made into the conduCl of the general officers who had 

abandoned Ticonderago ; they direCfed General 

■Wafliington to appoint other commanders, and to 
fummon fuch numbers of the militia from the Eaftern 
and central provinces for the Northern fervice, as he 
, fhould judge fufficient for reftraining the progrefs of 
the enemy. The meafures taken on this occarton to 
check the progrels ot General Burgoyue, in the con- 

^ clufion 
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clufion fulfilled their moft fanguine expcftations, as we 
ftiall fee in its proper place. 

This new e.xpedition was at firft not attended with 
favourable circumftances ; the winds were contrary, 
and itsprogrefs to the place of deftination was flow. — 
it coll them a week before they could gain the Capes 
of the Delaware. When they arrived there the com- 
manders received information that the enemy had tak- 
en meafures for rendering the navigation of that river 
impracHcable, which damped the fpirits of the com- 
manders in purfuing their deflgn by that way. They 
at lad gave it up, and adopted another plan. The 
palTage by Chefapeak Bay to that part of Maryland, 
which 1-es towards the call of that valt inlet, which is 
nor far from Philadelphia, was now fixed upon as more 
open, and being attended with fewer obllacles to hin- 
der their operations. But here again the winds were 
contrary in this part of the voyage, fo that it was pad 
the middle of Auguft before they entered Chelapeak 
Bay ; this was a circumltance very unfavourable at 
this feafon of the year, when the weather was hot, 
and when the flrips were crowded with men and horfes 
cooped up together in the fame veflels. And whicl^ 
mud have been attended whth the mod fatal confe- 
quences, provided the commander in chief had not 
taken care to guard againd every event, by the un- 
bounded provifion he had made for the vo}mge, as a 
failure ot any one article, even that of water, would 
have been irremediable in thofe parts at that leafon. 

Asfoon as they entered the Bay the winds turned 
favourable, fo that the fleet reached the mouth of 
the Elk, near its extremity, in fafety, through a mod 
ntricate and dangerous navigation, for fuch a multi- 
- ' tude 
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tude orvefleli, in which the Admiral performed the 
dift'erent parts of a commander, inferior officer, and 
pilot, with great ability and perfeverance. Having 
proceeded up tlic Elk as far as it was eapable of ad- 
mitting their paflage, the army was at length relieved 
from its long and tedious confinement on board the 
tranfports, being landed without oppofition at Elk 
Ferry on the 25th of Augult, in a degree of htalth 
and fpirits fcarcely to have been expecied. One pare 
of the army advanced at the head of the Elk, and 
the other continued at the landing place, to proteft 
and forward the artillery itores and necell'ary provi- 
fioiis; for the General did not permit the troops to be 
encumbered with any baggage, and the fcarcity of car- 
riage rendered a great abridgement in the article of 
tents necefiary. 

General Wafliington, who had for fome time been 
in fufpenfe concerning the ddfination of this arma- 
ment was at lall truly informed of the place of its ap- 
pointment ; this had generally been w ell conjeftured 
from the firil of its preparation, though none pretend- 
ed to be particularly '.ertain oi the very point where 
it would operate. T’’e General as foon as he was 
fulficicntly informed of the kaddng ot the enemy, 
marched his army from the Jer.eys to the defence of 
riiiladelphia. and upon hearing that the enf my was 
landed at the Elk. advanced to the Brandy Wine 
Creek or River which runs crofs die country about 

hitif way to that city, and falls into the Delaware 

The force ot the colonids, including the aijlitia, a- 
mounted to near 15000 men, nvaking allowance lor 
pods, and parties placed to keep a proper commu- 
nication with thole parts that were of the moll elTcn- 
|ial fervice to them to maintain. The , King’s forces 

were 
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were near about the fame number or fomewbat more 
' nfimerous. 

In order to quiet the minds of tht people in Penfyl- 
vania, Delaware counties, and the adjacent parts of 
Maryland, andro preventthe total defertion, and defo- 
tion of the country in the front of the army, the Gc* 
neral publiflied a declaration, promifing that the 
ilrifteh regularity (hould be obferved, and good order^ 
and difeipline kept uj) by the army ; that the moil ef- 
fe^Hial fecurity and jrroteilion ihould be given to ait 
his Majedy's peaceable and well difpofed fuhjefts ; — 
extending at the fame time this fecurity and proteftioa 
to fuch perfons, who not ha ingbeen guilty of alTum- 
'ing legiflnive power, might otherwife have a(fled Ic- 
'gally in fnhordinate ftations, upon the provifion of 
1 their immediate returning to their habhation, and 
behav.n.r peaceably for the future. This declaration 
‘alfo clfi red pardon to all officers and foldiers in .arms, 
who ihould furrender themfelves to the royal army. — 
Tliis was like many other declarations of the fame 

kind very little regarded, and produced no eileft 

'It proceeded upon a fuppofuion which has been 
(the univerfal infatuation of the royal party from the 
beginning of this ruinous war, namely, that there 
'Were great numbers of petfons well affiefted to the 
King through all their colonics, wheu in truth, except 
in a very few places, there were none but fuch as 
iwere thoroughly enemies to the royal caufe,and were 
ready CO take UD arms againd it. Had General Walh- 
lington publiflied a fimilar declaration to the King’s 
army, he would have found as many deferters as Sir 
William Howe did. and his declaration would have ‘ 
produced much the fame effi'-ff. Therc.has been no- 
thing which has rendered our General <.fficers and 

commiffioners 
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fcommiflioners irore ridiculous than their proclama- 
tions and oiEcial declarations. Thefe have been fd 
defedHve in point of compofition, and fo enigmatical 
in their ftile, that they have had generally the ap- 
pearance of being the compofitions of fome blunder- 
ing lawyers, who always write not to be nnderltood. 
All the papers in general which have been publifhed 
fince the beginning of this war, whether the aceounts 
of battles, the viflory and other tranfaflions have 
been written more in the ftile of the Sibyline oracles 
than in the expeffion of narrations intended to inform 
the public concerning matters of fa£l. 

The roval army did not leave the head of the Elk 
until the third of September, when they began their' 
march towards Philadelphia. In the mean time the 
provincials had advanced from Brandy Wine, and tak- 
en poft at Red Clay Creel:, from whence they pufhed 
forward detachments to leize the difEcult pofts in 
the woods, and to interrupt the march of the royal 
forces by continual fkirmilhes. As the country was 
woody and difEcult, and not well known by the roy- 
alifts, and the colonills underftood how to improve 
fuch circumftances, the General was obliged to march 
flowly, and obferve great caution ; and confidcring 
his fimation, and the ch'arafter of the commander in 
oppofition, there was much neceflityfor caution and 
circumfpeftion in every ftep of his march. The Bri- 
tifh troops, were indeed brave, well commanded, and 
under good difciplrne ; they were ready and willing 
to fight at command, but then they could not perform 
impoihbilities. They had lately felt that the colo- 
nifts could fight, and make a more formidable im- 
prefEon upon their ranks than they had becd taught 
to believe that they ever could. This had removed 

that 
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that fantaHic apprehenfion that the provincials were 
all cowards, and made even the private foidiers be- 
come lefs languine in their ideas of ri<Elory. 

, General Howe was now from necellity; as well as 
from bis human difpofition, fparing of his men. He 
knew that rccrutts were to be brought from a great 
diftance, and procured with difficulty even at the 
fource. Every man killed , wounded, or taken, was 
to him an irretrievable lofs, and fo far as it went, an 
incurable weakening of the army, for theprefent yesr 
at lealt.— — On the other band, the enemy were at 
home. -Every lofs they fuflained was not only imme- 
diately repaired, but the military abilities ofthefur- 
vivors were encrcafed by every defirut^ion of their 
fellows. This caution could not prevent fomc (kir- 
miOies, in which the royal forces were faid to be always 
victorious. It mult be obferved that in thefe Ikir- 
milhes the colonilts generally fled, but it was from 
one poll to another ; when, after they had killed a 
number of our men advancing, they retired to another 
poll without arly lofs. 

This was an elTeflual method to thin our army in- 
ienfibly without much lofs to tliemfelves, and was in 
effect a flow but furc viaory. It was thought at this 
time, that the Americans did not make all the ufe of 
the advantages of the country that might have been 
expefted,by harraffingand interrupting the progrefs 
of the King's troops ; but it is plain thofe that affirm 
this arc not acquainted with the deflgns of General 

Walhington, nor the fcheme he now had in view 

He wanted to try his men by a more general aftion 
with as much fafety to his army and the main caufe as 
poffible ; for this rcafon he retired beyond Brandy 
"VVinc* and tookpolTeffion of the heights, thatcovef- 
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cd the fords, with an intention of difputing the paf- 
fage of that river. In this fituation upon the nth of 
of September the Britilh forces advanced in two co- 
lumns towards the enemy. The right, under the 
command of General Knyphaufen, marched direftly 
to Chad’s Ford, which lay in the centre of the enemy’s 
line, where they expefted and waited for the principal 
attack : their right and left covered lefs pra£licable 
fords and palTages for fome miles on either hand. An 
heavy canonade began on both fides about ten o’clock, 
which was continued and well fupported during the 
day, whilfl; General Howe, to amufe and deceive the 
enemy, made repeated attempts for forcing the fords, 
as if the paffage of the river had been the principal 
objeft he had in view. The Americans, tofruflratc 
this intention, had paffed feveral detachments 
to the other fide, who continued a courfe Of Ikirmifh- 
es, fometimes advancing and fometimes retreating, 
till at lafl they were driven over the river. General 
Howe finding that he met with a more vigorous re- 
fiitance than he at firft expefted, endeavoured to com- 
pleat by ftratagem what he could not perform by force, 
continued the appearance of an attack to keep up the 
attention of the colonifts in the neighbourhood of 
Chad’s Ford, where they fuppofed the whole of the 
King’s forces were in front, but in the mean time de^ 
tached Lord Cornwallis at the head of the fecond co- 
lumn to the left, to march in along circle until he gain- 
ed the forks of the Brandy Wine, where the divifion 
of the river rendered it more prafticable. By this 
judicious movement his Lordlhip paffed both branch- 
es of the ri'rer at Trimbles and Jeffery’s Ford, with- 
out oppofiiion or difficulty, about two o’clock in the 
afternoon, and then turning down the river rook the 
' road 
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road to Dilwqrth to fall upon the right of the provin- 
cials. General Wafliington received looner notice of 
this manoeuvre than General llowe expefted.and had 
provided againd its confequences as well as he" could* ' 
He detached General Sullivan with all the force be 
could fpare from the main body to oppofe Lord Corn- 
wallis. Sullivan performed this commiflion with great 
judgment and ability. He took a ftrong poll on the 
commanding grounds above Birmingham jchurch with 
his left extending towards Brandy Wine, his artillery 
was advantageoidly difpofed, and both hanks covered 
with thick woods. 

Lord Cornwallis, who did not at all imagine that his 
march was known by the enemy, was a little furpriz- 
cd to find Sullivan fo well polled and ready to oppofe 
him. He was obliged to halt, and to form the line 
of battle, fo it was four o’clock before he could begin 
the aflion. The Briiilh troops began the atrack, and 
met with a warm refinance ; the artillery and linall 
arms played upon them furioully, and they left many 
on the field as they advanced. They however rufijed 
on through all obllacles, and dillodged their enemies 
with much difficulty. The grenadiers and guards, apd 
the bell of our troops were engaged in this adlion.— 
Havingdfiven the Americans from their poll they pur- 
fued them into the woods on their rear ; but in 
mean time a part of the provincials right wing w'hich 
had not faltered much, took a fecond pod in a wood 
pn the fame fide, where they made a flout refillance, 

and were driven from it with much difficulty. 

Some of the Brhilh troops in the eagernefs of purfuit 
were fo deeply entangled in the woods that it was 
night before they could join the main body. When 
now the Britilh forces imagined that they had gained 
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a complete vi£^bry, arid were adYancmg, they came 
upon a party of the enemy that had not yet been en- 
gaged, and which had taken a ftrong pofl: to cover the 
’retreat of the defeated wing of their army* A very 
warm engagement now enfued, and this pofl: was fo 
vigoroufly defended that it was fom'e time after it was 
dark before it could be forced. Nor does it appear 
by comparing accounts that it was forced at all ; be- 
caufe the provincials kept it as long as it was of any 
lervice, and they could fee to fight, and then retreat- 
ed in good order. The reafon given why our troops 
did not purfuc . the enemy .were, that the General did 
not know the ground, and was unacquainted with 
Geii.Knyphaufen’srKuation,and were not able to pro- 
ceed any further ; all which wxre matters of fadl. — 
ICnyph’afiferi, after fuccefsfully amufing thecolonifts all 
the day wdth the apprehenfion of an attack w^hich he 
did not intend, made good hispaffa^e in the evening, 
when he found that his enemy was deeply engaged on 
the right. , He carried the ‘entrenchment, and took 
the battery and cannon which defended Chad’s Ford. 
•At this time the approach of the Britilh troops which 
had been engaged in the woods, threw the provincials 
into confufion, and a retreat was ordered and made 
in the face of the King’s forces; It was faid that the 
latenefs of the night, and the darknefs of the evening 
prevented the King’s troops from- purfuing, as it had 
done, thofe on the right wing, but the truth of the 
matter was, that both fides Were fufficiently wearied 
of that day’s exercife. ■ - 

Such as follow the . reports' of government at that 
time have affirmed that a few hours more w’ould have 
produced a total defeat to the Americans ; but they 
knew but little of the operations of that tedious and 

hoftile 
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hoftile day’s work that make this conchifion. The 
provincials had not fuflPered more than the King’s 
troops, and though they gave way to the mad impe- 
tuofity of defperatc men for a little, yet they recover- 
ed, their pods, and raifed redoubts which- our troops 
were obliged to attack a-new, with a great expence 
of blood, as well as much fatigue. 

A great part of the American troops, among whom 
fome of the Virginian regiments, and the whole body 
of their artillery behaved exceedingly well in fevers^l 
aftions of this day, and fliewedfucha degree of or- 
der, Ileadiuefs, and valour, as would have done ho- 
nour to the mod veteran forces. Some of their more 
raw troops did not behave fo well. The lofs on both 
fides, when we co,^mpare the different accounts, was ‘ 
nearly about equal. In our Gazette the lofs of the 
colonuts was computed at about. 300 killed 600 
wounded, and 400 nyken prifoners. 'J hey aifo loft 
ten fraall field pieces, aqd a howitzer, of which, all 
except one, was brafs. The lofs on the fide of the 
King’s troops was eftimated in the Gazette near to 
500, of which the flain did not make one third. No 
officers of great note were killed on either fide. The 
Americans did not deny that their lofs was nearly to 
jhe amount that has been mentioned, but they fay, 
and give fome reafons for what they affirm, that the 
lofs on our fide was equal, if not fuperior, to theirs. 
That there were fome of the attacks of our men def- 
perate, which expql'ed them to danger when they 
could do no execution hpon their opponents; that the 
polonifts kept up a well direfted fire upon them as 
they advanced, and when they were out of breath 
and ready to fall on with the bayonets, they retreated 
faftcr than they were able tp purfuc them ; Uiat they 

often 
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often led them on to meet a fre(h party- who after 
giving them a few weii-aimed vollies retired and left 
them in the fame manner to purfue as they were able^ 
That by this method of fighting the provincials were 
very little e>pofcd and yet did great execution upon 
their enemies. 

In this engagement General Howe a^ed the part 
of a fkillful General and did all that was in his power 

to obtain a complete viftory. His detaching 

of Lord Cornwallis and his column was a wife and 
prudent manoeuvre, and in this he nearly out-fehemed 
General Wafhington. — But the other flicweda rea- 
dinefs of invention and penetration in detaching SuHi- 
van, that fhewed he knew how to make the beft even 
Of a difadvantage. Whatever maybe the merits otboth 
generals it muft be granted that the King’s army was 
led on with great judgment, and commanded whh much 
fagacity, and the commanding officers did all that 
could have been expefted of great commanders. ' U 
is to be obferved, that m this battle ihc provincial 
forces were met in the open field, and with no great 
advantage of fituation. The King’s troops obtained 
a vi£fory,but not of that final and decifive kind which 
the public were made to expeft from the boarting of 
the miniflry,and the fuppofed valour of our men. It 
had been long imagined by fomc, and pofitivcly af* 
firmed by the fanguinc fupporters of this war, that 
provided the King’s troops could meet the rebels in 
an open fielcj they would foon put an end to the war ; 
arid now they had fought from break of day till the 
flars appeared, and were little farther advanced than 
when they began.' The armies were nearly equal in 
number, and by the confcffioti of our men and officers 
the ground nearly the iam? to both, and yet a whole 

day’s 
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day’s defperare fighting made very little altcraticm in 
the Hate of the war. General Howe had gained a 
viftory and the enemy had fled, but the conqueror 
•Was obliged to be as cautious and as much upon his 
guard after the viftory as before ; which Ihews that 
It was no way dccifive. General Waftiington foon 
repaired his lofs and was in a few days ready for the 
field. The Briiifii army was now ported at Concord , 
and Afluem, whilrt a detachment was fent to feize 
WilmiTigton, which was made a receptacle for the 
fick and the wounded. Upon his march towards 
Goflien, the Britirti general received information, 
that the enemy had quitted Philadelphia, and were 
advanced upon the Lancafter road, a few miles above 
that place. Upon this advice he took fuch efFeftual 
meafurcs for bringing them to an engagement, that 
nothing but the event which happened could have pre- 
vented his defign. An excellive fall of rain which 
overtook both armies upon their march, and which 
concinued without intermifllon for 24 hours, rendered 
both parties equally incapable for a^fion. 

General Howe loft this opportunity, and though 
he tried all his art for feveral days, and moved back- 
wards and forwards, and in all direftions belonging to 
the an of war, he could not bring the Americans into 
the fitiiation they had been in before. While he was 
bufied in marching and counter-marching, he re- 
ceived information that General Wayne with 1500 
men, was lying in the woods upon fome fcheme of 
enterprize, in the rear, and at a fmall diftance froi» 
the left wing of the army. He detached Major Gene- 
ral Grey with two regiments and a body of light in- 
fantry to furprize them in the night. General Grey 
tonduftedthis enterprize with equal ability andfuc- 
• ' cefs. 
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cefs, though perhaps not with that humanity which is 
fo generally confpicuous in his charafter. In imi- 
tation of a fimilar proceeding at the battle of Minden, 
he took effectual meafures that a lingle fh ot Ihould 
not be fired in the courfe of the ejjpedition, and that 
the execution Ihould only be done by the point of 
the bayonets. The night favoured this defign, as the 
troops marched filently on the enemy unawares 5 had 
they been perceived before they came near ir^would 
not have been eafy to have attacked them, as they 
would have fpent fome fires upon their enemy, and 
retreated forfafety. In purfuingthis defign the pro- 
vincial out-polls and pickets, were compleatly fur- 
prized and forced, without noife, about one in the 
morning, and the troops being direfted by the light 
of their fires, milled in upon the encampment, where 
a fcvere and horrible execution enfued, about 300 
being either killed or wounded upon the fpot, and a 
number of prifoners taken. The remainder efcaped 
by the darknefs of the night, and fome prudent dif- 
pofitions made by the officer who commanded the A- 
mericans, with the lofs of the greatefl: part of their 
baggage, arms, and ftores. The conquerors in this 
aftion loft only a captain of light infantry, and three 
private men, and about as many wounded. The Bri- 
lifli troops as well as the officer that commanded them 
gained but little honour by this midnight flaughter. — ^ 
,It fliewed rather defperate cruelty than real valour to 
put fo many men to the fword who were not under 
.arms, but the greatcft part afleep in their huts or tents 
funk in drowfmtfs which is common to all men in the 

night when they are expecfting no danger. The 

commanding officer of the provincials was much to 
bUme for being at all off his guard when he was fo 
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ao enemy ; fw had his out guards been placed (b as to 

• ha?e given the ahirm in time, they might have betn 
nUc cither to have defctided themlelvcs, or fled from 

^ the fury of a defperatc enemy. 

It was faid that a great namber of thbfc that were 
. killed on that occafioni were people who had left 
, their hdufes and fled for (belter into the woods for 
. fear of the enemy ? that few of them had any arms, 
and were not in a fituation to defend theinfclves. It 
■' b the littavoidable coofcquencc of all wars, but cTpe- 
ciaUy civil warSj to involve the innocent and hplplefs 
. in the fame hardihips and diftrefs, with the guilty j 
. and it is frequently in fome cafes difficult to diftin- 
,gui(hthe one from the other in the rtiidft of the 

• buftic of war and the commixture of parties. . Acci- 
dents of this nature falling out in the hands of Gene- 
ral Grey or Sir William Howe, carried a .worfc 

.afpeft, than if they had happened under the dutho- 
' rity of a Vaughan, a Grain, or a Prevoft. The 
'prorfeffions of liberty vrHich thefe firft gentlemen had 
fo often made, and their former charaficr, as hu- 
'tnane and brave men, made any a^iion that had the 

• appearance of cruelty, or was inimical to the gene- 
ral- fights of mankind, ftrike the attention of the 
.public more forcibly, than any tranfaffions from the 
'hands of thofe frbm whom no better things were ex- 
peffed. It was even painful to many true friends of the 
Britifli conftHuticn, that one of the firft and greaieft 
officers in Europe, and a profclfcd friend of the na- 
tural eights of mankind, (hbnid lo much as bfe fuf- 
pefted of an aflion unworthy of his charaftcr. They 
eudeavoul^d to cover this traftfaflion w’ith the mantle 
of charity, and to ptir as favourable a conftruifion 
npoa it as poffible. Hiftory muft do jufticc to truth, 

' M m and. 
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andftranfmtt tranf^dions topofterity as they happen* 
-«dj without refpcft of pcrfons or regard to particular 
attachments. Thcfe ideas of honour, which military 
men often arc poflefled of determine them to purfuits, 
which, aa phifofophcrs, their minds can never ap- 
prove. It has much the appearance of rnconfiften- 
cy, for men to difapprove of a war as unrighteous, 
and opprefTive, and yet become the principal conduc- 
tors of it, and leaders in the oppreffion. 

General Howe finding that the enemy could not by 
any means be brought to at^ioii, and that' they were 
ardently abandoning the proteftion of the capital, 
rather than hazard -a final decifion, took meafurcs, 
to poffefs hirafclf of the command of the hchuylkiH, 
'which at length enabled him to pafc the army over 
that river without oppofition. Upon September 26th 
he advanced to Germantown,, , and next morning 
l.ord Cornwallis took poffcffioni of Philadelphia. 
Thus was this rich and flourilliing city the capital of 
the moft rifing colony, and the -feat; of the general 
congrefs of delegates, who. gave laws and govern- 
ment to the continent of North America, reduced 
without oppofition, and of confequeoce without ^da- 
'mage.' It remains ts yet among the myfterics of ths 
war^ \y|iy the coIqnilU fo eafily gave up this city, 
and^why the king’s . troops fo foon abandoned and 
Icft^u. The Ai^ericaus on this occafion afted witba 
prudence, and fordight, which was not the priviledge 
of our co:nmanders,_apd conamiffioners. I Tliey well 
kactVjthat the keeping of this city, aqd the obffacles 
which they had prepared in the river Delaware^tp 
embarrafs the. enemy, would fo weaken General 
Howe’s army before he could receive any reinforcc- 
ments, 'that they would have jt in their power either 

... . to 
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to make the city too hot for him, or make him aban-i 
don it, without running the rilk of a general engage- 
ment in the open fields. Mud Ifland and Hed- 
Bank, were left to be mortal thorns in the fides of* 
the king’s forces, where a few could do exccutioa 
upon great numbers, ^aud efcape when they pleafed ’ 
with little injury to tbemfelves. It will appear in the' 
biftory of this campaign, that the Americans had 
other defigns in giving up Philadelphia, than becaufe' 
they were not able to keep it. — It had been 
reported that the iahabkants of that city were 
determined to reduce it to a&es, rather than it fhould 
become a place of arms, and the centre of operation 
to Britifh fleets and armies : but though this was 
propofed by fome it was never agreed to. I'he 
f^akers at this time were very trcublefome to the 
colonifts : fome of their principal people were great- 
ly attached to the royal caufe, and would give no fe- 
curity by word or writing for their behaviour. 'Phey 
Would neither promife fubrailficn to the then govern-' 
inent, nor engage to hold no correfpondence with 
the king’s forces. They even refufed to confine 
themfelves to their rcfpefKve dwelling houfes, and 
boldly appealing to the laws for redrefs and fecurity 
to their perfons, (Irongly reproached thofe who un- 
der the pretence of aflcrtiag and protefling the liber- 
ties of the fubjefts, had involved the whole continent 
in a civil war, and contention ; and W'ho at the fame 
time, in the moft tyrannical manner, deprived them 
of their perfonal liberty, and of every fecurity which 
they derived fiom the laws. It was replied, that the 
laws themfelves, and all other confiderations, muft 
give way to public fafety, in cafes of great and emi- 
nent (danger j that there was no new pr particular 

hardr 
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ba^dftrip in the prefent meafure, which was 
by the pra£iice of aU ftatcs ia fimilar circumfbinces : 
that in England in its bigheft ftate of ft eedom, and 
under its happieft government, the habeas corpus 
law was fufpended in eafes of internal commotion, or 
the apprehenfion of foreign invafion, that there fuC. 
picion only tyas a iuihdenc ground for fefuring the 
pcrfons of fubjefts, without regard tp rank, quality, 
or any fecurity they might propofc to give for their 
peaceable behaviour i but that their fituatioo was 
much more favourable, if their incorrigible ob- 
Hinacy, their dangerous dellgas qgaiuH the ilate^ 
and their mortal enmky to the government, had 
not precluded them from its benefits. They were 
not retained in pcrfon merely upon fufpidon, how- 
ever ftrong and well grounded that was, and how- 
ever judifiable the meafures would be upon that 
ground only ; it was immediately in their power tp 
return in the mod unreftraiued liberty to their habita- 
tions, only by complying with that very moderate 
ted of their principles, and condud which was re- 
quired, and (hewing that obedience to governmeDt, 
and good difpofition to the date, which every mem- 
ber of fociety owes to the community to which he 
belongs, as a return fqr ilie proteflion he receives. 
But that as they denied all allegiance to the date, 
they of courfe difclaimed its protedion, and forfeit- 
ed all the privileges of citizenlhip ; whild by re&flng 
every fecurity for their peaceable demeanour, they 
could only be coniidered as its mod dangerous an4 
determined enemies. As thefc gentlemen were 
eonqucrablc in their refoliuion not to (ubmit to the 
propofed ted, they were all feat to Virginia as a placp 
ef fecurity upon the approach of the roy^l army. 

When 
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When Lord Howe received intelligence of the Aic- 
ce& at Brandywine, and the determined progrefs of 
the army to Philadelphia, he took the mod fpeedy 
find effe£fuai meafures for conducting the Sect and 
tcaafporis round to the Delaware, npt only to be at 
hand to concur in the aCUve operations of the cam* 
paign, but to fupply the army with provifions and 
ftores, which he knew by this time would be indif- 
penfibly nccelTary. The voyage was intricate tedi- 
ous and dangerous, and nothing lefs than a (kill and 
ability equal to that which was exerted in the con- 
duct and managment of fo great a number of (liips, 
could have prevented the lofs from being conlider- 
able. 

The paflage to Philadelphia was yet impracticable, 
the fleet drew up and anchored along the wedern or 
Penfylvania fliorc, from Ready-lfland to Newcallle. 
Alter the Britifh troops liad taken pofTcffion of Phi- 
lAdelj^tia, their firft objeCl was the ereCiing of bat- 
teries to command the river, both to prevent the in- 
tercourfe of the American vdTels between their up- 
per and lower pods, and to proteCf the city from 
any |nfu!t by water. The ncceflity and propriety of 
this meafure became obvious as foon almod as it was 
determined upon, The day immediately afrer the ar- 
rival of the forces, the American frigate, Delaware, 
of 32 guns, anchored within five hundred yards of 
the unfinilhcd batteries, and being fecouded by ano- 
ther frigate, with fomc fmaller veffels, they begaq 
and fupported a very heavy cannonade for fome 
hours, upon the batteries and the town. They did 
not however difeoser the judgment which their know- 
ledge might have been fuppofed to afibid them ^ 
for upon the falling back of the tide the Delaware 

grounded. 
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grounded, fo tliat Are could ^not be' got off... This 
was foon perceived by the grenadiers, who brought ' 
their battalion field pieces to play upon her with fo 
true an aim, and full effect, that the Delaware was ’ 
obliged to llrike her colours, and was boarded by 
an officer and a detachment of the grenadiers. Ge- 
neral Cleveland profited by the effeft of the battalion 
guns, by directing the whole fire of the batteries 
againll the other veffcls which were compelled to re- 
tire, with the lofs of a fchooner W'hich was driven 
afliore. 

The Americans had beftowed much labour and ex- 
pence to render the Delaware unnavigable ; they had 
conftrufted great and numerous works to render the 
paffage to Philadelphia imprafticable. In the profe- 
cudon of thisdefign they had erefted works and bat- 
teries, upon a flat low marlhy ifland, or rather a 
bank of mud or fund, which had been raifed and 
heaped up by the water near the junftion of the 
Schuylkill and the Delaware, and which from its 
nature was called Mud Ifland. — On the fide oppo- 
fite to New Jerley, at a place called Red Bank, 
they had alfo conflrufted a fort or redoubt, well 
planted with heavy cannon. In the deep navi- 
gable channel between and under the cover of thefe 
batteries, they had funk feveral ranges of frames, to 
w^hich, from afnnilitude in the conflruftion, they had 
given the French name of Chevaux de Frize, being 
compofed of converfe beams, firmly joined pointing 
in various direeffions, and ftrongly headed with iron. 
Thefe were fo ponderous and heavy, and funk in fuch a 
depth of water, as rendered it equally difficult for them 
to be weighed or cut through, and dcftru£five to 
any on# Ihip that Ihould happen to ftrike upon them. 

It 
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It was,' however, impoffible to attempt to remove 
thefe, or to I open theichannel till once the command 
of the (hores on both fides was fully obtained. 
About three miles farther down they had funk other 
ranges of thefe machines, and were condru^ing 
other- extenfive works for ihcr iproteition, whidt 
though they were not yet finilhed, were in fuch for- 
wardnefs as to be provided with artillery, and to com- 
mand their object. This fortification was erede’d on 

'the jerfey fidcj at a place called Bellings Point. ^ 

Thefe works- and machines were further fupported 
i.by ieveral.gallies mounting heavy connon, together 
' with two floating hattefi'es, a nnmber of armed vcfiels 
and fmall- craft of .various . kinds, and fome fire Ihips. 
In ftiort the Delaware feemed to teeth . .with every dc- 
fenfive preparation wbich'coulB render the navigation 
of the liver impradicabie to the fl'tet, and excccd- 
ingly dangerous to uHlargc veflels that fliould attempt 
to approach Philadelphia. ■ ' ... . 

The'firif operation vyhich was tried by the army 
, was to diflodge tfie'enemy 'from Billings Fort. This 
- '’Offic^was appointed to ColonelStirling, who perform- 
■ ed the fervice effedually. For the pfovWcids retir- 
'ed as foon as they heard of his approach, fpiked up 
the cannon, fet fire' to the barracks,'' and abandoned 
the place. Captain Hammond of the Roebuck, wit,h 
great difficulty, and fome- oppofition from' the enemy, 
cut away, and weighed fo much of the .Chevaux de 
‘Frize, as opened a narrow paffage for the flup? thro* 
the lower barriers. After the detachment which 
was ferit uponThis firll exploit vverc returning frop 
jerfev. another regiment was fent to meet them at 
Chefter, inor 'er to form_,a fufilcient efcorr for a large 
•convoy of provifions to the camp. The army was 
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• ftill Ijing at German Town, a very long and populoos 
tillage, about fix miles from Phibddphia, and which 
{Iretching on both Odes of the great road to the north* 
ward forms a continued (Ircet of two miles of length. 
—The line of eacampment croffed German Town at 
right angles about the centre, the left wing extended 
on the weft to the Schuylkill. That wing was cotct- 
ed in front by the German Chaffeurs, both mounted 
and unmounted i a battalion of light infantry, and the 
Queen’s Rangers, were in the front of the right ; and 
the fortieth regiment, with another batralion of light 
infantry were ported at the head of the Tillage. Lord 
Cornwallis lay at Philadelphia with four battalions of 
grenadiers, and as we have obferved, three regirocow 
had been detached on the fide of Chefter. The Ame- 
ricans were encamped at Shippach Creek about fix- 
teen miles from. German Town. They had receired 
fome reinforcements, and were well acquainted with 
the fituation of the royal forees : they knew that the 
army was weakened by the detachments made to 
Philadelphia and Chefter. Thefe circumrtances indu- 
ced an enierprizc which was very little expefted by 
General Howe, and which the former caution of Ge- 
neral Walhington had by no means promifed. In- 
flcad of keeping as ufual upon the defcnfivc, the. co- 
lonies now became the alTiiilants. They quitted their ^ 
flrong port at Shippach Creek, at fix in the evening, 

’ and marched all night to furprife the royal army iri 
Its camp at German Town. Upon the 4th of Ofro- 
ber their approach was difeovered by the patroles, 

' and the army was immediately called to arms. They 
began their attack upon the 40th regiment, and the,, 
light infantry by which it was accomparued. Thefe 
troops, after making all the rertrtance they were able, 

were 
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Mufgrave, who commanded in that quarter, to ft op 
Ihe impetuolity of the enemy, threw himfelf and fix 
companies of the 40th regiment into a large ftrong 
ftone houfe, which lay full in the front of the provin- 
cials, which put a flop to their career, and their hope 
of immediately taking full polTelEon of the town J 
which had they effeffed would have enabled themef- 
fcdtually tp have feparated the right and left wings 
bf the King*s army. Mufgrave kept his fituation, 
and fired out at the windows, till General Grey came 
to his relief with three battalions of the third brigade, 
who attacked the eiiemy w'ith vigour, fupported by 
Brigadier General Agnew at the head of the fourth 
brigade. The etigageraedt was now for fome time 
very warm, and it was for a feafon doubtful how mat- 
ters would turn. The King’s troops had now full 
ufe for all the llcill and vigour they were mailers of, 
and with difficulty Hood their ground againft the fierce 
attack of the Americans. The latter Were howe- 
ver attacked from the oppofitc fide of the village by 
two regiments of the right wing, which put them in- 
to diforder, and they retired out of the town with 
confiderable lofs. Thefe were not the only part of 
the king’s forces that were engaged on this occafion ; 
the Pickets on the right fupported by the 4th and 
45th regiments were warmly engaged with the left 
wing of the provincials. But General Grey, who 
had driven the right of the enemy out of the village, 
had now time to bring affiftance to the right, who at 
this time were in confiderable need of it: Upon his 
approach the Americans retreated, and were very 
gently purfued by our forces. The reafonsgiven by 
bur officers why they purfued with fo little vigour, was, 
N jj that 
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that the country was woody, flrong, and enclofed, 
that the purfuit they made was attended with no effe6l; 
and one thing which proves the provincials were not 
hard purfucd, they carriedtheir cannon clear off. It is 
nianifefl in this engagement that the Britifli forces 
were pretty clofely engaged, and were made to feel 
that the cowards in Walliington’s army, were on 
fomc occafions not fo eafily driven off. The morning 
being mifty, prevented fome part of the American fuc? 
cefs in this battle ; for they conk! not infvprove the 
advantages they gained at firft, on account that they 
did not fee the true fituction of the enemy ; and 
before they could advance fo as to purfue their ad* 
vantage with fuccefs, the king’s troops were recover- 
ed from their furprize, and in a better condition to 
receive them. They alfo affirmed that they often 
could not fee their own. different bodies, and were 
on that account unable to aft in concert. It was alfo 
fold, that fome of their parties in the thickiiefs of the 
fog, poured their fire upon each other through a 
blind miftake on both fides, of being engaged with 
the enemy. General Wafhington was prefent at this 
engagement, and paid great compliments to his troops 
on the right wing, for their good behaviour, but as 
he was not .witnefs to the behaviour of the left wing, 
he dkl not pay them fo high compliments, becaufe 

he had not fofficient ground to found his opinion. 

This was a more defperate aftion than that of Bran- 
dywine, and the lofs of the king’s troops was much 
more confiderable. ( )ur accounts make our lofs only 
.553 killed, w'oiinded and prifoners, and the Ameri- 
can lofs about a thoufand, killed wounded and taken. 
The Americans rate our lofs confiderabiy more, and 

their 
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chcir own lefs than our accounts do. Some of our 
braveft officers fell in this engagement ; among the 
niHuber of the killed were Brigadier General Agnew, 
and Colonel Bird, but the number of wounded of- 
ficera was confiderable. The Americans loll Gene- 
ral Nalh, and fcveral other officers. In this battle 
the colonids made the attack, and though they were 
repulled with fome lofs, (hewed themfelvcs for- 
midable adverfaries, capable of charging with refo- 
lution, and retreating with good order. This action 
damped the hopes of our generals concerning gain- 
ing any compleat viftory, even in an open and fair 
engagement ; they found that the Briiifli forces could 
do little more than Itand their ground againll the 
charge of the belt troops of the colonills, and wei'e 
even put into diforder by them, though fully upon 
their guard. This fully convinced General Howe, 
that provided the Americans fliould have been con- 
fiJerably reinforced, and inclined to make fuch ano- 
ther attack, that his whole force would not be able 
to withftand them, unlefs he could gain fome re- 
markable poll of defence, which he was not likely 
foon to obtain. The American troops began now to 
underftand their own confequence, and perceived 
that the impreffion they made on their enemies was 
feverely felt ; they therefore became more daring, 
and confidcred our forces far frpm being invincible. 
General Wafliington, although he was cautious in 
engaging, yet in all thofe aftions where he was pre- 
fent and led on the troops, he either gained fome ad- 
vantage, or made fuch an impreffion upon his ene- 
mies, that they feverely felt the influence of his pre- 
fence. 
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The taking of Philadelphia was not attended witl^ 
all the advantages expefted from that conqueft. The 
American array Hill kept the field, and till the Dela- 
ware could be cleared, it was mauifeft that the army 
could not fupport itfelf in Philadelphia during the 
winter. The whole effc£i of the campaign depend-^ 
ed upon cleaning the river, and receiving fupplies 
from the fleet. About two weeks after the lafl; battle 
the king’s troops removed -from Germantown to 
Philadelphia, as being a more convenient fituation 
for the reduftion of Mud-lfland, and for joining ope- 
rations with the naval force in opening the naviga- 
tion of the river. The Americans upon the removing 
of the king’s troops, returned to their old camp at 
Shepach Creek, where they continued. 

General Howe, and his brother the Admiral, were 
employed in concerting meafures for opening the 
river, and removing all obftruftions. This was an 
operation in which they found great difllculty, and 
which employed the utmolt eflorts of their military 
fkill and ability. The General ordered batteries to 
be raifed on the wmflern fhore, on the Penfylvaniam 
fide, in hopes of afTifl ing in diflodging the enemy from 
Mud-lfland ; the difficulty of accefs to whicli, was 
found to render the reduftion of it much more tedi- 
ous and difficult than had been expefled. He alfo 
detached a ftrong body of Heffians acrofs the river 
at Cooper’s Ferry, oppofite to the town, who were 
to fiarch down and force the redoubt of Red Bank, 
whilft the (hips and the batteries on the other fide, 
were to carry on their attacks of Mud-lfland, and the 
enemies marine force. The Heffian detachment was 
led on by Colonel Donop, who had gained fome re- 
putation in fcveral aftions in this war j it confifled, 
‘ befides 
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befides light infantry and Chaffeiirs, of three batta- 
lions of grenadiers, and the regiments of Mirbach. 
The American force at Red Bank was eflimattd about 
800 men. 

The difpofitions for this attack have been reprefent- 
cd as the moll mafterly in their kind ; and the valour 
and courage of the troops highly extolled ; but not- 
withftanding of all the vigour (hewn by our forces 
both by fca and land, this enterprise failed of fuc- 
cefs, and the 800 cow^ards in Red Bank killed a 
thoufand of the braveft troops in the world. Cclo- 
jjel Donop attacked the enemy’s trenches with the 
utmoft gallantry, and after a very (liarp a£fion carried 
an extenfivc out-work; but be found the enemy 
better covered in the body of the redoubt, and the 
defence more vigorous than he expefted. Some 
have thought that the Americans fuffered him to en- 
ter the outwork on purppfe, that they might prevent 
him from ever getting out again ; and if this was 
their defign, they gaincej the point they had in view. 
For this brave colonel was there mortally wounded, 
and taken prifoner ; feveral of his bed officers were 
killed, ordifabled ; and the Heffians after a defperatc 
engagement were repulfed with great lofs. Colonel 
Mingerede, the next in command, was alfo danger- 
oufly woupded, and the detachment was brought ofF 
by lieutenant colonel Linfing ; having fuffered much 
in the approach 10, and retreat from the attack, by 
the fire of the provincial gallics and floating bat- 
teries. The lofs of the Heffians on this occaflon, 
was on this fide the Atlantic, reduced to ^oo men, > 
but from the heft imformation on the other fide, it 
was determined to be a 1000, and not below geo 
pen. Thefe German hirelings received the reward 
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of iheir fcrvirc on this occafion, and though they be- 
haved with great bravery, no perion wlio confiders 
their principles of action can lament their fall. I'orincn 
to have hired thenifelvec to fight againll the rights of 
human nature, degrades them beneath the very 
beads of the field ; courage and bravery engaged 
againll virtue and liberty, is like the dragon and his 
angels fighting againll Michael and his angels. 

The attack by water was not more tuccefsful than 
that vvhich was made by land ; the men of war and 
frigates, appointed for this attack, having pafled with 
diificulty through the low barrier, took every polTible 
difpofuion, that the nature and fituation ot the work 
could admit, lor the dellruffion of the upper works, 
and defences, but when all this was done, the Ihips 
could not- bring their fire to bear, fo as to do much 
injury to the works. Tile Americans had, by defign- 
ed obllruftions, fo altered the courfe and channel of 
the river, that the bed thereof w'as greatly changed 
from its najural courfe. By this means the Augulla 
man of W’ar and the Merlin Hoop, wxre grounded fo 
fall, at a little dillance from the chevaux de frize, that 
there remained not the fmallell pollibility of getting 
tl.em olf. While they were in this fituation they wxre 
in danger of being dellroyed by four fire-lhips, that 
were lent down by the enemy, upon the Augulla, 
The effeft ofthefe fire-vclTcls was, however, prevent- 
ed by the aflivity of the failors; yet this w s of little 
fervice to the Augulla, which took fire in the engage- 
ment, and obliged the others to make all the hatle 
they cruld to get out of the reach of the explofion. 
Intliefc prcliing and difficult circumfiances, the Mer- 
lin W'as fpeedily dd'eried, and laid in a train of de- 
llruflion ■, and the greater part of the officers and crew 
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of the Augufta were faved. 'iThe fccbnd lieutenant, 
chaplain and gunner, and a very confiderable pun of 
the common men unhappily perillied. This is the 
fli fttime we have had occaiion to mee't with a chap- 
lain in the hiflory of this war; and it is not eafy to 
conceive of what fervice >any ot that charafter can be, 
in carrying on fuch^rucl and bloody yrunfaflions. 
Men who carry on an offenfive war, either upon ab- 
furd or doubtful principles, muff be very ignorant, 
to imagine that any creature like this that was unfor- 
tunately loft on this occafion, can, by any forma! or 
occafional devotion, fanftify an aftion in irfeU immo- 
ral. If there was no other thing to blaft the fuccefs 
of a war, the improper and irreverent devotion that is 
paid to the Almighty, bothby the chaplains and their 
audiences, is fufficient to do it. There is no money 
worfe fpent, than that which is laid out upon thofe 
military officers called chaplains : '1 hev are in general 
more the patterns of vice than of virtue, and with re- 
gard to fea chaplains, when the author bf their in- 
ftallment is confidered, there is not iiiudi good to be 
expefted from them at prefent. ^ 

The bad fuccefs of this enterprize, though it ftag- 
gered the confidence of the leaders of the war, yet it 
did not totally damp their refolution ; and neceffity, 
as well as a fenfe of military honour, fpurred them on 
to make a new attempt to open the Delaware. Till 
this was done, all their former proceedings were as fo 
much vain labour, and fruitlcfs toil; they therefore 
adopted new fchemes, purfued new meafures, and took 
other ground. Nor were the colonifts idle on them 
parr, in preparing every obftruflion they could devife 
to render all the efforts of the fleet and army unfuc- 
'ccfsful. They knew of what confequeuce it was to 

them 
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them, to keep the naval force feparated fiom the 
army, and to render the communication between theni 
tedious and difficult. They accordingly did all that 
they could to ftrengthen their defences. Though 
they did not expeef that they would be able to vvith- 
fland the united force of the fleet and army, yet they 
knewthat tney could weaken themboih with little da- 
mage to therafelves ; which, upon the whole, would be 
fo mucligain to them. After much preparation, and 
feverc labour, as well as imminent danger, the officers 
and feamen conveyed fome heavy artillery, provifions, 
and If ores up the rive;-, by a different channel, on 
the Wefl fidcj to a fmall inaifhy ifland, W’here they 
cre(fled batteries, whichi greatly incommoded the 
works of the Americans. ' On the 13th of November 
every thing being prepared for the attack, the Ifis and 
Soiiierfct men of war, paffed Up the Eaft channel, in 
order to attack the provincial works in the front : fe- 
veral frigates drew up agaiiiil a new fort which was 
erefled on the Jerfey fid>. near Manto creek, which 
was fo fauated as to flank the men of w'ar in their 
ftations ; and two armed vcffels, mounted’ with 24 
pounders, made their way through the narrow chan- 
nel on the weft fide, at the back of Hogg-lfland. 
This was a matter of the greateff confeqner.ee with 
regard to the fuccefs of the attack, as thefetwo vef- 
fele in concert with the batteries newly erefted itr 
Province Ifiand, enfiladed the principal works which 
the provincials had ereffed upon Mud-lfland. An 
heavy fire was begun and maintained on both fides,- 
till the fliips of war and the armed veffels about 
night filenced the batteries on Mud Ifland. The 
garrifon who underflood that the utmoft: force of 
loth army and navy would next morning be applied 

to 
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to reduce the fort, fet fire to all their work$ in the 
high't and retired. It was never known what 
lofs the provincials fullained in the feveral aflaults 
upon this fort ; in our accounts their lofs of men is 
faid to have been coniiderable, and certainly they 
mud have fuffered fome lofs ; but the whole troops 
that V;ere in the fort were not equal in number to 
the half of the flain, on the fide of the royal forces. 
The lofs of out fleet was not confiderablc, confider- 
ing the danger it was -expofed to* though a great 
number were wounded, and feveral loft their lives on 
this occafioUi The colonifts left fome artillery and 
ftores, which fell into the hands of our troops. In a 
few days after Lord Cornwallis pafled over with a de- 
tachment from Chefter to Billings-Fort, where he 
was joined by a body of forces juft arrived from New- 
York. They marched all together to Red-Bank, 
which the provincials abandoned at their approach, 
leaving their artillery and fome ftores behind them. 

The American fhipping had now loft all protec- 
tion on either fide of the river ; their gallics and • 
other veftcls took the advantage of a favourable night 
to pafs the Barriers of Philadelphia, and efcaped to 
places of fecurity farther up the river. To fecure 
ihefe an oflicer with a party of feamen was ordered • 
to man the Delaware frigate, which was lately taken 
and lying at Philadelphia, and to take fuch meafures 
as might prevent the remainder from efcaping* The 
crews of the American veflels finding themfelves fur- 
rounded, fet fire to their fhips and left them. ' About 
feventcen of different forts, including two floating- 
batteries and fire-fhips, were all confumed. After 
gaining all thefe advantages, the feafon of the year, 
and other obftru^Hons, rendered the clearing of the 
river for any cffcftual purpofes altogether impraflU 
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eahfe, fo tiiat the making or dlfcovering fuch a chan- 
nel, as might admit of tranfports or velTels of eafy 
burden with provifions and neceflaries for the ufe of 
the army, was all that could be obtained for the pre- 
fent. 

’ Generaf Wafliingroa tVas now reinfofced With a 
recruit of 4000 men from the northern army, and 
advanced within 14 miles of Philadelphia, to a place 
called White March, where he encamped in a ftroiig 
fitnation, with his right to the Wiffahechon Creek, 
and his front partly covered by Sandy Run* This 
movement made General Howe imagine that he in- 
tended fome enterprizc, and that his late reinforce- 
ment would encoarage him to hazard a battle for 
the recovery of Philadelphia. This was not at all 
his intention ; he knew that his movement would 
fnggeft this idea to General Howe, and make 
him draw out his army to field, Which in the middle 
of winter W'ouid harrafs the troops, and dillrefs both 
' the men and officers. The Englifli general imagined 
that cither Wafiiingron would give him battle, or 
that if he obferved his ufual camion, there might be 
fome vulnerable part in hrs camp, where he might 
be attacked with fnccefe. For thcfe reafons he 
' marched his army on the 4th of December at night, 
and took port on Chefnut-hill, on the front of Wafh- 
ington’s camp on the next morning. Finding that their 
right afforded no opening for an attack, he changed 
his ground before day light upon the feventh, and 
rook a new ftation, oppofite to their centre and left. 
A few fltirmiffies happened, in which the king’s troops 
were the conquerors, who purfued the flying parties 
alraofl; to their works. The gencr.1l continued for 
three davs conflantly in their fight, and advanced 
•within a mile of their works j but when he had exa- 
mined' 
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jnined them with great atteotioo, he found tliem inao ' 
fdliblc, and fo gave up his defign as entirely fruitlcft. 
'i'lie army fufFered greatly from the fcvcrity of the 
weather, both officers and men being totally deditute 
of tents and field accomrements. Sir William Howe 
accordingly began his march to Philadelphia upon the 
8 ih in full view of the enemy, who fuffered him tp 
return as he came without gaining any one point ex- 
cept much toil and fatigue to the men and the officers. 
This, General Wafliington forefaw would be the con- 
fequence, and it was all that he intended by his move- 
ment ; for he immediately removed his camp from 
White March to Valley Forge upon the Scbuyl- 
Jcill, about 1 5 miles from Philadelphia, in a very 
firong and lerure fituation. 

General Howe, as the feafon was now too far ad- 
vanced to admit of any other attention except what 
related to the accommodation of the troops, fcni a 
grand detachment out to procure forage for the win- 
ter, which performed its purpofc with fuccefs. The 
Americans continued during the winter in huts '' 
in their camp, without returning to their homes, or 
going into winter quarters. This (hewed their great 
zeal for the caufe they were engaged in, and the un- 
bounded influence which General Walhington bad 
over the minds of the Americans. Thus ended the 
campaign upon the Delaware ; a campaign, concern- 
ing which there have beenfeveral opinions, and w’hich 
affords room for very ferious refieftions. The Bricilh 
troops had been in general fijccefsful, without gaining 
any advantage ; for with all their vLftorics, and the 
ffrong tide of fuccefs which was faid to attend them, 
at the clofe of the campaign the amount of all their 
labours and battles was Amply a good winter lodging 
in the city of Philadelphia j whillt the troops polTcffed 
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no more of the adjacent country, than they immedi* 
atcly commanded with their arms. Another difeouf 
ragement attended the conciufion of this campaign, 
was, that though the colonifts might fight them when 
they had a mind, and with advantage to themfelvcs, it 
was impoflible for the royal army to bring them to an 
engagement againd their will. This occafioned much 
uneafinefs in England, among the promoters of this 
unrighteous war 5 who had been fo much elated with 
the news ef the firfl: fuccelTes, and had boafted in the 
moft extravagant manner. Gloomy reflexions began 
now to crowd upon them, and guilt and difappoint- 
ment greatly chagrined their minds. They began to 
find that viftory and defeat were nearly attended with 
the fame confequenccs. The lubftance of the nation 
W'as wafted, its befl blood was fpilt, yet ftill there was 
nothing done. The American war was nearly in the 
iame ftatc that it was at the beginning, merely with 
this diflerence, that the colonifts were inured to war 
and could make a better defence. In the beginning 
of this year the minifterial boafting run very high, 
concerning the marvellous things that General Howe 
would do in the fpring ; and when they received the 
account of the defeat in the Jerfeys, they had fixed 
their hopes upon the atchievements which were to 
be performed by the northern army under General 
Burgoyne. We muft now leave Sir William Howe 
in his winter quarters in Philadelphia, and look back 
to the affairs of Canada and the Lakes. 

In viewing the hiftory of the fouthem campaign, 
we have beheld a train of viXories without any equi- 
valent advantages, and heard of wonderful atchieve- 
ments without fo much as feeing one province fubdu- 
f d j a large fleet and a numerous army of the belt 
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troops ever fent over the Atlantic, confined in their 
operations to the defence of a ilngle city, without 
being able to fecurc two leagues of country for the 
Jpace of a few days. The northern campaign was 
ftill more unfuccefsful j for there we meet with nothing 
except difgrace, defeat, and difappointment. The 
war upon the fide of Canada and the Lakes was com- 
mitted to Lieutenant General Burgoyne, an ofllccr 
whofe abilities were uuquefiioned, and whofe fpirit 
of enterprize, and thirft for fnilitary glory, though it 
might be rivalled, could not pofllbly be exceeded. 
It is fomewhat doubtful, notwithflanding the praifes 
that were lavifhed upon that officer, whether his ca- 
pacity was adequate to the arduous undertaking he 
was now engaged in. The fertility of his imagina- 
tion, and the brilliancy of his fancy, feem to have 
prevailed more in his charafter than foundnefs of 
judgment, true caution, or penetration. 

The appointment of General Burgoyne to this com- 
mand was far from being plcafing to General Carleton 
and his friends ; it gave great offence to the general, 
who by his goodconduft preferred Quebec, defended 
Canada, and recovered Lake Champlain. He fdc 
feverely the affront, that when he had brought mat- 
ters fo far forward, that the command ftiouldbe taken 
from him and given to another, as if inllead of having 
merited honour for bis fervices he had deferved dif- 
grace, and mortification. It was faid that his powers 
had been diminilhed in proportion to the greatnefs 
of his fervices. His military command before extend- 
ed to every part of America, whither he might find 
it neceffary to conduit the army under his command. 
It was now fuddenly reftrained to the narrow limits 
pf his own province. His friends obferved that he 
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had in the precedins; campaign, not only driven the 
enemy out of Canada, but had formed a great naval 
armament, and deftroyed the enemy’s force upon 
Lake ('bamplain, recovered Crown Point, and put 
all things in that quarter in a fair way of lucceeding 
the next campaign. That nothing prevented hioi 
from taking Ticonderago except the latenefs of the 
feafon, when he would have immediately profecuted 
the war to the fouthward. rie had, during the winter, 
applied his ufual induftry in forwarding every pre- 
paration which might promote the fuccefs of the de» 
fign in the enfuing campaign. Wlicu the feafon 
opened the communication with England, inftead of 
the reinforcements he required, and expected for fuh 
filling of his purpofe, he received an arrangment to., 
tally new, w'hich was neither planned according to, 
nor was the execution in any degree left to his clifcrcr 
ticn. The minifter for the American department h?4 
formed the whole feheme, and had proceeded £6 far 
as to determine every detachment to be made frona - 
the larger bodies to be employed in two feperate ex- 
peditions. General Carleton was not even confulted 
concerning the number and nature of the troops, 
■which were to remain under his command for the de- 
fence and fecurity of Canada. ‘In a word, the army 
which he lately commanded w'as taken out of his 
hands, and placed under the command of officers who 
had lately acted under his authority, and placed in 
independent commands, and ordered to receive theip 
inftruffions from Sir William Howe { which was no- 
lefs than an open infuk to Sir Guy Carleton, who had 
been already informed by General Howe, that the 
diftance of their operations would prevent all commu- 
nication berween them. The latuiftcr on this occa- 
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fioti (hcWcd it real want of abilrry for direfting fiich 
great and diftant operations ; he took for granted 
that he pcrccited the force of the enemy, and all the 
refoutfes which they might have to fruit rate his plan, 
when he did not fo much as confidcr the dilUculiies 
that even arofe from the very nature of the country. 
With regard to the force of the colonifis in that quar- 
ter, neither the minirter, nor any cf the commanders 
appear to have had the fmalleft information. Genc- 
tals and troops on a hidden (farted up, that were 
never heard of, fior believed to exid till the very mo- 
ment of affion ; and a thoufand impediments were 
found to (land in the way of this expedition, that the 
minifter never dreamed of, and which his genius never 
fuggefled tb him. 

Sir Guy Carlton, tiotwithflanding the difgrace which 
the miniher had done him, behaved with a greatnofs 
of foul which did him much honour. He fliewcd, 
that though he was fenftble of the affront winch he 
had received, yet he knew how to i)afs over an injury, 
and did not fuffer any perfonal difgrace to hinder him 
from ferving his country, and uhat he conceived to 
be the public caufe thereof. He applied himfclf with 
the fame diligence and activity to forward by every 
poffiblc means, and to fupport in all its parts, the ex- 
pedition, as if it had been his contrivance and folely 
his own plan. This conduiff though it was what go- 
vernment did no: deferve from this officer, yet was 
abfolutcly neceffary for carrying on the ddijn of this 
expedition ; and though in the end it mifgavc, it was 
more owing to the management of General Carleton, 
that it proceeded fo far as it did, than to any good 
condu<ff of the rainiffer wlio formed the plan thereof. 
The arrangment was fo complicated, and the parts of 

the 
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the expedition fo numerous, and many of them un- 
known in pra£lice, that it was no wonder that it did 
not fucceed. In all its parts it appeared to be the 
offspring of folly and the creature of madnefs. Carle- 
ton did all in his power to give it birth, and though 
he was not its parent he afted the part of a good 
iiurfe, and withheld no afliilance that was in his power 
lo render it effeftual. 

The minillcrs at home and efpecially the lord at 
the head of the American department were deeply 
interefled in tlie fuccefs of this expedition ; they had 
founded ihtf moll fanguine expeftations concerning it* 
and had in idea anticipated the glorious advantages 
that would be derived from it. Nothing was left un- 
done on their fide, as far as their p>enetratiou could 
reach, to render it effeftual. All things were pre- 
pared according to the number of troops that could 
be fpared for that particular fervice, v/hich were 
thought conducive to give efficacy to their operations. 
Canada was expedfed to afford a warlike though un- 
difciplined militia, well calculated for and acquainted 
with the nature and fcrvice of the country. To 
llrengthen and increafe this irregular force, arms and 
accoutrements were amply provided to fupply thofe 
numerous loyalifis, who were expefted to join the 
royal army as foon as it approached the frontiers of 
thefe provinces. A powerful artillery was provided 
TO drive the rebels from all their polls and thickets } 
and it was confidered as a thing impoffihle that any 
number of irregular troops could ftand before fuch a 
well appointed army of veterans. In this particular 
the miniftry reafoned falacioufly ; for though the colo- 
nifts were not fuch old troops as fome of the regi- 
ments which were fent againft them, they were far 

from 
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from being irregular. They knew difciplinc ahi 
obeyed command, with great exa(flnefs, and were de- 
tetmined to venture their lives for the caiire they were 
engaged in; And it Was found upon trial that they 
were not fo eafily combated as Lord George Ger- 
maine and General Burgoync had irtiagiried.* 

Befides thefe forces already mentioned, fevercl na- 
tions of favages had been induced to come into the 
field ; a meafure which will fix an everlafting difgracc 
upon the authors, and leave a blot upon the prefent 
reign, that nothing but the death of time itielf will 
be able to wipe away. This meafure was defended 
by minifierial advocates upon the fuppofed neceflity of 
the cafe : as if from the charafter of the Indians it were 
roanifeft that they cOuld not be ftillj and if not engaged 
in the king’s fcfvice, would join the Americans* 
ITiis was a vain and falfe apprehenfion ; for the colo* 
nifts had already refufed their fcrvicc, and they had 
agreed to Hand neuter, and live quietly. It was only 
the prefents given them by miniftcrial agents, who 
wanted them to attend the army for the purpofes of 
fcalping and murder, that induced them to take 
up the hatchet. General Carlcion would not employ 
them, but in the preceding year civilly d^riilTed them ; 
his humanity would not permit him to make ufe of 
fuch illicit inftruments of war, and as his orders were 
not fo particularly exprefs on that head, he made na 
* ufe of their fervice. But now a more high and per- 
emptory authority pofiiively enjoined the making ufe 
of them ; and it Was fuppofed to be one of the favo- 
rite and mod enchanting fehemes of that authority, 
to bring forth thofe barbarians to the field, for the 
fake of glutting its revenge upon the refra£lory colo- 
Uifts. It will hardly be credited in after ages, that 
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in a reign marked fo often with the epithet pious, that 
an order fhould ever have come forth with the royal 
faniSfion, to let loofe favage barbarians upon helplefs 
old men, women, and children. Whatever were the 
rcaforis why General Carleton did not employ the 
favages in a more early and effe£lual manner, they 
were far from giving fatisfaclion to miniftry, and their 
friends at home. It was infifled that every appear- 
ance of lenity was aftual cruelty in the effeft, becaufe 
it operated as an incentive to difobedience, and in- 
creafed the objects of punifhment. That on the con- 
trary, partial feverity was general mercy ; as timely 
exertions of juflice, and ftrid inflictions of punifli- 
ments, were at all times the fure means of preventing 
crimes. • That the only method of fpeedily crufliing 
the rebellion, was to render the fituation of the aSors 
in it, fo intolerable, that a ceflation from danger and 
blelTings of repofe, fliould become the only objefts 
of their contemplation and hope. That the means 
were but little to be attended to, when they led to 
the accomplifliment of fo great and happy a purpofe 
as the deftruftion of rebellion, and the reftoration of 
order and -legal government. And in all convuliions 
of Hates the innocent were but two frequently involv- 
ed in the calamities which were intended for the 
guilty ; but fuch was the lot and condition of man- 
kind, and this evil however much deplored, could 
not in nuraberlefs inftances be prevented. This doc- 
trine was fupporced by the avowed friends of the 
miniftry, whether out of oflice, or in the fubordinate 
departments of the flate i and it was undoubtedly 
agreeable to the opinions of the miniflers, and (hewed 
that General Carleton’s fcrtiples with regard to em- 
ploying the favages, were in no refpcfl acceptable to 
them. 

■ The 
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The arguments made ufe cf to fupport this doc- 
trine, were all founded in the firfl: inftance, upon'the . 
mod palpable falftioods ; for they all take for granted 
what never was nor can be proved, namely, that the 
icolonifts were in a (late of rebellion according to the 
fundamental laws of the Britifli conflitution. There 
were no laws exifUng at the time tlie cohtroverfy be- 
gan, that determined an oppofition to unconftitution- 
al afts of parliament, rebellion. It could not there- 
fore be an exertion of judicc, to employ favages to 
inforce new arbitrary ftatutes, which were contrary to 
the very genius of the conftituiion. According 'tO' 
thefe court advocates, it would have been equally juft 
to have employed barbarians to have prevented the 
revolution, or it is ftill juft to emply them to over- 
turn its principles. Before they had endeavour- 
ed to crufli a rebellion with all the cruelty of favage 
barbarity, they ought firft to have enquired whether 
it exifted, and whether, what they fo called, was not 
created by themfelves. Legal government conlifts 
in obferving the conftituiional laws of the empire, 
and not in purfuing modern ftatutes, which are dia- 
metrically oppofite to the firft principles of our fun- 
damental laws. To ra^ake a(fts of power through 
the influence of corruption in the degiflature, that 
infringe the liberties and the natural rights of the 
fiibje£fs, and ttien to determine it rebellion to refht 
them, is the fame thing as to declare the whole code 
of fundamental ftatutes, rebellious a<^ts, and the 
framers of them traitors. It would require no more 
'to prove this point, than only to place the old laws 
of the land and feme modern ftatutes in oppofite co- 
lumns. But it was no w^onder, that the promoters 
‘of this war were not very nice concerning the means 

they 
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they made ufe of, feeing they had adopted the popifli 
maxims, that the end fanftifies the means. After 
generations, when they read the hillory of this war, 
will be equally aftonilhed, both at the end and the 
means made ufe of to attain it. It is a very curious 
maxim, that partial fevetity is general mercy, cfpc» 
cially when it is confidered that both the guilt and the 
mifery proceed from thofe that now pretended to have 
a right to puniflx. It was fuch mercy as i; would be 
to tal e away the lives of fo many innocent people 
that :Le iv ^ may be fitter to be made flaves, 

However *;‘uch Sir Guy Carleton difapproved of 
making ufe ot .liC fa rages, he was now obliged by 
a fpecial authority co ufe his influence to bring them 
over to the meafares oi government; accordingly 
prefents were liberally diltributed among them, which 
aDfwcred the purpofe intended, he regular force 
appointed to this expedition, conduced by General 
Burgoync, confided of Britifli and German troops, 
to the number of near 8000; of thefe 3217 were 
Brunfwickers ; watermen and artillery made a corps 
of about 2000, and the favages about 1200. 

’ Canada was largely rated, and the inhabitants 
grevioufly oppreffed : they felt ffenfibly the propor- 
tion which they were appointed to furnilh towards 
this campaign. In the propofals laid before the mi- 
nifler, befides the militia and various other kinds of 
workmen, fuppofed neceffary to be immediatdy at* 
tached to the army, and to accompany it on the ex* 
pedition, chains of the militia, patroles, and pods, 
were expefted to occupy the woods in the frontiers 
in the rear of the army, partly to intercept the com- 
munication between the enemy and the ill-affeided ia 
Canada, partly to prevent defer tion, and to procure 
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iptelligepce, and for various other exigencies which 
might contribute to keep the country quiet. There 
was another great call upon them for workmen to 
compIcRtthe fortifications at Sorrel, St Johns, Cham- 
blae, and the ifle of Noix, which it was fuppofed, 
would amount to 2000 men. But a flill greater call 
upon the Canadians, and the more grievous as it wa^ 
at their feeding feafon, was for the tranfport of all 
provifions, artillery, (lores, and baggage ot the army, 
from the different repofitorics to the water, and af- 
terwards at the carrying places, befide the corves 
for making the roads. It was eftiraated that their 
fervice would for fome pme before, and at the open- 
ing of the campaign, require no fewer than 2000 
men, befides a very large proportion of horfes and 
farts. The miniftry certainly did not make a fair 
eflimate of the profit and lofs that would arife to the 
empire in purfuing this expedition : for fuppofe all 
things had fucceeded according to their wilhes, and 
they had been able to fubdue all the colonies, the 
deftruftion made in the mean time would not have 
again been made up for ages to come, nor would the 
money expeaded ever again be put into a circulation 
for the common advantage of the community. This 
war has been a war founded in mioifierial vengeance 
and ambition, V'ithout having fo much as a (ingle 
principle, or one objeft oftommon utility in its com- 
plexion. The friends and foes of government have 
both fuffered, and would have fuffered fuppofe they 
had united in fupporting their meafurcs without the 
lead war or oppofition. Had all the Britifli empire join- 
ed mutually in fupporting the fcliemes of the prefent 
miniftry, without a diffeniing voice, and the meafurcs 
jhad been purfued for half a century, there would 

have 


Digitized by Google 


HISTORY OF 


301 


A. D. 1777 
. . • ' 


have been very little difference between the inhabi- 
bi rants of that empire, and the Indian favages. The 
tendency of the whole of this adminiflration has been 
to deprefs the fpirit of liberty w^hich is the foul of 
true greatnefs, without w^hichnekher commerce, arts, " '' 
or fciences ever flouriflied. 

General Burgoyne, who was now at the head of 
It'his expedition, w^as affifted by' able ‘and excellent 
officers. Of thefe were Major General Philips of 
the artillery, who had acquired much honour by his 
condufl in the late war in Germany. He had like- 
wdfe under him Brigadier General Frazer, Powel, 
and Hamilton, all efleers who had diflinguiflied them- 
felves in former fervices ; and with thgfe the Brunf- 
wick Major General Baron Reidefel, and Brigadier 
General Specht. The army was in every refpe£l in 
the .befl condition that could pcfTibly be expe6fed of 
defired, the troops being, in the ftile of the army, 
in high fpirits, admirably difeiplined and very healthy. 

An expedition was determined to the Mohawk 
river, and Colonel St Ledger wa:^ appointed to the 
command thereof. The troops employed in this ex- 
pedition from the army< w-ere about 7 or 800, con- 
lifting of 2 CO drawn from the 8th and 34th regi- 
ments, a regiment of the New-Yorkers, lately raifed 
by Sir John Johnfon, being chiefly emigrants from 
his own country adjoining to the intended feene of. 
action, with fome Hanau Chalfeurs, a company of Ca- 
nadians, and another of newly raifed rangers, Thefe 
were joined by a ftrong body of Savages, in parr con- 
dufled, or more properly commanded by officers 
from Britain and America. The regular force left 
in Canada, including the Highland emigrants under 
that denomination, amounted to about 3700 men. 

• The 




Digitized by Google 


A. D. 1777 THE WAR IN A M E R.I CAr 333 

The army being at length arrived and cncampcjd 
at the River Bouquet, on the wefl fide of Lake 
Champlain, and at no very great diilance to the north- 
ward of Crown Point, General Burgoyne, there met 
the Indians in congrefs, and afterwards, in compli- 
ance with the cufloms of thofc people, gave them a 
war fealL The fpeech which he made to the favages 
upon this oecafion has been publilhed. It was cal- 
culated, in thofe powerful ffrains of elocution by 
which that gentleman is diftinguifhed, to excite their 
ardour in tlie common caufe, and at the fame time to 
reprefs their barbarity. For this purpofe he took 
pains in explaining to them the diftinftion between a 
war carried on againft a common enemy, in which the 
whole country and people were hoflile, and the pre- 
. fent, in which good and faithful fubjetffs were largely, 
and of necelfuy, intermixed With rebels and traitors. 
Upon this principle he laid down fcveral injunflions 
for the government of their condiuft, particularly, 
that they fhould only kill thofe who vvere oppofed 
to them in arms ; that old men, women, children, 
'and prifoners flioiilJ be held facred from the knife or 
hatchet, even in the heat of r61ual confiift ; that they 
Ihould only fcalp thofe whom they had flaiu in fair 
oppofition ; but that under no pretence, fubtlety, or 
colour of prevarication, they fhould fcalp the wound- 
ed, or even dying ; much Icfs kill perfons in that con- 
dition, by way of evading the injiimflion. And they 
were promifed a compenfaiiou for prifoners, but in- 
. formed that they fliould be called to an account for 
fcalps. Thefo endeavours did in feme meafure miti- 
gate, but were not of force wholly to reflraiu their 
ferocity, of which fome unhappy inflanccs afccr- 
wards appeared. 

By 
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By the mofl: favourable account of this mattct 
which has juft now been given from a very impartial 
authority, it appears that the favages were to be paid 
both for their prifoners and fcalpy, only they ^cre to 
be called to an account for the latter. But it does 
not fcem a matter very clear how they Were to be 
brought to an account, or how the general was to 
know the difference between a fcalp taken from the 
head of one that was already dead, and one that was 
nlive when fcalped. They were to fcalp thofe only 
whom they had flain in fair oppofuion, but this was 
a matter not eafily to be decided, and the proclama- 
tion that followed foon after this fpecch, feems to hint 
that fcalps of all forts might be taken from the 
heads of thofe defer ibed in the proclamation. Gene- 
ral Burgoyne’s arguments and the colouring he gives 
to the caufe and charafters of the Americans, imply 
that their conld be very fmall offence in the Indians 
proceeding to extremities. The horrible denounci- 
ations of war dreft in the moft formidable and terrific 
fliapes againft thofe who perfifted in hoftility, but 
too plainly hinted, how agreeable Indian barbarity 
was to the commander in chief. 

The General foon after difperfed a manifefto, cal- 
culated to fpread terror among the contumacious, 
and particularly to revive in their minds every latent 
impreffion of fear, derived from knowledge or infor- 
mation of the cruel operations of the favages, whofe 
numbers were accordingly magnified, and their eager- 
nefs to be let loofe to their prey, deferibed with un- 
common energy. The force of that great power, 
which was now fpread by fea and land, to embrace 
or to crufh every part of America, was difplayed in 
foil, lofty, and expreffive language. The rebellion, 

with 
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w'uh its effe<Efe, ;and the eonda6^ of the prcfent gover- 
nors and governments, were charged with the high- 
eft colouring, and exhibited a moft hideous picture, 
of unparalleled injuftice, cruelty, perfecution and ty- 
ranny. .Encouragement and 'employment were af- 
fured to thofe, who with a difpofition and ability fuit- 
,ed to the purpofe, ftiould a£lua!ly afEft in redeeming 
their country, from flavery, and in the re-eftablifli* 
ment of legal government. Prote6iion and fccurity, 
.clogged with conditions, reftri6led by circumftances> 
and rather imperfectly or inexplicitly expreffed, were 
held out to the peaceable and indultrious, who con- 
tinued in their 'habitations. ” And all the calamities 
and outrages . of war, arrayed in their moft terrific 
forms, were denounced agaiuft thofe who perfevefed 

in their, hbftility. , . - r 

t' The army having made'a (hort ftay at Crown Point, 
for the eftabliftiment.of magazines^ an hofpiial, anil 
other necelTary feryiccs, proceeded, in concert .with 
the naval annament,; to inveft Ticonderoga, which 
was ,the firft objeAof their deftinatiou. Altlipugh 
the rafti and ill conducted attempt nnade upem tha; 
place in the year 175S, with the confequem repulfc 
and heavy lofsTuftained by the IJritifli army, render-^ 
cd it at that time ^an objeCl.of general attention,, it 
may not at this diftance of time be wholly linnccef- 
fary to take fome notice of its lituation, as well as of 
• its ftate of defence.. ^ . / .■ 

Ticonderoga*' lies on the weftern (horc, and only a 
few miles to the northward from the commencement 
of that narrow inlet, by which the water from Lake 
'George is conveyed to Lake Champlain. Crowil 
Point lies alx>ut a dozen miles farther north at the 
extremity of that inlet. The firft of thefe places is 

‘ O q fituated 
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fituated on an angle of land, which is furroundcd ob 
three fides by water, and that covered by rbeks. A 
great part of the fourth fide was eptered by a deep- 
morafs, and where that fails, the old French line's 
ftill continued as a defence on the nonh-weft quarter. 
The Americans ftrengthened thefe lines with addi- 
tional works and a blockhoufe. They had other 
polls with works and blockhoufes, on the left, to- 
wards Lake George. To the fight of the French 
lines they bad alfo two new blockhoufes with piher 
works. ' ; 

oh the eaflern Ihore of the inlet, and oppofite to 
Ticonderoga, . the Americans had taken ftill more 
pains in fortifying a high circular hill to which they 
gave the name of Mount Independence. On tlie 
fummit of this, which is Tableland, they had erefted 
a ftar fort, enclofing a large fquare of barracks, well 
Tortified and fupplicd with artillery. The foot of the 
mountain, which on the weft fide projefted into the 
water, was ftrongly entrenched t^o its edge, and the 
entrenchment well lined with heavy artillcry.*^ A 
battery about lialf way Up the mount, fuftained and 
covered thefe lower works. ‘ ‘ " 

The Aracricani.'With their ufnal iriduftry, had join- 
ed thefe two polls by a' bridge of communication 
thrown over- the inlet. This was like many other of 
their performances, a great and moll laborious w'ork. 
The bridge was fupported on i’z funk piers of 
very large timber, plated at nearly equal diftances.; 
the fpaccs between thefe were filled with fepafatc 
floats,, each about llftyTeet long and twelve feet’wide^ 
ftrongly faftened together with chains and rivets, and 
as clFeflually attached to the funk pillars. _ On the 
Lake Champlain fide of the bridge, 'it was'defended 
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by a boom compdfed of very large pieces of timber, 
fadened together by rivetted bolts aod double chains, 
made of iron an inch and half fquare. Thus not 
only a communication was maintained between thefe 
two pods, but all accefs by water from the northern 
fide was totally cut; off. 

It is to be obferved, that as the inlet immediately 
after palling Ticonderoga, adumes a new form, fud- 
dcnly widening to a confiJcrable breadth, and be- 
coming navigable to vcffcls of burden, fo from thence 
it alfo holds the name of Champlain, although it is 
not yet properly a pan of the lake. On the other 
hand, the fouthern gut from Lake George, befides 
being narrow, is alfo rendered unnavigable by dial- 
lows and falls; but on its arrival at Ticonderoga, it 
is joined by a great body of water on the eadern fide, 
called, in this part. South River^* but higher up to- 
wards its fource, before the jun^Hon of the elder 
branch with the younger, which runs from South 
Bay, it is known under the appellation of Wood 
Creek. The confluence of thefe waters at Ticonde- 
roga, forms a finall bay to the font h ward of the 
bridge of communication, and the point of land form- 
ed by their jun£Uon, is compofed of a mountain called 
Sugar Hill. 

Notwithdanding the apparent drength of Ticon- 
dcroga from what we have hitherto feen, it is entire- 
ly overlooked, and its works effectually commanded 
by Sugar Hill. 1 his circumdauce occafioned a con- 
fultation among the Americans as to the fortifying of 
that Mount ; but their works were already far too 
extenfive for their powers of defence, aud would re- 
quire ten or twelve thoufand men to be effectually 
manned. It was likewife hoped, that the difliculty 

of 
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of accefs to the Sugar' Mount, and the rugged in- 
equality of its furface, would prevent the enemy from 
attempting to profit of its lituation. 

It would be exceedingly difficult from the informa- 
tion before us, to form any authentic eflimatc of the 
number of Americans that were in the adlual defence 
of thefc two ports. It appears by the commander iu 
chief. General St. Clair’s exculpatory letter to the 
congrefs, as well as by the refolutions of the council 
of war, which accompanies it, that his whole force, 
including 900 militia, who were to quit him in a few 
days, was only about 3000 men ; that ihefe were ill 
equipped, and worfe armed ; particularly in the ar- 
ticle 6f bayonets, an arm fo eflcntial in the defence of 
lines, that they had not one in ten of their number. — 
This account would feem not only fatisfaftory but. 
conclufive, if it had not been contradifted by others. 
In a detail of ^he tranfaftions of the campaign, tranf- 
uiitted by the war office of Maflachufetts Bay to the 
American deputies in France, and for the conveyance 
of which a light fhip was fent out on purpofe, they 
ftate St. Clair’s force at near 5000 men well equip- 
ped and armed. It is, however, to be obferved, that 
they talk with great bitternefs of the General’s con- 
duit, as he had done in his firrt letter to congrefs, 

I with refpeii to the behaviour of two oftheir regiments. 
It may alifo be fuppofed, that in a rtatement of their 
affairs intended to operate upon the fentiments and 
conduit of a court, from which they already received 
cffential benefits, and looked forward to much great- 
er, they would rather increafe the weight of blame 
upon an unfortunate officer, than detrait from the 
public opinion of their own conduit and power, by at- 
tributing weaknefs to their councils, or inefficacy to 
their arms. 

As 
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As the royal array approached to the objeft of its 
delHnation, it advanced with equal caution and order 
oa both fides of the lake, the naval force keeping its 
nation in the centre, until the one had begun to en- 
clofe the enemy on the land fide, and the frigates and 
gun-boats caft anchor juft out of cannon-fliot from 
their works. Upon the near approach of the right 
wing on the Ticonderago fide, upon the 2d of July, 
the Americans immediately abandoned and fet fire to 
their works, block-houfes, and faw- mills, towards 
Lake George, and without faliy, interpofition, or the 
fmalleft motion of diverfion, permitted Major-General 
Philips to take pofleflion of the very advantageous 
poll of Mount Hope, which befides commanding their 
lines in a great and dangerous degree, totally cut olF 
all their communication with that lake, 'l ire fame 
fupinenefs and total want ot vigour appeared in every 
thing on their fide, except in the keeping up of an 
ineffeftual roar of cannon, which was fo much con- 
temned on the other as not to be once returned. 

In the mean while, the royal army proceeded with 
fuch expedition in the conllruflion of its works, the 
bringing up of artillery, ftores and provifions, and the 
cftablLflimcnts of its polls and communications, that 
by the 5th, matters were fo far advanced, as to re- 
quire little more time for compleatly invelling the 
pods on both fides of the lake. Sugar Hill was alfo 
examined, and the advantages it prefented were fo 
important, though attended with infinite labour antf 
difficulty, from the neceffity of making a road o its 
top through very rough ground, and confi ruling a 
level there for a battery, that this arduous taflc was 
undcitaken, and already far advaaced towards its 

^ I • 
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completion, through the fpirit, judgment, and a^litc 
includry of General Philips. 

In thefe circumltanccs, a hafty council Was on that 
day held by the American Generals, to which their 
principal went, as he informs us, already predeter- 
mined as to his condu£l. It was reprefented, that 
their whole ell'e£five numbers were not fufficient to 
man one half of the works ; that as the whole muft be 
confequently upon conftant duty, it would be impof- 
fible for them to fuftain the fatigue for any length of 
time ; and that as the enemy’s batteries were ready 
to open, and the place would be completely invclted 
on all fides within twenty-four hours, nothing could 
fave the troops but an immediate evacuation of both 
poffs. 1 his determination was uuanimoufly agreed 
toby the council, and the place was accordingly eva- 
cuated on that night. 

However jufUy this teprefentation of their condi- 
tion and circumftance was founded, and however ne- 
cefTary the determination of the council was in ths pre- 
fent ftate of their afiairs, one apparently capital error 
on the fide of the commanders, mull flrike every 
common obferver. If their force was not fufEcienc 
for the defence of the work, why did they not form 
this refolution in time ? Why did they not wiilidraw 
the troops, artillery, and flores, and dcmolilTi the 
works before the arrival of the enemy ? Why did 
they wait to be nearly furrounded, until their retreat 
was more ruinous than a furrender under any condi- 
tions that could be propofed, and little lefs deftruflive 
in the event, than if the works had been carried by 
Uorm ? 

Thefe arc quehions that time and better informa- 
tion alone can anfwer, if ever they fhould clearly an- 
fwer, in favour of the American Generals. 

The 
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' The baggage of the army, 'vith fiich artillery, 
ftbres, and provifious, as’ the ncceflity of the time 
would permit, were embarked with a ftrong detach- 
'ment on board above 200 battcaux,' and difparched, 
under' convoy pf five armed galiies, up the fouth river, 
in their way to Skenefboroiigh. The main army 
took its route by the way of Caftlctown to reach the 
fame place by landl^ * 

July 6. The firrt light of the morning had po foon- 
cr difeovered the flight of the enemy, than their main 
body was eagerly purfued by Brigadier General Fra- 
zer, at the head of his brigade, confifting of the light 
troops, grenadiers, and fome other corps. Major^ 
General' Reidefcl was alfo ordered to join in the pur^ 
fuit by land, with the ' greater part of the Brunfwick 
troops, either to fupport the Brigadier, or to 2i£t fe* 
parately, as occafion' might require, or circumfianccs 
direft. The enemy left a prodigious artillery behind 
them, winch with thofe taken ordeflroyed in the ar- 
med vefl'els at Skenefborough, amounted to no Ids 
than* 128 pieces, of all forts, ferviceable and hinfer- 
viceable. They alfo'Meft foine military Itorcs of dif- 
ferent forts, and no inccnfiderable ftocl: of provifions 
jn the forts: • 

* f t 

General Biirgoyne condii(fied the pinTuit by wiuer 
mperfon. ’ That bridge and thpfe works, which the 
Americans laboured hard for ten months to render 
impenetrable, were, cut through in lefs rime by the 
Bririfh feamen and' artificers, than it would have colt 
ihem‘to have deferibed their firu(flure/ In a word, 
they did their bufincfs with ftich f[>eed and ef^e6^, 
that not only the gun boats,* but the Royal George 
and Inflexible frigates, had pafled through the bridge 
by ijine o’clock in the morning; Several regiments 

embarked 
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embarked on board the veflels, and the purfuit up the 
river was fupported with luch vigour, that by three 
o’clock in the afternoon, the foremoft brigade of the 
gun-boats, was clofely CTgaged with the enemies gal- 
lies near Skenclborough Falls. In.the mean time, 
three regiments which had been landed at 'South. 
Bay, afcended and paffed a mountain witH great ex- 
pedition, in order to attack the enemy’s works at the 
Falls, and thereby cut off their retreat. But their 
fpeedy flight prevented the execution of their defigq. 
Upon the approach of the frigates, the gallics, which 
were already overborne by the gun boats, loft all 
fpirit ; two of them were accordingly taken, and 
three blown up. The rebels now giving way to theif 
defpair, fet fire to their works, ftockaded forts, mills, 
and batteaux. after which they cfcaped as well as they 
could up the Wood Creek. This llroke feemed to 
complete the ruin of their ill-fated army, for their 
batteaux were deeply loaded, befides their baggage, 
with ammunition, ftores, and provifions ; fo that they 
were now left naked in the woods, deftitute ofpro- 
.vifion, and without any other means of defence, than, 
what they derived from the arms in their hands. 

Confufion and difmay, equally attended their'maia 
body on the left. The foldiers had loft ail refpeft 
for, and confidence in their commanders. It would 
be fruitlefs to expeft refoliuion, where no order nor 
command could be maintained. 

Brigadier Frazer continued and 'fupported thechace 
through the vehement heat of a burning day, with 
his ufnal activity and vigour. Having received intel- 
ligence that the enemy’s rear were at no great diftance 
and were commanded by Colonel Francis one oftheir 
lesft and braveft officers, his troops lay that night on 

their 
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their arms. He came up with the enemy, on the 7th, 
at five in the morning, whom he found ftrongly poft- 
cd, with great advantage of ground, and a fiill great- 
' cr fuperiority in point of number. As he expefted 
every moment to be joined by General Tleidfcl, and, 
was apprefcenfivc that the enemy might t fcape if he 

delayed, he did not hefitate to begin the attack. 

The advantages which they pofleffeu in ground and 
number, and perhaps more than both, the goodnefs of 
their commander, induced them to make a better hand 
than mij^t have been cxpefled from their condiiioa 
in othet refpefis. 

As Frazer’s corps was not fupported near fo foon 
as had been expected, the engagement was long j — 
and though the light infantry and grenadiers gave fc- 
veral (Iriking proof .s of their fuperiority, affairs were 
fiill undecided and critical. The arrival of the Ger- 
mans was at length decicive. The enemy fled on all 
fides, leaving their brave commander, with many o- 
ther officers, and about 200 private men, dead on the 
field. About the fame number, befides a colonel, fc* 
Ten Captains, and ten Subalterns were taken prifon- 
ers. Above 600 were fuppofed to be wounded, ma- 
ny of whom perilhed miferably in the woods. The 
principal lofs on the fide of the royal army, was that 

of Major Grant, a brave officer, who was killed. 

St. Clair, with the van of the American army, was at 
this time at Caftlctown, about fix miles farther on. — 
Upon the account of this difafler, and of the more fa- 
tal ftroke at Skenefborough, and under the appre- 
henfion of being intercepted at Fort Anne, he flruck 
on to the woods on his left, probably uncertain whe- 
ther he Ihould diredf his ct^urfc towards the New 
R r England 
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England provinces, and the upper part of Connec- 
ticut, Or to Fort Edward. 

During thefe advantages on the left^ Colonel Hill 
was detached with the 91I1 regiment from Skenefbo- 
rough towards Fort Anne, in order to intercept the 

fugitives who fled along the Wood Creek, whilft ano- 
ther part of the army was employed in carrying bat- 
reaux over the falls, in order to facilitate their move- 
ment to diflodge the enemy from that poft. In that 
expedition, the Colonel was attacked by a body of 
the- enemy, confuting, as he conceived, ol fix times the 
number of his detachment, wdio finding all their ef- 
iorts in front ineffefluai to force the judicious pofi- 
rion which he had taken, aitemptedto furround the 
regiment. This alarming attempt put him under the 
ncceflity of changing his ground in the heat of a6fion. 
Nothing lefs than the mofl: perfect difclpline, fupport- 
ed b) the cooled intrepidity, could have enabled the 
regiment to execute fo - critical a movement in the 
face of the enemy, and in fiich circumdances. It was 
however performed wich fiich deadinefs and effe£f, 
rhar tlie enemy, after an attack of three hours, were' 
fo totally repulfed, and with fuch lofs. that after fet- 
ting fire to Fort Anne, they fled with the utmod pre- 
cipitation towards Fort Edward, upon the Hudfoa's 
river. 

The lofs of the royal army, in all this fervice, and 
in fo many different engagements, fome of which were 

warm, and fe^med liable to lofs, \^as very fmall. r- 

The whole in killed and wounded, not much exceed- 
imy two hundred men.' 

Su:h was the rapid torrent of fuccefs, which fwept 
every thing away before the northern army in its out- 
fet. k is not to be wondered at, if both officers and 

private 
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private men were highly elevated with theiri fortune, 
and deemed that and their prowefs to be irrefiftabie, • 
itthey regarded their entmy with the greateh con- 
tempt, conlidered their own toils to be nearly at'^'an 
end, Albany to be already in their hands ; and the rc- 
duftion of the northern provinces to be rath'er a mat* 

,ter of fome time, than an ardous talk full of difficulty 
and danger. 

At home, the joy and exultation was extreme nor 
only at court, but with all thofe who hoped or wilhed 
the unqualified fiihjugation, and the unconditional fub* 
miffion of the colonics. The lofs m reputation was 
greater to the Americans, and capable of more fa- 
tal confequcnces, than even that of ground, or pelfs, 
of artillery, or of men. All the coutempiucus and 
moll degrading charges which had been made by their 
enemies, of their wanting the refoiution and ivbthties 
of men, even in the defence of wliatevcr was dear to' ' 
them, wmre now repeated and belfevcd. Thole who 
ftill regarded them is mtn,and who had not yet loll 
all aiTeftion to them as brethren,’; who a!fo retained 
hopes that a happy reconciliation upon conhitution'- 
a! principles, withour ftcrificing the dignity, or the jull 
authority of government on the one fide, or aderciic-i’ 
ticn of the rip'b'rs of freemen on the other, was not 
even now impoffible, notwithffanding their favourable 
difpofuions in generaL could not help feeling upon this 
occafion, that the Amcrirauc funk not a little in tltcir 
clfimation. It’was not difficult to dilfufe an opini' n, 
that the war in clFeff wms over ; and that any lurthcr ^ 
refiftance would ferve only to render the terms of 
their fubmiffion the worfe. Such were fome of the 
immediate effe(5fs of rlic lofs of thofe grand keys of 
Jf^rth America, Ticondsrago, and the lakes. 

The 
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The Americans were in this ftilc degraded both by 
the tories and others, who were either lukewarm ia 
the caufe of liberty, or from felfilh confiderations wilh> 
ed a total redu6Hon of the colonies. But the tri> 
tjmphing of the wicked is fhort ; matters were not 
long in taking a retrogadc turn, and all this triumph 
was changed into forrpw and mourning. 

General Burgoyne continued for fome days with 
the army partly at Skenclborough, and partly fpread 
in the adjoining country. They were under the nc- 
cefiity of waiting for the arrival of tents, baggage, and 
proyifions. In the mean time, no labour was fpared 
in opening roads by the way of Fort Anne, forad- 
■vancing againfl: the enemy. Equal induftry was ufed 
in clearing the Wood Creek from the obhacles of fal- 
len trees, funken (tones, and other impediments which 
had been laid in the way by the enemy, in order to o- 
pen a palTage for batteaux, for the conveyance of artil- 
lery, (tores, provifions, for camp equipage- Nor was 
lefs diligence ufed at Ticonderago, iii the carrying of 
gun- boats, provifions, veffels, and batteaux, over land 
into Lake George. Thcfe were all laborious works, 
but the fpirit of the army was at that time fuperior to 
toil or danger. • i 

General Schuyler was at Fort Edward upen the 
Hudfon’s fiver, where he was endeavouring tocollcft 
the militia, and had been joined by St. Clair with the 
wretched remains of his army, who had taken a round 
about march of feven days through the woods, in 
which, from the exceeding badnefs of the weather, 
with the want of covering, provifions, and all manner 
of neceffaries, they had fuffered the moft extreme mi- 
fery. Many others of the fugitives had alfo arrived, 
but fo totally broken down, that they were nearly as 

' deftitui;c 
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deftitute of arms, ammunition, and all the materials 
of war, as they were of vigour, hope, and fpirit, to 
life them with effeft. 

Although the diredl diftancefromFort Anne, where 
the batteaux navigation on Wood Creel: determined, 
or even from Skenefborough, to Fort Edward, was 
no greater, than what in England would be confidcr- 
ed as a moderate ride of cxercife, yet fuch is the fa* 
vage face, and imprafticable nature of the country, 
and fuch were the artificial difficulties which the in^^ 
duftry of the enemy had thrown in the wayj that the 
progrefs of the army thither, was a work of much 
preparation, time, and labour. It will fcarccly be be- 
lieved in after times, and may now be received with 
difficulty in any other part of the world, that it coll 
an adive and fpirited army, without an enemy in force 
to impede its progrefs, not many fewer days in paffing 
from one part to another of a country, than the dif- 
tance, in a dlrcft line, would hrve meafured miles, yet 

fuch, however extraordinary, is the faft. Befides 

that the country was a wildernefs in almoft every part 
of the paflage, the enemy had cut large timber trees 
in fuch a manlier, on both fides of the road, as to fall 
acrofs and lengthways, with their branches interw'o- 
yen ; fo thfit the troops had (everal layers of thefc 
frequently to remove, in places where they could not, 
poffibly take any other direftion. The face of thp 
country was likewife fobroken with creeks and roarfli- 
es, that in that ffiort fpace they had no lefs than forty 
bridges to conftruft,befides others to repair ; and one 
of thefe was of log-work over a morafs two miles in 
extent. All thefc toils and difficulties were encoun- 
tered and overcome by the troops with their ufual 
piritand alacrity. The enemy were too wc^k, too 
; ‘ much 
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much dirpirited, iind probably too much afraid of the 
Indians, to add \Try maieri'ally^d thefe difficulties.'~r^ 
Some Ikirinifliincf and firing there Was, however, on ‘ 
every day’s march, in which, as uiual, they conllantly 
came off lofers. . ^ 

’ It is true, that General Burgoync might have a- 
ddpted another route to Hudfo'ii’s 'river, by which 
mod of thefe particular difficulties would have been* 
avoided, . By returning down the South river to t i- 
co*riderago, he might again have enibarked the army 
on Lake George, and proceeded to the fort which 
takes itj name, and lies at its head, from whence there 
is a waggon road to' Fort Edward.' To this' it was 
objc(ffeJ, and probably wdih reafon, that a retrogadc 
motion in the height of victory,. would tend greatly 
to abate that panic with whicli the enemy were con- 
founded and overwhelmed ; that it would even cool 
the ardour, and check the animation of the troops, to, 
call them off from* the profccution of their filccefs to 
a cold and fpiriilefs voyage ; and that their ‘expedi- 
tion would undoubtedly be checked by the rcfiliarVce 
jfnd delay which they nuift * expciff at Fort Gebt^ge ; 
\^hcreas when' the garrifon perceived that the army 
was marchiii-T in a dirc<ffian‘, which was likely to cue 
oil their retreat, tlicy would undoubtedly conlult their 
fafeiy'in time by abandoning the poff. • 

^'The enemy abandoned 'Fort Ldward, and retired to 
•Saratoga, 'at the approach of the royal army, wbich^ 
i fbin.ihc impediments w’e have feen in the niarcli, was 
irot'iiiltil the end of July. The enthuiiafm of the ar- 
,my, as well as of the General, upon their arrival on 
the.HuJfoa’sTiVcr, which had been fo long the obje6I 
of their hopes’ and wiflies,' may be better conceived 
than deforibed. * As tlie enemy, byprevioufly aban- 
; ' , doning 
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doning Fort George, and burning their vefiels, had 
left the lake entirely open, a great embarkation of 
provifions, Hores, and necelTarics, was already arriv- 
ed at that pod from 1 iconderago. The army wa? ac- 
cordingly fully and immediately employed, in tratf- 
porting thofe articles, with artillery, batteaux, and 
fuch other matters as they judged neceflary for the 
profecution of their future meafures, from Fort 
George to Hiidfon’s river. 

Nothing could exceed the adoniflrment and terror, 
tvhich the lofs of I'iconderago, and its immediate con- 
fequences, fpread throughout the New England pro- 
vinces. The General’s manifeflo, in which he cif- 
playcd the powers and numbers of the favages, added 
perhaps to the efted. It was remarkable, however, 
that in the midft of ali thefe difaders, and cor.fcquen: 
terrors, no fort of difpofiiion tofubm't appeared in 
any quarter. 

The -New England governments in particular, rho’ 
mod immediately menaced, did not fiiik under their 
apprchenfion of the cotnm.on danger. They, as well 
as the Congrefs, afted with vigour and firmnefs iu 
their efforts to repel the enemy. Arnold, whom ' 
■tt'e have lately feen at the engagement at Danbury, 
was immediately fent to the reinforcement of ta i 
northern army, who carried with him a train of anil- , 
lery, which he rccived from Wadiington. On his ar- 
fival he drew the Atuerican troops back from Sarato- 
ga to Still Water, u central ihuation between that 
place and the mouth of the Mohawk river, where i;. 
fails into Hudfoa’s. This movement was to be the 
nearer at hand to check the progrefs of Colonel St. 
Leeer, who was now advancing upon the former of 
thefe rivers. liis .'"orccs were daily incrcafed thro.’’ 

the 
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the outiTges of the favages, who, notwithftanding 
the regulations and endeavours^p£General Burgoync 
Were too prone to the exepc}fi^;bMWi*ufual cruel- 
ties, to be efFeftually rdtraihed by any-mcans. The 
friends of the royal cahfe, as well as its enemies, were 
equally viftims to their iridifcriminate rage. Among 
other inftances of this nature, the murder of Mifs 
M'Crea, which hafppened fome fmall time after, 
ftruck every bread with horror.^^ — ^ — Every circum- 
flance of this, horrid tranfaftion ferVed to render it 
more calamitous and afflifting. The young lady -is 
reprefented to have been Ih^all the innocence of youth 
and bloom of beamy. Her father was laid to be deep- 
ly intereded in the royal caufe ; and to win'd up the 
cataftrophe of this odious tragedy* die was to be mar- 
ried to a Britifli officer the very day that die was 
madacred. 

This tragedy will dand as a deep blot in the annals 
of the prelcut government as long as the fun revolves 

in his courfe around this terredrial globe. Thh 

maflacre, and others its concomitants, will in fome fu- 
ture reckoning make that coward tremble who is faid 
to have given it fanflion by the authority of his maf* 
ter on this fide the Atlantic ; and that hero which 
beaded great things in his fanguinary proclamations, 
will find the ghods of innocents haunt him when the 
weapons of warfare are buried in peace. 

Occafion was thence taken to exafperate the peo- 
ple, and to blacken the royal party and army. Peo- 
ple were too apt to jumble promifeuoufly, and to place 
in one point of View, the cruelty of thefe barbarians, 
and the canfe in which they were exerted. They e* 

' qiially execrated both. Whild they abhorred and 

deteded that army Which fubmitted to accept of fuch 

an 
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an aid, they loudly condemned and reprobated that 
government, which could call fuch auxiliaries into a 
civil conteft: ; thereby endeavouring, as they faid, not 
to fubdue but to exterminate a people whom they afi 
fefted to Confider, and pretended to reclaim as fub* 
je£ts» General Gates, in the courfc of thefe traufac- 
tionSj Was not wanting by fevcral publications to ag- 
gravate and inflame the pi<flure ofthefe cxcefles ; and' 
■with no fmall effe^f. 

By this means, the advantages expe^led from 
the terror that was conflantly excited by thde fa- 
tage auxiliaries were not only counterafted j but this 
terror rather, it may be thought* produced a dirc6fly 
contrary effeft. The inhabitants of the open and 
frontier countries had’ no choice of a 61 ing ; they had 
no means of fecurity left, but by abandoning their 
habitations, and taking up arms* Every man faw the, 
necelTity of becoming a temporary foldier, not only 
for his own fecurity, but for the protefiion and de- 
fence of thofe connections which are dearer than life 
itfelf. Thus an army Was poured forth by the woods* 
mountains, and marflies, which in this part were 
thickly fown with plantations and villages* The A- 
mericans recalled thelr^cduragc ; and when their re- 
gular army feemed’tb’bc entirely wafted, the fpirit of 
the country produced a much greater and more for- 
midable force. 

In the mean time, the army under General Bur- 
goyne, in the. neighbdurhoatof Fort Edward, began 
to experience thofi^,,diffictilucs, which increafedas it 
farther advanced, ifiitll tliy at length became infur- 
mountablc. From the ^th of July, to the 15th of 
Auguft, the army was continually employed, and eve- 
ry pofTiblc mcafure lifti). for the bringing forward of 
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batteaux, proviCons, and ammunition from Fort 
George to the firll navigable part of Hudfon’s river, 
a .diftance of about i8 miles. The toil was exceffivc, 
in this fervice, and the effect in no degree equivalent 
to the cxpcnce of labour and time. '1 he roads were 
in fome parts fteep, and in others required great re- 
pairs. Of the horfes which had been fupplied by 
cone raft in Canada, through the various delays and 
accidents attending fo long and intricate a combina- 
tion of pafTage by land, and carriage by water, not 
more than one third was yet arrived. The induflry 
of the General had been able to colleft no more than 
50 teams of oxen, in all the country through whichhe 
had marched, or in this in whichhe atprefent fojourn- 
cd. Thefc refources were totally inadequate to the 
purpofes of fupplying the army with provifions for its 
current confuraption, and to the eflabliflimcnt at the 
fame time of fuch a magazine as w ould enable it to 
profecute the further operations of the campaign.— 
Kxceeding heavy rains added to all thefe" difEculties ; 
and the impediments to the fcrvice were fo various 
and ftubborn, that after the utmoH: exertion for fif- 
teen fucreflive days, there was not above four days 
provifions in (lore, nor above ten batteaux in the 
Hudfon’s River. 

In thefe embarraffing and diftreffing circumftances, 
the General received intelligence, that Colonel St. 
I.eger had arrived before, ^qnd was condufting hiso- 
perations againft Fort Stanwix. ^ He inftantly and 
juftiy conceived, that a rapid movement forward at 
this critical junfture, would be of the utmoft import- 
ance. If the enemy proceeded up the Mohawk, and 
that St. Lcger fucceeded, he would be liable to get 
between two fires > or at any rate, General Burgoyne's 

army 
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army would get between him and Albany, fo tliat he 
mufl; either (land an aftion, or by paffmg the Hudfon’s 
River, endeavour to fecurc a retreat higher up to the 
New England provinces. If, on the other hand, he 
abandoned Fort Stanwix to its fate, and fell back to 
Albany, the Mohawk country would of couifc be en- 
tirely hiid open, the junction with St. Leger eflabliflt- 
ed, and the combined army at liberty and Icifure to 
preferibe and chufe its future line of operation. 

The propriety of the movement was evident ; but 
the difficulty lay, and great indeed it was, in finding 
means to carry the defign into execution. To main- 
tain fuch a conlmunication with Fort George during 
the whole time of fo extenfive a movement, as would 
afford a daily fupply of provifion to an army, whilft. 
its diftance was continually increafing, and its courfe 
liable to frequent variations, was obvioufly impraftica- 
ble. The army was too weak to afford a chain of 
ports for fuch an extent : continual efcorts for every , 
feparatc fupply, would be a ftill greater drain ; and , 
in either cafe, the enemy hadabody of militia within 
a night’s march at White Creek, lurtlcicnt to break 
the line of communication. 

Some other lource of fupply was therefore to be 
fought, or the defign to be dropped, and the prof- 
peft of advantage which it prefented totally reliuquifli- 
ed. Ihe enemy reeeived large fupplies of live cat- 
tle from the New England provinces, which parting 
the upper part of the Conne^licut river, took the 
route of Mancherter, Arlington, and oiher^parts of 
the New Hamplltire grants, a traftof land difputedbc-! 
tv'cen that province and New York, until they were 
at length dcpofitcd at Bennington, horn whence they 
were conveyed as occafion required to the rebel ar- 
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my. Bennington lies between the forks of the Ho- 
fick River, before their obtaining that name, and with- 
out being touched by either, and not 20 miles to the 
caftward of Hudfon’s ; a place fo obfcure, and fo in- 
capable from fiiuation of being otherwife, that nothing 
but the prefent troubles could have called it into no- 
tice. It was however at this time, befidcs being a 
(lore for cattle, a depofit for large quantities of corn, 
and other nccelTaries ; and what rendered it an ob- 
ject of particular attention to the royal army, a large 
number of wheel carriages, of which they v(fcrc in par- 
ticular want, were alfo laid up there. This place 
was guarded by a body of militia, which underwent 
. fuch frequent changes that its number was ncceflarily 
tincertain. 

The General faw that the poffeffion of this depo- 
fit, would at once remove all the impediments that rc- 
llrained the operations of the army, and enable him 
to proceed dirc£fly in the profecution of his defign. — 
He accordingly laid a feheme to furprize the place, 
and entrufting the execution of it to the German Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Baum, who had been immediately fc- 
le^ted, and was then preparing to condu^f an expedi- 
tion rending to fimilar purpofes, towards the borders 
of the Conne£Hcut River. 

The force allotted to this fcrvice amounted to about 
^00 men, confiding of about 200 of Reidcfel’s dif- 
mounted German dragroons, Captain Frazer’s raarkf- 
men, the Canada volunteers, a party of provincials, 

‘ who were perfeftly acquainted with xhe country, and 
about a hundred Indians ; the corps carried with them 
two light pieces of anillcfy. 

In order to facilitate this operation, and to be rea- 
take advantage of its fuccefs, the army moved 
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■up the cad (hore of Hudfon’s River, where it encamp- 
ed nearly oppofite to Saratoga, having at the fame time 
thrown a bridge of rafts over, by which the advanced 
corps were paffed to that place. At the fame time 
Lieutenant Colonel Breyman’s corps, confiding of the 
Brunfwick grenadiers, light infantry, and ChalTeurs, 
were ported at Batten Kill, in order if necell'ary to fup- 
port'Baum. 

The latter in his march fell in with a party of the 
enemy who were efcorting fome cattle and provifions, 
both of which he took with little difficulty, and fent 
back to the camp. The fame fatal impediment which 
retarded all the operations of the army, viz. the want 
of horfes and carriages, concurred with the badnefs 
of the roads in rendering Baum’s advice fo tedious, 
that the enemy were well informed of the defign, 
and had time to prepare for his reception. Upon 
his approach to the place, having received inteili- 
g ence that the enemy were too ftrong to be attacked 
by his prefent force with any profpeft of fuccefs, he 
took a tolerable good port near santcoick mills on 
the nearer branch of what comes afterwards the Ho- 
fick River, which is there called Walloon Creek, and 
at about four miles dillance from Bennington ; dif- 
patching at the fame time an exprefs to the General 
with an account of his fituation. 

Colonel Breyman was accordingly difpatched from 
Batten-Kill to reinforce Baum. 'lhat evil fortune 
now began to appear, which for fome time after con- 
tinued to fweep every thing before it. Breyman was 
fo overlaycd by bad weather, fo funk and embarraf- 
fed in bad roads, and met with fitch delays from the 
wcaknefs and tiring of horfes, and the difficulty of paf- 

fing 
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fmg the artillery carriages, through a country fcarce- 
ly prafticable at any time, and nov/ rendered much 
■worfc by the continual rain, that he was from eight 
in the morning of the lyth of Augufl:, to four in the 
afternoon of the fame day, notwithltanding .every pof- 
fiblc exertion of men and officers, in getting forward 
about twenty-four miles. 

General Starke, who commanded the militia at 
Bennington, determined not to wait for thejunftion 
,of the two parties, advanced in the morning, whilll 
Breyman was yet flruggling with the difficulties ofhis 
march, to attack Baum in his poll, which he had en- 
trenched, and rendered as defenfible as time and its 
nature would permit. The loyal provincials who 
,were along with him were fo. eager in their hopes to 
find what they wiffied to be real, that when the ene- 
my were furrounding his po.^ on all fidcs, they for 
feme time perfuadeJ him, that they were bodies of 
armed friends who were coming to his affiflance. — . 
The Colonel foon difeovered their error, and made a 
brave defence. His fmall works being a: length car- 
ried on every fide, and his two pieces of cannon tak- 
en, mod of the Indians, with fevcral of the provinci- 
als, Canadians, aud Britiffi markfmen, efcaped in the 
woods. The German dragoons dill kept together, 
and when their ammunition was expended were brave- 
ly led by their Colonel to charge with their fwords. — . 
They were foon overwhelmed, and the furvivors, a- 
mong whom was their wounded Colonel, were made 
prifoners. 

Breyman, W'ho had the hard fortune not to receive 
the fmallcfl; information of this engagement, arrived 
near the fame ground about four in the afternoon, 
where in'lcad of meeting his friends, he found his' de- 
tachments 
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tachmcnts attacked on al! fidcs by the enemy. Not- 
withllanding the feverc fatigue they had undergone, 
his troops behaved with great vigour and refolution, 
and drove the Americans in the beginning from two 
or three different hills, from which they had ports.—* 
They' were however at length overpowered, and their 
ammunition being unfortunately expended, although 
each foldicf had brought otn forty rounds in his pouch 
they were obliged with great rciu^ance to abandon 
the two pieces of artillery they had brought with 
them, and to retreat in the belt manner they could j. 
a circumftance to which the latenefs of the evening 
was very favourable. * 

The lofs of men furtained by thefe two engage* 
ments could not be Icfs than five or fix hundred, of 

whom however, the greater part were prifoners 

But this was not the only or the grcaceil lofs. T he 
reputation and courage which it afforded to the mili- 
tia to find that they were able to defeat regular for- 
ces ; that neither Englilhmcn nor Germans were in- 
vincible, nor invulnerable in their impreflions ; and 
the hope and confidence excited by the artillery, and 
other trophiesof viftory, were of much greater confe- 
qutince. This 'was the firff: turtt which fortune had 
taken in favour of the Americans in the northern 
war fince fome time before the death ofMontgoine- 
ry ; misfortune had fucceeded misfortune, and defeat 
had trod upon. the heel of defeat, fmee that period. 
This was the firll inftance in the prefent campaign, in 
which (he feemed even wavering, much lefs that fhe 
for a moment quitted the royal ftandard. The cKuit- 
ation was accordingly great on the one lidc ; nor 
could th? other avoid feeling fome damp to that ca* 
3,.; gerncis^ 
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cernefs of hope, and rcceiTing fome check to that af 
fured confidence of fuccefs which an uumixed feries of 
fortunate ctents inull naturally excite* 

St. Leger’s attempt upon Fort Stanwix, (now nam- 
ed by the Americans Fort Schuyler) was loon after 
its commencement favoured by a luccefs lo fignal, as 
would in other cafes, and a more fortunate Icaion, 
have been decicive as to the fate of altronger and 
much more important fortrefs. General Haikiner, a 
leadin'^ man of that country, was marching at the head 
of eight or nine hundred of the Tryou county iniliiia, 
with a convoy of provifions, to the relief ot the fort. 
St. Leger, well aware of the danger of being attacked 
in his trenches, and ofwithftanding the whole weight 
of the garrifon in fome particular, and probably weak 
point at the fame inftant, and equally well nnderftand- 
ing the kind of fcrvice for which the Indians were pe- 
culiarly calculated, judicioufly detached Sir John 
Johnfon with fome regulars, the whole or parr of his 
own regiment, and the favages, to lie in ambufli in the 
woods, and intercept the enemy upon their march. 

It fiionld feemby the conduft of the militia and their 
leader, that they were not only totally ignorant of al! 
military duties, but that they had evennever heard by 
report of the nature of an Indian war, or of that pe- 
culiar fcrvice in the woods, to which from its nature 
and fituaiion their country was at all times liable. ■ 
Without an examination of their ground, without 2 
rcconnoitering or flanking party, they plunged blindly' 
into the trap that was laid for their dellruftion. Be- 
ing thrown into fudden and ineveitable diforder, by a 
near and heavy fire on almoft all ndfes, it was complet- 
ed by ibe Indians, who inftantly purfuing their fire, 
yulhed in upon their broken ranks, and made a moft 
' dreadful 
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dreadful daughter amongft them with their fpears and 
hatchets, Notwithftanding their want of conduft, , 
the militia diewed no want of courage in their deplor- 
able fituation. In the midft offuch extreme danger, 
and fo bloody an execution, rendered ftill more terri- 
ble by the horrid appearance and demeanour of the 
principal a^ors, they rccollefted themfelves fo far ai 
to recover an advantageous ground, which enabled 
them after to maintain a fort of running fight, by which 
about one third of their number was preferred. 

The lofs was fuppofed to be on their fide about 400 

hilled, and half that number prifoaers. It was 

thought of the greaterconfequence, as almod all thofe 
who were confidered as the principal leaders and in- 
Aigaters of rebellion in that country were now de- 
Aroyed. The triumph and exultation were accord- 
ingly great, and all oppofiiion from the militia in that 
country was luppofed to be at an end. The circum- 
Aance of old neighbourhood and per fonal knowledge 
between many of the parties in the prefent rage and 
animofity offaftion, could by no mean, be favourable 
to the extenfion of mercy ; cvenfuppofmg that it might 
have been otherwife praftifed with prudence and fafe- 
•ty, at a time when the power of the Indians was ra- 
ther prevalent, and that their rage was iraplacablel 
For according to their computation and ideas of lofs, 
the favages had purchafed this viftdry exceedingly 
dear, 33 of their number having been llain, and 29 
wounded, among whom were feveral of their principal 
leaders, and of their diAinguiAied and favourite war- 
riors. This lofs accordingly rendered them fo difeon- 
tented, intraftable, and ferocious, that the fervice was 
greatly affefted by their ill difpofuion. The unhappy 
prifoners were however its firA objefts j moA of whom 
'» T t they 
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they inhumanly butchered in cold blood. . The New 
Yorkers, rangers, and other troops, were not with- 
out lofs in this aftion. 

On the day, and probably during the time of this 
engagement, the garrifon, hating recived intelligence 
of the approach of their friends, endeavoured to 
make a divcrfion in their favour, by a vigourous and 
well conduAed fally, under the direftion of Colonel 
Willet, their fecond in command. Willet conduced 
his bufinefs with ability and fpirit. He did confidera- 
blc mifehiet in the camp, brought off fome trophies 
no inconfiderable fpoii, fome of which confifled of 
ariicles that were greatly wanted, a few prifoners,and 
returned with little or no lofs. He afterwards under* 
took*, in company with another ofEcer, a much more 
perilous expedition. They paffed by night through 
tlie beficgers works, and in contempt of the danger 
and cruelty of the favages, made their way for 50 
miles through pathlefs woods, and unexplored moraf* 
fes, in order to raife the country and bring relief to 
the fort. Such an action demands the praife even 
of an enemy. 

Colonel Si. Leger left no means untried to profit 
of his viiflory by intimidating the garrifon. He fenr 
verbal and written inefl'ages, ftating their hopelefs 
fiiuation, the utter deflruftion of their friends, the im- 
poflibility of their obtaining relief, as General Bur- 
goyiie, after defiroying every thing in his way, was - 
now at Albany receiving the fubmiffion of all the ad- 
joining counties, and by prodigioufly magnifying his . 

own force. He reprefented, that in this_ Hate of 

things, if through an incorrigible obflinacy, they 
fhould continue a hopelefs and fruitkfs defence, they 
wouidj.accordjng to lite practice of the mod civilized. 

natio.is,i. 
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,'uarions, be cut ofFfrom all conditions, and every hope 
of mercy. But he particularly dwelt upon the pains 
he had taken in foftening the rage of the Indians for 
'their late lofs, and obtaining from them lecurity, that 
in cafe of an immediate furrender of the fort, every 
man of the garrifon Ihould be'fpaied ; whiKI on the 
other hand they declared with themoft bitter execra- 
tions, that if they met with any ‘^further refinance, 

- they would not only maffacre the garrifon, but that 
every man, woman, and child, in the Mohawk coun- 
try would necefiarilyi and however againft his will, 
jfall facrifices to the fury of the favages. This point 
he faid he preffed e-ntirely on the fcore of humanity ; 
he pfomifed on his part, in cafe of an Immediate fur- 
Tender,‘cvcry attention which -a humane and gene- 
.I'ous enemy could give-. ' ^ 

The Governor, Colonel Ctnfevort, behaved 
■with great firmtiefs. He replied, that he had been 
■ entrufted with the charge of that gardfon by the tJ- 
nited States '■-of America 5 that he would defend the 
tru.l committed to' his care at every hazard, and to 
'thci utmuft extremity ; and that he neither thought ' 
himfelf accountable lor, nor Ihould he at all concern 
dtimfelfabout any confeqiiences that attended the dil- 
'ebarge of his duty. It was flirewdly remarked in-tlie 
•for't,'that half -'the pains would notkave been taken to 
■dlfplay the force immediately without, or the fuccefs 
at a dillance, if they bore any proportion at all to the 
magnitude in which'they were reprefented. 

' The Britilh commander was much difappointed in 
■the ftatc of the fort. It was ftronger, in better con>- 
dition, and much better defended chan he expefted. --- 
After great labour in bis approaches, he found his ar- 
•lille'ry deficient, being infufficient in weight to make 

attj" 
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any confiderablc imprciSon. The only remedy was 
to bring his approaches fo near that they muft take 
cfFeft j which he fet about with the greateft diligence. 

In the mean time, the Indians continued fulien and in- 
ti aftable. Their late Ioffes might have been cured 
by certain advantages •, but the misfortune was, they 
had yet got no plunder, and their profpeft of getting 
any feemed to grow every day fainter. It is the pe- 
culiar charafteriilic of that people, to exhibit in cer- 
tain inftanccs degrees of courage and perfevcrence, 
which Ihock reafon and credibility, and to betray in 
others the greateft irrefolution and timidity ; with a 
total want of that conftancy which might enable them 
for any length of time to ftruggle with difficulty. 

Whi’.ft the commander was carrying on his opera- 
tions with the utmoft induftry, the Indians received a 
flying report that Arnold was coming with a thoufand 
men to relieve the fort. The commander endeavour- 
ed to hearten them, by promifing to lead them him- ' 
felf, to bring all his beft troops into aftion, and by car- 
rying their leaders out to mark a field of battle, and 
the flattery of confulting them upon the intended plan 
of operation. Whilft he w’as thus endeavouring tp 
foothe their temper, and to revive their flagging fpi- 
rits, other fcouts arrived with intelligence, probably 
contrived in part by themfelves, which firft doubled, 
and afterwards trebled the number of the enemy, 
with the comfortable addition, that Burgoyne’s army 
was entirely cut to pieces. The Colonel returned to 
the camp, and called a council of their chiefs, hoping 
that by the influence which Sir John Johnfon, and thp 
fuperintendants Claus and Butler had over them, they 
might ftill be induced to make a ftand. He was dif- 
appointed- A part of the Indians decan^ped whilft 

the, 
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the council was fitting, and the remainder threatened 
peremptorily to abandon him, if he did not immedi« 
atcly retreat. 

Auguft 2 2d. The retreat was of courfe precipi- 
tate ; or it was rather, in plain terms, a flight, attend- 
ed with difagreeable circamftances. The tents, with 
moft of the artillery, ftorcs, tell into the hands of the 
garrifon. It appears by the Colonel’s own account 
that he was apprebenfiye of danger from the fury of 
his favage allies, as he could from the refentment of. 
his declared American enemies. It alfo appears from 
the fame authority, that the Mcirafages, a nation of 
lavages to the weft, plundered feveral of the boats be- 
longing to the army. By the American accounts, 
which are in part confirmed by others, it is faid that 
they robbed the officers of their baggage, and of eve- 
ry other article to which they took any liking ; and 
the army in general of their provifions. They alfo 
fay, that at 'a few miles diftance from the camp, they 
firft flripped of their arms, and afterwards murdered 
with their own bayonets all thofe Britifh, German, 
and American foldiers, who from an inability to keep 
op, fear, or any other caufe, were feparated from the 
maiq body. 

'fhe ftate of the faft w'ith refpeft to the intended re- 
lief of the fort is, that Arnold had advanced by the 
way of Half Moon up the Mohawk River 2000 men 
for that purpofe ; and that for the greater expedition, 
he had quitted the main body, and arrived by forced 
marches through the woods, with adetachment of 90a. 
at the fort, on the 24th on the evening, two days af- 
ter the fiegc had been raifed. So that upon the 

whole, the intraftahlenefs of the Indians, with their 
watchful apprehenfions pf danger, probably faved 
■ them 
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then' from a chaftifemenr, which would not ,h3S» 
been tenderly adminiflered. r 

Nothing could have been more untoward -in the 
prefent fituaiion of affairs, than the unfortunate ifluc 
of this expedition. The Americans reprefeu ted this* 
and the affair at Bennington as a great and glorious; 
viftories. Nothing cuold exceed their exultation and 
confidence. Ganfevort and Wilier, with General 
Starke and Colonel Warner, who had commanded 
at Bennintgori, were ranked amon^fl thofe who were 
confidered as the faviours of their country. , The 'nor* 
them militia began now to dook high, and to forger 
all diftin£Hons between themfclvcs and regular troops* 
As this confidence, Gpinion, and pride increafed,' the 
apprehenfion ^of General Burgoyne’s. army of courfc 
declined, until it foon becanie to be talked of with inV 
difference aud contempt, and even -its fortune to - be 
publicly prognoflicate-d. - In the mean time. General 
Gates, on whofe xondudl and ability; it 'appears the 
Americans had placed nruich reliance*, arrived to take, 
the command -of the army ; an-* event which gave a 
new fpur to their exertion, and afforded an additionai 
fuppori .to theirhopes. The arrival of.Ga^es enabled 
Arnold, who dill held the next place in every thing to 


the commander in’ chief, and between whom it ■ iap- 
pears the mod' perfect harmony prevailed, |o fet out 
on that expedition to Fort Stanwix, wdiich has bex® 
jud 'relatecH . ‘ ‘ ' 

‘ ‘During this time. General Bnfgoyne continued -m 
his camp on the eadern fliore of the Hudfoh’s RiverJ 
neatly oppofitc to Saratoga, where he ufed tKe mod 
unremitting indndry" and '■'crfeverence, in bringing 
dores and provilTons forward from Fort George. ‘ '’As 
a fwell of the water occafioned by great rains had car: 

^ ried 
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ried away his bridge of rafts, he threw another, of 
boats, over the river at the fame place. Having ar 
length by good mauagemant obtained and brought 
forward about thirty days provifion, with other ne- 
cclTary (lores, he took a refolution oipaffing the Hud« 
fon’s River, with the army, which he accordingly car- 
ried into execution towards the middle of September,, 
and encamped on the heights and in the plain of Sa- 
ratoga, the enemy being then in the neighbourhood 
of Still Water. 

Though this meafure of paffing the Hudfon’s river, 
has not only been a fubjefl of much difeuffign at home 
but alfo ot parliamentary enquiry ; yet as it dill lies 
open, without any decilion on its merits, and that the 
General’s inftruftionsarehot publicly known, nor per- 
haps all his motives thoroughly underflood, we fliall 
not prefume to form any opinion upon the queftion. 
It will be fufficient to obferve, that in his letter to the 
American Minifterhe fays. That he thinks it a duty 
of juflice to take upon himfelf the meafure of having 
palTed the Hudfon’s River, in order to force a pafTage 
to Albany. And that he did not think himfelfauthor- 
ized to call any men into council, when the peremp- 
tory tenor of his orders, and the feafon of the year, 
admitted of no alternative. He alfo gives, in a fub- 
fequentpart of the fame letter, the following (late of 
his reafoning, at a time when the army was'in very 
critical and hazardous circumflances. “ The expedi- 
lion 1 commanded was evidently meant at firfl to be 
hazarded. Circumftances might requre it fhould lie 
devoted; a critical juuiflion of Mr Gates’s force with' 
Mr Wafhington might polhbly decide the fate of the 
war; the failure ofmy junftion with Sir Harry Clin* 
•on-, or thc-lofs of my retreat to Canada, could only 

be 


Digitized by Google 



HIStORt O# 


3J< 


fit), t^iy 


be a partial misfortune.” Whether his retreat was 
at this period quite praflicable, even if his orders 
had not been to advance at all hazard?, is uncertain. 

Such it feemswere the principles of the Generars 
conduft in fome of the fucceeding events. As the ar-' 
my advanced along the river towards the enemy, they 
• found the country very imprafticable, being covered 
with thick woods, and a continual repair of bridges 
necefl'ary. Being at length arrived in the front of 
the enemy, fome woods only of no great extent inter- 
vening, the General put himfelf at the head of the 

Britilh line which cotnpofed the right wing. That 

wing was covered by General Frazer and Colonel 
lireyman, with the grenadiers, and light infantry of 
the army, who kept along fome high grounds which 
commanded its right flank, being themfelves covered 
by the Indians, provincials, andCanadians, in the front 
and flanks. The left wing and artillery under the 
Majors General Philips and Reidcfel, kept along thef 
great road and meadows by the river fide. 

The enemy, being incapable from the nature of the 
country of perceiving the different combinations of the 
inarch, iflued from their camp in great force, with a 
defign of turning the right wing, and taking the Bri- 
tifli line on the flank. Being tinexpeftedly checked 
in this defign, by the ftrong pofition of General Fra- 
2cr,th.'y immediately countermarched, and the fame 
particularity of country which had occafioned their 
miftake, now operating as cfFeftually to prevent the 
difeovery, and confeqtiently the taking any advantage 
of their fubfequent movement, they direfling their 
principal effort to the left of the fame wing. 

The Britiili troops were not a little furprized at the 
boldnefs with which jhey began the attack, and the 

vigour 
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vigour and obftinacy with which it was fuftaincd) from 
three o’clock in the afternoon till after funfet. Ar- 
nold Jed on the enemy, and fought danger with an ca- 
gernefs, and intrepedity which though much in his 
charafter was at no time more eminently didinguiQi- 
ed. The enemy were, however, continually fupplied 
with frefti troops, whilft the weight of the aftion lay 
principally for a long time upon the 20th, the 2 ill, 
and6ad ngiments. It will be needlefs to fay, that 
they behaved with their ufual firmnefs aud gallantry, 
though it may not be totolly fuperfluous to obfcrve, 
that the greater part of thefe three regiments, were 
engaged for near four hours without intermifEon. 

Moft of the other corps of the army, bore aifo good 
fhare in the buGnefs of the day. The 24th regiment, 
which belonged to Frazer’s brigade, with the grena- 
diers and a part of the light infantry, were for foinc 
time brought into aflion, and charged with their ufu- 
al fpirit and bravery. Breyman’s r flemen aud fome 
other parts of his corp-, alfo did good fervice ; but 
thefe troops only afted partially and occafionally, as 
the heights on which they had been originally port- 
ed, were oftwb great importance to be totally evacu- 

Major-General Phil/ps upon firrt hearing the Gring 
made his way with Major Williams ami a part of the 
artillery through a very difhcult part of the, wood, 
and from that time rendered raprt eflential fervice. — 
It feems as if in one iurtance his prefence of mind had 
nearly faved the army, when, in the mort critical point 
cf time, he rertored the aftion by leading up the 20th 
regiment, the enemy having then a great fuperi- 
ority of fire. Though every part of the artillery 
performed almort wonders, the brave Captain Jones 

U a (wh® , 
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{who Xfas unfortunately, though glorioufly, killed) 
with his brigade, were particularly didinguiflied. — 
Major-General Reidefel alfo exerted himfelf to bring 
■up a part of the left wing, and arrived in time to^ 
charge the enemy with bravery and efFeft. Juft aa 
the light clofed, the enemy retired ; and left the roy- 
al army mailers of the field of battle. The dark- 
nefs equally prevented purfuit and prifoncrs. 

Upon the whole the royal army gained nothing but 
honour by this arduous druggie and hard-fought bat« 
tie. They had now grappled with fuch an enemy as 
they had never before encountred in America ^ and 
fuch as they were too apt to imagine it could not pro- 
duce. The flattering ideas that the Americans could 
only fight under the covert of walls, hedges, or en- 
trenchments, and were incapable of fudaininga fair and 
open confli(fl in the field were now at an end. — This 
opinion had aifo been in fome meafure lliaken in the 
fouth. Here they met with a foe who feemed as ea- 
ger for adlion, as carelefs of danger, and as indiffer- 
ent with refpeid to ground or cover as themfelves ; — 
and after a hard and clofe conted of four hours, hand 
to hand, when darknefs put an end to the engage- 
inent, the royal forces but barely kept the field, and 
the Americans only returned to the camp. 

We loll many brave men in this aftion, and it was 
not much matter of comfort that the Americans had 
loft a great number. The army lay all night on their 
arms in the field of battle, and in the morning took a 
pofiiion nearly within cannon (hot of the enemy’s 
camp, fortifying their right wing, and extending their 
left (b as to cover thofe meadows through which the 
jiver runs, and where their battcaux and hrfpitals 
Were placed. - The 47th regiment, with that of Heffe 
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Hanau, and a corps of provincials, were encamped in 
'the meadows as an additional fecurity. The enemy’s 
right was incapablei of approach, and their left was 
•too ftrongly fortified to be iniulted. 

The zeal and alacrity of the Indians began from 
this time to flacken.- Though the General com- 

plains in hit difpatches of the ill efFe«n;s of their de- 
sertion, he does not fpccify the particular time of 
their abandoning the array. This clofc and danger- 
ous fervice was by no means fuited to their difpofition, 
and the profpedt of plunder was narrowed to no- 
thing. Fidelity and honour were principles for which 
they had no terms, and of which they could frame 
no ideas. Some letters had lately pafied between 
Gates and General Burgoyne, in which bitter re- 
proaches relative to the barbarities committed by the 
lavages were thrown out by the one, and thofe charg- 
es were in general denied, and in part palliated by 

the other, The favages likewife received fome 

check on account of the murder of Mifs M*Crca. — ’ 
Upon fome or all of thefc accounts, they deferred 
■the army in the fcafon of its danger and dilf refs, when 
their aid would have been moft particularly ufeful, 
and afforded a fecond inftance within a fliorttime, of 
the little reliance that could be placed on fuch aux- 
itarics. 

A great defertion alfo prevailed amongfi the Cana- 
dians and Britilh provincials, nor docs it fccra as if the 
fidelity or fervices of thofe who remained, were 
much depended on or eftcemed. General Burgoyne 
had from the beginning, nor did it entirely forfake 
liim at this time, a firm hope of being pow'crfuliy fuc- 
flC^ured if wanted, or at any rate of being met and 
joined at Albany by a flrong force from the army at 

Flew 
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New York. He now received with great drfficuky 
a letter in cypher from Sir Harry Clinton, informing 
him of his intention to make a diverfion on the North 
River, by attacking the Fort Montgomery, and fome 
other fortreffes which the rebels had ercfted in the 
Highlands, in order to guard the palTage up that ri- 
ver to Albany. Though this diverfion fell far Ihort 
of the aid which the General cxpcftcd, he however 
hoped that it might afford effential fervicc by oblig- 
ing Gates to divide his army. He accordingly re- 
turned the melfengcr, and afterwards difpatched two 
officers in difguife, and other confidential perfons, 
all feparately and by different routes, to acquaint 
Clinton with his cxaft ftate, fituation, and condition ; 
to prefs him urgently to the immediate profecution 
of his defign ; and to inform him that he was enabled 
in point of provifion, and fixed in his determination, 
to hold his prefent pofition, in the hope of favour- 
able events, until the nth of the following month. 

In the mean time every means were ufed for forti- 
fying the camp, and flrong redoubts were erefted for 
the protefUon of the magazines and hofpitals, not on- 
ly to guard againft any fudden attacks, but for their 
feenrity in any future movement which the army 
might make in order to turn the enemy’s flank. The 
flri^teft watch on the motions of the enemy, and at- 
tention on every quarter to their own fecurity, be- 
came everyday more indifpcnfible, as Gates’s army 
was continually increafing in force by the acceffion o£ 
frefh bodies of the militia. 

The fpirit of exertion and enterprize which was 
now raifed in the New Ingland provinces, was be- 
come too general, and too much animated by fuccef-, 
to be cafily withflood a: once in all the different points • 
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pf its dir«ftion. Whilft General Burgoyne Was ful- 
ly engaged with Gates and Arnold, and found him- . 
felf immediately involved in circumftauces fufliciently 
perplexing, all his difficulties were increafed, and hi? 
iltuation was rendered much more critical and preca- 
rious, by an unexpefted encerprize of the militia from 
the other parts of New Hamplhire and the head of 
the Connefticut, totally to cut of all means of com- 
munication with Canada, by recovering the forts of 
Ticonderago and Mount Independence, and becom- 
ing again mafters, at leaft, of Lake George, 

The expedition was under the dire£Vion of Gene- 
ral. Lincoln, and the immediate execution was com- 
mitted to the Colonels Brown, Johnfion, and Wood- 
bury, with detachments of about 500 men each. r- 

They conduced their operations with fuch fecrecy 
and addrefs, that they eflcflually furprized all the om- 
pofts between the landing place at the north end of 
Lake George, and the body of the fortrefs of Ticon- 
derago. Mount Defiance, Mount Hope, the French 
lines, and a block-houfe, with 200 batteaux, an arm- 
ed Hoop, and feveral gun boats, were almoft inftantly 
taken. Four companies of foot, with nearly an equal 
number .of Canadians, and many of the officers and 
crews of the vefftls were made prifoners ; whilft they 
afforded liberty for a number of their own people, who 
were confined in fome of the works they had taken, 
and after repeated fummons to Brigadier Powel who 
commanded, and who gallantly rejefted all their pro- 
pofals, they for four days made reiterated attacks 
upon the works at Ticonderago, and Mount Indepen- 
dence ; until finding they were repulfed in every af- 
fault, and totally unequal to the fervicc, they at length 
abandoned the defign. " 
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In the beginning of 0£^obcr, General Burgoyne 
thought it expedient, frona the uncerta.Inty of his fitu- 
ation, to Icffcn the foldicrs ratios of provifvons ; a 
meafurc, which however difagreea’ulc to an army, 
was now fubmitted to with a chcarfulnefs wltich me- 
rited the highcfl regards, and did the greatefl. honors 
to the troops. Things continued in this hate until 
the yth of Oftober, when there being no appearance 
or intelligence of the expc<Tted co operations, and the 
time limited for the flay of the army in the prelent 
•camp within fotiror five days of being expired, it was 
judged advifeabie to make a movement to the ene- 
my’s left, not only to difeover whether there were 
any polhble means of forcing a pafTage, fliould it be 
judged uecefTary to advance, or of dillodging them 
for the convenience of the retreat, but alfo to cover 
a forage of the army, which was exceedingly dillrcf- 
■fed by the prefent fcarcity. 

A detachment of lyoo regular troops, with two 
twelve pounders, two howitzers, and fix fix pounders, 
were ordered to move, being commanded by the 
General in perfon, who was feconded by thofe ex- 
cellent officers, the Majors General Philips and Rcidc- 
fel, with Brigadier-General Frazer. No equal num- 
ber of men was ever better commanded, and it 
would have been difficult indeed to have matched the 

men with any equal nutnher. i he guard of tl>c 

camp upon the high grounds w<=s committed to the 
Brigadiers General Hamilton and Speight ; that of 
the redoubts and the plain near the river, to Briga- 
dier Goll. The force of the enemy immediately in 
the front of the lines, was fo much fuperior, that it 
was not thought fafe to angment the detachment bcr 
yond the number we have ftated. 

The 
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The troops were formed within three quarters of 
a mile of the enemy’s left, and the irregulars were 
pullied on through bye ways to appear as a check on 
their rear. But the further intended operations of 
the detachment were prevented, by a very hidden 
and moft rapid attack of the enemy upon the Britifli 
grenadiers, who were ported to fupport the left 
wing of the line. Major Ackland, at the head of 
the grenadiers, furtained this fierce attack with great 
refolution ; but the numbers of the enemy enabling 
■them, in a few minutes, to extend the attack along 
the whole front of the Germans, who were polled 
immediately on the right of the grenadiers, it became 
mprafticablc to move any part of that body, for the 
purpofc of forming afecond line to fupport the flank, 
where the great weight of the fire ftill fell. 

The right was ftill unengaged ; but it was foon per- 
• ceived that the enemy were marching a llrong body 
round their flank, in order to cur oft their retreat. — 
T o oppofc this bold and dangerous attempt, the light 
infantry, with a part of the 24th regiment, which 
were joined with them at that poft, were thrown into 
a fecond line, in order to recover the retreat of the 
troops into camp. 

Whilft this motion was yet in procefs, the enemy 
pufhed a frefli and rtrong reinforcement to decide the 
aftion on the left, which being totally overpowered 
by fo great a fuperiority, was compelled by dint of 
force to give way ; upon wdiich, the light infantry 
and 24th regiment, were obliged, by a very quick 
movement, to endeavour to fave that wing from being 

totally mined. It was in this movement, that the 

brave Brigadier General Frazer was monally wound- 
ed^ An ofEcer whofe lofs w'ould have been gcncral- 
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ly felt, an J hi^ place with difficulty fupplied jnacorps 
of the mofl: accompliflied ofHcers. 

The fituation of the detachment was now exceed- 
ingly critical ; bin the danger to which the lines were 
expofed were dill more alarming and ferious. Philips * 
and Reidcfel were ordered to cover the retreat, and 
ihofe troops which were neareft, or moft difengaged, 

returned as fad: as they could for their defence. - 

The troops in general retreated in good order, thb* 
very hard prefled.* They were obliged to abandon 
fix pieces of cannon. , the horfes not only being de- 
ftroyed, but mod of the brave artillery-tnen, who had 
as ufual, under ihe couda^f ot Majoj* Williams, difw 
played the utmoft (kill and ability in their profeflion, 
along with the mod undaunted refolution, being ei- 
ther killed or dangcroufly wounded. 

The enemy purfued their fuccefs with great cager^ 
nefs. The troops had fcarcc entered the camp, when 
the Americans Uormed it in different parts with un- 
common (iercenefs ; ruffling to the lines through a fe- - 
vere fire of grape (hot and fmall arms, with the utmoft ' 
fury. ~ Arnold led on the attack with his ufual impe- 
tuofity, againft apart of his entrenchments into which 
the light infantry under Lord Balcarres, with a part 
of the line, had thrown themlelves by order. He 
there met with a brave and obffinate relidanee. The 
.action continued very w’armior fomc time, each fide 
. feeming to vie with the other in ardour and perfever- 
ancc. In this critical moment of glory and danger, 
Arnold was grievoully wounded, juft as he was for- 
cing his way into, or had already entered the works. 
This could not fail to damp his party, who alter long 
vand repeated efforts were finally repulfed. 

Affairs 
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- Affairs were not fo fortunate in another quarter.-^-^ 
Colonel Breyman^ who commanded the German rc- 
ferve^ being killed, the entrenchment defended by that 
corps were carried fword in handj and they were to- 
tally routed with the lofs of their baggage, tents, and 
artillery. This misfortune was not rctfrieved, altho* 
orders for the recovery of the port were difpatrhed 
by the General ; and his relation of the tranfaftiott 
feems to imply forae blame to thofe who failed in the 
execution. Sy this means the enemy gained a dan- 
gerous opening on our right and rear. The night on- 
ly put an end to the engagement. 

It would feem that nothing could now exceed the 
diftrefs and calamity of the army. They bore it with 
that excellency of temper, and that unconquerable 
firmnefs and refolution, which are natural to, and were 
worthy of Bruifli foldiers. It was evidently impof* 
fible to continue in their prefent fauation, without 
fubmitting to i: certainty of deiiruftion on the enfuing 
day. A total change of pofition was accordingly un- 
dertaken, and as it feems to have been conceived with 
great judgment was carried into .execution during 
the night, with a degree of coolncfs, filence, order, 
and intrepidity, which has feldom been equalled, and 
will certainly never be exceeded. It was not the 
movement of awing ora part, it was a.gcnera! remove 
of the whole army, of the camp and artillery, from 
its late ground to the heights above the hofpital ; — * 
thus, by an entire change of front, to reduce the ene- 
my to a neceffity of forming an entire new difpofition. 
All this was accomplilhed in the darknefs, and under 
the doubt and apprehenfion of fuch a night, fo fatally 
uftiered in, and accompanied throughout with circuin- 
ftanccs of fuch uncommon peril, as were fulTicicnt to 
^ X X difturb 
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(Hfturb the bcfl formed mind, and to fhake the firmeft 
refolution, wiihout lofs, and what was ftill morc,with- 
olut diforder. 

Many brave men fell on this unfortunate day. The 
officers fuffered exceedingly. Several who had been' 
grievoufly wounded in the late aftion, and who dif- 
dained an abfence from any danger in which their fel- 
lows were involved, were again wounded in this.- 

Among thofc of greater note, or who were diftin- 
gnilhcd by higher rank, who fell, bcfidcs General' 
Frazer and Colonel Breyman, whom we have men- 
tioned, Sir James Clarke aid de camp to Gen. Bur- 
goyne, was mortally wounded and taken prifoner — ^ 
M'jjor Williams of rhe artillery, 'and Major Ackland' 
of the grenadiers, were alfo taken, the latter being 
wounded.. ITpon the whole, the lifts of killed and 
wounded, though avowedly imperfeft, and not inclu- 
ding the Germans, we^-e long and melancholy. 

On the next day, the army, being fenfible nothing 
lefs than a fuccefsful and decilive action could extricate, 
them from their prefent difficulties, continued without 
clTc^f, during its courfe, to offer battle repeatedly 
in their new pofition, to the enemy. They tv'ere pre- 
paring with great cooluefs, the carrying of meafures 
into execution, which were lefs dangerous,- though 
not lefs effeftual, than the attack of a brave and def- 
perate enemy, in ftrong and fortified ground. A-con- 
tinued fucccffion offkirmifhes were, how’ever, carried 
on, and thefe did not pafs without lofs on both fides.' 

In the mean time, the Britifh general difeovered^ 
that the enemy had pufhed a ftrong body forward to 
turn his right, which ifeffefted, he would have been 
completely enclofed on every fide. Nothing was left 
TO grevejat thi§ fatal cpafequeuce, but an immediate 

retreac 
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Tctreat to Saratop[a. The army accordingly began tt) 
move at nine o’clock at night j and thongti the move- 
ment was within mulket /hot of the enemy, and the 
army encumbered in the retreat with all its baggage, it 
Was made without lofs. A heavy rain which fell that 
night, and continued on the enfuing day, though it 
impeded the progrefs of the army, and increafed the 
<lifficulties of the march, ferved at the fame time to re- 
tard, and in a great meafure to prevent the purfuit of 
the enemy. In this unhappy -neceflity, the hofpital 
with the lick and wounded, was of courfe, and muft 
•have been inevitably abandoned. In this inftance as 
well as in every other which occurred in the t ourfe 
of thefe ti'anfaftions. General Gates behaved with au 
attention and humanity, to all thofe whom the for- 
tune of war had thrown into his hands, which does 
•honour to his character. 

On the fide of the Americans, the lofs in killed 
and wounded was great ; and it is fuppofed exceeded 
that of the BritHb. They, however, loft no officer 
of note ; but the Generals Lincoln and Arnold were 
both dangeroufly wounded. 

From the impediments in the march which we have 
mentioned, the army did not pafs the fords of the 
Filh Kill Creek, which lies a little to the northward 
of Saratoga, until the loth in the morning. They 
found a body of the enemy already arrived, and 
throwing up entrenchments on the heights before 
them, who retired at their approach over a ford of the 
Hudfon’s river, and there joined a greater force, 
which was ftationed to prevant the paftage of the 

Army.— — — No hope now remained but 

that of effefting a retreat, at lead as far as Fort 
^Jeorge, on the way to Canada, For ibis purpofe. 


Digitized by Google 



HISTORY OF 


A- D 1177* 


. 3 #* 

a (Jctachment of artificers under a ftrong efcort, was 
lent forward to repair the bridges, and open the road 
to Fort Edward. But they were not long departed 
from the camp, when the fudden appearance of the 
enemy in great force, on the oppolitc heights, with 
their apparent preparation to pafs the Fifli Kill, and 
bring on an immediate engagement, rendered it ne- 
celTary to recal the 47th regiment, and Frazer’s 
roarkfmen, who, with Mackey’s provincials, com- 
poled the cfcort. The workmen had only eommeneed 
the repair of the firil bridge, when they were aban- 
doned by their provmciat guard, who ran away, and 
left them to Ihift for themfeives, only upon a very 
flight attack of an inconfidcrablc party of the enemy. 
AH the force of difcipline, and all the ftubbornnefs 
derived from its moft confirmed habits, were now ne- 
eelTary to fupport even the appearance of refolution. 

The farther fbore of the Hudfon’s river, was now 
lined with detachments of the enemy, and the bat- 
teaux loaded w'ith provifions and necefiaries, which 
had attended the motions of the army up the river, 
fmee its departure from the neighbourhood of Still 
Water, were expofed, notwithflanding any proteflion 
which could poflibiy be afibrded, to the continual 
fire and attacks of thefe detachments. Many boats 
were taken, fomc retaken, and a number of men lofl; 
in the Ikirmiflics, upon thefe occafions. At length 
it W'as found that the provifions could only be pre- 
ferred by landing and bringing them up the hill to the 
camp ; a labour which was accompiifli^d under a hea- 
vy fire with difilculry and lofs. 

In thefe deplorable circumflanccs, councils of war 
were held, to confider of the poffibility of a further 
retreat. The only meafurc that carried even the ap. 

pcarancc 
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pcarance of practicability, hard, difficult, and dange- 
rous as it was, was by a night inarch to gain Fort t.d- 
•ward, the troops carrying their provifions upon their 
backs, The impoffibility of repairing the roads %nd 
bridges, and of conveying in their prefent fituation the 
artillery and carriages, were too evident to admit of a 
quedion. It was propofed to force the fords at or 
near Fort Edward. 

Whilft preparations were making for carrying thii 
forlorn and defperate refblve into execution, intelli- 
gence was received, that the enemy had already with 
great forefight, provided for every poffible mcafure, 
that could he adopted for an eicape, and that this final 
fcfort was accordingly cut off. Befidcs, being firong- 
Jy entrenched oppofitc to the fords which it was in- 
tended to pafs, they had a ftrong camp, and provided 
with artillery, on the high and rifing grounds, be* 
tween Fort Edward and Fort George ; whilft their 
parties were every where fpread along the oppofitc 
fhore of the river, to watch or intercept the motions 
of the army, and on their own, the enemy’s polls were 
fo clofe, that they could fcarccly make the fmalleft 
movement without difeovery. 

Nothing could be more deplorably calamitous, than 
;he ftate apd fituation of the army. Worn down by 
a feriesof hard tqil. inceffant efforts, and flubborn ac- 
tion ; abandoned in their utmoft neceffity and diftrefe 
by the Indians ;.yreakened by the defertion, or difap- 
pointed and difeouraged by the timidity and inef- 
ficacy of the Canadians and Provincials •, and the re- 
gular troops reduced fay repeated and heavy Ioffes, of 
many of their beft men and moft diftinguilhcd officers, 
to the number of only 3,500 effc^Uve fighting men, 
qf whom not quite 2,000 tycre Eritifh. In thefe cir- 
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.oumnances, and this ftate of weaknefs, without a pof»- 
fibiliry ot retreat, and their provifion juft exhanfted, 
xhcy were invefted by an army of tour times their 
x)wn number, whofe pofition extended three parts in 
four of a circle round them ; who refufed to fight J 
from a knowledge of their condition ; and who from 
•the nature of the ground could not be attacked in any 
part. 

^ In this hclplefs condition, obliged to lie conftantly 
on their arms, whilft a continued cannonade prevaded 
all the camp, and even rifle and grape (hot fell in ctery 
part of the lines, the Britifh troops retained their con- 
ilancy, temper, and fortitude, in a wonderful and al- 
mofl unparalleled manner. As true courage fubmitc 
with great difficulty to defpair,they flill fliiteredthcra- 
fel^cswith the hope of fuccour from their friends on 
the New York fide, or, perhaps with not Ids fervent 
wifiies, of an attack from the enemy ; thereby to quit 
all fcores at once, and cither to have an opportunity 
of dying gallantly, or extricating themCelves with hon- 
our. In the mean time, the enemy’s force was con- 
tinually increafed by the pour'mg in of the militia from 
all parts, who were all eager to partake of the glory, 
the fpoil, or the pleafurc of beholding the degradation 
of thofe whom they had fo long dreaded, and whona 
. they unhappily confidered as their moll implacably 
enemies. 

At leugth, no fuccour appearing, no rational 
ground of hope of any kind remaining, an exaft ac- 
count of the provifious was taken on the evening of 
■the 13th of Oflobcr, when it was fioiind that the 
whole flock in hand, would afford no more than three 
days bare fubfiflence for the army. A council was 
jnimediatcly called; and the Geueri^ thinking it 
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right and jufV, in a matter fo momentous to individu- 
als, as well as the whole, to obtain the general opi'- 
nion and fufFrage of the army, fo far as it could with 
propriety be collefted, invited, befides the generals 
and field officers, all the captains commanding corps 
ordivifions, to affid: at the council. The refult was, 
an unanimous determination to open a treaty and en- 
ter into a convention with General Gates. 

Gen. Gates fhewed no marks of arrogance, nor 
betrayed any figns of being carried away by the pre- 
fcnt extraordinary torrent of fuccefs. The terms 
were moderate, confidcrmg the ruined date and irre- 
trievable circnmitances of the army ; and that it was 
already in efFeft at the enemy’s mercy, being equally 
incapable of fubfifting where it was, and of making 
ksway to a better fituarion. The principal difficulty 
related to a point of military honour, in which the 
Britifh generals and troops were peremptory, and 
Gates far from being fliffi 

The principal articles of the convention, exclufive 
ofthofe which related to the provifion and accommo- 
dation of the army, in its way to Bofton, and during 
its flay at that place, were. That the ai'my fhould 
march out of the camp with all the honours of war, 
and its camp artillery, to afixcd place where they were 
to depofit their arms : tobeallowed a free embarkation 
and paffage to Europe from Bofton, upon condition 
of their not ferving again fii America, during the 
prefent war; the army not to be feparared, particu- 
larly the men from the officers ; roll calling and other 
duties of regularity to be admitted •, the officers to be 
admitted on parole, and to wear their fide arms; all 
private property to be (acred, and the public deli- 
vered upon hgoour ; no baggage to be fcarched or 
' molcfted 
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moleftcd ; all perfoiis of whatcTcr counWyj' apper- 
taining to, or following the camp, to be fully com- 
prehended in the terms of capitulation ; and the Ga- 
hadians to be returned to their own country^ liable to 
its conditions. ' 

General Gates fulfilled all the conditions, fo far as 
he Was, or ftiould be concerned in them, with the ut- 
moft punfluality and honour. His humanity and po- 
litenefs, in every part of this bufinefs, have been much 
celebrated } without a Tingle detraftion,fo far as has yet 
been heard, from the molt unfavourable accounts that 
have been given of his conduft^ This was the more 
praife-wortby, as fome late, as well as former circum- 
llanccs, had highly enraged the American militia ; the 
army in its laft movements, whether from military 
hcceflity, or the vexation and ill-temper incident to 
theirfituation, or the joint operation of both, having, 
burnt and deftroyed many houfes, and fome of them 
buildings of great value. The extraordinary and fe- 
▼ere execution which now took place upon the North 
River, would alfo have afforded too much colour foe 
a different mode of conduft. It is even faid, and we 
do not find it lias been contradidfed, that this general 
paid fo nice an attention to the Britifli military honour, 
and to the charadfer and feelings of thofe brave troopsi 
who ilow experienced fo deplorable a reverfe of for- 
tune, that he kept his army clofe within their lines, 
and did not luffer an American folJier to be a witnefs 
tothe degrading fpedfacle of piling ihcir arms. 

The Americans date the whole number who laid 
down their arms, including Canadians, provincials, 
volunteers regulars, and irregulars, of all forts, at 
752 men. In this number is undoubtedly included, 
though not fpccifi?;!, all the artificers, labourers, and 
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followers of the' camp. They alfo ftatc the numbet 
of fick and wounded left in the hofpitals at the retreat 
from the camp near Still Water, to 528 men, and 
the lofs beiides in the army, in killed, wounded, ta- 
ken, or deferred, from the 6th of July downwards, 
to' 2,933 > amount of thefe numbers being 

9,213 men* By another account, the number is car- 
ried above ten thoufand. They alfo got a fine train 
of artillery, amounting to 35 pieces of different forts 
andfizes. 

During thefe unfortunate tfanfa£bons. Lieutenant 
General Sir Henry Clinton, conducted bis expedition 
up » he North river with great fuccefs. He had em- 
barked about 3000 men for tha^ fervice, accompani- 
ed by a fuitable navai force, confiifin;j of (hips of war, 
armed gallies, and fmaller veffels, under the conduft 
of Commodore Hotham.* Their firft object was the 
reduftion of the forts Montgomery and Clinton, which 
tho’ of confidcrable ftrength, being at that time in a 
very unguarded (late, it was determined to attempt by 
a coup de main. They were firuated on either fide 
of a creek, which defeended from the mountains to 
the North. river, and their communication preferved 
by a bridge. Several ncceffary motions being made 
to malk the real defigo, the troops were landed in 
two divifions, at fuch a diftance from their objeft ♦ as 
occafioncd a confidcrable and difficult march through 
the mountains j which was however calculated and 
condu(Efed with fuch precifion, that the two detach- 
ments arrived on the oppofite fides of the creek, and 
their fcperaic attack on the forts, at nearly the fame 
. time. The furprize and terror of the garrifons was 
increafed by the appearance of the (hips of war, and 
, the arrival and near fire of the gallies, which approach- 
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ed fo clofe as to ftrike the walls' with their oars. The 
affault on both fides of the creek was exceedingly vi- 
gorous, and' the impetuofity of the troops fo great," 
that notvvithftanding a very confiderable defence; 
both the forts were carried by ftorm. As the foldicrs 
were much irritated, as well by the fatigue they bad 
undergone, and the oppofuion they met, as by the 
lols of fome brave and favourite ofHcers, the {laugh- 
ter of the enemy was confiderable. 

. Upon the lofs of the forts, the rebels fet fire to two 
fine new frigates, and to fome other veflels, which 
.W'ith their artillery and fibres were all confumed.— ' 
Another fort called Confiltution, was in a day or two 
after, upon the approach of the combined land and 
naval force, precipitately fe.t on fire and abandoned. — 
General Tryon alfo, at the head of a detachment, dc- 
firoyed a new and thriving Tettlement called Conti- 
nental Village, which contained barracks for 1500 
jr.cn, with confiderable fiores. The artillery taken 
ill the three forts, amounted to 67 pieces of different 
fizes. A large quantity of artillery and other fiores, 
with ammunition, and provifions, were alfo taken. A 
large boom and chain, the makihg of which was fiip- 
pofed to have cofi 70,000b and the confirUiStion of 
which w^s confidered as an extraordinary proof of 
American labour, indufiry, and (kill, was in part dc- 
ftroyed, and in part carried away. 

Upon the whole, the American lofs in value, was 
probably greater than upon any other occafion fince 
the commencement of the war. Their ftrength and 
attention were drawn away to the northward, and 
other things inufi have been ncglefted, whilft they 
applied both to the principal obje61. ’ 

O arlofs in killed and wounded was not great as ta 

number, but fome diftinguiflicd and much lamented 

officers 
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officers fell. Of thefe^ beCdcs Lieutenant Colonel 
Campbell, who commanded the attack on Fort Mont- 
gomery, Major Sill, was from the general efteem lie 
had acquired through his many excellent qualities, 
univcrfally regretted. Major Grant of the New 
York volunteers, and Count Graboulki, a Polifli no- 
bleman, and aid dc eamp to General Clinton, were 
alfo flain in the afTault on thefe forts. 

The expedition did not end with this fuccefs. Sir 
James Wallace, with a flying fquadron of light fri- 
gates, and General Vaughan, with a confidcrable 
detachment of troops, continued, for feveral days, 
their excurfion up the river, carrying terror and dcr 
ftjTuflipn wherever they went. At the very time that 
General Burgoyne w'as receiving the moft favourable 
conditions for himfelfand a ruined army, the fine vil- 
jage or town of Efopus, at no very great diftance, 
_was reduced to afhes, and not a hoiife left flanding. 
The extraordinary devaflation which attended every 
part of this expedition, of the neceffity of which we 
«ire not judges, was produ«fHvc of a pathetic, but fe_- 
yere letter, from General Gates, then in the height 
of viftory, to General Vaughan. 

On the approach of Gates, the troops and veflels 
retired to New York, having difmantled the forts, 
ind for a time at lead', having left the river defencc- 
lefs. But that enterprize, though conduced with 
conduced with fpiric and ability, was oflittle moment 
in the general account. 

Such was the unfortunate HTuc of the northern cam- 
paign ; the event of an expedition which was under- 
taken with the moft confident hopes, and for fomc 
-time purfued with very flattering appearances of fuc~ 
cefs. It was fuppofed the principal means for the im- 

/ inediatc 


Digitized by Google 



THEWAR IM AMERICA; A. D. nr*. 

mediate reduftion of the colonies ; but it has only 
ferved, in conjuni'lion with other operations, whica 
in the firft inftance have facceedcd better, to demon-? 
Urate the difficulties attending the fubjugation of a 
Numerous people at a great dillance, in an cxtcnfive 
country marked with flrong lines, and abounding in 
ftrong natural defences, if the refources of war are 
not exceedingly deficient, and that the fpirit of the 
people is m any degree proportioned to their fitua,- 
tion. It may now, whatever k was in the beginning, 
be a matter of doubt, whether any fuperiority of 
power, of wealth, and of difcipline, will be found to 
over- balance fuch difficulties. 

It would not be eafy at prefent, as many things 
neceffary to be known have not yet been fully ex- 
plained, and improper, as the whole is ftill a fubjeftof 
public invefligation, to attempt forming any judgment 
upon the general plan or fyfiem of this campaign . — r 
The general conduft of the wai this year has alrea- 
dy undergone much cenfure ; and undoubtedly, the 
fending of the grand array at fuch a diltancc to the 
fouthward, whilfl tlic interior was left ftruggling with 
infurmounrable difficulties in the north, when it would 
feem that their junftion or co-operation, would have 
rendered them greatly fuperior to any force which 
could have been poffibly broughtto oppofe their pro- 
grefs, feems, in this view of things, not to be eafily 
accounted for. It is, however, afubjeft, upon which 
no conclufivc opinion can yet be formed. 

To conclude this part of the hiftory of the Ameri- 
can war it may neceffary to obferve, that the fchemes 
that were devifed fruftrated tliemfclves. The appoint- 
ing of General Burgoyne in t^place of Sir G. Carle- 
ton threw a damp upon the pro^efs~oT the war upoiT 

the 
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the lakes. This officer had the year before carried 
all things fucccfsfully with the greateft judgment, and 
humanity alfo; but ail on a fudden the management 
wa< taken out of his hands, and an officer appointed, 
who neither knew the country nor the genius of the 
people ; who was indeed brave, but rafh and adven* 
tr^#. Though Carleton contributed as much as he 
could, to the meafures of the campaign, yet he could 
not transfufe his own prudence and fagacity into ano- 
ther, nor direft the execution of fuch difficult adven- 
tures, when he was not prefent. The march was 
long and difficult, hazardous in every ftep, and a 
fingle flep was fatal ; great caution was required, and 
it required the abilities of Sir Guy Carleton, to have 
direfted the footfleps of fuch an army through fuch a 
wildernefs, forefts, and thickets. Of this officer 
General Wolfe gave the moll flattering teftimony, by 
fetting him on high above all the Britifh officers then 
known to him. The changing of this officer in a great 
meafurefruflratedthcfuccefsofthe war upon the lakes. 

Another thing which greatly tended to ruin the 
progrefs of General Burgoyne, was the proclamation 
which he publifhed full of bomball threatening* of 
cruelty and flaughter. It was this madd all the coun- 
try arm at once in their own defence, when they 
heard their fate determined in fuch a peremptory 
manner. Had this general contrived a feheme for his 
own ruin, he could not have done it more effeflually 
than by thus warning the people what he intended to 
do. It was this proclamation that rouzed the colo- 
pifls and made them all run to arms to defend their 
pwn lives and thofe of their families, from the hands 
of favage Indians and more favage Europeans. The 
murder of Mrs M‘Rae, though it was not immediate- 
ly 
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ly known, became like a millflone about the neck o{ 
the Britifli affairs in that quarter ever fince ; it both 
produced a damp upon the minds of the auihcrs of 
the raurther, and kindled the keenefl; fire of refent- 
ment in the breads of all the colonifts. They now 
fdw iljeir fate, and endeavoured all that was in their 
power to prevent it j every man now became a foj^er 
ready to revenge the blood of his friends upon 
, murderers. General Burgoyne had not merely aa 
army to combat, but a country of armed men, and 
could not move afoot but where he was fure to meet 
an enemy, from the boy of fixteeu to the grey hairs 
of fixty. 

The detachments which he fent were alfo badly 
arranged, and proper methods of communication were 
not obferved, nor the way fecured ior a retreat, ia 
cafe of a defeat ; he trufted to the valour and difeh 
pliiie of his troops, which though exceedingly good, 
could not perform impoffibilitics, as he found inexpe- 
rience. He foon began to find that even the valour 
of his men was dcfpiitd, and that they were affauited 
and defeated, by men they had mocked, ridiculed, 
and laughed at. He was truly an objeft of pity on 
account ot his diflrefs, but on account of his folly 
an objcft of laughter. 

To conclude the hiflory of this year, it may be ne^ 
ceffary to give the Reader an extraci of the letter? 
which paffed between General Burgoyne and General 
Gates, before the convention at Saratoga, as alfo the 
articles of convention thcmfelves. Lord Howe wrote 
from onboard the Eagle, June 20, 1776 in this man- 
ner. 1 cannot, my worthy friend, permit the letters and 


parcels which I have fent you, to be carried, without 
adding a word upon the fubjefl; of the injurious extre- 

mities. 
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mines, in which our unhappy difputes have engaged 
us. You will learn the nature of my miflion from the 
official difpatchcs which I hare recommended to be 
forwarded by iht fame conveyance. Ketaining all the 
earneftnefs I ever expreffed to fee our differences ac- 
commodated, I Ih ill conceive if I meet with the dif- 
p&fitionofthe eoloaies, which I was once taught to 
-cxpc<a,the moft flattering hopes of proving ferviceable 
in the objefts of the king’s paternal folicitnde,by pro- 
moting the eftabliihment of lafting 'peace and union 
with the colonics. But if the deep rooted prejudices 
of America, and the neceffity of preventing her trade 
from paffing into foreign channels, mud keep us ftill 
a divided people, I ffiall from every private as well as 
.public motive moft heartily lament, that it is not the 
moment wherein thofc great objeefts of my ambition 
-are ti» be attained ; and that I am to be longer de- 
. prived of an opportunity to allure you peifonally 
of rhg regard with which I am your Cncere and faith- 

lulfervant, . r „ 

. ■ P. S. I was difappointcd of the opportunity I ex- 

•pefted for fending this letter at the time it was dated, 
and have ever fince been prevented by calms and con- 
trary winds, from getting here to inform Gen. Howe 
of the commiffion with which 1 have the faiisiaaion 
to be charged, and of his being joined in it . Off 
Sandy Hook, July 12, To Bcrjamin Franklin, Efq; 

• Philadelphia. u- 1 . 

Upon the thirtcc.ith of July an anfwer to this let- 
ter was fent by Ur. Franklin to Lord Vilcount Ho\ye 
in wh'ch there are fcveral remarks winch had they 
been attended to, might have prevented the fliedding 
of much innocent blood. The tenor of the letter fob 
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I received fafe, the letters your lordfliip fo kindly 
forwarded tome, and beg you to accept my thanks. 
The official difpatches to which you refer me, contain 
nothing more, than what we had fecn in the aft of 
parliarflent, viz. oflfering pardon upon fubraiffion, 
which I was forry to find, as it muft give your lordfhip 
pain, to be fent fo far upon fo hopclefs a bulinefs. 

, Direfting pardon to the col onifls, who are the very 
parties injured, exprefles indeed, that opinion of our 
ignorance, bafenefs, and infenfibiiity, which your un-^ 
informed and proud nation has long been pieafed to 
entertain of us ; but it cad have no other effeft than 
that of encreafmg our refentment. It is impoffible 
that we fhould think of fubmiffion to a government, 
that has with the nioft wanton barbarity and cruelty 
burnt our defencelefs towns ip the raidft of winter ; ex- 
cited the favages to maffacre peaceful farmers, and 
our flaves to murder their mafters ; and is even now 
bringing foreign mercenaries rodclugc our fettlemcnts 
with blood. Thefe attracious injuries have extin- 
guifhed every fpark of affeftion for that parent count- 
ry we once held fo dear; but were it pofCble for us to 
forget them it is not polfible for you, I mean the Bri- 
tifli nation, to forgive the people you have fo heavily 
injured ; you can never confide again in thefe as fel- 
low fnbjefts, and permit them to enjoy equal freedom 
to whom you know you have given fuch juft caufes 
of lading enmity : and this muft impel you, if we arc 
again under your government, to endeavour the 
breaking of our fpirits by the fevereft tyranny, and 
obferving by every means in your power, our growing 
fl-rength and profperity. But your lordfhip mentions 
the king’s paternal folicitude for promoting the efta- 
blifhment of lading peace and union with the coJo- 

. dies 


Digitized by Google 



tBE WAR IN AMERICA, 3«t 

hies. If by peace is here meant, a peace to be en- 
tered into by di(iin-5l ftaies, now at war, and his ma- 
jclly has given your lordfhip power to treat with us : 
of fnch peace, I may venture to fay, though without 
authority,, that I think a treaty for that purpofe not 
quite imprafticablc, before we enter into foreign al- 
liances ; but I am perfuaded you have no fuch 
powers. Your nation, though (by puqilhing thofe 
American governors who have fomented thedifeord, 
rebuilding our burnt towns, and repairing as far as 
poflible the mifehiefs done us '• fits might recover a 
great fliare of our regard, and the greateft fhare of 
our growing commerce, with all the advantages of 
that additional ftrength to be derived from a friend- 
fliip with U 3 ; yet I know too well her abounding 
pride, and deficient wifdom, to believe fhe will ever 
take fuch falutary meafures. Her fondnefs for con- 
. queft as a warlike nation, her lull: of dominion as an 
ambitious one, and her thirft for a gainful monopoly 
.as a commercial one ( none of them legitimate caufes 
.of war) will all join to hi'de from her eyes every view 
of her true intereft, and will continually goad her on in 
thefe ruinous diftant expeditions, fo deftruftive, both 
of liv«s and of treafure, that they rouft prove as de- 
ftruaive to her in the end, as the Croifades formerly 
were to moll of the nations in Europe. I have not 
the vanity', my lord, to think of intimidating, by 
thus predicting the elteCfs of this war ^ for 1 know 
it will in England, have the fate of all former predic- 
tions, not to be believed till the event (hall verify 
it. 

Long did I endeavour, with unfeigned and unwea- 
ried zeal, to preferve from breaking, that fine and 
noble china vafe the Britilh emptre ; for I know, 
Z ^ that 
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that being once broken, the feparate parts could not 
retain even their (hare of the ftrength and value, that 
exifted in the whole ; and that a perfefl re-union of 
thofe parts could fcarce ever be hoped for. Your 
'Jordfhip may polTibly remember the tears of joy that 
wet my check when, at your good fifter’s in London, 
you once gave me expectations that a reconciliation 
knight foon take place. I had the misfortune to find, 
thofe expectations difappornted, and to be treated, 
as the caufe of the mifchief I was labouring to pre- 
vent. My confolation under that groundlefs and 
malevolent treatment Was, that I retained the friend- 
fliip of many wife and good men in that country, and 
• among the reftj fome fliare in the regard of Lord 
Howt. 

The well-founded eflcem, and permit me to fay, 
afFeClion, which I fliall always have for your lordfliip, 
make it painful for me to fee you engaged in conduCl- 
ing a war, the great ground of which as deferibed in 
your letter, is the ncccfiity of preventing the Ame- 
rican trade from paffing into foreign channels ; to me 
it feems, that neither the obftinacy nor the retaining 
of any trade, how valuable foever, is an objeCl: for 
which men may jirflly fpill each others blood ; that 
the true and fure means of extending and fecuring 
eommere is the goodnefs and cheapnefe of commodi- 
ties’; and that the profits of no trade can ever be equal 
to the expence of compelling it and holding it by fleets- 
and armies. I confider this againft us, therefore as 
both and iinu'lfe j and I am perfuaded that cool 
and difpaflionate pollerity will condemn to infamy, 
thofe who advifed it ; and that even fuccefs will noc 
favc from fome degree of diflionour, thofe who volun- 
tarily engaged to eo.nduCl it. I know your great mo- 
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tife of commg hither, was the hope of being inilru- 
mental in a reconciliation ; and believe when you hnd 
ihatto be impoihble, on any terras given you to pro- 
pofe, you will relinquilh fo odious a command, and 
return to a more honourable private ftation. 

With the greateft and moll fmcere rcfpeft, 

I have the honour to be, my lord. 

Your lordfliip’s moll obedient humble fervant, 

B. FRANKLIN, 

^This letter has been truly prophetic, and the 
warning given in it ought to have been mofl ferioufly 
confidered by the government ; butfuch has been the 
infatuation of the public managers, that they have re- 
garded no warnings from cither their friends or their" 
enemies. 

Upon the 13th of Oftober when the treaty was 
firft begun General Burgoyne wrote the following 
card to General Gates. Lieutenant General Bur« 
goync is defirous of fending a field officer with a mef- 
iage to Major General Gates, upon a matter of high 
confequence to both armies. He requefts ro be in- 
formed at what hour General Gates will receive him 
to-morrow morning. The anfwer was. Major Gene- 
ral Gates will receive a field officer from Lieutenant 
General Burgoyne at the advanced ports ofthearti\y 
of the United States, at ten o’clock to-morrow morn- 
ing from which he will be conduced to head quarters.' 
Da ted the Camp of Saratoga, 9 o’clock. 

. Upon OSober 14 Major Kiagfton delivered the fob 
lowing melTage, to Major General Gates, After hav, 
jog fought you twice, Lieutenant General Burgoyne 
has waited fomc days in his prefent pofition, deter 
mined to try a third conrtiirt, againrt any force you 
fouU bring to attack him. He is apprized of the fu,f 

periority 
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periorlty of your numbers and the difpofition 6 your ' 
troops to impede his fupplics, and render his retreat a 
fcene of carnage on both iidcs. In this iifuatiou he 
is impelled by humanity, and thinks hiinfelf juftified by 
chablilhed principles and precedents of State, and of 
war, to fpare the lives ofbravc men upon hononrablc 
terms; (lioukl Major General Gates be inclined to • 
treat upon this idea, General Eurgoyne will propofe 
I SL ceffation of arms during the time neceffary to com- 
municate the preliminary terms, by which, in any ex- 
tremity, he and his army would abide. 

In anfwer to this the following propofals were made 
and anfwers given by General Eurgoyne. 

I. General Burgoyne’s army being exceedingly’ 
reduced by repeated defeats, defertion, ficknefs. See./ 
their provifions exhaufled, their military horfes, tents 
and baggage taken or*dellroycd, their retreat cut off, - 
and their camp iiivcdcd, they can only be allowed tO' 
furrendcr prifoners of war. 

Lieutenant General Burgoync anfwcrcd, that how- 
ever much reduced his army, they would never admit 
that their retreat is cut olf while they have arms ia 
their hands. 

II. The ofEcers and foldicrs may have the baggage 

belonging to thcni. The generals of the United Stated 
never permit individu.^is to be plundered. ‘ 

III. The troops under his Excellency General Bur- 
goyne will be conduficd by the moft convenient route 
to New England, marching by cafy marches and fuf- 
fxciently provided for by the way. 

This article is anfwcrcd by General Burgoync’s firfk 
propofitions, which is here annexed. 

IV. The officers will be admitted on parole; may 
wear their fide arms, and will be treated with the li- 
berality 
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berality ciiftomary in Europe, fo long as they by pro- 
per behaviour continue to dclerve it ; but thofe who 
are apprehended having broke their parole, as fome 
Piitilh officers have done, muft expeft to be clofe 
confined. The anfwer made to this article was ; — 
There being no officer in this army under or capable 
of being under the defeription of breaking parole thU 
article needs no anfwer. 

V. All public ftores, artillery, arms, ammunition, 
carriages, horfes, &c. mofl be delivered to commif*’ 
fioners appointed to receive them, 

Anf. All public ftores may be delivered, arms c-x* 
cepted. 

VI. Thcfc terms being agreed to, and figned, the, 
troops under his Excellency General Burgoyoe’s com- 
mand, may be drawn up in their encampment!, where 
they will be ordered to ground their arms, rnd may 
thereupon be marched to the river fide to be paffed 
over to Bennington. 

. Anf. This article inadmilTable in any exiremity- 
Sooner than this array will fubmit to ground their 
arms in their encampment, they will rufli on the ene- 
my, determined to take no quarter. 

VII. A ceftation of arms to continue till fun-fet to 
receive General Burgoyne’s anfwer, ~ 

(^Signed,) HORATIO GATES. 

At fun-fet Major Kingfton met the ac'jiuam gene- 
ral of Major General Gates’s army, and delivered the 
following mefiage ; If General Gates docs not me m 
to recede from the fixth article the treaty end^ at 
once, d'he army will to a man proceed to any aft of 
defperation rather than fubmit to this article. The 
cefl'dtion of arms ends this evening. 

- The following are General Burgoyne’s propofals 
together with Gqperal Gates’s anfwcrs. 

The 
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. 1 he "anfwers being given to Major General Gates's 
propofals, it remains for Lieutenant Genaral Bur- 
goyne and ihe army under his command to (late the 
following preliminary articles on their part. 

I. 'I'lie troops to march out of their camp with the 
lionours of war, and the artillery of the entrench- 
ments, which will be left as hereafter may be regu- 
lated. 

The troops to march out of their camp with the 
'honours of w'ar, and the artillery of the entrench- 
ments to the verge of the river, where the old fort 
flood, where their arms and artillery mud be left. 

II. A free palTagc to be granted to this army to 
Great Britain, upon condition of not ferving again in 
North America during the prefenc coiueftj and a 
proper port to be afiigned for the entry of tranfports 
lo receive the troops, whenever General Howe fhall 
fo order, 

Agreed to for the port of Boflon. 

III. Should any cartel take plate, by wliicli this 
army or any part of it may be exchanged, the forcr 
going article to be void, as far as fuch exchange fhall 
be made. 

Agreed to . 

IV All officers to retain their carriages, bat horfes, 
and other cattle ; and no baggage to be moleded or 
fcarched, the lieutenant general giving his honour, 
that there are no public (lores fccretcd therein. Ma- 
jor General Gates will of courfe take the ncccli'ary 
ineafures for the fecurity of this article. 

Agreed to. 

V. Upon the march the officers are not to be fe- 
parated from their men, and in quarters the officers 

0iall 


Digitized by Google 



A. O. i?77 the WAR IN AMERICA. %(t] 

lhall be lodged according to their rank; and are noc 
to be hindered from alTcmbling their men for roll-cal- 
ling and other necclTary purpofcs of regularity. 

Agreed to as far as circumllauces will admit. 

VI. There are various corps in this army compofed 
of failors, batteaux men, artificers, drivers, indepen- 
dent companies, and t'oilowcrs of the army; and it 
is expefted that thofe perfons, of whatever country, 
fliall be agreed to in the fullell fenfe and utmoft ex- 
tent of the above articles, and comprehended in every 
refpeft as BritiQi fubjefts. 

Agreed to in the fulleft extent. 

VII. All Canadians and perfons belonging to the 
eftabliflimcnt in Canada, to be permitted to return. 

Agreed to. 

VIII. Paflports to be immediately granted for three 
officers not exceeding the rank of captain, who fliall 
be appointed by General Burgoyne, to carry dif- 
patches to Sir William Howe, Sir Guy Carleton, and 
to Great Britain, by the way of New York, and the 
public faith to be engaged, that thefe difpatches arc 
not opened. 

Agreed to. 

IX. The foregoing articles are to be confidered as 
only preliminaries for framing a treaty, in the coiirfe 
of which others may arife, to be confidered by both 
parties ; for which purpofe it is propofed, that two 
officers of each army fliall meet and report their de- 
clarations to their refpefHve generals. 

This capitulation to be finifhed by two o’clock this / 
day, and the troops march from their encampments 
at five, and be In readinefs to move towards Bcflcn to- 
morrow morning. X. 
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X. Lieutenant General Burgoync will fend his de- 
puty adjutant general to receive Major Gen Gates’s 
anfwcr to-morrow morning at ten o’clock. 

Complied with. 

(Signed) HORATIO GATES. 

Saratoga, October 15, 1777, 

The eight preliminary articles of Lieutenant Gen. 
Burgoyne’s propofab, and the fccond, third, and 
fourth of Major General Gates of ycflerday, being 
agreed to, the foundation of the propofed treaty is out 
of difpute ; but the fcvcral fubordinate articles and 
regulations, ncceflarily fpringing from thefe prelimi- 
naries, and requiring explanation and precifion be- 
tween the parties, before a definitive treaty can be 
fafely executed, a longer time than mentioned by 
* General Gates, in his anfwer to the ninth article, be- 
i comes indifpcnfibly neceflary. Lieutenant General 
Burgoync is willing to appoint two officers immedia- 
tely to meet two others from Major General Gates, 
to propound, difeufs, and fettle tbofe fubordinate ar- 
-* tides, in order that the treaty in due form may be ex- 
ecuted as foon as poffible. 

(Signed) JOHN BURGOYNE. 

: Saratoga, Oflober I 5 > 1777 - 

Major Kingfion has authority to fettle the place of 
meeting of officers propofed. Major Kingfion fettled 
it on liie ground where Mr Schuyler’s houfe flood.' 
In the time of this negotiation General Burgoync 
fent the following meffage to General Gates : 

In the courfe of the night Lieutenant General Bur- 
goyne has received intelligence that a confiderable 
force has been detached from the army under Gen. 
Gates, during the courfe of the negotiations of the 
treaty depending upon them. Lieutenant General 
' " Burgovne 
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Bargdync conceives this, if true, to be not only a vio- 
lation of the ceffaiion of arms, but fubverfive ot the 
principle* on which the treaty originated, viz. a great 
fuperioricy in General Gates’s army. Lieutenant 
General Burgoync, therefore requires, that two offi- 
cers, on his part, be permitted, to fee that the ftrength 
pf the forces, now oppofed to him is fuchas will con- 
vince him that no fuch detachment , has been made t 
and that the fame principle of fupcriority,upon which 
the treaty firft began ftill fabfitls. 

. It dues hot appear that any anfwcr was given to 
this melTage. I he articles of convention follow. 

I. '1 he troopsunder LicutcriantGcneral Hurgoyne, 
to march opt of their camp with the honours of war, 
and the artillery of the entrenchments to the verge 
of the river, where the old fort flood, where the arm* 
and artillery ard to be left *, the arms to be piled up 
by word of command from their own officers. 

II. A free paffage to be granted the army under 
htieurenant General Rurgoyne, to Great Brimin, on 
condition of not ferving again in N. America during the 
prefent contell : and the port of Bod on is afligned 
for the entry of tranfports, whenever General Howe 
Ihall fo order. 

HI. Should any cartel take place by which the 
army under General Burgoyncj or any part of it, may 
be exchanged, the foregoing article to be void, as far 
as fuch exchange fliall be made. 

IV. The army under Lieutenant General Bur- 
goyne to march to Maffachufett’s Bay by the mofl ex- 
peditious and convenient rout ; am* to be quar- 
tered in, near, or as convenient as poffible, that the 
inarch of the troops may not be delayed when tranf- 
porcs arrive to receive thtra. 

A a » V. The 
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V. The troops to be fupplied on their march, and 
during their being in cyuarters with provilionsby Ma- 
jor General Gaws’s orders, at the fame rate of rations 
as the troops of his own army ; and if poflible, the 
officers horfes and cattle arc to be fupplied with fo- 
rage at the ufual rates. 

VI. All officers to retain their carriages, bat horfes, 
and other cattle j and no baggage to- be molelled or 
fearched. Lieutenant General Burgoync giving his 
honour,' that there are no public {lores fecreted there- 
io, Major General Gates will of courfe take the ne- 
ceflary mealures for a due performance of this article. 
Should any carriages be wanted, during the march 
for the tranfportation of officers baggage, they are, 
if poflible, to be fupplied by the country at the ufual 
rates. - 

VII. Upon tfte march and during the time the army 
fhall remain in quarters in the MafTachufett’s Bay, 
the officers are not, as far as circnmflances will admit, 
to be feparated from their men. The officers are t» 
be quartered according to their rank, and are not to 
be hindered from aficrabling theirmen for roll-calling 
and other neceffary purpofes of regularity.^ 

__ VIII. All corps whatever of General Burgoyne^s 
army, whether eompofied of failors, batteaux men, ar- 
tificers, drivers, independent companies, followers of 
the army of whatever country, fhall be included in the 
fulleft fenfe, and utmofl extent of the above articles, 
and comprehended In every refpeftas Britifh fubjefts. 

IX. All Canadians, and perfons belonging to the 
Canadian eflablifhmcnt, confiding of failors, batteaux 
men, artificers, drivers, and independent companies, 
and many other followers of the army, who come un. 
der no particular defeription arc to be permitted to 

recuEA 


Digitized by Google 



&-0.17TT the WAIl IN AM'ERICA- 371 

return there, that is they are to be condufted imme- 
diately by the Ihorteft route to the firft Briiilh port on 
Lake George, are to be fupplied with provifions in the 
Cime manner as the other troops, and arc to be bound 
by the fame condition of not ferving during the prefent 
conteft in North America. 

X. Paffports immediately to be granted for three 
officers, not exceeding the rank of captains who IhaH 
be appointed, by General Burgoync to carry dif- 
patches to Sir William Howe, Sir Guy Carleton, and 
to Great Britain by the way of New York ; and Major 
Gen. Gates engages the public faith, that thefe dif- 
patches {hall not be opened. Thefe officers arc to Icf 
out immediately after receiving their difpaiches, and 
are to travel the Ihorteft and in the moft expeditious 
arfanner. 

XI. During the flay of the troops in the MalTa- 
chufett’s Bay, the officers are to be admitted upon 
parole, and are to be permitted to w6ar their fide 
arms. 

XII. Should the army under Lieutenant General 
Burgoyne find it neceffary, to fend for their cloathing 
and other baggage from Canada, they are to be per- 
mitted to do it in the moft convenient manner, and 
the neceffary paflTportsto be granted for that purpofe. 

XIH. Thefe articles are to be mutually figned and 
exchanged to morrow morning at nine o’clock ; and 
the troops under Lieutenant General Burgoync arc 
xo march out of their entrenchments, at three o’clock. . 

fSigned) HORATIO GALLS. 

• Camp at Saratoga, Oftober 16, 1777. 

To prevent any doubts that might arife from Lieu- 
tenant General Burgoyne’s not being mentioned in 
xhc above treaty, Major General Gates hereby de- 
. ' dares 
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dares, tliat he is hereby underftood to be compre- 
hended in it as fully, as if his name had been fpcci-; 
fically meutioned. 

HORATIO GATES. 

This convention, concerning which there appears * 
to have been a great deal of ceremony for very, 
little purpofe, Ihews more the pride and ambi- 
tion of the Britifli General, than his wifdom and pru- 
dence. The requifitioHS which he made, provided 
they had not been granted, would have' expofed him 
and his whole army to certain ruin and deftruft'ion ; for 
there was not the lead probability that he was able 
to fight fuch a fuperior force, which knew his weak- 
nefs, and were provided for any attack that he could 
have made. He might, as he threatened, have led 
on hisinen, aad refufed quarter; but under the pref- 
fing influence of hunger and fatigue, it is not to be 
fuppofed they would have gained any thing, except 
the honour of falling like mad-men, for the fake of a 
caufe which they never examined, but taken upon the 
vverd of their officers and commanders. Men ex- 
hauiled with hunger and fatigue, fainting under a de- 
cay of animal fpirits, were not foldiers very fit for 
Tiifliing upon an enemy, three times their number, and 
fupplied with the needful fupplics of nature, which 
they wanted. General Gates knew well what would 
have been the confeqnence, but was unwilling to 
leave the lliughter of a Britifh army, as a monument 
in hiftory, of the feverity of the colonifls towards 
their oppreffing brethren. He feems to have humour- 
ed the Britifh General rather, as one under an infatua- 
tion, than dealt with him as a general of an army. Gates 
will be remembered for his humanity, as well as 
greatnefs of foul, while hiftory continues to hand 
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down the tranfaftions of mankind to pofterity; and 
the convention of Saratoga will remain a proof, both 
of his mercy and politenefs. 

General Burgoync certainly made as much by thi? 
convention as he polTibly could have exptdtcdi and 
jiuich more than his fituation promifed ; but his nice- 
nefs concerning pundtilios, might have marred all nis 
fuccefs in it, and brought fudden ruin upon a number 
of brave and innocent men. The mercy of his ene- 
mies, and the prudence of their commander, wrought 
more for him than either his own wifdom, or h:s 
merit. Had General Gates and his array been in his 
fituation, there are many rcafons to determine us to 
think, that he would not have ihew’n die fame detnen- 

cy that he himfclf met with. His daring and 

bloody proclamation, to fet loofe the fcalping favages 
upon peaceable and quiet pcafams, who were em- 
ployed about their rural employments, as our pcogle 
at home,, declared a difpofition that favoured nothing ' 
of mercy or clemency: and it would have been no 
wonder, if they had meafured to this boarting officer 
that mcafure which he threa'-ened to mete out to them. ‘ 
It was however, happy that the fvvord was redrained, 
and fo many lives preferved ; and it ought to teach 
our commanders to Ihew more mercy than they have 
done on fome occaficns. Though our proud nation 
has declared thefe colonies rebels, the reft of Europe 
have a different opinion of them, fince they became 
independent ; and our cruelty to them, may on fome 
future occafion, bring fevcriiics upon our own heads. 

C IT A p. 


Digitized by Google 



J74 


HISTORTT OF 


A. D. i77» 


Chap. XIII. 

confufedjlate of the nation at home. — 77;^ Mhirjlry 
alarmed by the news of the Convention at Saratoga . — 
Conceal it as long as they can. — Occafions many de- 
bates in parliament. — A treaty of conuncrce between 
the Colonics and France. 

T he national expeftations were raifed to fuch an 
high pitch, with regard to the fuccefs of the 
noithvrn army, tha^ the news of its flow operation* 
and embarr.,fments, began to operate in creating rae- 
laucholy and apprehenlions of difappointment through- 
out the whole nation. The progrefsof General Bur- 
goyne in his march from Canada to Albany, was not 
fo rapid and fuccefsful as the miiiidry had giten rea- 
fon to expeft in their confidence of boafliiig. Tho’ 
fomeof his advanced parties had been fuccefsful and 
• defeated their enemy, yet their own lofs was confi- 
derable, and their progrefs to Albany interrupted 
Isy fo many accidents, that the people at home be- 
gan to be uncafy, and concluded that the fecrets 
of this expedition were not fairly reprefented. They 
had almoft anticipated the whole extent of the difaf- 
ter before the news of it had arrived ; and the cataf- 
trophe was not more extraordinary than manyforefaw 
it would happen to be. The wlaole nation was in an 
univerfal murmur concerning the ifl'ue of this expedi- 
tion. The friends of the miniftcr endeavoured to co- 
lour tliofe delays and difappointments with all their 
ufual arts of apology, and promifed fenguinely upon 

the 
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the fuccefs of the event, from the camion that was 
ufed in execution or this projefl. All their arts were 
infufficient to dlfguife their own apprehenfions, or to 
perfuade the people that they were not in poffeflioa 
of intelligence the mod unfavourable to the nation 
and difhonourable to themfelves. Of all the com- 
manders that were fent to America, there were 
none in whom the zealous promoters of the war pla- 
ced greater hopes and confidence than m Gen, Bur- 
goyne ; his abilities were extolled beyond the ordi- 
nary bounds of .commendation, and, k was thought 
impofiible that any American force could oppofe liim; 
The Scotch nation, who were fanguinary promoters of 
this ruinous w^ar, at the fame inftant that they were 
reproaching General Howe, paffed the moft extrava- 
gant encomiums upon General Burgoyne. He had 
threatened the colonifts with feveritics, which they 
approved of, and their fanguinc hopes made them be- 
lieve that he was well able tb accomplfih his threaten- 
ings. Some accounts that came from America prece-. 
ding the convention at Saratoga, which were not very 
favourable, were interpreted as reports raifed by the 
patriots to weaken the hands of government ; and of- 
ten fhipmafters, who arrived at Port Glafgow and 
Greenock brought tidings of great comfort to the mU 
niftry, which were contrived on their voyages; ofre- 
• ceived from others, at the fccond, third, or fourth 
hands. Thefc unautheniicated reports in a fliort time 
loft all credit, and even the Scots, who thought the 
fuccefs of this exj>ediuon infallible, began t j doubt 
and waver coucerning its fuccefs.' ' 

General Burgoyne’s fuccefs at Ticonderaga, ^vlth 
the total defeat and ruin which for a feafon every- 
where attended the Americans in their prccipiiatc 

flight; 
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fjght on the borders ’ of Lake George, excited the 
greatcfl triumph and exultation on' the fide of the mi- 
niftry ; and whilll it wonderfully raifed their fpirits, 
v'as confidered’ nearly as crowning the hopes of 
all thofc who had fupported or approved of the war. 
So ready are mankind to be elevated above meafure 
with what they fondly wilh for and expeft. ' It was 
obferv.ed that the northern expedition was the favour- 
ite creature of government. The tranfa(Tlions on the 

o 

further fide of Jerfey, and the operations about Phi. 
ladelphia, were only confidered in a very fubordinatc 
point ot view. As the minifier for the American de- 
partment had all the honour and applaufe of this mca- 
, fure^ which was confidered entirely as a creature of 
his own, it is hot to be reckoned wonderful, that both 
lie and his brethren in office (hould be deeply intereft- 
cd in the event, and approve themfelves highly on the 
appearance of fuccefs.- 

The fubfequent difpatches from their favourite Ge. 
ncra! did not long fupport the hopes which were 
f ounded on tlie firft fiiccefiTcs. The unexpefted diffi- 
culties and delays which the array e;jfpcrienced.in ad- 
vancing a few miles fom Skencfborcugh to the fonth- 
ward, were, however, counterbalanced in opinion by 
.jts arrival on the Hudfon^s River, the retreat of the 
enemy from the Fort Edward, their abandoning Fort 
George and the Lake, by which a free paffage was 
opened from Ticonderago, and St. Leger’s fuccefs in 
defeating and ruining' the Tryon county militia near 
Fort Sianwdx. AH the former and prefent faiiguine 
expeaations which had been formed, were however 
in' a great, meafure overthrown by the advices which 
were received fometime previous to th^ meeting of 
.parliament ; an event which w’as probably this year 

- held 
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held back in the full confidence of its being ulhercd 
in with the particulars of fome great and decifive fuc- 
cefs. Thofe which came to hand, after a tedious 
leafoh of expeftation, bore a Tcry different com- 
plexion. The infuperablc difiicolcies that ncccffarily 
fufpended the operations of an army in fuch a court* 
try, and under fucli circumfiances, were now prafti. 
cally difeovered. The double defeat of Baum and 
Breyman, by a fuppofed broken and ruined militia, in 
an attempt to remove or to lefTen fome of thofe difficul* 
ties, was ftill more difpiriting, and not iu any de- 
gree cured by the hopes which the General expreffed 
of fuppojrt and alTiftance from the co-operation of Sir 
William Howe’s army ; both as it inarked a defpon*' 
dcncy of fuccefs from their own force, and that the 
minifiers knew the impoflibility of his receiving any 
fupport from that quarter. But, as if it had been to 
crown the climax of ill news and ill foptunci the fame 
difpatches were accompanied with others from Sir GiTy 
Carlcton, which brought an account of the failure of 
the expedition to Fort Stanwix, the bold and urex- 
pefted attack of the rebels on the fide of Ticondcrago, 
and of a flillmore unexpci^cd and extraordinary event 
in a fhort Iketch of the defperate and doubtful a£Hon 
which, was fought on the 1 9th of September, hetweeti 
General Burgoync and .Arnold ; which, naked as it 
was of circumftanccs, feemed to fhew the latter to be 
the afTailant, by the mention of his returning to his 
camp, when darknefs had put an end to the com* 
bat. 

. Although the knowledge of thefe events feemed to 
open a view to fome of the fucceeding misfortunes, 
and even fcenied to prefage a part of thefe feverO 
hardfhips and calamities which befel the northern ar* 
i B b b my, 
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my, it was dill hoped by thofe wto vftft mod fan- 
guiac in their expe£i:ations, that the General being fo 
hear Albany, coaid aot fail in making bis march good 
to that place ; and that then being fecurcly lodged, he 
would hare an opportunity of concerting matters with 
Sir Henry Clinton, and of their jointly or feparately 
diftreffing the nonhern colonies ; or if the feafoft 
and other circumdances did not favour that defign, 
they might determine upon the propriety of maintain- 
ing the pod at Albany, during the winter ; or of ad- 
vancing to New York, if it was thought more eligi- 
ble. In the word cafe that could happen, it was ne- 
ver doubted but they would be able to make good a 
retreat to Canada. So great was the faith of the 
minidry and their fanguinary fupporters, in the omni- 
potence of this army, that they judged it impoffiblc for 
any force the Americans could fend againd them tO 
conquer them ; and thofe who hinted the finallcd fuf- 
picion of thde troops'not being invincible, were ready 
to become the objefts of the fevered ridicule, Many 
for a good while had prognodicated thedifader which 
bcfel this army, and freely declared their fentiments ; 
but their mod rational conjeftures were interpreted 
as proceeding from difafTe&ion to the government, 
and a fpirh of rebellion. Many of the old Jacobites, 
who had now by means of a fccret influence woikcd 
themfelvcs into power, or by means of their friends, 
had fltpt into places offinccure,bcgantofpeakof rebel- 
lion in a new dile, and throw the fcandal of it upon 
the bed friends of the Britilli conditution. Some 
of them even proceeded fo far as to affirm that the 
revolution was itfelf a rebellion, and that the colo- 
nies were no Icfs rebels for pleading their rights 
from that conditution. 
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The hcroifm of the Frazers, and other chiefs who 
had made had made but an indifFereot figure at Culio- 
den was now eztoled to the fkies, and the Scotch 
Highlanders under their coiiunaud were reprefented 
as the moft invincible troops iu the world. The co- 
lonifls were fet forth in all the ridiculous attitudes of 
rebellion, cowardice, and infignificance ; fo one would 
have thought that inltcad of fending fuch irrefiftablc 
ttoops to fubdue them, that the very draughts of our 
array might have ferved for that purpofe. There is. 
always an inconfidency in the language and condu^ 
of men when they are under the infiuence of preju* 
dice, and ruled by their pride and paflions ; and of all 
the characfcrs in focicty, there are none fo ready to 
give way to thefe unreafonable affeftions, as thofe who 
are inclined to the lull of dominion and arbitrary 
power. The nobleft exertions of the human mind, ^ 
and the pureft principles of freedom and liberty are 
an eye-fore to men affefted with the luft of domina* 
tion. 

Amidft the various conteds and debates in parlia> 
ment, and tbe difputes at home concerning the Ame- 
rican war, the news of the convention at Saratoga, 
and the (urrendcr of General Burgovne’s whole ar- 
my threw a confiderablc damp upon the confidence 
pt the mmidrv, and almod confounded thofe who had 
exceeded all bounds in their extravagance of boadbg. 
•While parliament were hotly difpuiing, concerning the 
mcafurcs to be adopted for carrying on the war, and 
all rational propofals for an accomodation were le- 
jc£led by a dead m.ijority, upon the third of Dcccm« 
ber, the difmal news of the furrender of the whole 
saorthern army arrived, and the fird certain accounts 
tl^crcof were difclofed by the miniAcr who had the 
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honour of dlrcfting It. The aftonifhmcnt of all could 
not exceed the confufion of the minifters ; :hey were 
thundcr-ftruck at the tidings, and a guilty confufion 
dverfpread their countenances. Altho’ not convinced 
of their error, nor converted from principles which 
arc a difgrace to human nature, they almoft gnaflicd 
their teeth for pain, and were reduced to feel the ago-’ 
riies of condemnation. Though the lofs of fo many 
brave men and citizens was much to be lamented, yet 
the indignation of the people, and the ignorance, wick-' 
ednefs, and folly of the contrivers of that unjuft and’ 
horrid war, carried oif a great degree of the forrow 
■which many felt ?t the lofs apd difgrace of our army. 
As our troops were taken prifontrs of war, fome 
thought it more fortunate than if they had been killed 
in battle, in a caufe, the orthodoxy of which had never 
vet been fully demonfirated by the mofl; fanguine ad- 
vocates thereof. 

It may eafily be fuppofed that thofe who had been 
^ from the beginning againft that bloody and unreafon- 
ablc war, would be ready to let the miniftry hear of 
the folly and weaknefs of their meafurcs. The mini- 
fter’s declaration intheHoufe of Commons concerning 
the convention ol Saratoga, brought forth the fevereftas 
yvell as the moft juft and equitable charges againft him. 
The principle and policy of the war were arraigned, 
and the incapacity of the miniftryto carryit on,fuppofe 
it had been juft, was painted in the ftrongeft colours. 
The whole plan of the expedition was condemned iq 
the ftrongeft terms ; it was declared an abfurd, incon> 
fiftent and imprafticable fcheme, and which the chief 
of a tribe ot favages would have been aftiamed to ac- 
knowledge. The hero of this fcheme was told that 
they did no: judge himfrom qvents, but had warned him 

■ ■■ :!■ 


Digitized by Google 



lA. D. 177« the war in AMERICA. ,*i 

of the fatal confcquenccs of his plan before this event 
had happened. That they had been laughed at for 
warning him of what had happened, and told that 
they were fpeakingby prophecy. Theyalked h’.i if 
he was now fatished with the truth of their prophe- 
cies and prediftions. They afiirmcd that ignorance 
had ilatnped every ftep of the expedition, but it was 
the ignorance of the miniflcr, and not of the general } 
a minifter that w-ould venture fitting in his clofet, not 
only to dire£l the general operations, bur ail the parti- 
cnlar movements of a war carried on in the interior 
defarts of America, and at the dillancc of three thou- 
fand miles. 

The northern expedition was perhaps as ill-contriv- 
ed and unfuccefsfully executed, as any that is record- 
ed in hillory. The pretended defign of it was to 
form a junftion between Sir William Howe and Gene- 
ral Burgoyne, through woods and defarts, rivers and 
lakes ; where many large vcffels were to be built, many 
extcnfive woods to be cut through, and roads continu- 
ally impaffablc, to be levelled, mended, and repaired. 
This meafure might have been effeded by fea in lef< 
than a month, without much danger, and at a more 
moderate expcnce. But the ignorance, and ftupidity 
of- the contriver of this expedition is beyond al) pa- 
rallel in hiftory; for at the very time that he intend- 
ed that the two armies fliould join, he ordered the 
one army to march from New York to the fouthward, 
and commanded the northern army from Canada to 
follow it. This was a ftrange method for thefc two 
bodies to meet in any center, to march in the fame 
line of direftion after each other ; but this minifter, 
who ever fincc his fcrvice in the laft war had formed 
ideas of military operations, different from all othevs 
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of mankiad, was now detennined to pra£fife accord- 
ing to his own plan of manoeuvres, lie perceived by 
a kind of intuition all the woods and fwamps in Ame- 
ricr. and had fo formed his plan of op>eratioo« that the 
General was nor at liberty to deviate* one inch front 
his appointment. In this refpeft, the General was 
altogether cramped in his commiflion, and was under 
the ncccfllty either to run headlong to his own de- 
ftruftion, or to difobey the orders of his fuperiors. — i 
.Perhaps the commander in chief in this^expedition 0- 
ver-rated his own abilities, and raihly engaged to per-; 
form a talk which he had not pcrfe^ly examined, nor 
thoroughly underftood ; and he is greatly to be blam- 
ed for perfifting to execute a plan which he found 
concerted by folly, ignorance, and ambition. No 
General who knew the duties of his office would have 
engaged to purfue the plan of any minifter of ftatc, 
without having a difcrciionary power of dircdling the 
fubordinate meafures according to the belt of his owq 
judgment. 

It was fully perceived by all difeerning perfons, 
that the miniitcp had no fettled plan of the American 
war, though he obftinaiely perfifted in carrying it on, 
and would not deviate from the feveral fcheraes of 
his own folly and ignorance, which he had begun. 
Whether he was the dupe of falfc information, or 
wilfully contrived inconfiftcncies, is not altogether 
evident ; but h's own account of the ftatc of America 
was glaringly prepofterous. At one time he gave out 
that they were only a trifling mob, and that ninc- 
tenths of thepeoplc were zealous for government ;•»- 
and yet what is exceedingly ftrangc, this large and 
vaft majority fuffered themfcivesto be fleeced and dri- 
ven like flieep by that ragged handful of their owt^ 
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rabWe. The next day, when 'all the feudal dungeon* 
of Gornlany were to be fcourcd for military flavcs to 
cut the throats of thcfc rebels, and the fubflancc of 
Britain exbaufted to maintain them, the Americans 
Were become tmtnerous, and powerful. The dclufion 
was become highly contagious, and they were to be 
brought to their fenfes by nothing fhort of the exer- 
tion of the whole ftrcngih of the mother country. — 
We were again told that the colonifts were all cow- 
ards ; that the fight of an Englifli grenadier, was fuflS- 
ciedt to throw a whole province into a panic ; but 
what feemed ftrangely inconfirtent, was, that near 
60,000 men, with an immenfe naval force, (liould be 
fent to reduce thefc cowards and poltroons. This 
fort of inconfiftcncy plainly flic wed, that the miniflry 
had no true intelligence of matters of faft, but were 
• ready to believe thofc flavifii wretches their governors 
in America, who only told them ftories agreeable to 
(their depraved inclinations, and fuited their lies to 
their own intcreft, and the ambition of the court. 

1 The aflfair of Saratoga, was a difmal commentary 
upon the ignorance and inconfiftency of the Mindcn 
Hero and his brethren ; he could not now deny that 
one ofrhe heft appointed armies that ever had been 
feat from Europe to America had been obliged to de- 
liver np^ their arms, and furrender to thofc that he 
had reprefented as a contemptible rabble, without dif- 
cipliBe, It was now that the miniflers began to talk 
of peace, and to affirm what all the world know to be 
falfe, that they were inclined to peace from the begin- 
tiing ; but the truth of the matter was, they could 
•not tell what to fay : they were caiched in their c.v'n 
fnare, and entangled in toils of their own making. — 
■They now began- to feel that the American war was 

a 


Digitized by Google 



3^4 H I T o R y 6y . i. D. mt 

a very ferious affair, and produced events totally 
beyond the reach of their apprchcnfion. But what 
methods to purfuc were not eafily to be determined ; 
they liad no wifdom to devife proper plans ; they had 
DO defire for peace, and they knew not how to carry 
on the war. 'I'heir enemies began now to colleft an 
their mifearriages, and point out their caufes. Among 
many others, the hiring and employing favagrs was ful- 
ly difculTed j and it mull be allowed that ihismeafurc 
will, as long as the hilfory thereof is handed dowm to 
pollerity, difgrace the prefent reign, and thole mini- 
ffers chat promoted it. The fums fpent in hiring ra- 
vages were enormous, and their fervice rather hurtful 
jhan ufcfitl to thofe who employed them, and a dif- 
grace to any government. Their method of making 
war is horrible, and ftiockingto the manners of all ch 
vilized nations : it far exceeds the ferocity of any other 
barbarioiis that have been recorded by cither ancient 
,or modern hiflory. Thcfe favages have but two 
principal objects in all their W'ars j the one is the in- 
dulgence of their native cruelty, by the deftruftion, or 
if polFible, the extermination of their enemies j and 
the other, which depends upon the former, is the glo- 
ry of acquiring the greatefl number of fcalps, which 
are hung up and preferred with the greatefl care, in 
their huts, as perpetual trophies of victory, conqucfl, 
and perfoua! prowefs. 

As they have neither pecuniary emolumeqts, nor 
thofe honorary titles or dilUnftions which are fo flat- 
tering in civilized nations, to beffow, the rewards of 
danger and w'arfare confifts in human fcalps, in human 
fl.fli, and the gratifications arifing from torturing, 
mangling, roafting alive by flow fires, and frequently 
even devouring their captives. Thefc arc tfic re- 
wards 
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Wards of lodian warriors, and fuch are the horrors of 
an Indian war. There is one apology which the mi- 
niftry made for employing the farages, namely, that 
if his Majefty had not employed them, that the rebels 
would have done it. But this, like many others of 
their apologies; was without all foundation. There 
was no proof or evidence that the colonilts ever in- 
tended to employ thefe barbarians, or had they ever 
attempted to enter into any offcnfive alliance with 
them. All that ever they defired of them was, that 
they would obferve a ftrift neutrality, and be quiet. — 
They had a£iually entered into a treaty ot neutrality 
with the five famous Indian nations, which our mini- 
ftry had bribed to violate, and to aft ofTcnfivdy aqainlh. 
the colonies; At the very time the Americans were 
■entering into treaties of neutrality with as many of 
the favagcs as they could perfuadc to that meafurej 
the Britiih agents under the direftion of the miniftry, 
were hiring the barbarians to deftroy the fuhjefts of 
the empire from one end of America to another. — 
This was dcmonftrated by fevcral papers that came be- 
fore the Hdufc of Commons; 

The wickednefs of this infernal fcheme will cleave 
to the authors of it, and, like a miiftoue, fink down to 
deftruftion all the other mcafures that ever they (hall 
be engaged in ; for the hiflory of mankind, cannot 
fliew a fingle inftance where providence ever honour- 
ed any perfons by being iuftrutnents of doing good; 
who had wilfully and obftinately perfifted in doing' 
fo much evil. For the fake of having the affiftance 
of favage butchers to malliicre old men, women, and 
children, the government paid the enormous fum of 
150 oool. though they never could bring above 7 or 
loo of them into the field. It is a ^hing beyond ail 
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dlfputc, that It was not the intention of fhc minifti^ 
to qoafli what they called rcbcUioni but to extirpate 
the whole race of tho^e malcontents in America. — ->-* 
For if it had been their intention to 'have pot an end 
to the rebellion, they would undoubtedly have purfu- 
cd wifer mcafures than they have ever yet done. It 
affords but a melancholy reflexion to the fubjefta 
of Great Britain to find that the morahty of this war 
is always put out of the queftion, and the neceffity 
for carrying it on is urged upon principles that would 
difgrace Indian favages. We havepafled the Rubicony 
and have entered the field of difgrace and ruin, and 
for that reafon we muft not rctra^f, but go on from 
evil to worfe. Such principles of aftion, when read 
in hiflory by impartial future ages, will make our pof- 
terity fliudder to think from what a ftrange race of 
men they have dciccndcd. 

Notwithftanding the folly and madnefs of all the 
fchemes of the miniftry concerningthis war, the prime' 
ininiller in the Houfe of Commons had the effrontery 
ro declare, “ that events had turned out very differ- 
ently from what he had reafon to e.xpeft.” It is not 
oafy to fay what idea fome men have of providence, 
but if this mi.aifter aftually believes that there is a di- 
vine providence, he could have no reafon to believe 
that things would fall out otherwLfe than they have 
happened ; for among all the reafons alligncd for this 
unjuft and unrighteous war, there is not one that any 
fober man could fatisfy his confcience with, or declare 
was worthy of the blood of one fingle fubjeft. 

As the miniftry now on account of ncccftity, began 
to think of terras of reconciliation with the colonics,- 
a great part of the public debates of parliament, and 
difputcs through the nation, were employed on thac 
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fobjcft. The bill iifclf, and the coinmiflloncrs ap- 

pointed to manage the negociaiion did not promife. 
flair for a reconciliation j — they were all the nicancfli, 
.creatures of the court, and of the miniftry that were, 
appointed to this cotnmiilion : and though in their 
own efteera and that of their friend?, they were.confi- 
dered great men, yet no particular aflion of < their 
whole lives had fo dihinguilhed them as to give a fane*, 
tion to their appointment. The whole of this pro- 
ceeding was conlidered by wife men rather as a tni- 
nifterial farce, than a real intenuon of reconciliatioa 
with the colonies. It was eafily forfeen what would 
be the iffue of this comic oper^i, both from the fea- 
fon in which it was propofed.to be affed, as well as 
from the wifdom of the managers, and the abilities of 
{the a^orson the fide of Great Britain.. A treaty was 
already concluded betweea Fiance and America, 
which was not likely to be difannullcd by tlic cotti 
grefs for the fake of pleafing a mitiilfry that had wan- 
tonly and cruelly flied the blood of their beft and ueart 
eft friends and relations. Nor were they likely to 
break their faith and theirfirft public treaty with a new 
ally, and fo CiXpofc their infidelity to all the world, 
tor the advantage of a parent ftate, that had behaved 
as a barbarous and cruel ftep-mother. And fiappofe 
there had been no fuch obftacles in the way, was it 
probable that they would liften to any terms from the 
prefent miniftry or their agents. The whole of this 
political farce was confidcrcd as only a feheme to wafiq 
a little money upon a needy nobleman and other twq 
mtnifterial favourites. One of which had for Ibme 
time gained the confidence of the people by a£fing the 
hypocrite, and had. been in training by the mover of 
puppets, fpt fome years, ant} was judged worthy to 
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aft a part in this new comedy. The whole of the 
proceedings at home concerning this conciliatory bill, 
convinced all parties before the commiilioners depart-' 
cd what would be the fuccefs of their commillion. . 

While matters were agitated at home according tq 
the diftereni humours and difpoiitioos of party, a fort 
of key to the comrniflioners with refpeft to rheir fuc- 
cefs, was fent through the medium of General Bur- 
goyne to the Earl of Thanet, by General Gates, one 
6f the commanding officers in the American fervicc. 
This conquering General declares his concern at thq 
unhappy rupture between the mother country and 
the colonies, and fays that ;he could not help feeling 
for the misfortunes brought upon his native country 
by the wickednefs of that adminiftration who began 
and had continued that unjuft, impolitic, cruel, and 
unnatural war. He ftates, that the difmembering of 
the empire, the lofs of commerce, of power and con- 
fequence amongft the nations, with the downfall of 
public credit, are but the beginnings of thofc evils 
tivhich muft inevitably be followed- by a thoufand 
more, unlefs timely prevented by fome lenient hand, 
fome flatc phyheian, with the firmnefs, integrity, and 
the abilities of a Chatham, joined to the vifdom, vir- 
tue, and jnftice of a Cambden. Such a man, he ob- 
ferved, aided by perfons as independent in their for- 
tunes as unfullicd in their honours, and who never 
bowed their heads to Baal, might yetfavc the finking 
ftatc. But that great objeft could only be obtained, 
he added, by confirming that independency, which 
the people of the continent of America were deter- 
mined only to part with along with their lives. Such 
a miniftcr, he faid, would do as all other wife fiatef- 
men had done before him. He would be true to the 
‘‘-t" ' ' ' ^ intcrefts 
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mtercfts and welfare of his country, and by refcinding 
the refolutions palled to fupport that fyllcm which no 
power on earth can ellablilh, he will endeavour to rc- 
ftore fo much of the empire in profperiiy and honour 
as the circumftanccs of the times and the raal adminir 
ftration of ihofc who ruled before him, have left to hi$ 
government. The United States of America w'ere, 
he faid, willing to be the friends, but would never 
fubmit to be the haves of the parent hate. They are, 
faid he, by confauguinity, by commerce, by language, 
and by affeftions, which naturally fpring from thefe, 
more attached to England than to any other country 
under the fun. Therefore, added he, fpurn not the 
blefiing that yet remains. Inftantly withdraw your 
fleets and armies, cultivate the fricndlbip and com* 
merce of America. Thus and thus only can England 
hope to be great and happy. Seek that in a commer- 
cial alliance ; feek it ere it be too late, for there only 
you muft expeft tp find it. Thefe were hints which 
the miniftry might have profited by, liad not the 
things that belonged to their own, and the nations 
peace been Ihid from their eyes. 

After thefe hints, and others of the like kind that 
had been frequently given by the grcatelf authority in 
America, it was altogether vain tq fend commillioners 
with any other powers than what had an immediate 
relation to grant fully and freely thofe leading objefts 
pf this great conteft. The commiffioners were far 
from men of cither the chara^er or capacity of a 
Chatham or a Cambden, and the mlnilfry were far 
from granting fuch powers as were nccelTary to ac- 
CompHfli a reconciliation. This letter which w’as in- 
tended as-a friendly hint to Great Britain, was not al- 
lowed to be read in the houfe wliere it was commu- 
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nicated. This had no friendly afpcft, at a time when 
commiflioners were going to America to treat about 
reconciliation ; and it plainly ihewed, that diiiimula- 
tionand hypocrify were at the foundation of the whole 
proceeding. There could be no more dilhonour in 
reading a letter fent by a rebel officer, than in fending 
commiffioners to negociatc with rebel Hates. But 
when men once fall into the maze of inconfiftcncy, 
there is no end of their wandering. The Briiiffi mi- 
nillry wanted one eflential principle neceffary in all 
reconciliations, and that i', the fpirlt of forgivenefs : 
they were detcrmine '3 at the fame time that they pro- 
pofed a reconciliation, to remember their old claims, 
and indulge the fuppoGtion of rebellion and difaffec- 
tion in the charaftor of the colonifts. And it would 
require more charity than the nature of the thing ad- 
mits of, for thofc that are any way acquainted with 
the charaiHers of the Briiilh minifhy to beliere that 
they intended ftnccrely 10 promote a reconciliation. — ^ 
Had they actually intended to have p'-omoied this de- 
firable end, they wou’d have witharawn their fleets 
and armies, and ihcwed fomc flgns of forgivenefs by 
removing tbeobjeffs of terror and dcflniction. This 
W'onldhavc intimated a difpofitionof being reconciled, 
and inclined rhe minds of the Americans to have 
liflened to an accomodation. But men coming with 
arms in their hands, did nor fh'cw very fignificant 
marks of reconciliation. It was generally fuppofed 
that the influence of contra£fors, and otherminillcrial 
tools, a fort of political vermin, that live upon the 
ruin and fores of the public, had a mighty hand in pre- 
venting the fuccefs of ali conciliatory meafures, by vo- 
ting on the fide of every ihotion that any way tend- 
ed to clog the Dcgociation. Among thefe d?rourers 
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of the community, iJhe reafonablenefs of the war and 
the honour of the nation, were conftant topics of ar- 
gument, when their real meaning was their own inte- 
reft and emolument. While parliament were debat- 
. ingxroncerning a method of reconciliation, the French 
bad actually figned a treaty of couiuierce with the, 
Americans, and had a fieet ready to fail to fuppon ir. 
Of all this the miniltry were cither ignorant, or at 
kail pretended to be fo j and when they were requir- 
ed to Qieak explicitly upon the fubjeit, replied they 
bad only heard of tlicfe things. It was not long till 
the miuifter was obliged to bring the French King’^ 
declaration into the Ilcufc, with many grievous cora- 
plaims ol the treachery of the French, and their per- 
fidy in breaking the faith of treaties. 'Ihis was con- 
fidered as a deferved rub to the tn'miftcr and the am. 
bafiador at Paris, who had not endeavoured to be bet- 
ter informed couceri«ng matters oi fo great import- 
ance to the nation. As to the breach of faith intranf- 
grclTmg treaties, it did net appear that there was any. 
treaties that confidered the American independence 
at forbidden in it ; or that the French might not enter 
into a treaty with thefe colonilts, provided they w?rc 
free dates, as well as England did with the States of 
Holland. The charge of perfidy, fuppofmg the French, 
might in former cafes have deferved it, could notia 
this be fo well applied to the n ; and it was confidered 
as minillcrial cant ufed ii> all cafes when nations enter- 
ed into war. 

The doftrine of French perfidy was fnlly pubiillicd 
by the friends of the minilter, more with a defign to 
inflame the nation againft the Americans than agnlnll 
the Honfc of Bourbon. It w'as believed that the peo- 
ple in general would now conCder the war in a new 
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light, and engage heartily agamft the colonifts, be- 
tfaufe they had entered into a treaty with the French 
King. Whatever might be the fecrct views and dc- 
figns of the part es, yet there appeared nothing in thei 
face of the public tranfaftions, uncommon, unjud, or 
unreafonable. The miniftry had by a conrfc of vio- 
lent and unconftiintional meafures driven the colonills 
to a date of independency, and they had now pub- 
nflied that independency, and declared themfelvesfrcc 
flates to the world. In the view of the powers of Eu- 
rope, the American colonies belonged no more tb 
Great Britain than the United States of Holland be- 
longed to the Spanifh monarchy ; they could not inr 
entering into any treaty with the thirteen colonies, 
or ilatcs in America, be confidercd as guilty of infring- 
ing any treaty that had been formerly made between 
any nations in Europe^ unlefs this cafe had been ex- 
preffed in fuch a treaty. It was undoubtedly as lit- 
tle imagined by any ftate in Europe that Great Bri- 
tain would have behaved fo impolirically as to drive her 
colonies to the ftep they had now taken, as that it is 
unjufl for any power in Europe to enter into a treaty 
of commerce with them. The whole force of this 
charge of perfidy depends upon the juflice of our 
"conduff with America, and of her right to declare 
herfelf independent, when (he could not poflefs thofe 
natural rights which the taws of England have fecur- 
cd to all the fubjeffs of the Brittfh empire. It might 
not even be incumbent upon the French to enquire 
into the nature of the claims of parties ; the queflioa 
which they principally were concerned to know was, 
the matter of facf, whether the colonifts were inde- 
pendent flates ? If Great Britain in her hour of fol- 
ly andmadnefs, had driven them from her, it was no 

perfidy 
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perfidy in any other nations to fcrve their own intcrcft 
"^by entering into a commercial ncgociation with them. 

The idea of the treachery of the French, and that 
how the caufcs of the war were changed, or at leaft 
in fome mcafiire altered, produced a wonderful change 
jupon the minds of many who othcrwife difapproved 
the proceedings agaihft the Americans: Some by 

confounding the ideas of the j uft ice of the Amcricatt 
refiftance, with thofe of the injuftice of the French in- 
terference, began to. view them as one object, and 
thought that the whole was now a French war — 
and others through the hope of particular gain, en- 
gaged heartily in the conteft; and Commenced hoftili- 
•ties for the fake of plunder, A great number of pri- 
Wateers were fitted otit by combinations of merchants;; 
and gentlemen, to dlftrcfs the iradq of the French^ 
limderthe liotion that the French were their enemies 
for making a treaty with the colonlfts, by which their 
monopoly of trade was interrupted. Thcjuftice and 
morality of the caufe were totally put out of the, 
queftion, arid private intercft was the grand fpring of 
action arid leading motiyd for manflaughxcr, blood* 
Ihed, and plunder; 

' The convention of Saratoga had for fome time 
been matter 'bf altercation at home ; the troops who 
were made prifoners of war had not been fcnt home 
according to agreement, and the miniftcrial writers 
Were nowbiifily employed in publifhing the perfidy of 
the Americans, as well as the treachery of the French: 
The caufe and circumftances of this delay were not 
as yet known in Britain, and every one was left to nil 
dulge his own conjecture. - As nothing could be affirm- 
ed for certain, the hirelings of the miniftry, whofe 
f onfcicnces generally arc not very fcrupulous with re- 
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gard to truth, founded with a loud alarm, that all the 
articles of convention had been . broken by the con- 
grefs, and they, as well as the French, were a faithlefs 
as well as rebellious aflembly. As circumftances con- 
cerning this tranfaftioa were not fufficiently known for 
impartial perfons to form a judgment upon, thefc 
fcriblers were fufferered to go on without any reply 
or conttadi£lion. The ground of this accufaiion was 
a complaint of the Britilh ofEcers concerning their 
quarters near Boftbn, as being neither conformable to 
their expeftation nor rank, or to the terms of conven- 
tion and capitulation. Upon tills head. General Bur- 
goyne in his complaint to the congrefs, had exprelTed 
himfelt in llrong terms, which they confidered as 
charging them with a violation of the conditions of the 
convention, and with a defign in him and his men to 
Gonfider the capitulation as broken ; for as he had 
charged them with infringing the articles, they coiv- 
ceived that he did not confider himfclf bound by them, 
when once he and his men were cut of their power — 
Theyalfo infilled that theyhadfulEcientreafonstobe-- 
Jieve that the foldiers had not delivered up all their ao 
coutrements, which they confidered as a breach of the 
articles of capitulation. Their refolution upon this 
bead the writers of the Annual Regiflercall a paltry 
refolution, (hameful in its nature, and higlrly difgrace? 
ful to the congrefs. But thefe authors ought to have 
remembered that thofe that are unfaithful in little will 
alfo be unfaithful in much ; and one article of conven- 
lion is really as binding as another. The charge of 
infringing the capitulation depends upon the matters 
pf fa£l, whether the men did fecret their accoutre- 
ments, or whether the Americans could really afford 
the Britifh officers as good quarters as they thought 

they; 
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they had reafon to expert from their rank, and thc' 
terms of capitulation ? The authors already mention* 
cd are obliged to acknowledge, that the Britilh com- 
-manders had made a rcquilition of fome deviation 
from the terms of convention, which they fay was ra- 
ther unlucky in point of time. They had requefted 
the embarkation of the convention troops, cither at 
the found, -near New ¥ork, or at Rhode Ifland, in- 
'ftead of Bolton, which was the place appointed for' 
riteir. departure. And in confequence of the hope 
entertained that;this propofal would have been com- 
plied with, the tranfporis for tlie conveyance were af- 
Tembled at Rhode idfland. The ..congrefs refufed to 
comply with this rcquilition, alledging that it afford- 
cd grounds-of.fufpicion, that the meafare waspropo-j 
icd merely to afford an opportunity to the convention 
.Koops, to join their fellows with an intention of mak* 
•ing fome pretence for evading or 'breaking the terms 
of capitulation, and continuing to aff in America to 
^ great detriment of the common caufe. Whatcon- 
firmed this fpfpicion, they faid, was, that the . 26 
tran^rts which were provided at Rhode Ifland were 
infufficitnt for the conveyance of 5 or 6000 men in a 
winter voyage to Europe : and that in the prefentftate 
pf things, with refpefl: to provifions both in the Bri* 
ttfli fleet and army, it was fcarcely poffiblc that they 
could have been viftuallcd for fo long a voyage and 
Xo great a number of men in fo Ihort a time. When 
all thefe things are conlidered it wilknot appear fa 
plain that the Americans tranfgrcffed the articles of 
convention ; but that if there was any infringement 
of them, that it was on the part of Great Britain and 
her officers. But what confirms the matter, that the 
/lolonifts did not break the convention, is, what Gene- 
ral Bprgoync declared in the Houfe of Commons, 

namely. 
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namely, that the co'nvcntt6n was not broken, but fiif.: 
pended, which was owing to our own government not’ 
ratifying the agreement. It appears now perfcftly 
clear from what that General hath himfetf acknow* 

V ' ' 

ledged, that the Americans have had good reafoos foe 
what they have done ; and all that t^ hirclingi ofthe- 

court have faid is no more than that common flaBdet 

• * * 

•which they threw forth againft all whom they do not 
confidcr in their intcreft. ^ 

f ^ ' 

The colonifts on their part accufe our armics’of the 
greateft barbarities and cruelty, which they cxccutcA 
upon inofFcnfive wpmen, old men, and children, un- 
provoked, and for noreafon, unlcfs tofatisfy ad innatd 
principle of wanton favagenels, equal to that of theic 
brethren of the fodian tribes. It were to be wiftied • 
that the. Britifh troops had behaved with more huma- 
nity, both for the take of their own chara£ler and that 
of the nation they belonged to ; but when the caufea 

and firft principles of the wai^ are.con(idercd,‘the cx^ 

* ' • * 

ecution and effects of it could not be well expefted to. 
be otherwife than they have happened.- The Ame- 
ricans were firft painted in all the ugly and deteftibfe 
colours of difaftetftion and rebellion, and reprefented 
as a people of the moft abominable and faftions princt* 
pies; unworthy of favour, fair play, or 'even exift-’ ' 
cnce. Men in a military profeflion are* not in gene- 
ral over nice in examining the truth of government 
deferiptions ; they are its fervant's, and reckon theid-, 
fclves obliged to obey the mandates thereof implicitly: 
The fcyeral a6ls of feverity which they cdtinmr, they 
generally impute to their orders’, and ednfider the 
a£Uons and the guilt which attends them, the proper- 
ty of their employers. Slaughter to them* appears in 
the fame light with their other military cxcrcifcs, a nc- 
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ceffary efFcft of fupcrior command, for which thcfirft 
authority is only accountable. The burnii.gof JESa- 
. pus, and killing fo many unarmed people, though k 
may appear to thofc who viewobjcfts in amoral ligl^ 
fttockingly cruel, in the firft inflance, yet to foidieri 
it appears no more than an accident 0 ^ war, w'itli 
which no man’s confcience was concerned. 

It is fomewhat furprifieg, that the humanity with 
which General Gates treated General Burgoyoe an4 
his army, flictuld not hare had fome effeft upon the fu- 
ture conduft of our army, and made them more mer- 
ciful to people who had Ihewn fo much clemency tot 
their brethren. Yet all this favour and politenef* 
fhewn by the colonifts was repaid by frefh and repeat- 
ed a^fs of military barbarity, Such is the caprice of 
erroneous principles when once they are aiTumed, that 
they difpofc men to reafon prepoftcroufly and to 
draw coBclnfions that cannot be jullly inferred front 
any data given in reafon or human nature. It W’as ar- 
gued in defence of Britilh cruelty that the objeflt 
thereof were rebels, and that no cruelty to fuch w'a« 
pnjuft ; that it came not under the notion of Cruelty, 
butjuftice, which was abfolately neceffaCy to fupport 
the honours of the laws and the governmeiu. 'I’hat 
the mercy fhewn by the Atnerican^ proceeded from a 
confeioufnefs of their error and guilt, or from an hy- 
pocritical policy to throw a reproach upo^ our army, 

by unprincipled afts of clemency. This method of 

rcafoning proceeded upon taking for granted a point 
which is yet exceedingly doubtful ; namely that the 
grounds of the war on the pan of Britain were fuffi- 
cicmly clear and juft; and that the principles of rebel- 
lion on the fide of the colonifts were abundantly plain 

from our laws and conftitution, Thcfc are points 

: which 
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which ought to have been fclf-cvident before the war 
•had been begun ; and beyond aH fufpicion before k 
fiad been carried on with fo much fevcrity and blood- 
shed. 

'Whatever might be the opinions of the miniftry, 
•the nation in general were of a different opinion ; 
the people were (hocked at the reports of fuch 
tin provoked afts of barbarity, and fpoke with great 

freedom concerningthe authors of the war. 

•The common people in general, by following nature 
ffloreclofely than thofe in high 'Hfc., judge with more 
impartiality concerning right and wrong j their minds 
are not warped by the prejudices of party, nor entan- 
gled in the toils of court fopdiiftry and •intriguc- 
Voxpopidi — voxDeit is a more univerfal rule than a 
great many people will allow k be ; the people, un- 
tefs when very powerful means are ufed to corrupt 
them, feldom judge wrong concerning public affairs 5 
•and though by courtiers and minifterial demagogues, 
they are accounted the feum of the earth, yet they are 
rather the fait thereof, from whence the favour of 
iruth flow?, and is difeerned among -them when it is to 
be perceived no where elfe. 


As the congrefs were inexorable with regard to all 
the folicitations and renaonftrances of General Bur- 
•goyne and the Britifli officers, and their meafures ap- 
peared now to ^ fettled points with them. It was al- 
leged, that their refolution, whicli'fufpended the ra- 
tification of the -convention of Saratoga, proceeded 
from the expedadon of the ratification of a treaty be- 
tween them and Fraace ; and that they only made the 
•non-ratification of the convention by Great Britain a 
pretence for their not fulfilling their part of the agree- 
ment. All this is exceedingly problematical. Tho' 


thefc 


\ 


Digitized by Google 


iS.lX,iT.;8 THE WAR IH AMERICA*. 3^ 

there circmuftances might each of them have their pas' 
ticular iofluencc, yet they had warrantable groups ti> 
lufpead the convention. It was neceflary that the 
quarters of the convention, troops fhould be difchargf 
,ed by the government of Great Britain, which as yet 
had taken no fteps for that purpofe, nor given any 
fecurity for defraying the cxpences which the troops 
had incurred during their ftay at Bofton. There isn» 
doubt but as they had reafonable caufes for fufpcnd- 
ing the convention, that they had alfo other political 
reafons for making ufe of thefc caufes. They were 
clofely prefled by a part of the King’s forces, at that 
time in a£);ual polTeflion of the mod confiderable of 
their cities, for greatncfs, wealth, and commanding; 
fituation, they confidered that fuffering ihofe conyen- 
lion troops to be fent to Europe from whence they 
might be eafily repfaced, would turn the fcales of war 
againd them, and therefore as they had fufficienc 
proofs of the troops having inforac indances tranfgrcf- 
fcd the convention, though they might have in other 
cafes overlooked fuch a tranfgreffion r yet as their 
own fafety depended much upon the opportunity they 
BOW had of taking the advantage thereof, they reck- 
oned themfclves fufficiently juflified in what they did. 

It is not in any degree doubtful that our minidry, not- 
withdanding all their complaints of infidelity on the 
part of the colonids, would have taken the fame ad- 
vantage of circumdanccs of the fame nature. 

It does not however appear that the Americans ■ 
were influenced by any certainty of the treaty with 
France, when they pafled their refolution fufpending 
the ratification of the convention, for the refolution 
was pafled on the 8th of January, and the ratification 
•f the treaty did not arrive in America till the 2 d of 
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May. The colonifts were fufficicntly provoked id 
take fomc refolutc fteps, for their country was moft 
dreadfully harrafled, waded, and burnt by bur troops. 
The Briiifli forces, indcad pf carrying on a regular 
war, began now to adt as free hooters and plunder- 
ers. Colonel Abercrotnby made fome predatory cx- 
curfions into the Jerfics, and on the Delaware, where 
he killed foine men, and carried off as much booty as 
he could find. By our accounts at home he fudained 
no lofs in thefe excuriions ; but from fome accounts 
which have been received from that quarter of the 
world, it is confidently affirmed that his lofs was great- 
er than his advantages ; and that though he did much 
mifehief, that he paid well for it in lofs of men, which 
then was fcverely felt. The lofs of the Americans oni 
ihefe occafions was exceeding)' great, bat this only 
tended to exafperate them, and not to humble them j 
it roufed their fpirits, but did not deprefs them, 
and they exerted all their powers to make reprifals 
whenever they could find an opportunity. Their pri- 
vateers were in general pretty fuccefsful in taking 
Britilh velTcIs, and venturi even fo far as to make at- 
tacks upon our coafts. Cunningham and Jones, twof 
captains of privateers, created much alarm upon the. 
coafts of Ireland and Scotland, and the latter had 
well nigh fet fire to Whitehaven on the coaft of Kng- 
land ; he landed fome of his men in tlie bay of Kirkud- 
bright, and plundered the houfe of L. Selkirk, of all the 
plate that was in it. And it is fuppofed that had his 
Lordfliip been at home, that Jones intended to have 
carried him off a prifoner. The enormity of this of- 
fence of Captain Jones was aggravated by the inini- 
ftry with the epithets of rebellion, villany, and injilf^ 
lice V and hh charai^r deferibed as one of the moft 
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^otni^blc.fn.'the world. The Americans who cm- 
•plpycd him were charged with all his pad iniquities, 
as /Well as with hjs prefcot crimes, and they were now 
conftdered as the mod daring invaders that ever ex- 
illed upon this ; habitable globe. The people who 
•bronght . this charge did not coafider that the Ameri- 
x;ans had learned this method of attack and plunder-, 
ing from ihe.Britiflx goTerninent and troops, and were 
Teady to return the accufations with double force up- 
on theTnglifli nanon ; which had without provoca- 
-tion burn: their towns, murdered their inolFenfive 
farmers, women and children, in the mod wanton and 
i cruel manner. It was, trulyi 'exceedingly ridiculous 
•toj hcar the complaints and .accufations that were 
r Brought at this time againd the Congrefs and the A- 
.mcricans, foir invading our coalts, whven oUr troops 
-were carrying fword and;fire into their country as far 
■as they dur.d go. The mod inveterate enemies of the 
•Colonics could not fay that thefe freebooters upon 
. our coadsjihad as.yctcomraitted any barbarities ; but 
had behaved .with an addrefs fuitablc to the mod 
civilized charafifers in carrying on war. They had ra- 
•viftied no women, murdered no old. men or children* 
nor behaved .rudely to any people beyond the com- 
•n»on rules of the faired war; and yet no Turks nor 
•favages.could be reprefented in a worfe point of light. - 
;Paul Jones was reprefented as the chief of traitors to 
his coimtrv, while as yet his identity was not fully af- 
-certained nor could any tell to what country he be- 
longed. This adventerous freebooter, whatever 
might be his country or charaftcr, was jud as honed 
R pirate as any other ot the commanders of privateers 
•upon the coaft. • In any nation to give authority to 
■men to affault. hoqed traders upon the hrgh'fcas, 
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becaufe of the quarrels of princes, or Rates, is to give 
fanflion to companies of robbers, and by the au- 
thority of government to give men liberty to commie 
the moft flagrant injnflice. 

It may appear, in fome future period, exceedingly 
ftrange, that at the very time that Great Britain was 
appointing commiflloners to treat with the coloniRs 
concerning a-reconcilintioHi that even at that moment 
flic was committing the moft cruel and barbarous de- 
predations upon the coafts and in the country of the 
y\mericans.. Towards the end cf May fome expedr- 
tions from Rhode Ifland, were very deftruftive 
to the colonifts.. Thefe plundering parties fpared 
neither ftiips, boats, ftores, houfes, nor places of wor» 
ftiip ; ail things facred and profane, were difpofed of 
in the fame manner j that is, were con fumed by fire. 
Private property, as well as public ftores, were dc- 
ftroyed, and every thing ufeful to man that the fire 
could confume was in many places reduced to alhes.^ 
The oflTicers who were employed in thefe expeditions-- 
who were generally as zealous as. the foldiens 
in affs of depredation, being aftiamed of what they 
had done, laid the blame of burning private houfes^ 
upon the violence and rage of the men, and faid they 
were contrary t o their orders and intentions.. Th«- 
Was confidcred as only an apology to cover in part 
thofe enormities^ which they could not vindicate 
cither to the w'orld or their own confcicnccs. 

The Americans made many charges of cruel- 
ty, feme of which were but too well founded againft: 
the troops of Britain on thefe occafions. Particularly 
the refufing of quarter, and of flauglitering men in 
cold blood, feveral of whom neither had arms in their 
hands nor, were in any military capacity. On the 
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.fidcof Rhode IQand the charges were of the moft pofi- 
tire nature } and they complainedof the troops for car- 
rybg off the moft peaceable inhabit! nts of the coun- 
try, and detaining them as prifoners of war, until 
they fhould in fome future time be exchanged for an 
«qual number of foldiers taken on their fide. It was 
replied in defence of our officers and men, that as all 
men in that country were obliged by their laws to car- 
ry arms from fixteen to fixty, they were therefore to 
be conhdered, and treated as foldiers at all ti,mes, 
whether they were found in aflual fervice or not. — 
This .was very feeble and weak rcafoning ; for tlie 
feme thing may be faid of Engliftimen at home. They 
are bound by the laws to ferve in the militia from a 
certain age to another period of their lives, and in 
, ady fimilar cafe ought to be made prifoners of -war, 
Thtfc were methods not very likely to produce a. 
tcconciliaiion, though tliis praitice was confidered by 
many at home as the moft certain and probable me- 
shod of effefting it. Like all the other fehemes of 
®ur miuiftry ihefe barbarous methods produced a. 
quite contrary efl'eiftto what they were intended. They 
roufed the minds of the colonifts and heated their re- 
sentment to luch a degree, that they wer-e more ready 
to feck to be revenged, than to be reconciled to men 
who were continuing to do them fuch effcntial inju- 
ries. It was impoffible for tlie Americans to believe 
that thefe peefons. ever intended to be reconciled, who 
were coniinuing to fpill their beft blood, and lay all 
their country wafte by fire and fword wherever they 
could find an opportunity. Thefe were fuch figua- 
jures of reconciliation, as are not ufually praftifed by 
jhofe who have fincere friendfliip in their hearts. — 
f rpni thefe circumftanccs it was eallly forefeen, that 
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Great Britain was nertKcr fiocerc iri/her* 
nor indeed defired reconciliation upon' any Otlier prw^ 
ciplc than' unconditional' fiibmiflion.* And nothing but 
the ftrongeft legiflative'alTurance that fhe w^diild itaird^ 
to an agreement, could hare warranted the coloiiifts 
to treat with her commilTioners. 'Stippbfe the Amc-' 
ricans had even been difpofed to have accepted ilie 
terms propofed in the cbmmiffioh,- yet they cotild- 
not have trulled the fccunty &at was giVen for the 
performance of the articles. The men that offered 
thefe terms were the very men that were wafting theif' 
"country, and (hedding their blood, who tculd riot tie 
trufted in any thing, as they had not the confidence o'f 
their own nation, and could notpolfibly have ih'b' 
confidence of the people they were llaughtering and 
deftroying. It was therefore ncceffary, that a decd 
of the whole legiflaturc ftiould be given before com- 
rhiffioncrs had been fent to treat concerning rccoilci- 
liaribn. • * 

There was ftill an apprehenfion that ruled in the 
minds of the Britifti miniftry,and which uniformly led 
them into many blunders, namely, thatthe cblonifts 
were greatly divided among themfelves. Under the 
influence of (his apprehenfion, they imagined thattho 
plan of reconciliation which they had formed and with 
which they themfeivcs wcrefcarcely fatisfied, wdiild 
be fo alluring to the colonifts that they would throw 
off the authority of the Congrefs,' and accept of the 
terms of reconciliation. Before the conciliatory bills 
were fully reduced into form and fliape, a rough 
draught of them was fent off to America to Governor 
Tryon, at New York, for him to circulate among the 
people of the revolted colonies at large. I'his pro~ 
duced a worfe cifc£l than had been forefeen, by our 
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roBi't poiillcians. It greatly aftonifhed arid provokcdr 
their own army atNew-York and other parts in Ame*f 
rioa ; their indignation wasraifed at the affront theieby*' 
put upon them, and nothing could exceed thedegra- 
diiion which they felt from the conceffions in this bill. 
They had been made to believe that they would be 
Aipported with fufficient aid to carry on the war with> 
vigour, and to finilh it foon. The nature and cir- 
cumffaneCs of the war, and the lotig c'ourfe of inju-j 
ries and Ioffes which had been offered and received,,' 
had by this time rendered every individual a party liof 
the conteft. The foldiers had been taught to think’ 
that nothing Icfs than abfolute conquch on their fide, 
and uaconditional fubmifllon on the other could bring 
the war to a conclufibn. I'hey blufhed at the re.f 
collcftion, and thought their pcrfonal honour wound- 
ed in the recantation which was now made of all that 
haughty language and treatment, ‘ which they had 
been accuflomed to hold out, or offer to rebels. Mi- 
litary men in general do not examine deeply into the 
merits of a caiifc, where prcfenc hope of advantage, 
or martial honours are to be acquired, Juiliceand 
equity are but feidom annexed to the ideas ofoffeu- 
five war. When once hoftiiities are begun, in the. 
ideas of foldiers, refillance in defending the mofl; fa- 
cred right is confidered an injury. And whoever 
fights agaiiilt them is confidered as their enemies^ 
though they themfclves are the unjuif invaders, and 
alone come under the notion of enemies. The ofil- 
CerS and foldiers at this time felt the difappointment. 
more fevercly, as they had been imade to expeef a 
relnfbrcement of 20,000 men, and inftead. of ,tlii^ 
kffiftailce had only received au iaQoniiilent and ab-, 
furd paper fubditute. It is-not eafy to deferibe the 
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forprize and amazement of the officers in the army ; 
they vented their indignation againft the minillryin 
louder exclamations than ever they had done againft 
ihc Americans, and did not only curfc the manager* 
in their hearts, but burft out into violent execrations 
of the loudeft nature. The numerous body of Ameri- 
can refugees found themfelves in a worfe fituation ; 
their feelings were more pungent and exquifitc than 
©Ten thofe of the army. They had fled to the army 
in expeftation of foon having the leading rule and 
the chief poflelfions in America in their power, to- 
gether with the hopes of gratifying their revenge 
upon thofe whom they thought had ufed them ill. 
They found not in the bills any fecurity to them for 
the things they expefted, and they knew what they 
deferved at tiie hands of their countrymen. A more 
difmal fituation cannot be conceived, than their ap* 
|>rehcnfion,fugg.cflcd to them. 

The method of pmbiication ofthefe bills produced 
as bad an effeft as the fending of them. They had 
been fent thr-ough the country by Tryon in the bell 
manner he could, which was confidered by the Can- 
^refs as an inftdious method to divide the people and 
to corrupt them. They therefore fliewed fuch a 
contempt of this method of ptroceeding that they or- 
dered the bills immediately to be pubiiflicd in their 
Gazettes and fliewn to all America, with very profit- 
able notes and commentaries. The addrefs of the 
Congrefs and General Waflaington on this occafion, 
might have taught our miniftry and commiffioners the 
charafters of the men they had now to deal with. — • 
Gcneral-Walhington, in anfwcr to a letter from Go- 
vernor Tryon, in which he defired him to circulate ■ 
feveral copies of the draughts pf the bills fent hint 

among 
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among the men and officers of his army inclofed in his 
letter to him a printed news paper in wliich they had 
been infcrtedby order of the Congrefs, accompanied 
by the refolutions of that diTembly upon the fubjecf. 
This (hews in what fovcreign contempt thcfe papers 
and their authors were held in by the Congrefs, and 
how little they feared their influence among the peo- 
ple. Governor T urnbull, in anfwer to a fimilar letter 
fent to him, obferved that propofitions of peace were 
ufually nude from the fupremc authority of one con- 
tending power to the like or fimilar authority of the 
other : And that the prtfent was the ftrd inftance 
within his recolleftiou in which they had been ad- 
dreffed to the people at hirgc of the oppolite power, 
as an overture of reconciliation. He proceeded, — 
“ • There waS' a day when even this ftep from our then 
acknowledged parent flatc, might have been accepted 
with joy and gratitude, but that is loft, and paft irre- 
vocably. The repeated rejeftion of our fincere and 
humble petitions, at the commencement of hoftilities; 
the inliumanity which has marked the profeemion of 
the war on your part in its feveral ftages j the info- 
Jence .vhicli difphiys iifelf on every petty advantage j 
the cruelties which have been e.xcrcifed on thofe un- 
liappy men, whom the fortune of w'ar has thrown 
into your hands ; ail chefe arc infupcrabic bars to the 
id,caof concluding a peace with Great liritain, upon- 
apy other conditions, than the moft abfolute and per- 
feft independence. He concluded his letter with the 
following obfervations upon, the reftoration of union 
by A lading and honourable peace, wlxich he declared 
to be the ardent wifli of every honeft Americaij, 
.namely, ‘ThejBritifh nation may thenfindus as'affedfion- 
Mc and valuable friends as we are now determined 
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anj fatal enemies, and will derive from that friend- 
fkip more lolid and real advantages, than the moft 
fangnine can expeft from conqued/ 

Ir muft have greatly mortified the prKle of Gover- 
nor Tryon to find that his papers were treated with 
fo much contempt by the Congrefs, and fiill more oh 
tlie account that they produced no effect upon the 
people. Thefc v;cre the iv;o ends of this publication 
of the rough draughts of thefc bills : firft to intimi- 
date and frighten the Congrefs, and fecondly to 
' divide the people. Neither of thefe defigns happen- 
ed to rake any eflfeff; What the miniflry at home 
‘imagined would create divifions among the colonifts, 
'united them more clofdy together ; for they faw that 
Britain firft wanted to make them behave like knaves, 
ai.v! then to treat them like fools, to make them break 
- tiieir agreement with an ally that had aflifted them 
in their drftrcfs, and throw thcmfelves into the hands 
of tyrants and perfecutors, who* had flaughtcred 
.'their people, and wafted their country.* Daring the 
time thefe tranfa6fions were carrying on,- neither 
the Congrefs nor General Waftiington were remifs 
' "in making vigorous preparations for -another cam- 
paign ; whilft both in' their public-a^fs fet- forth to 
'the people the'hopcs of it being the laft,and of their 
'driving the Britifli forces out of America. • General 
•Waftiington had now fully proved their patience and 
fubmiftion ''in their long- winter encampment; he 
'therefore (truck off all the unncccffary baggage of 
‘both men and officers to the clofeft bounds oPnccef- 
Tity, and made every other reformation which make 

•them nimble in feVvice and effe^five in a£tionV He 
■ alfo wrote a public letter -to the 'farmers in the mid- 
dle colonies^’ requefting thcfti to fatten cattle fer-the 
*■ army. 
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.army, for, the cofuing campaign. By this experi- 
ment he found how.his name and charafter operated 

in their eftecm. — The Congrcfs, among other 

things which fhewed their attention to the war, if- 
fued a refolution ftrongly urging the young gentle- 
men of the different colonies; to raifc a body of tight 
catalry at their own cxpencc, during the campaign ; 
promifing them fuch allurements, as were calculated 
to reconcile that order of men to the reftraints and 
duties of a military life, in the llmple rank and chai- 
rafter of private volunteers. 

The perfeft knowledge of the ratification of the 
treaty between France and Anjefica, bad not yet ar- 
rived on the wefiern continent, though It was general- 
ly believed it had taken effect. The agents for our 
government were on that account more bufy to ren- 
der it ineffeftual by ufing ail means direftly or indi- 
reftly that were in their power. .Nor were the Con- 
grefs wanting' on their partin'nfing the mod probable 
and rational means to bafllle all the attempts of their 
'enemies, and to render the Britifir coramifiion of no 
effe£l. After feveral deliberations Rnd refohuions, 
a declaration was publilhed by the Congrefs, That 
any man or body of men, who fltould prefume to ' 
make any convention or partial agreement with com- 
millioners under the crown of Great Britain, fliould 
be confidered and treated as enemies to the United 
States. That tlie United States could not with pro- 
priety, hold any cjnferencc or treaty with any com- 
miffioners on the part of Great Britain, unlcfs they 
ihould as a preliminary thereto, cither withdraw 
their fleets and armies, or elfr. in pofitive and 
exprefs tcfms acknowledge 'the independence of 
the ftates. And in as much as it appeared to be the 
F f f defigd 
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defign of their ene’tr.ies, to lull them into a fatal feett^ 
rity, they called upon the fevcral ftates to ufe the 
mo!l ftrenuoils exertions, to have their refpeftive quo- 
tas ol troops in the field as foon as polfible ; and that 
all their militia might be held in rcadinefs to a^t as 
occafion fhould require.’ All their refolutions upon 
this fubjeft were unaaim'oufly agreed'to, HOtwithftand- 
iiig that we were alTured at home, that the Congrefe 
was divided and that there were fcarcely two of them 
of one opinion. ' Thefe means of deception were 
very fatab lo our miniflrjv for they totally ruined thefr 
credit with the nation ; for their moft lincere friends 
who echoed all they faid, did not even believe them* 
and often when they really told the truth they were 
not believed, till people w^ere convinced by other 
means of the certainty thereof. 

The. fatal day at laft approached which finiflted the 
fcparationbctwceh'Britain and America ; Silas Deane 
arrived exprefs from Paris at York -Town, where the 
Congrefs had alTembled fince the lofs of Philadelphia, 
with thofe inflraments that ftampt a fc.al upon that 
feparation. He had failed from France in a royah 
friga'c of 28 guns, appointed for the purpofe, anti 
brought with liim copies of the two treaties of alli- 
ance and commerce, for the ratification of the Con- 
grefs, which had been concluded between Fr.anccr 
and the United States. The lafl of thefe was the 
firiT: that had been executed, being' figned on the 30th 
of January"j; the treaty of alliance 'was dated the 6th 
of February. Mr Deane alfo brought ah account of 
many otlrer matters thar^were highly pleafing _hs w'ell 
as what related to the ncgociatlon,’and its ratification. 

The joy of the Americans was by this YranfafHon 
riiifcd to an high pitch, and could only bd equalled^ 
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fey their public dcroonftratipns thereof. The Con- 
grcfs immediately pubUflicd a Gazette, which, bcfidc 
a., fummary account of the general information they 
fead received, exhibited fomc of the raoft flattering 
articles of the treaties, with their own obfervationa 
rupon them to the people^ the equity, gcncrofuy, and 
l^onpur of the French King were extolled in an high 
degree. In this, paper'thcy feemed to count upon, 
Spain as being already a party virtually in the alli- 
ance ; and to'confidcr the naval force of both united 
in their caufe. They alfo feemed to depend much 
qpon the the» fricndfliip of other powers, and exulted 
4n the favourable difpefuion ofEuropc in general to^ 
Aiperiea. It.was a feheme of the grcatcll folly for 
the court of Great Britain to prcicnd to bring about 
a reconciliation bctw^ccn this nation and America, 
according to Lord ■ Nortli’s conciliatory bills ; the 
oolpntfts were. now independent ftates, and had pro^ 
curedan alliance that was likely to fupport that iu- 
dependcncy j without firft acknowledging that indc- 
popdency there was not the finalleft probability that 
ever ^ treaty would commence. The .fending of com- 
miflibPers after they knew of this treaty between 
France and the colonies, was a feheme fraught with 
folly, wcaknefs, and abfeirdity. 

About fix days after Mr Deane arrived at York- 
Town, General Sir Henry Clinton arrived to take the 
command of the army at Philadelphia, in the room of 
Sir William Howe. Tliis was alarming and grievous 
to the officers and foldiers, who exceedingly regard- 
ed General Howe, and was held in great cfleem by 
them all. In the beginning -of June the commiffioners 
from England arrived in the Delaware. The Earl of 
Carlifle, Eden, and Governor Johnllone, were 

joined 
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i9'med mutually in this commlffioh- ‘ Thcfcl c’omniif- 
lioners appear to have had more confidence in the fuc- 
cefs of their commiffion, than the nature and contents" 
of it, or the fcafon in which it came, prOmifed theml 
tJpon the 9th of June, immediately after their arrival^' 
they difpatched a letter with the ai^ts of parliament 
and a copy of their commifTion, and other papers to 
the prefident of the Co'ngrefs ; but their fecretary ’ 
Dr Fergufon W'ho was intended to carry the papers, 
and to aft ‘as an agent for condufting the negoefation 
Upon' the' fpot with the Congrefs, being refufed apaH 
port for that purpofc, they we're obliged to forward 
them by the common means of, conveyance. Never 
were coinmifTioncrs from any toyrt, fo much difliked 
and hdd in fu'h contempt, as ourcpmmilTioncrs were’ 
by the American Cbngrefs. When 'the letters and' 
commilTion came to hand, it was long debated' whe-' 
iher they Ihould be read, and it was with difficulty 
they were admitted to be taken the final le ft not ice 
or* ■ - • - . 

' The commiffioners propofed at their firft beginning 
of this bufinefs, fevcral conceffions and arrangements,' 
which in a more early period would have reftored 
peace and felicity to the whole empire. They offered 
to confent to the immediate ceffation of hoftilitics by 
fea and land — to reftore a free int’ercoiirfe and to re- 
new the common benefits of civilization, through the 
feverar parts of the empire. To extend every free- 
dom to trade, that the refpeftive interefts on both 
fid^ could require.— To agree that no militaryforcc 
(hould be kept up in the different ftates in Npirth A- 
merica, without the confent of the general Congrefs, 
or of the particular affemblies. — To concur to mca-* 

furcs calculated -to difeharge the debts of America, 
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and to raife the credit and value of paper clrculatioa. 
I’o perpetuate the common union, by a reciptocal de- 
putation of an agent'or agents from thedifFercntftatcs,f 
^ho Ihould have the privilege' of a feat and voice io 
t^e> parliament of Great Britain; or if feni from. 
Britain in that cafe, tb'hfevea feat and a voice i« the 
affemblies of the different Hates to 'which they might 
be deputed refpcftitely,'in order to attend to the fc*. 
veral intcrefts of thofe by whom they were deputed* 
And in fhortto eftablifh the power of the rcfpeftivc’ 
jegiflatures in each particular ftate, to fettle its re-, 
venue, it^ civil and military edablifhment, and to. 
cxcrcife a perfect freedom of legiflationj ’ and internal* 
government ; fo that the Britilh Hates throughout 
. North America, acting with Great Britain in peace, 
and war, under one common fovereign, might have 
the irrevocable enjoyment of every privilege, that was * 
fliort of a total feparation of intereft, or coufiftent* 
with that union of force on which i the fafety of ife' 
common religion and liberty depends. -Thcfe were 
humbling concelllons, and fliewed the meannefs of the 
miniftry, who in the hour of their dillrcfs, were rea- 
dy to grant much more than would have been accept- 
ed with thankfulnefs when their pride would not fuf- 
fer themto liften to^agy reafonable accommodation. 
TH^y- defpifed the- mod humble and reafonable pe- 
titions,' which did' not require the half of what nowi 
diey were ready to propofe tlterafelves, when they 
might have known that their propofals could not be- 
accepted. There are none fo mean fpirited in thc*time 
of adverfity, as thcfe that are haughty in the time of 
fuccefs and profperityi ' The ralnifter was now lying 
proflrate iu the feet of thefe colonifts, to whom he 
had declared he woiild not lilfcn, till he had ‘them at 
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his feet. The bUlor^ of this tranfaf^ion may be a, 
vrarning to future minifters, aad crovimed heads may 
l^arn from hence, chat to gOTero with mildnefs and 
ia mercy is the fureft method to extend governmenc, 
or keep the poffelTioQ of what they enjoy. Mankind 
axe not born with chains abouyt their necks, nor with 
fad dies on their backs, to be bound when princet 
pleafe,.or to be ridden upon when they hare a mipd. 

. Thefe papers produced feveral long debates in the 
Gongrefs, which were renewed upon different days, 
from the eleventh till the feventeenth of June, but 
thcir.anfwcr which they returned by Henry Laurens, 

was fuffiticntly brief, fignificant, and conclufive. 

They obferved to the commiffioocra, that the afls of 
the Britifli parliament, the commilTion from their^ 
foTcrcign, and their letter fqppofed the people of 
tbofe ftates to be fubje<^s to the crown of Great Bri- 
tain, and were founded upon the idea of dependence, 
which was totally jnadmilliblc.- They informed them,- 
that they were -inclined to peace, notwithflanding.the 
nnjuft claims from which the war originated, and the 
lavage manner in Which it bad been conduffed. They 
would therefore be ready to enter upon the cooG*, 
deration of a treaty of peace and commerce, not in- 
confifteut with treaties already fubfifting, when the 
King of Great Britain fhould demonftratc a fiocere 
difpolition for that purpofe. But the only folid proof 
of that difpcGtion would be, an explicit acknowledger 
tnent of the independence of thofe fjtates, or the with* 
drawing of his fleets and armies. 

Thus, an opportunity was loft which cannot be cal- 
led back to Great Britain, by procraftinating the 
means till the fcafon was over. Such were the con- 
ditions which an unhappy concurrence of events in- 
duced 
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' da'ced'on the otic ft<le,'Attd' what the operation ofth'^ 
lame cafes rendered' inadmiflible on the other. The 
Congrefs, at the fame time, iffued an unanimous api 
probaticMTof the cooduyfi: of General Walhingion, id 
refufing a paffport to Dr' Fergufbn. This was a mor* 
tifying ftroke to the pride of the Profeffor of Moral 
Philofophy, who had left the charge of his pupils to 
another, for the office of fccretary to the cOmmiffioni 
ers,' with inintemion, as t^'as fuppofed, to raife money 
in'a ffiorter way, than by teaching dry morals in att 
tiniverfity. His hillory of Cival he imagined would 
introduce him to the Congrefs ; and Governor Johni 
flone made a fort of merit of his reputation in the rc^ 
public of letters.— ‘But however famons he might be 
in the republic of letters , hiscoramiffion rendered hini 
unfit for the republics in America. 

When the Britifti'commiffioncrs found that thef 
could obtain no accefs to the Congrefs, they employ- 
ed themfelves in addreffing the people at large, which 
the Congrefs were fo far from interrupting, that they 
gave free fcope to the controverfy without engaging 
in it themfelves. 'I'he commiffioners feem to have 
carried along with them an idea, which at the time of 
their appointment, was endeavoured with great care 
to he eftabliffiedin England, and which had from the 
beginning milled the miniftry in all their meafures, 
namely, “ that the bulk of the Americans were well 
affefted to the Britiflt government, and that the great- 
eft part of the remainder were only held in a liate of 
delufion by the Congrefs,” they accordingly, when 
the negotiation failed, direflcd their publications in 
appeals to the people at large ; fcemingly thereby 
to realize in fomc degree the charges fo repeatedly 
made on the oihei* fide, that their only objrft was 

under 
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under the infidious appaarancc oJFconciJIation,,!©. c»; 
cite either a reparation amongfl the colonies, of the 
people to tumults againft their refpeftivc gore rn- 
ments. For this purpofe they publiflied tlic follow- 
ing raanifeflo and proclamation. — “ Having amply 
and repeatedly made known to the Congrefs, and 
having alfo proclaipied to the inhabitants of North 
America in general, the benevolent overtures of 
Great Britain towards a re-union and coalition with 
her colonies, we do not think it confident either with 
the duty we owe to our country, or with a juft regard 
to the charafters we bear, to perfift in holding out 
offers which in our efttraation required only to be 
known to be gratefully accepted j and we have ac- 
cordingly, except only the commander in chief, who 
will be detained by military duties, refolvedto r'etnrn 
to England a few weeks after the date of this manf- 
fefto and declaration. Previous however, to this de- 
cifive ftep, we are led by a jnft anxiety for the great 
ebjefts of our million, to enlarge on fome complaints 
which may not have been fulTiciently underftood, to 
recapitulate to our fellow fubjeffs the bleffings which 
we are empowered to confer, and to warn them of 
the continued evils to which they are a: prefent blind- 
ly and obftinaicly expofing ihemfcivcs. 

To the members of the Congrefs we again declare, 
that we are ready to concur in all fatisfaftory and juft 
arrangements for lecuring to them and their' fefpec-- 
tive conflituents, the rc-eftablilliment of peace, with 
the exemption from any impofition of taxes by Great 
Britain, and the Irrevocable enjoyment of every pri- 
vilege conliftent with that union and force on which 
our mutual profperity, and the fafety of our common 
religion and liberties depend. Wc again aifert that 

the 
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Ihe m'cmbert of the Congrefs were not authorized by 
their conftituents, either to rejeft oiir offers without 
the previous confidcration and confent of the fcveral 
affdihblies and conventions, their conftituents, or to 
refer us to pretended foreign treaties, which they 
knew were delufively framed inthefirft inftance, and 
Vvhichhavc never yet been ratified by the people Ofthia 
confinent. And we once more remind the members 
of the Coogrefs, that they are rcfponfible to their 
countrymen, to the world, and to God^ for the con- 
tinuance of this War, and for ail the miferies with 
Which it mnft be attended. 

Tothe general affemblies and conventions of the dif- 
ferent Colonies, plantations, and provinces abovemen- 
tioned, We now feparately make the offers which we 
originally tranfmitted to the Congrefs; and we herch 
by call Upon and urge them to medt expreffively for 
the purpofe of confidering whether every motive, po- 
litical as well as moral, fhould not decide .their refo- 
lution to embrace the occallon of cementing a free 
and firm coalition with Great Britain. It has not 
been, nor is it our wifh, to feek the objefts which 
We are commiffioned to purfue, by fomenting popular 
divifions and partial cabals j We think fuch condnft 
would be ill fuited to the generous nature of the of- 
fers made, and unbecoming the dignity of the king and 
theftate which make them. But it is both our wifh and 
ourduty to encourage and fupport any men or bodies 
of men, in their return of loyalty to our fovereign and 
affeflion to our fellow fubjefts. To all others, free 
inhabitantsof this once happy empire, we alfo addrefs 
ourfelves. Such of them as arc aftually in arms, of 
Whatfoever rank or defcrjption, will do well to recoi- 
led, that the grievances, whether real or fuppofed, 
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Vfliich lid them into this rebellion, have been for ever 
removed, and that thejuftoccafionis arrived for their 
returning to the calls of peaceful citizens. But if the 
honours of a military life are .become their Q^jectv^lcl 
them feek thofe honours under the banners of theic 
rightlul forereign, and in fighting the battles of the 
united Britifh empire, agamfl our late mutual and na- 
tural enemies. ^ 

To thofe whofc profeffions it Is to exeVcife the func- 
tions of religion on this cemtinent ^.itcannotifurelybe un- 
known that the fovereign power with which the Con- 
grefs is endeavouring to conneft themfcives, has ever 
been averfe to toleration, and inveteratcly <®pofcd to 
the intereft and freedom of the^lace of wormip which 
they ferve ; and that Great Britain, from whom they 
are for the prefent feparated, muft both from the 
principles of their canfliiution, and of protcflantifm, 
be at all times the bed guardian of religious liberty, 
and rood difpofed to promote and extend it. — To all 
thofe who can ellimate the blefllngs of peace and its 
influence over agriculture, arts, and commerce, who 
can feel a due anxiety for the education, and eflablifli- 
raent of their children, or who can place a juft value 
on domeftic fecurity, we think it fufEcient to obferve, 
that they are made by their leaders to continue in- 
volved in all the calamities of war, without having 
either a juft objeft to purfue, or a fubfifting grievance 
which may not inftantly be redrefled. 

But if there be any perfon who, divefted of mlf- 
taken refentment, and uninfluenced by felfith intereft, 
really think that it is for the benefit of the colonies to 
feparate thcmfdves from Great Britain, and that fo 
feparated they', will find a conftitution more mild, more 
^rcc, and better calculated for their profperity than 

that 
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that which we are impowered and difpofcd to 
renew and improve-; with fuch perfons we will nor 
difpute a pofition which feems to be fufficicntly con* 
tnuliifie^ by the experience they have had. But' 
think it right to leave them fully aware of the change^ 
which the maintaining of fuch a pofition rauft make 
in the nature and future conduft of this war, more- 
^efpecially when to this pofition is added, the pretend- 
ed alliance with the court of France. The policy, 
as Veil as the bcnevoicnce of Creat Britain, have thus 
far checked the extremes of war when they tended- 
to diftrefs a people ftill confidered as our fellow fub* 

* jefts ; andto defolate a country fhonly to become again 
' a fourcc of mutual advantage ; but when that country 
profcllcs the unnaturaldefign,noc only of cArauging hcr- 
I (elf from us, but'of mortgaging herfelfand her refources 
to our enemies, the whole conteA is changed; and the 
qucAion is, how far Great Britain may, by every 
means in her power, deAroy or render ufelcfs a con- 
nc^Hon contrived for her ruin and the aggrandize- 
ment of France. Under fuch circuraAances, the laws 
of felf prefervation m*aA direft the conduct of Great 
Britain ; and if the colonies are to become an accef- 
Con to France, will dire<Ahcr to render that acceffioa 
of as little avail as poAible to her enemies. 

if there are any who notwithAanding thefe reafon# 
Ings, the independence of thefe colonies will, in the re* 
fult, be acknowledged by Great Britain ; to them we an* 
fwer without referve, that we neither poAefs nor cx» 
peft powers for that purpofc ; and that if Great Bri- 
tain could ever fink fo low, as to adopt fuch a mc?.- 
fure, we Aiould not have thought ourf elves compel-. ' 
lable to be the laArumcnts In making a conceffionw'hich 
hi opr opinion would be calamitous to the colonics for 

whojp 
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•whom it was made, and difgraceful as well as calami^ 
tons to the country from whom it is required. And; 
we think proper to declare, that in this fpirit and fen^ 
timent we have regul<u*ly written from the Mntinint; 
to Great Britain. 

0 t * • • « 

It will now become the colonies, regularly to caH' 
to mind their own folemn appeals to heaven in the* 
beginning pf the contcft, that they took arms only' 
for the redrcfs of gricvance^i and that k would be 
their wilh, as well as th|!wr intend to reniain forcvi^.r 
connefted with Great Britain. We again alk them' ' 
whether all their grievances real or fuppofed, hav« 
not been amply and fully rcdreffed j-^andj^we infift 
that the offers we havp made- leave nothing to be 
•wiflied in point either of immediate or .|ferrriancDt fc- 
curity ; if thofe offers are now rejefled, we withdraw, 
from the cxcrcife of a commifljon with which we 
have in- vain been honoured j the fame liberality wilV 
no longer be due from Great Britain, nor can it either 
in jiaftice or policy be expelled from her. 

. In fine, and for the further manifeftation, as well 
of the difpofition w^e bear, as of the gracious and ge^ 
nerous purpofes of the cdmmiffion under> which wq 
aft, made and paffed the laft feffion of parliament, 
intituled, an aft to enable his majefty to appoint com** 
biiflioners with fjfficicnt powers ro treat, conduft, and 
agree uppn the means of quieting the difofders now. 
fubfifting in certain colonies, plantatipns, and pro- 
vinces, in North America, having been pleafed to au- 
thorize and empower us to grant a pardon or pardons,* 
to any number or deferipiion of perfons, within the 
colonies plantations and provinces of New Hampfliire, 
Maflachufetf s Bay, Rhode- Hland, Connefticut, New,-! 

’ Yorkj New-Jerfey, Pcnnfylvania, the three Ipwqr; 

• ‘ ' ‘ Counties 
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Coonttcs on the Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, 
North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia. And 
whereas the good cfFcfts of the faid authority and 
po||iers,4|pwards the people at large, would have long 
lince taken place, if a .due ufe had been made 
of our firft communications and overtures ; and have 
thus far been frudrated only by the precipitate refo- 
Intign of the members of the Congrefs not to treat- 
with us, and hy declining to confult with their con., 
llitucnts, we nowin m'aking^r appeal to thofe con- 
.ftituents* and to the free inh^itants of the continent 
in general, have determined to give them what in our 
' ^pinion, ^ould have been the firft objeft of thofe 
who appeared to have taken the management of their- 
interffts, and adopt this mode of carrying the faid 
authorities and powders into execution. We accord- 
ingly hereby grant and proclaim, a pardon orpardonj, 
of all and all manner of treafons or mifprifon of trea- 
fons, by any perfon or perfons, or by any member 
or defcripiion of perfons within the faid colonies, plan- 
^tioDS or provinccs,^counciled, commanded, a£led 
or done, on or before the date of this mauifefto and 
proclamation. And we further declare and proclaim, 
that it any perfon or perfons, or any number or de- 
feriptioa of perfons, within the faid colon;, s, planta- 
tions, and provinces, now actually ferving, either in a 
military or civil capacity, in this rebellion, fliali at any 
time, during the continuance of this manifefto, and 
proclamation, withdraw himfelf or thcmfclves, from 
fuchcivilor military fervice,and fliall continue thence- 
forth peaceably as a good and faithful fubjeft or fub- 
jefts,to his Majefty,to demean himfelf or themfclves,- 
fuch perfon or perfons, or fuch number or defeription’ 
pf perfons, lhall become and be fully iniitled to, and- 
' ‘ ’ , hereof 
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hereby obtain all the benefits of the pardon or par- 
dons hereby granted ; excepting only from the faid 
pardon or pardons, every perfon, and every number 
and defcriptions ofperfons, who after the dam of tfeis 
manifefio' and proclamation, that under the pretext 
of authority, as judges, jurymen, nainifters, or officers 
of civil jullice, be inllrumental in executing, and put- 
ting to death any of his Majelly’s fubjeds within the * 
faid colonies, plantations, and provinces*, r 

. And we think proper, further to declare,* that no- 
thing herein contained is meant, or (hall be cotftrued, * 
tofetat liberty any perfon or perfons, now being* 
prifoncr or prifoners, or who during the co^pfluance*. 
OT this rebellion (hall become a prifoner or prifoners. 
And we offer to the colonies at large or feparately, 
a general or feparate peace ; with the revival of their 
ancient government, fecured againft any future in- 
fringements, and proteflcd for ever from taxation by 
Great Britain. And with refpeft to fuch further re- 
gulations, whether civil, military, or commercial, as > 
they may wiffi to be framed and,cftabli(hcd, we pro- 
inlfe all the concurrence and affifiance, that his> 
Majefty’s commiffion authorizes and enables us to 
give. And we further deebre, that this manifefto 
aud proclamation (hall continue and be in full force 
fariy days from the date hereof, that is to fay, from 
the third day of Oflober, to tl^e eleventh day of Nq- 
Vtmber, both inclufivc, 

» And in order that the whole contents of this mani-. 
fcfto and proclamation may be more fully known, we 
(hall dh’cft copies thereof both in the Englilh and the 
German languages to be tranfmiited byflags of truce to 
the Congrefs, the general affemblies or conventions of 
fhc col jnies, plantations, and proviqces, and to feye- 

I ■* . rat 
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ral ptf rfons both in civil and military capacities within 
the faid colonies. And for further fecurity in times 
to come, of the feveral perfons, or members or de» 
fcSptioiW^of perfons, who are, or may be, the ob- 
' jefts of this manifedo or proclamation, we have fet 
our hands and feats to thirteen copies thereof, and 
have tranfmitted the fame to the thitteen colonies, 
plaatatioBS, and provinces abovementioned , and we 
are willing to hope, that the whole of this manifefto 
and proclamation will be fakly and freely publilhed, 

' and ciroulated, for the immediate general and ferioos 
condderation, and benefit of all his Majefly’s fubje£h 
«n this ettetinent. And we earneftly exhort all per- 
fons who by this inftrament forthwith receive the bc- 
nifit of the King’s pardon, at the fame time that they 
retain a becoming feafe of thofc lenient and afFe£fioa- 
ate mcafurcs, wherry they are now freed from many 
grievous charges which might haverifen in judgment, 
or might have been brought in queftion againft them, 
to make a wHc improvement of the fituation in which 
this manifeilo and proclamation places them ; and not 
only to recolleft that a perfeverance in the prefent 
rebellion or any adherence to the treafonable con- 
nc£fion attempted to be framed with a foreign power, 
will after the prefent grace extended, be confidcred 
as crimes of the moft aggravated kind ; but to vie 
with each other in-eager and cordial endeavours to 
fecurctheir own peace, andpromotethc eftablilhmem, 
and p>rofperity of their country, and the general weal 
of the empire. And purfuant to his Majefty’s corR- 
miffion, we hereby require all ofiicers civil and mili- 
tary* and all others his MajeQy’sloving fubjefts what- 
ever, to be aiding and aifilling unto us in the exccu- ' 
tion of this laanifeflo and proclamation, and of all the 
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matters herein contained.” Given at New-Yofk, this 
third day of Oftober, 1778. 

This manifcfto was figned by the commiffioners and 
publiflved us far as poflible among the coloifRfs. *Mr 
Drayton, one of the defegates for South Carolina, 
made a large and feverc anfwer to it, where all the ar- 
guments of the Commiffioners were treated in a very 
mafterly and animated manner, which plainly (hewed, 
that whatever excellencies the Britifh CdmmilTioners 
might have in other refpecls, they Were inferior in the 
exercife and management of argument and literary 
compofuion, to this fingle combatant who had now- 
engaged them. The technical law terms, and formal 
phrafes of this manifcfto, were matter of mere laugh- 
ter to the American literati ; and in (hort the proclama- 
tion was handled in fuch a manner, that the whole in- 
tended elfeft thereof was rendered quite abortive.— *- 
The juflicc of its firft principles were abfolutely de- 
nied, and the fuprtmacy of the mother country ever 
the colonies fince the aft of Independency, confidcred 
as ridiculous and ablurd. Pardons and remiffions fd 
fully offered to thofe that were conCdered in a ftatc 
of rebellion, were treated with contempt, as fup- 
pofing what the coloniftsdid not admit, that free dates 
could be in a Itate of rebellion with refpeft to any 
other power. The clemency and mercy ofthefo- 
vereign, was viewed in a very different light by the 
Americans, from what it was reprefented by the com- 
miffioners, and they confidered all the prefent offers 
thereof as ftratagems of policy to lead them into a 
fnare. What the commiflloncrs obferved with regard 
10 their lolemn appeals to Heaven, in the beginning 
of the conteft, “ that they took arms for the redrefs 
•f grievances only, and that it was then their wifti as 

well 
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well as their intercft to. remain forever connected with 
Great Britain ; they accounted it the greatefl; fophil* 
try when ufed in an argument at this time. Great Rii- 
tlfc ha#rejeftcd all their former petitions, and treat- 
ed all their earneft requefts with fcorn; and it was 
now out of her power to redrefs the new and frelh 
grievances that they had reafon to complain of fince 
thefc petitions had been prefentcd. The Commif- 
fioners coitld not raife from the dead, their beloved 
friends and dear relations, whom their haughty nation 
had flain in a cruel and unreafonable war ; nor was it in 
■ the power of Britain, through a fucceirion of ages, to 
•make ra|>araiion for the injury file had done them. 

She had driven them by her violence and cruelty, 
to declare themfelves independent, and to enter into 
a treaty with foreign powers for their affifiance, and 
Wanted now to redrefs their grievances, at the ex- 
pence of the blood of their friends, the ruin of their 
country, and their public fiiith. Had Britain offered 
Iboner, the half of what file now propefed, it would 
have been accepted/'-thankfirlly, and gratefully re- 
ceived; but the time was now paft for redrelfingof 
grievances; in the manner propofed by the Commif- 
Coners. / 

The Americans roldihe publifiiers of the manifefio, 
that they had already concluded a folemn treaty with 
France, on the footing of, and for eftabiifhing of their 
independency. That if they now treated w'ith the 
Commillloners upon the ground of dependence, they 
fliould at once break their treaty with France, for- 
feit their credit with all foreign nations, be confi- 
dered as a faithlefs and infamous people, and forever- 
more be cut ofi' from the hope of foreign luccour 
or refourfe. At the fame time they would be thrown 
II h h totally 
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totally on the mercy of thofe, who had already pur- 
fned every mcafnre of fraud, force, cruelty, and de- 
ceit for their deftruflion ; as neither the King, the mi- 
nifters, nor the parliament of England, woulfl be un- 
der the neceffity of ratifying any one condition, 
which they agreed upon with theCororailTioners. Or 
if they ever found it neceffary to ratify them for the 
prefent purpofc, it would be to call a new parliament, 
to undo the whole. Nothing, they faid, conld be 
trufled to an enemy whom they had already found fo 
faithlefj, and fo obftinately perfevering in malice and 
cruelty. The fraudulent intention of the propofed 
negociations, they faid, was ftrongly evinced by the' 
Commiffioners, who went far beyond their avowed 
powers ; being neither warranted by the commillion, 
nor by the afts of parliament which they prefented. 
Tbcfe arguments had more effeft upon the minds of 
the people, than all the pompou? promifes andthreat- 
nings in the manifeflo and proclamation. The whole 
proceedings of the Commiffioners were confidered as 
political craft foenfnare, intangle, and feduce the peo- 
ple 5 that having once put them off their guard, they 
might be more eafily fnbdued, and brought to accept 
the terras which were propofed to them. 

There were fcveral concurrent circumftances which 
tended to fruflrate this negociation. It was too long 
in being propofed, for if our miniftry aftually intend- 
ed a reconciliation, they ought to have made their of- 
fers thereof before the French treaty was concluded : 
for it v/as quite irrational to fuppofe, that a people 
who were poflefled of the fmalleft degree of honour 
or principle,wou1d immediately break a folemn treaty, 
and the firfl: of the kind they had ever been engaged 
in. The imaginatioa of fuccf fs, on the part of the 

CommiiHoners, 
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Coramilfioners, mud have proceeded from the idea of 
what they therafelvcs would have done in the like 
pircumdances, or what they believed was lawful to be 
done on fuch an occalion. The condu6f which they 
were in this tranfaftlon authorized to purfuc, marks, 
with the dronged emphafis, the opinion of the raini- 
dry, with regard to treaties of the mod folemn nature: 
that when their own amoition, pride, or intcred, are 
to be fulfilled, they account it no crime to break a po- 
iitive .agreement. If it was lawful for the Americans 
to break their new treaty with the French, it could 
be no crime in any others to do the fame thing. And 
the minidry, through the channel of their Commifiion- 
ers, were now publifhing to all the world, their opiniqo 
of the faith of treaties ; that they were no longer to 
be obferved, than fomething which they fuppofed 
better might be obtained. This kind of proceeding 
gave the world reafon to believe that the charges 
brought againd our miaidry in the French and Span, 
ifh referipts, were not without foundation j and that 
the charges of perfidy brought againd the French, 
were more than balanced by our prefeni conduft ex* 
preff:d in this new coraraillion. Many thought that 
the charges of perfidy came with an ill grace from a 
court, that had with great folemnity fen: out Comraif. 
fioners with power and authority, to perfuade and in- 
force a reconciliation upon principles of the bafed in- 
fidelity towards a party who had lately engaged in a 
treaty with an independent people. There were no 
reafons to perfuade our minillry, that the Americans 
would keep their faith to'Britain if they diould purfuc 
the doftrinc they were now taught by the Englilh 
Commiflloners ; for men who fliould break fuch a 
folenm treaty as they lud no,w entered into with the 

French 
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Trench nation, could not be fuppoled to be a people 
to be truflcd in any matter whatfoever. 

The abandoning Philadelphia, which had been 
the objeft of near two years conteft, and the precipi- 
tate retreat of our army, were no ways favourable to 
the propofed ncgociation. This having happened 
about the time of the arrival of the Commiflionersi 
was of itfelf fufficient to have fi udrated the Intention 
of the commillion. Men with a comniiflion from at 
fovereign whofe forces were retreating, andhadjufi 
abandoned the advantage of two years war, could 
notpromife themfelves great fuccefs in any treaty ; and 
the more advantageous the offers which they fliould 
make in luch circumllances were, the more their con* 
ccffions were likely to be confidered as proofs of weak- 
ncfs,andnot of any good intention. Thereafon of the 
Britifli troops abandoning Philadelphia, is one of thofe 
mylleries of the prefent war that has not as yet been, 
unveiled, or cleared up on this fide the Ailantick, with 
any degree of confiflency. It has been alledged that 
the reafon of this precipitate retreat proceeded from 
the knowledge of the French fquadron under D*E-' 
ftaing being upon the coafl ; but whatever might be 
the apprehenfions of the general, from circumllances 
he had learned in England before his embarking for 
America, of a French ^orcc coming to that part of the 
world, it is plain that neither the army nor navy ap- 
prehended any fuch thing, till after the yth of July, 
w'ben Lord Howe received the intelligence, by his 
cruizers, that D’Ellaing’s fleet had been feen on the' 
coafl of Virginia. It was indeed happy for both the 
fleet and army that they had made their efcape before 
D’Eflaing’s arrival ; for had the French fleet flint up 
the Delaware, their cafe would have been very critical,' 

' ' ‘ if 
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if not abfolutely defperate. But it does not appear 
from any thing that has yet been publillied to the 
v.'oiid, that thisnew danger was in the lead apprehend- 
ed by Lord llowe, who ought to have been in the fc- 
cret as well as Sir Henry Clinton, nor has- General 
Clinton ever given it as a reafon of his abandoning 
Philadelphia, chat a French fleet was upon the coaft. 
It would appear that the evacuation of Philadelphia 
lyas determined before Sir William Howe returned to 
England, and that there were fome rcafons independent 
of the arrival of the French fleet which made it ne- 
celTary to abandon that city. 

Experience, during the winter, had taught our ge- 
nerals that the Americans w'crc determined to affault 
them with all their force, as foon as they could And 
a fuitable opportunity ; they had alfo difeovered by 
their attack upon them at German-Town, that in cafe 
of an univerf.il or general engagement, that matters 
would at lead he doubtful. They could not remain 
cooped up inPhiladeiphia, and they could not march 
into the country without rilking a battle w ith great dif- 
advanrage. In cafe of a defeat they could not get 
abo.ird their fliips but with the gieatelf danger — 
Tlicy had no hopes of any reinforcement from Bri- 
tain which had been promifed lafl year, and the troops 
were much w'cakened through fliimiiflies, fickncfs, 
and other circumflances attending w'ar and a foreign 
climate. It was plainly perceived, that th.ough ihev 
were in the pofleflipa of Philadclpliia, that they could 
hot coininue in that city, nor in cafe of a defeat make 
a fafe rerreat from it on board their fliips, as there 
was not. fuch free accefs to fliips of war for their de- 
fence in 'time of embarking as at New-York. 
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From the attack they experienced in their retreat, 
it plainly appears that General Wafhington had his 
troops in reaJinefs, andwas defigned to have attacked 
them in the city of Philadelphia, or to have given 
them battle provided they had come to the field. — r 
From the apprchcnfion of the uncertain confequences 
of fuch an attack, as now all hope of fupply from 
England was loll:, they thought it moll convenient tp 
retreat to New-York, where the fleet could more 
conveniently allifl, or relieve them in cafe of any dif- 
afler. It was e.xceediugly unfavourable to the Com- 
miffioners, that the army was obliged to make fuch a 
precipitate flight, at the very time they were olTeriug 
their conciliatory propofals ; and it was not probable 
that even the wavering part of the people would give 
much attention to the addrefles of Commilfioners with 
a flying army at their heels. From the very begin-: 
clng of the war our commanders feem to have had 
their chief dependance upon the fleet ; for wuthont 
the aid and afllilancc thereof they never performed 
any adion worthy of any particular confiJeration. 

The evacuation of Philadelphia was as unexpefted 
as it was alarming to the friends of government, and 
their advocates were greatly at a lofs to account for 
a mcafure, the reafons of which appeared totally myf- 
icrious to them. They were almoft alhamed tocon-^ 
fefs the faff itfelf, and for fo:ne time remained in fuf- 
penfe concerning the authenticity of the accounts 
which informed them of the event. The djllrefs of 
the American army during the winter, had been de- 
feribed in fuch llroug terms, and their inability to 
make any longer an oppofition to the King’s forces, 
that the retreat from Philadelphia appeared fo aenig- 
matical, that they could not tell how toaccouat for it. 
It was given out that Sir ficnry Clinton intended 

fome 
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fome home ftroke, by which h(j would put an end tcf 
the war, and bring the colonifls to abfolutc lubmif- 
fion ; for as the particulars of the retreat, andthc 
fubfeqnent Ioffes, were for a time concealed, it was 
always hoped that General Clinton had fome great 
objeft in view, when he evacuated a city of fo much 

importance for its fituation to the Britifh forces. 

What he was about to do, and the marvelons effeft* 
of his proceedings, were publifhed with as much 
confidence as if they had already been accomplilhed; 
and thofe who were no friends to General Howe, 
were at this time more extravagant in their predic- 
tions concerning the fuccefs of Sir Henry Clinton.- 
Whether they really believed what they affirmed is 
much to be doubted; it rather appeared that their 
cxpreffion of their hopes concerning the fuccefs of 
General Clinton were intended as accufations againft 
General Sir William Howe, for not having fulfilled 
their expeftations in reducing the Americans. It w-as 
Boi long till the charafter of this officer w'as fcverely 
attacked from all quarters in minifierial news-papers, 
and pamphlets, and his fervices depreciated with much 
rancour and abufe. This was principally intended as 
a defence of the minifiry, efpecially of that Hate offi- 
cer who held the American department ; the advo- 
cates for the court, could now devife no other m.c- 
thod of defending their raeafures, than by reproach- 
ing General Howe for partiality and inaftivity in dif- 
charglng the office of general. This reproach came 
with an ill grace from thofe v/ho had but a little time 
before extolled Sir William Howe, both for caution, 
courage, and the management of the var. The truth 
of the matter w'as, that all the officers that w'ere fent 
to Apieri'ca during this war had found in experience, 
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that it was different from wliat tlie miniftry had re* 
prefcnied ir, and that all the parts of the plan for car- 
rying it on were founded in error and iniftake; that 
it was a plan totally disjointed and unceniented in all 
its principles and parts, and could be executed by no 
officer with any certainty of fuccefs. It was this made 
all the general officers defire to be recalled one after 
another as foon as pollible, and to quit a feene of ac- 
tion where there was nothing to be expefled except 
difgrace and difappointment. Sir William Howe be- 
came now the chief object of court refentment, and all 
thcminifferial Icribblers were fet loofe upon hitn, who 
did not fparc to give him a liberal fliare ofabufe. 
While the difputants at home were vigoroudy fup- 
porting their different opinions concerning the fuccefs 
and ilTue of the war, the affors on the principal flagc 
were more warmly engaged, In tlie hotteft and warm- 
eft feafon of the year, In afling their parts with various 
fuccefs. 

Upon the 18th day of June the Britifli a^rmy evacu- 
ated Philadelphia to the fiirprize of all Europe. It 
had been given out with the greateft confidence that 
tliis city, as being moft centrical, was to be held as a 
place of arms and refource, for carrying on the war 
in both the northern and fouthern colonies; and it 
was generally fuppofetl that the Americans were net 
able to drive the Britilh forces out of it, nor were 
they able to face our troops in the open field. The 
news of this hidden retreat and evacuation, greatly 
puzzled all the minilferial conuoifteurs in politics, and 
they were greatly embarraued to afiign propei rea- 
fons for fuch a hafly and precipitate meaft;rc. Philk- 
ddphia had been confidered as a great object only 
twelve months before, and it was then confidently 
affirmed that the reduftion of that city would deter- 
mine 


Digitized by Google 



I 

Digitized by Google 



/hrAfurn^/^t^fy^ A* jimsrftian War. 



GEriER.\L GREY. 


Printrd 7! Rchfon,yeH'tafiU,ufi 0 n 7}ru, 


! 

I 


Digitized by Google 



A. D. 17 ) 8 . 


435 


THE WAR IN AMERICA. 

mine the fate of America; it had only been held one 
winter, with much difficulty, and was now fuddenly 
given up without affigning any reafon for fuch an 
evacuation. This gave room for many conjeflures, 
no ways favourable to the wifdom and prudence of 
the conduftors of the war, as different parties, in judg- 
ing of circumftanccs, could not in idea, form a plau- 
fible conjefture concerning the reafons of this hidden 
and precipitate retreat this phaenomenon was equally 
puzzling to the friends' of the miniflry, and thofe that 
were enemies to the war. h was fome time before 
the court advocates could recover themfelves from 
the confternation into which they were thrown by 
this difagreeable intelligence. 

The whole Britifli army palfed the Delaware with- 
out any interruption or danger, for which they were 
much obliged to the good and wife management of 
Admiral Lord Howe, who, on that and feveral other 
occafions, difeovered a knowledge in his profelhon 
be5'ond what is common to many. General Walli- 
ington had received information of the dcfign of eva- 
cuating Philadelphia, and had already fent General 
Maxwell with his^brigade to reinforce the Jerfey 
militia, and to throw all the obflruffions polTible 
in the way of the march of our army ; that by inter- 
rupting their march he himfelf might be enabled to 
bring up his force in proper time,- to make an advan- 
tage of thofe opportunities, which it was reafonable 
to fuppofe, fo long a march, through fo dangerous a 
country, would have afforded of attacking them with 
great fuccef*. This detachment, wheajoined by the 
militia, broke down the bridges, but did not attack 
our army, becaufe the Britifh forces were yaflly fu- 
perior in numbers to the American corpi under the' 
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command of General Maxwell. The latter, on ac- 
count of this fuperiority, was obliged to abandon the 
Itrong pafs at Mount Holly without venturing any 
oppofition. Notwithftanding of this, Maxwell had 
cut out fo much work for our army, that their march 
was exceedingly flow, and attended with incredible 
fatigue ; the impediments were innumerable, and the 
weather was exceflively warm, fo that the march of 
the army was fatiguing beyond the meafure of human 
conception. It would have required a great confeiouf- 
nefs ofthejuftice and equitablcnefs of any caufe, to 
have enabled men to fuffer fo much toil and labour iq 
fupporting it, 

The Britifli troops were incumbered with an cn*. 
ormous baggage, comprehending provifions, and the 
number of wheel-carriages and loaded horfes was foi 
great, as to cover the extent of twelve miles in the 
narrow line in which the troops were obliged to march 
on account of the Ctuation of the country. One part 
of this incumbrance was neceflary for the fubliftance 
of the army ; for unlefs they bad carried their provi- 
fions along with them, they would have found none 
in the country through which they were marching, 
as all the people were their enemies, and had cut off 
all means of fubfiflance from the troops, which was 
not within their immediate comprehenfion. It was 
therefore neceflity, as well as wifdom, that deter- 
mined General Clinton to carry along with him fuch 
an enormous train of baggage. It would have argued 
the moll confummate folly, to have rilked the fate of 
a whole army, for the trouble that attended the con- 
veyance of a certain and fufficient fupply of things 
abfolutcly neceflary. General Maxwell’s expedition 
began to be more and more felt ; though he had not 
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engaged our army, nor killed any of the troops with 
the weapons of war, he had done them infinite mif- 
chief. • The heat of tjie weather, . which was then 
excels ve, with the clofenefs of the narrow roads 
through the woods, and the co nil ant labour of renew- 
ing and repairing bridges in a country, every where 
interfc(5led with creeks, and marlhy brooks, were 
feverely felt. Such hardfliips and difficulties could 
not be fuppofed to have been undertaken without 
very preffing caufes ; and we’ muft certainly fup- 
, pofe that Philadelphia was confidered as a place alto- 
gether untenable by the Britifli forces, otherwife they 
would not have undertaken fuch an hazardous and 
fatiguing march in a feafon of the year, when fuch 
enterprizes, under fuch circumftances, are next to 
impoffible to perform. There is ftill fomething of 
myftery in this tranfa61:ion, which has not been con- 
fefled by our court politicians, and which, on this fide 
the Atlantic, has not been perfedlly unveiled. Gen. 
Walhingron, or fome other of the colonifts, perhaps 
could unfold this myftery and lay open the fecret* 
It carries all the evidence implied in moral certainty, 
that our troops believed they could not keep Phila- 
delphia, or that our miniftry were mad to order fuch 
an evacuation without any folid reafon, and to expofe 
the troops to fo much danger. From the many im- 
pediments which the army met with in its march, its 
progrefs was exceedingly flow ; and this is the only rea^ 
fon by which we can account for its fpending fo many 
days in paffing through fo narrow a country. There 
were many interruptions in this march, which our ac- 
counts of it conceal or glofs over in the molt favour- 
able manner. One particular difficulty which great- 
ly embarraffed the general, was, whether to take the 

direct 


Digitized by Google 


436 H I S T O R Y O P A. D; itj8. 

direft road to Staten Ifland acrofs the Rariton to- 
wards the left, or turn from Allen’s-Town to the 
right, and march toward the fea-coaft to Sandy Hook. 
'I'he firft was the ftreighteft and ncareft march, but 
has fome difficulties which Sir Henry Clinton dehred 
much to avoid. He was informed that the Generals 
Wafliington and Lee, with the American army, had 
already paffed the Delaware ; and had alfo heard 
that General Gates with the northern army was ad- 
vancing to join them on the Rariton. Thefe were 
circumftanccs which had not been forefeen in their 
full light, at the time of evacuating Philadelphia, 
when it was intended to lead the army towards the 
left, in the direft way to Staten Ifland. The difficul- 
ty of paffing the Rariton with the enemy in front, 
when the troops were incumbered with fuch heavy 
baggage, was a matter of the moftferious confidera- 
tion : For in cafe of a defeat, or even ofa rcpulfe, 
the provifion of the army might have been loft, and 
the troops reduced to the extremity of famine and 
diftrefs. Befides, it appears to have been the inten- 
tion of General Clinton to avoid, if poffible, any ge- 
neral engagement with the provincial forces upon this 
occafion. Since the affair at German-Town, the Bri- 
tifli generals had become fpme what more* cautious in 
courting a general aftion, as they had formerly done ; 
they had, on that occafion, experienced what the 
colonifts were able to attempt, and that they were 
not fo much upon the referve of ftanding an attack 
in the open field, as had been always fuppofed, and 
conftantly fet forth in the boafting gafeonades of court 
writers. It was probably one chief reafon for eva- 
cuating Philadelphia, that our forces might not run 
the hazard of a general experiment of American intre- 
pidity. 
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pidity, asdii cafe of any great difafter arifmg from 
ibme defperate attack, it would have been impoITiblc 
to have recruiced the army, or to have received 
fiftance from Britain in proper time to havefaved the 
army’s total ruin. The fame caufe that operated in 
making Sir Henry Clinton abandon Philadelphia, pre- 
vailed in determining him, if pofuble, to avoid an en- 
gagement in his march towards New- York. For thefe 
reafons, he refolved to purfue the right hand courfe 
towards the fea, as the moft fafe and eligible in his 
prefent circumftances. 

General Waftiington, who had croffed the Dela- 
ware far above Philadelphia, at a place called Corycl’s 
Ferry, was apprehenfive that the flow motions of bis 
enemies were intended to lead him into the low coun- 
try, and then, by a rapid movement on the right, en- 
deavour to gain polTeffion of the llrong grounds above 
him, and fo enclofe him to the river, and force him to 
an engagement under every difadvaatage. In this 
particular he was certainly deceived, as the fituation 
of the Britifli forces rendered them incapable of any 
fuch rapid movements •, but this flownefs on the one 
fide, retarded the motions of the other. It is how- 
ever exceedingly probable, from all the various cir- 
cumftances attending the marches on both fides, that 
General Waftiington intended to have made his chief 
attack at the paffage of the Rariton -, which from all 
probable circumftances, he concluded would have 
been the courfe of their march, and which he knew 
would have afforded great advantage In an attack. 
General Clinton certainly intended at firft, to have 
marched in the manner, and in the courfe, which 
V/afttington apprehended, until at Allen’s-Town, he 
found that Waftiington was before him; when being 
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apprchcnfive that the attack would become general, 
and probably the iffue doubtful, he was tinder a ne- 
ccffity of altering his march towards the fea coaft, by 
which he gained in his march, and they loft in pro- 
portion. It was fome time before the coloaifts per- 
ceived that the Britilli forces had departed from their 
expeifted line of direftion. It was neceffity, not de-~ 
fign or forefight, as has been alledged by fome, which 
made the Britifli general change the direftion of his 
march. When he marched out of Philadelphia, he 
did not imagine that his retreat would be fo fuddenly 
obferved, or that General Wafhington would have 
been fo ready as to have gained the Rariton before 
he had pafl'ed it ; but in this he was deceived, and 
for this reafon he altered his march, and took the , 
right-hand road leading to the fea coaft. The fleet 
was a fpccial objeft of his hope, which he expected 
would endeavour to be ready to receive his troops in 
cafe of any difafter: This was a fpecial reafon why 
he altered his courfe, andmarched towards the coaft ; 
for it is plain that he avoided as much as polTible to 
come to any general engagement with the colonifts, 
while he was at a diftance from the fleet. 

As foon as General Wafliington perceived that the / 
Britifli troops had altered their courfe, and were 
marching towards the fea coaft, he immediately chang- 
ed his plan, and fent feveral detachments of his beft 
troops, under the command of the Marquis de la 
Fayette, to harrafs the army in its march, while he 
advanced at a proper diflance with all his force. As 
the advanced parties of the provincials came near to 
the rear of the Britifli forces, and the fituation be- 
came critical, General Wafliington ordered General 
Lee, with tv/o brigades, to reinforce and take the 
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command of the advanced corps. This party confift- 
ed of about five thoufand men, according to the ac- 
count which General Wafhington gave under his 
own hand. Others who fpeak from coDjcfture,bave 
fet forth, that this corps confided of more than five 
thoufand ; but there is no certainty iu this conjec- 
ture. 

Sir Henry Clinton in his march to a place called 
Freehold, judging, from the number of the provincials 
that hung upon his rear, that their main body was 
not fardidant, began to be in concern for the bag- 
gage, which had always been, for good reafons, a 
principal objeft of his attention. He wifely refolved 
to free that part of the army from tSis incumbrance 
and impediment ; he therefore placed the baggage 
under the management of General Knyphaufen, who 
led the firft column of the army. The other, which 
covered the march, was now difengaged and ready 
for aftion, and was compofed of the bed troops in 
the army, commanded by the general himfelf. This 
corps confided of the third, fourth, and fifth. brigades 
of Britith, two battaiions of Britidi, and the Heffian 
grenadiers, a battalion of light infamy, the guards, 
and the tenth regiment of light dragoons. Thefe were 
troops, thtft had been heretofore accounted invinci- 
ble, and which none of the provincials durd fo much 
as face in the open field; with thefe brigades Gen. 
Clinton endeavoured to make the bed defence he 
could, though it appears not that he was free of fear 
with regard to the event ; for he had ordered Gen. 
Knyphaufen to march at break of day with all the 
carriages and baggage, ^pd to direid their courfe to 
. Middle-Town, which lay at twelve miles didance on 
their way, in an high and drong.country. The com- 
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raaader in chief, with the fecond divifion, continued 
fome hours on the ground in the neighbourhood of 
Freehold, both to cover the march of the baggage, 
and to afford time for the long range of carriages to 
get clear on their way. This caution and care was 
exceedingly neceffary as the event proved ; for it 
was not long till the American force appeared advan- 
cing in their rear, and purfuing them with an inten- 
tion to attack them. 

Upon the 25th of June, about eight o’clock in the 
morning, when the army began to march, fome par- 
ties of the provincials appeared in the woods and at- 
tacked the troops upon the left flank ; thefe being 
only flying parties, were made to retire by the light 
troops. But as the rear-guard defeended from the 
heights of Freehold, into a valley about three miles 
in length and one in breadth, feveral columns of the 
colonifls appeared alfo defeending into the plain, who 
about ten o’clock began to cannonade the rear. At 
the fame time that this attack was made upon the 
rear, the general received intelligence that two flrong 
bodies of troops were marching to flank the army*; 
this, in the modern military flile, was called march- 
ing in force on both fides to attack them in the flanks. 
This greatly alarmed the general, for he perceived 
that it was their defign to attack the baggage, and as 
the carriages w'ere then entangled in narrow defiles 
for fome miles, it feemed a matter of the greatefl: con- 
fequence to guard againfl: this danger. As the affair 
appeared to be critical, the genera! devifed the only 
method, that could have been at that time fallen upon 
to deliver himfelf out ofihaf embarraffment. He re- 
folved to make a vigorous attack upon that body which 
hung upon his rear and harraffed it, which he con- 
cluded 
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'€lu(fed would caH back the flankmg parties to the stf- 
■fiftkoce ofthofe that were thus engaged, and thereby 
give an opportunity to the baggage to efcape. For 
although Genera! Wafliington was marching with his 
^ whole army, which was believed to be far greater 
than it really was, vet as the main body was fepi- 
rated from this advanced corps which attacked Lord 
Cornwallis in the rear, by two conliderable defiles, he 
-^d not imagine that he could pafs‘a greater body of 
•troops through thefc narrows, during the execution 
of that mcafure which he intended, than what the 
-force along with him was able to oppofe ; whilft dh 
the other hand, even with that divifion of the army, 
Walhington’s fituation would be fhfficlcntly critical, 
provided he ftiould come upon him, Whilll he was 
‘ftruggling in the defiles. He was however doubtful 
of this matter, and to guard againft every polTible re- 
fult that might hapjx:n in cafe of a general engage- 
ment, he called back a brigade of the Britifli infantry, 
and the feventeenth regiment of light dragoons from 
Knyphaufen’s divifion, and left them orders to take 
a poft which would effeftually cover his right flank, 
being the fide on which he was moft jealous of being 
attacked. In the mean time the Queen’s light dra- 
goons had engaged with fomc of the American ca- 
valry, under the Marquis de Fayette,and put them 
to flight, and had driven them back upon their own 
foot. The General then made difpofitions to attack 
the Americans in the plain ; but before he coold ad- 
vance, they unexpeftedly fell back, and polled them- 
felves in a ftrong fituation, on the heights above 
Monmouth Houfe. The weather in this feafon of 
the year is in thofe parts always exceedingly warm ; 
Init upon this • day it was fo violently hot as to be 
‘ K k k fcarccly 
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fcarccly exceeded by the moft fultry fummers of that 
continent. This was a very difagre cable circumftance 
to our army, which was already very much fatigued 
by their march, and the fcvcrc labour of clearing the 
way and repairing bridges. The moft vigorous ex- 
ertions were, however, at this time neceftary, and 
the circumftances of our army required a more than 
ordinary vigour to make good their march, and favc 
their baggage. The Britilh grenadiers had now fuf- 
ficient employment for all their valour and intrepidity: 
This body, with the village of Freehold on their left 
and the guards on their right, began the attack with 
great fury. , The provincials were aware of their im- 
petuolity, and guarded againft the effefis of it ; and 
according to appointment, gave way after a Ihort 
attack, and led their enemy direfily upon the fecond 
line, which was ready to receive them. It was here 
the very flower of the Britiflx army was refifted in a 
manner they never expefted : Their fierce attack was 
refolutely fuftained, and their fury fo much abated 
by the bold rcfiftance of the colonifts, that they were 
forced to be witnefles of their enemies forming them- 
felves, when they thought they had totally routed 
them, in a new advantageous port, from whence 
they were not able to drive them. Our accounts of 
this engagement are very unfairly given, and the 
circumftances of this battle arc deferibed with fuch a 
partiality to Sir Henry Clinton, and the valour of the 
Britifti troops, that the writers themfeivcs, inftead of 
doing honour to the general and his men, afford fuf- 
ficient hints to enable others to infer, that there 
was much more underftood than they were willing 
to exprefs. They allow that, according to their own 
ilile, after the enemy was completely routed, they^^ 
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with a very unufual degree of recolleftion a^.well as 
^efoldtion, took a third pofuion with fp much judg- 
ment, that their front was covered by a marftiy hol- 
low, which fcarcely admitted, the poffibility of an at- 
tack, This does not well agree with a complete and~ 
total defeat* The truth of the matter is,, that the 
whole manner and method of the colonifts proceeding 
was but one plan. They perceived the intention of ‘ 
the Britifii general, and knew the preffing circum- 
ftances he was in : that he intended to make a re- 
folute and vigorous attack to fave his baggage, and 
if pollible to defeat that advanced party that hung 
upon his rear. They therefore provided againft a 
defperate attack, by forming in two lines, and taking 
new pods, to which they retired regularly when they 
were feverely prefled. This both faved their men, 
and fatigued their enemy, and afforded new advan- 
^lages, which the Englifti forces could not obtain. By 
the refiftance which our men had met with from the 
firft and fecond lines, but efpecially from the fecond, 
their vigour was fufHciently abated, and they found 
from experience that thofe men whom they had fo 
often determined to be cowards, were very different 
from what they apprehended. 

General Clinton found, from the vigorous refiftance 
the provincials had made againft his beft troops, and 
from the poft they had now taken, that the ifluc 
w^ould be very doubtful, Ihould he attenipt to dif- 
lodgc them from, the poft they were now in. After 
he had made fome difpofitions, as if he meant to attack 
them, by bringing up the fecond line, and making the 
light infantry and rangers turn to the left, he defifted 
from the attempt. His beft troops had now done 

all 
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all that they were able to do ; they were overpower-*/ 
cd with heat, wearied with fatigue, and had bcecir 
fevercly handled in the two former attacks j and the 
others that were now ready to have made the third, 
were neither of the fame charafter for intrepidity,' 
nor in cafe of a rcpnlfe, were they likely to have 
made a good retreat in their prefent Ctuation. He* 
therefore thought it better not to prefs the affair any 
further. In this he behaved prudently, for as he 
had as yet been engaged with but a part of the 
American army, and the main force was advancing,' 
he would have been obliged to have engaged frefh 
troops, with an army already very much fatigued by 
the former aftions. He had fo far gained his inten- 
tion, with regard to the baggage, as the convoy was 
now without the reach of danger. The American 
army made a bold attempt to cut off the retreat of 
the light infantry, which laid the general under the 
neceffity of making fome new arrangements, which,; 
confidcring the excelfive heat of the day, were ex- 
ceedingly difficult to be efftfted, but were abfolutely 
neceffary for the prefervation of the army. The 
Britiffi forces at length returned to the port, from 
whence the provincials had at firft retreated, after 
quitting the plain. > 

The event juflified the opinion of General Clinton, 
with refpeft to the Americans defign on the baggage, 
and the propriety of his attacking the provincials at 
the time, and in the manner he did. Two brigades 
of the American light troops had paffed our army, 
one on each flank, with that view, and had made the 
attempt, but were repulfcd by the fortieth regiment 
and the light horfe. Matters, however, were like 
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to tura very fcrious aad critical, aod Sir Henry Clin- 
ton began to perceive, (hould he perfeft in the engage- • 
raent, that the ilTue would be very doubtful, as the , 
colonifts were advancing, and fpeuaed eager in main- . 
taioing the difpute ; he therefore thought it ptudentf 
to purfue the baggage as fall as bp was able. Qur. 
accounts of this affair fet it forth in this manner 
“ Sir Henry Clinton having now fully attained hi$i 
Objecl:, for the Generals Knyphaufen and Grant, widi 
tlie firft divifion and baggage, were airived atNutr 
Svyapap near Middletown, could have no inducement, 
for continuing in hi? prefcnt fituation. The troops, 
^ad already gained fuljicient honour, in forcing fuc- 
peffively from two ftrong pofitions, a corps of the. 
COt;my, which he was informed, amounted to near 
12,000 men, and the merit of the fervice was much 
enhanced by the unequalled circumffances of beat and 
fatigue under which it was performed. The enemy 
were much fuperior in force to the divifion immedi- 
ately under his command ; and if the equality had 
been even nearer, it would ftill have Teemed imprudent 
U) have hazarded an engagement, at fuch a diltance 
from the reft of his army, in a country not only hof- 
tile, but which, from its nature, rauft have beea 
ruinous to ftrangers, under any circumftancc of de- 
feat. And as tlip heat of the weather rendered 
mavyhing by day intolerable, fo the moon-light ad- 
ded to the eiegibility of the night, for that purpofc. 
Upon fome or all of thefe accounts, the troops hav- 
ing repofed till ten o’clock, the army was again put 
in motion, and they marqhcd forward to join their 
fellows.” 

When 
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When matters are faithfully compared, it does 
not appear that there were any fuch great numbers 
of American troops prefcnt at this engagement : That 
only the 5000 men that were fent to harrafs the 
march of our troops, were all the force that had yet 
been engaged. T hat thofe troops, by the order of 
Gen. Lee, had retreated, and were again rallied by 
the command of General Walhington, and made fuch’ 
an impreilion upon our forces, as gave the General 
rcafon to believe, that, provided he ftiould adven- 
ture the ilTue of the aftion, it would at Icaft be very 
doubtful. It was plain to the impartial part of our 
army, that the colonifts upon this occafion, withllood, 
with much bravery, the very bcft of our troops, and 
feemed to behave like veteran foldiers. The grena- 
diers, the very chofen troops from ail the regiments, 
together with the guards, who generally claim the 
poll of honour, found in experience, that they could 
fiipport their hononr with difficulty, againft the at- 
tacks of men who fought for the rights of human 
nature, more than for the empty honours of war. 
The former boafting of our officers and men, and ijic 
contempt in which they held the Americans, began 
now more to decreafe, and our officers began to find 
that camion was now a very neceffary part of praftice 
in carrying on the American war. 

The lofs on our fide is reprefented as very incon- 
fiderable in point of the number of the ilain, but 
particularly grievous by the lols of the brave Colo- 
' nel Monkton, who had behaved with much military 
bravery in feveral former aAions, and had been 
grievoufly wounded, both in the laft war and the 
prefcnt. After feveral narroTiV cfcapcs in the field, 
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•he was referved to be killed on this day, at the head 
of the fccond battalion of grenadiers. A very parti- 
cular circumdance rendered this day and a^ion re- 
markable, and unparallelled in the Hillory of Ame- 
rica. Fifty-nine foldiers perifhed, without receiving 
a wound, merely through exceffive heat and fatigue. 
Some of the Americans are faid to have fuSered ia 
the fame manner, though bred in the country and 
inured to the climate. Of all the a£Hons fince the 
commencement of the war, our troops were in this 
expofed to the greateft hardlhips, though they fuf* 
tained greater lofs of men in fome others. A good 
part of the management of this retreat, and conduff- 
ing of our troops out of danger, depended upon Ge- 
neral Grey, whom our accounts do not mention in 
the whole of this affair : He had fome narrow efcapes, 
having his horfe killed under him, and the heads of 
fome foldiers, which had been taken off by cannon- 
balls, lying bcfide him, when he recovered from the 
entanglement of his horfe. And there is much rea- 
fon to conclude that the lofs of this day has not as yet 
been fully afeertained.' The account which the 
Americans give of the lofs on our fide is different 
from ours, and has fome internal marks of authen- 
ticity in them, not fo clearly to be perceived in our 
official reprefentations. From the plaineff and bed 
accounts it appears, that though our men behaved 
with much bravery, yet they were hard preffed, and 
with difficulty fupported their march, which they 
were obliged to do in the night, when they efcaped 
by the favour of darknefs. 

The Americans claimed great honour to that de- 
tachment of their troops, which was engaged in the 

a£iion ; 
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a£lion ; they alfo claimed the adrantage in the engage- 
ment, thongh our people affirm that they did this 
without any ground. However it muft be allowed 
fo have been a confiderable advantage to the Ame- 
rican*, to know that they could engage the . beft 
troops in Britain in the 'open fteid, and with equal, if 
not inferior numbers, withftand them,, and even in the 
cooclufion make them glad to retreat with conhdera- 
ble lofs. It had often been faid that our officers and 
men, defired nothing fo much as to have an opportu- 
nity of engaging .the provincials in the open field* 
■when they were fully affured that they could fight 
-them at any odds whatfoever. The time was now ar- 
rived when they might cafily have made the expert 
inent, and verified this declaration to the world. The 
■Americans, inftead of being much more numerous 
than our men, do not appear to' have had equal num- 
bers engaged in this aftion ; and yet they not only 
flood their ground, but obliged their enemies to re- 
treat with fach precipitation, as had all the ex- 
terna! marks of a flight. From all accounts that can 
be depended upon, itcannot as yet be made appear, 
-that General Waffiington had’ more troops in hi-i 
"whole army,. than Sir Henry Clinton had in his; it 
mult therefore proceed from other- caufcs than fupe- 
rioriry of numbers, that the colonifts had any. advan- 
tage in this aftion. There were feme particular 
things, that were much againfl; them. The behaviour 
of one of their own 'generals appears to have been 
much to blame, and tended^much to have interrupted 
their march : From what principle he afted, is bed 
known to himfelf, but it is fufficiently evident that he 
difobeyed the orders of his commander in chief,’ by 
• ordering 
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brderibg his'detachmeht to retreat, when there wls 
vifibly no bccafion ; for that fame corps unddr another 
commander, recovered their Ration, and fuppofied it 
till their enemies fled in the night; and got dnt of 
Aheir reach. The Americans themfelves affirm, that 
they would havfe obtained a complete and decifive 
vifRory, if it had riot been from the conduft ahd dif- 
obedieoce of Genferal Lee; That, officer had, fomc 
•tithe before, by an exchange, obtained a feleafe front! 
his long confinement at New York ; and we have 
already bbferved that he was appointed to take the 
command of that detachment, which was ordered 
to harrafs the Britifh army, and to interrupt itri 
march; . .. 

It appears from General WafhingtOn's account of 
the aflion, that had General Lee obeyed his orders* 
and not retired after the firft fire, that the Britillt 
■troops would have been more feverely handled \ for 
as thefe very fame troops rallied and fuppofted their 
Ration after thej^ had retredted, provided they had 
Rood their ground at firR, the aftiori wbiild have 
been mbre (harp an^ bloody; General Wafliitigtoti 
Taysj that being informed, that if Once; the Bricilh 
■army gained the high arid Rtong Coiintry Of Middle- 
Town, no attempt could afterwards be made upon 
them, with the fmalleR profpeft of fuccefs, he ac- 
cbrdingly determined to fall upon their rear, immedi- 
ately upon their departure from the Rfohg grounds 
In the neighbourhood of freehold; oh which they 
had ericaniped during the night of the tWenty-feventh. 
tie communicated the intention to General Lee, with 
Orders to make his difpofition for the attack, aikl to 
keep the troops lying upon their arms in conRant prO- 
■ - . Lll parationj 


Digitized by Google 



4p / . . i HISTORY OF A. X). ly-ft. 

p»ratiori,; which he aMb praftifcd hrmfelf in the main 
body. Having received an exprcls at five in the 
; morning, that the Britifh army had begun their march, 
he immediatdy difpatchcd an order to General Lee 
to attack them, acquainting him at the fame time, . 
that he Was marching direftly to fiipport him, and 
.that for the greater expedition, he (hould cauie his 
men to difencumber themfelvcs of that part of the 
baggage which they tarried upon their backs. To 
his great furprize and mortification however, when 
he had marched about five miles, he met the whole 
advanced corps retreating, which they informed him 
t.Was by the order of General Lee, without their 
making the fmalleft oppofition, excepting the fragle 
fire of one detachment, to rcpulfe the Britifli Light 
Horfe. General Walhington found the rear of the 
retreating troops hard preffed by our forces ; but by 
forming them anew, under the brave and fpirited ex- 
ertion of their officers, he foon checked the advance 
jof the Britilh forces ; and having by this means-gain- 
ed time to plant fome batteries of cannon, and to 
, .bring np frefh forces, the engagement hung in an 
equal poize for fome time. In this this fituation (he 
continues) the enemy finding themfel'ves warmly op- 
pofed in front, made an attempt to turn his left 
flank ; but were bravely repulfed by fome detached 
. parties of infantry. A fimilar attempt upon the 
eight was made, and they were repulfed by General 
, Green, who afterwards, in conjunction with General 
Waine, took Xuch pofts, and kept up fo fevere ‘and 
wcD-direXted afire, as compelledthe Britifh forces to 
retire behind a.defile, where the firft Hand had been 
'ma^e, in the beginning of the aftion. In that fituar 

tion 
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tion, in which their flanks were fecured by thick 
woods and moraflcs, and their front only aflailable 
through a narrow ^defile, he notwithftanding made 
dUpofitions for attacking ; but the darknefs came on 
To fafl, asnot to afford time for furmountiog the im- 
pediments in their way. The main body, however, 
lay all night upon their arms, in the place of a£Uon, 
as the detached parties did in their feveral poiU 
which they had been ordered to take, under a full 
determination of attacking the Britilh army when the 
day appeared ; but the Britifh forces retreated in fuch 
profound filence in the night, that the molt advanced 
pods, and thofe very near them, knew nothing of 
their departure until the morning. 

Our account of this action is not only impcrfeft, 
but contrary to that which General Wafhington has 
given ; but we may gather from the circumftances of 
both, that the Britifh troops were far from being vic- 
torious on this occafion. It would have been much 
to their interefl as well as their honour, now, that 
they had the y\raericans in the open field, where they 
had long profefled to wifh to have them, to have 
fliewn their abfolute fuperiority, by defeating this 
army, which would have tended much to have brought 
the colonifls to the terms of the CommifTioners, who 
were now waiting to bring the Americans to foms 
temper, with regard to their ideas of reconciliation. 
Nothing could be more unfortunate than this affair, 
to the defigns of the CommifTioners: Their threaten* 
ings were now defpifed, and the boafted valour of the 
Britifli forces confidered only in a common point of 
light. The bell troops in the Englifh army had now 
been made to retreat, before men, to whom they had 

long 
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long given the names of a rabble, cowards, and pol- 
troons. This was not likely to operate favourably 
in behalf of the wiflies of the CommilTioners. It is 
plain from all circumftances, that our troops had a 
fair opportunity to exert all their valour, feeing the 
very guards and the invincible grenadiers had juft as 
much duty in this adlion as they were able to perform;, 
tind yet fo far were the colonifts from giving ground 
or running away, that they lay all night upon their 
arms waiting to renew the aftion in the morning, 
when our brave men flipt away filently in the night, 
and got beyond the reach of danger. 

It y^as undoubtedly wife and prudent in Sir Henry 
Clinton to take the meafures which he adopted to 
fave his array ; for it docs not appear that, fuppofe 
he had engaged with all his forces, and ftood a ge- 
neral aftion to the end, he would have had any hopes 
of any other fort of viflory, than would have ruined 
him. The Americans were determined to have 
flood to the utmoft, and from what happened during 
the time of this aftion, it appears, what might have 
been the iffuc, provided it had been general. Ge- 
neral Clinton had forfeen this from the beginning, 
and endeavoured to guard againft the fatal confe- 
quences he perceived would follow a ralh and general 
engagement. Both he and Sir William Howe had 
perceived, fince the affair of German Town, that 
without greater reinforcements than they had reafon 
to expeft from Britain, that a general aflion would 
be very dangerous. They found they had to encoun- 
ter a General, who was not eafily to be circumvent- 
ed, and whofe troops had now by experience, both 
learned the art of war, and had acquired that roecha* 


Digitized by Google 



4- D. I77l. the war rN AMERICA. 451 

Aical courage which proceeds from frequent aftion ^ 
and what was more, were animated widi ideas of li- 
berty, a thing for which thofc, poffelTcd of great 
minds, will rather die than live without. The flavca 
pf arbitrary power, wheu under ftri£t dilcipline, and 
the command of good officers, will occafionaiiy fight 
bravely, but when the aftion is over, they cool and 
turn languid for want of animating principles ; but 
the fpirjt of liberty is a natural and perpetual fire, .■ 
that never ceafes to animate the heart till all virtue is 
gone, and then there is nothing worthy of ftriving- 
about. The fpcculations of fomc felfiflt men con- 
cerning duty and obedience to government, may 
pleafe themfclvcs and their party, either for a cham- 
ber meditation, or a blinding apology for unjuftifiabic 
actions, but will never fatisfy any rational enquirer, 
who has nothing except truth for the objeft of his 
enquiry. To fuppofe that there are not limits fet to 
power, as well as known rules of obedience, beyond 
which neither governors nor fubjefts ought to pro-* 
peed, is to introduce afcepticifm in government, that 
will foon put an end to all order, right, and pro*' 
perty. The claims of rulers will always encrealc, 
unlefs circumferibed by laws, till they leave nothing ■ 
for others to enjoy except what depends upon their 
grace and favour ; and provided that they were ab-i - 
Iblutely perfeft, and full of grace and truth, there 
would be no danger from their encroachments ; But 
as the w'orld affords fo many inftances of gracclefs 
rulers, it is nccefl'ary we fiiould have feme better fc- ' 
curity for our privileges, than their favour. Men 
that carry their views no further than the immediate, 
araiificaiipn of their appetites, or their own private - 
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worldly intcrcft, will proceed accot^Bg to the feel- 
ings which thefe produce j but remove thefe and they 
have no fprings of a£lion* Generous and liberal 
minds extend their good wilhes to all men, and con- 
lider their own private intereft infeparably connefted 
with the common weal. Hence they are influenced • 
to oppofe every power that encroaches _upon the 
common rights of mankind, and find themfeivcs 
obliged to refill: it as the common enemy of fociety. 
f The number of killed and wounded in the a£fion of 
this day has never been exa£fly afeertained ; for the 
Americans declared that they buried four times as 
many of the Britifh troops, as our accounts fay were 
killed. How many of the colonills were killed in this 
a£Hon, it wasimpoflible for ths Britilh army to know, 
as they left the field to their enemy, and retreated as 
fail as they could. Our Gazette could with no pro* 
priety give a lift of any more killed on the fide of the 
Americans, than they acknowledge in their accounts, 
bccaufe our miniftry could have no certainty with re- 
gard to the matter of faef. General Wafhington 
fays that our men carried off their w'ounded, except 
four officers and about forty foldiers : This he 
could not know except by one of thefe tw^o ways, ei- 
ther by t>eiug informed by the wounded which were 
left in the field, or by computing the proportion of 
the wounded to the flain they had buried ; and if it 
be true what our accounts have conflantly afferted, 
that the proportion of wounded on our fide was al- 
ways much greater than the flain, thefe muft have' 
been a great number of w^ounded carried off the field 
by the army. It is highly probable that the accounts 
on both fides may not be exaftly according to truth 

but 
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but it may rcafonably be fuppofed, that as the Arne- 
.lican cannon were for a time well ferved, and played 
with great fury upon our bcft troops, that more were 
wounded than four officers and forty foldLcrs. Ever 
£nce tlte a£Hon of Bunker’s Hill, we hare reafon r« 
be fufpicious of our Gazette account of the killed and 
Wounded, in the fereral adions which happened hj 
America. 

After this a£bion, both the commanders in chief 
'highly commended the behaviour of their officers and 
naeR; and there were undoubtedly good reafon for 
fuch commendation on both ftdes, fo far as the praife 
extended to courage and bravery; but in poini'-^of 
morality there muft have been a great difference oa 
jhc one fide or the other. Many lives.were loft, and 
much blood fpilt, which might have been fpared, 
had not that unhappy difpute commenced. One can- 
not read the hiftory of fuch fatal tranfaflions, ^trithout 
jefle^ing upon the reafons and caufes of them j for 
it always implies fome great error on one fide, or 
perhaps on both, when fuch hoftile proceedings arc 
purfued. In all civil wars recorded in hiftory, their 
caufes and fprings have been derived from bad go- 
vernment, or from bad adminiftration of the laws and 
police of nations : The people have never been un- 
reafonable when governments have been virtuousi 
nor has it been found that fubjefts thought of revolt- 
ing or rebelling till they were evidently oppreffed. It 
is an cafy matter for thofe that are fupported by the 
fpoils of others, to cry out againft them as faftious 
and 'rebellious, but were they to change places and 
cifGomftances, it would make a great alteration. Alf 
governments recorded in hiftory have, when they de*- 

parted 
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parted from the principles of the conftitutions of fajK 
lions, been ready to call out againft rebellion in 
their fubjefts, when they oppofed their oppreffive 
and abfurd meafures ; the force of reafon and jndice 
bears but little weight with men who are determined 
Upon fupporting their own meafures, for the fake of 
gratifying their luft of power, or the cravings of ap- 
petite. 

General Walhingtoti gave high and unufual praife 
to his officers and men, and expreffed his obligations 
to their real and bravery : He hiid the behaviour of 
the troops in general, after they had recovered frOtd 
the furprirc occafroned by the retreat of the advanced 
party, was fuch as could not be furpaffed } and he 
reprefented them to the Congrefs in fuch a light at 
made that body exprefs their moft zealous ackftoWi 
ledgment of then- fervice, in the moft public manner. 
Such a public approbation from the Congrefs was ver^ 
flattering to the army, but particularly to the comi 
mander in chief and his officers ; in which they cotf- 
fidered this aftion as a battle, and therefult as a great 
and important viffory, obtained over the grand BritilU 
army, under the immediate command of their general; 
In this they were not altogether wrong, for though 
the trophies of viftory were fmall, yet they kept the 
fleld, and the Britifli troops retreated, which had all 
the ufual appearances of a viftory : And this Vrftory 
was fo complcat as to clear both the Jerfies and Phi- 
ladelphia, of an enemy that had done them much 
injury. > • 

The evacuation ^of the city of Philadelphia, and the 
flight of the Britifti army through the Jerfies to New^ 
York, was equal to a viflory in the view of the Amt'' 

' rieansi 
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ric9D8. It (hewed them that ouF' army did tiot 'cdli- 
hder themfelves of fufficiem fhriio ii6 adventure ibuth**: 
ward to Virginia^ ot Maryland, withcMit tbcaffift-i 
ance of the fleet ; and that, ^wkhonc the aid of ther 
navy, they were at prOfebt able to make no mporti 
ant conquefts. The conjeftorcs toocernm^ iHis-,pre- 
cipkate flight among parties at home was varibus,' and 
there were few that could determine certainly, what* 
were the real caufes thereof. JEhc friends of the. 
court and the ranliflry reprclented > this retreat &f Sir- 
Henry Clinton, as a military exploit, almoft eqdai tO' 
that of Xenophon and the ten thoufand Greeks, fo 
much famed in amient hiftory ; and; it. was (aid that* 
nothing fo great afud glorious had. been, performed • 
fince the beginning of this war : That General Qin* 
ton, would now foon bring the Amerioan$' to a ;fei)fe. 
of Jicir duty, and the war to a happy, and glorious: 
conclulion. Such was the infatuation, of the party, 
that our greateft lofles were intcrpreted.ndvantagcs ? 
and what all the world confidcrcd as our ,djfgrace,’ 
was confidered by thofe commentators as our gltwy 
and honour. There were others who confidered the 
flight from Philadelphia in another point of view, and' 
probably in its true light : They faid that our troops 
could not keep polTeffiob.ofPhiladclphia without rilk* 
ing an engagement, and that thb danger frOib fuch x 
proceeding would have been .exceedingly great,* 
That as they had now no expeditions of ahy rcini<^ 
fpreemebt from Britain for a fcafon, and were unceiv 
tain when any might be fen t,, they, yferc under a necefw 
fity to fecure themielSes in the bfcft'raannct? tbdy could, 
and always keep near to. the fca,i, where they fnrg.hr 
have free accefs to tl^cir!fliips, in cafe of imminent 
danger,. There h&d beenpo force font to America, 
M m m fince 
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lincc the beginning of the war, that was competeac 
to make a conqueft of that continent by land ; the 
troops durfl: never proceed far into the country, ior' 
when they advanced any diftance from their Slips, ' 
they were furc to meet with fuch vigorous attacks,* 
as taught them the danger of the enterprize by re- 
ducing their numbers. Nothing could be more ro- ' 
mantic than to imagine that men would give up their' 
liberties, and become Haves, when they had health 
and Srength, and arms in their bands } or that they 
would tamely give up all that is dear to men withovit 
making all the refiSance they could. Three millions 
of people, upon' their own ground, and in a country 
which they know and are acquainted with, will defend' 
themfelvcs againS: any quaniUy that can be fent out 
of feven millions, at the diftance of three thoufand 
miles, acrofs a tempeftuous ocean, through the va- 
rious chances^ of winds, tides, and ftorms. It is an 
cafy matter to form plans and make up eftimates upon 
paper, to draw charts and deferibe voyages in a ca- 
binet; but it is quite, a different matter to mufter 
troops, man fleets, and conduft them acrofs the At- 
lantio to America. What all wife impartial people 
forefaw, from the beginning of this unhappy and 
unnatural war, the miniftry atlaft in experience found 
and could tell, provided their pride and ambition 
’ would permit them, how diflicult it is to. carry on. 
war in America. ' The war with France and Spain,^ 
while we bad the colonifls to affift us, was but play 
to this new, impolitic, and unrighteous enterprize. 

The Britiflh troops having made the beft of their 
way during the night after this engagement, had ad- 
vanced fo far, as rendered the purfuit imprailicable, 
a)l attempts to interiupt ' their embarkation at* 
' ' Sandy-Hook, 
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*Saridy*H<Jok, fruitlcfs. 'For' this feafon General 
, WaQiington detached fome light troops to obferve the 

■ motions of the enemy, and drew off the main body ot 

■ his army to the borders of the North River. 'Ihe 

Jofsof the colonifts, in point of killed and wounded, 
;\vas not great, but they loft two good officersi who 
Were much lamented : Colonel Bonner of I’cnnfyl- 
vania, rand Major Dickenfon of Virginia, the iefs Of 
-Whom was fcvcrcly felti “ - 

. There was a circumftance which happened in this en- 
gagement, which occaftoned fome fpeculation both 
in America and at home, and prodticed different ef* 

^ /efts in the minds of different parlies. The behavionr 
of General Lee was feverely cenfured by Ge&erdl 
Wafhington, who isalfo faid tO have ufed fome very 
harfli and ferere exprefBons^ in the face of the arhiy^ 
"when he met General l.eCj on the retreat of hk 
corps from the place of a£tion, amounting to adireft 
charge of difobcdicnce of Orders, want of conduft, or 
Want of couragci This produced two paflionatd 
letters from General Lee, who was now put under 
’arreftj with an anfwer from General Wafliington on 
the fame day or night ofthe aftiort.'’ A court-martial 
was inftantly demanded^ and as inftantly appointed, , 
and fo fpeedily carried into execution, as to be open-> 
ed at Brunfwick on the fourth of Julyi The charges 
brought againft General Lee were : Firft, difobedi- 
ence of orders, in nbt attacking the enemy upon the 
a8th of June, agreeable to repeated inftf uftionS r For. 
mifbehaviour before the enemy on the fame day, by 
making an unncceffary, diforderly, and (hamcful re*i 
treat : And laftly, for djfrefpeft to the commander in . 
chief, by the two letters that have been mentiooedi> 
The rcfult pfthc court, after a trial which lafted until 


V 


Digitized by Googl 



Jtl S.T O.RX* OF/ 




A. D. 1773. 


i 2 th of Awgoft* was,"thc finding of General Lee 
guUty of the firll charge ; the finding hhn in part 

• fiuU^.of the fecond, of mifbehaTiour before the ene- 

my, by making ap nonccefiary, and in fome few iri- 
flanc^j,, a diforderly . retreat. They alfo fcHind him 
guilty of difrefpeft to the commander in chiefs and 
feptepced him to befufpended from any command in 
the a,rmies of th.c UnUed States, for the term of 12 
months. To form a juft and true opinion of the » 
iuftjftC of this feptonee, it would be necelTary to know 
,the;fcLYeral particulars of the charges, with their cir- 
euni^^acesras they really ftood. According to what 
^tjppoars.from General ^ee’s own letter, and the Arne- 
tftean. arcQiint of the afiion, it would appear that Ge- 
^al Lee either failed in obedience to command, or 
\ra$ .deficient in his ufual courage and intrepidity. 
;^'his might probably arife from certain mechanical 
peafoh? which will upon occafions affeft the moft brave 
^d courageous. He had been long under fevera 
eopfiuement, and.bad been very hardly ufed ; the man- 
ner, of his confinement, and the want of necefiary 
ifefti air, and wholefome food, might reduce his con- 
ftitution andaffeft.his nerves, whereby he might per- 
^civehbjefts of danger in a different light, from what 
he have done in his ordinary date of vigour. 

k IS not improbable that he might have a real want 
of Dcceflary courage for fuch an important command 
attlikiime, and for fear of mifmanagiog through 
ralhoefejOrolght through' chat apprehenfion be defi- 
efein in what otherwlfe was his duty. Though in all 
tins hil could not be; criminal, yet the operation was 
the famoitl the aftion, as if it bad been done with dc- 
f)^ f aiid - as the court were only to proceed upon”' 
cbtnmoo'reafotts, aceotdiag to the evidence before 

• ‘ them. 
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them, they .were, not likely p £nd any apology for 
an afiion that had a tendency to produce fuch fatal 
coulequenccs. It docs not appear that there was any 
partiality in the hchaviour of the court martial, nor 
^id General Lee afterwards complain of their fen* 
icnoe j the n^eceflity of the time required that every 
(tep o-f iHifcon.tluff in officers ihould be marked with 
difpleafure^ that others might take warning, and pay 
pepper regard to their duty. The dUcipline of .free 
iti^te?, in all ages, when there were virtue and vigour 
ijp t^ir cooftitutioB, has been reprefented by hillory, 
exaS and fevere ; and- though they have beea 
zealous fer liberty, and jealous of the rights of man- 
kind j yet they confidercd a roan’s engaging to per. 
form a duty, which, he either could not, or would hot 
perform, a crime piroiffiable by th.e laws : and that it 
is not inconfiftent with liberty, to mark with difap- 
probation, raanifcft pegle^^ of duty, or betraying of 
truft. TIic freedopi of the people, in all free na- 
tions, can only be fupported by a ftrift adherence to’ 
the laws that arc inftituted for ,the ffipport thereof. 
To be remifs in cxecuiiog thefe laws, is the ready 
way to lofc liberty. If men, in forming of States, 
were fo wife as to make no more articles, than are ne« 
ceflary to fupport that freedom they waftt, to main- 
tain, and never to‘ tqrn. remifs in the.adminiftratioar 
of them, , it would be the only thing tp continue liber-! 
ty and national felicfry. Partiality in adminiftcringi 
juftice,isa fare way to deftroy freedom; this ha$; 
been the banc of nations, and the ruin of empires. > 
Sirift and exafr difcipline b armies, upon principles, 
ofjuftice, is ncceiTary to keep every One to their duty; 
but it ought at the fame time to be confidored, that > 
DO more duties oughtio beimpefed, than reafon and 
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requires every man, in his ftation or rank, to fulfil 4 
*To multiply duties- beyond the limits of necefli'ry of 
julticc, is to create tranfgrefiions by* law. - What 
juft and reafonable is eafily perceived, and liieii caii 
have no difpute concerning this point, if they 'Will 
only judge concerning others j as they* Would -wifH 
them to judge if the cafe was their oWn. But this can 
only happen when'virtue is predominarit^ and- when 
the common ’weal takes place of all private interefti 
' 'The Britifli army'j after much fatigue and wearmefs’^' 
t(hrough the h^at of the weather' and the labour iii 
‘ the laie aftion, arrived at the heights of Navefmk itl 
the neighbourhood of Sandydlook, oti the lift day of 
June ; ‘where they were m’etby the fleet under Lord- 
Howci from the DelawarCj where they Irid been de- 
tained by calms in the river for fome time, but had 
molt fortunately arrived the day before the approach 
of the ‘ army,” It was a very fortunate circiimftancd 
lor our army, that the fleet was fo ready to receive 
them, otherwife they might- have been iu gfeat jeo* 
pardy, had the Americans pUrflied ' them cJofe. Iii 
the preceding winter, the peninfula, of Sandy-hook 
had been cut off- from the continent, and ‘converted 
into an abfolute*iliand by a violent breach of the fea j 
a circumftance ’then of little cohfequencc, but Which 
might now have been fatal to our‘ arniy'i By the for- 
tunate arrival of the fleet, at -the inftant when its af- 
fiftance was fb critically ' neceffaryV by the ability ;*of 
the noble Commander, and the extraordinary ’ efforts 
of the feamen,* this impediment was fpeedily removed. - 
A bridge of boats was cotiipleated with great expedi- 
tion, and the whole army paffed over this new channel ■ 
on the 5thof 'JaIy, and were afterwards conveyed 10 ^ 
NsW'York. i Neither the army nor navy-as yet, knew • 
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the circumftances of danger and ruin, in which they 
had been fo nearly involved. 

A French fleet of great force had now arrived on- 
the coaft, of which neither the army nor navy had 
till this time received the fnaalleft notice. This un- 
expeftcd event filled the minds of all the oflicers with ■ 
new apprehenfioas, and the dangers which they had- 
lately cfcaped, appeared fmall to thofe which they 
now apprehended. They had as yet been mailers of 
the feas in that quarter, and could move where they 
pleafed, whenever they were in danger by land ; but 
now two evils flared them in the face, they were obli- 
ged to change their pofition on the continent for the 
fake of having free accefs to their (hips, but now the 
fleet itfelf was in danger, which greatly increafed their 
apprehenfions; 

The danger to which our fleet and army were now 
expofed, had been forefecn and foretold by thofe 
who were in the oppofition in parliament, and the 
failing of the French fleet under the command of the 
Count D’Eftaing had been pubiilhed long before our 
miniflry had made any provifion againfl its opera- 
tions. Some w'arm reprcfentaiions had been made 
concerning the fupinenefs and negligence of our ad- 
miralty, in fcveral fpccches in parliament, to which 
the miniflry were unable to reply with any degree of 
fatisfaflion to cither their friends or enemies. The 
incapacity of our miniflry had as bad an effeft upon 
public aflFairs, as if they had proceeded with a real 
intention to ruiu the nation, and there were not 
wanting fome, who both faid as well as thought, 
that they really intended the events which happened. 
This latter does not appear to have been the cafe, 
fem the effects of tjieir incapacity were equally fatal 
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to the public intereft. It was little benefit fo the pub-- 
lie to be informed, that they did not aft wrong, 
through ireachcry^ and defign, when they did the fame 
things through incapacity i and would not give up’ 
employments and offices, which they could not dif-' 
charge with honour to themfelvcs, nor fafety to their 
country. 

Information had been received a long time before 
the failing of the Toulon fleet, that it was preparing- 
and would be ready to fail in a lltort time, yet our ad*- 
miralty difregarded thefc notices, and fuffered the 
French fquadron, under the Count D’Eftaing, to pafs 
the limits of the Mediterranean, and to carry deftruc- 
lion to our fleet and army in North America, and 
afterwards fire and fword to our Weft India iflands. 
It was of fmall advantage to the the nation to know, 
whether the prefent misfortunes had happened 
through the treachery or incapacity of the miniftryj- 
or from that fatality that had conftantly attended all 
their meafures. They had banifhed, by their coun- 
fels, all wife and honeft men from the prefence of 
their fovereign, and were now employing him in ho- 
liday pageants at Spithead, to divert the attention of 
the people from their immediate danger, whilft our 
colonies and foreign dependencies were neglefted,-**- 
our glory ftaiued, — and the Britifli flag difgraccd. 
The oppofition in parliament afked the miniftry, aiid 
with great propriety, whether it leflened the calami- 
ties of the nation to know, that the pillaging of their 
coafts during the fummer, the alarm and terror into 
which different parts of the kingdom had been 
thrown, under the apprehenfion of invafion, together 
with the deftruftion of their commerce, and the loft 
ef public credit, proceeded merely from the incapa- 
city 
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city of tbe mioiflers ? Or that the calling out of a mi- 
litia without arms, and fending them to be encamped 
without tents or field equipage, fprung from the fame 
caufe? But to which ever caufe the foregoing in- 
Aances may be attributed, no doubt, faid they, can 
be entertained, that it was the raoft thorough convic- 
tion of their incapacity, which produced the French 
referipr, the dangerous meafure on which it was 
founded, and the infult and contumely which the Bri- 
tifh fiag has undergone in the ports of Spain. No- 
thing lefs than fuch conviflion, could have embolden- 
ed thofe nations to venture upon fuch a condufl, nor 
could any other poflible direAion of the affairs of 
Great Britain, have drawn upon it fuch infult and in- 
jury. 

They afked, if any man in his fenfes could give a 
vote of credit to a miniftry, who were always laft to 
learn what they Ihould be firft to know ? Who could 
be fo infenfiblc of the fudden emergencies to which 
fuch a feafon as the prefent was liable, that when 
the account arrived of a tranfaftion, which every 
body expefled, and which they fhould have long 
fince guarded againft, only one of them was to be 
found, and the reff were fo difperfed in the courfe 
of their pleafures, that a fuiHcient number of them 
could not be procured, for holding a council, until the 
hour of debate and determination was loft. Thus 
had we loft that advantage of the wind, which its 
known and natural courfe in the month of April af- 
forded j and now fee our fleet embayed at Portf- 
mouth, and likely to continue there, from its having 
as naturally and regularly taken the oppofite di- 
refUon. 
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Who then, they faid, could truft fuch miaifters ! or 
was it even poflible to cftimate their guilt ? Was 
there any thing more wanting, to feat that fatal cha- 
rafter of their adminiftration, which Carried no other 
diftinflion, than the regular and fucccffive circuni- 
ftances of ruin, in which they had' involved their 
country ? But it feemed, that the difgrace of a Bur- 
goync was to be atoned by the deftruftion of a 
Howe ; and the want of information rehitive to the 
union ef France and America, to be compcnfated by 
the ignorance of D’Eftaing’s failing and defthiation. 
A gentleman of diftinflipn, on that fide, ended his 
fpeech with' eager exclamation : Whither is the fpirit 
•ef England fled! Where is the wlfdora that ufed to 
pervade her councils !. Where are the terrors gone, 
with which^ftie was wont to fill the bofoms of thofe 
'who dared to hifult'her 1 Britain, he feared, tvas be- 
trayed ; treachery and corruption vied with each 
•other, to fee which fhould firft effeft her downfall and 
'difgrace. The minifters laid they were confident, 
that if the gentlemen on the other fide were acquaint- 
ed with the preparations that had been made, and 
the elFeftual care taken to proteft this country from 
'invafion, they would pot fo ralhly condemn them for 
treachery ; nor charge them fo haflily with incapa- 
city, The utmoft exertions had been ufed, as well 
with refpeft to the navy, as to every other mode of 
preparation and defence. And though po fieei had 
yet failed to oppofe th,e Toulon fquadron, that was 
properly to be attributed to the advantage of fupply 
which the French derived from their regifter, and 
which at all times enabled them to man out a fleet 
fooner than wc could j but it by no means afforded 
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any juft ground for the repeated charges of incapa* 
city made hgainft the miniftersi They bcfidcs infift* 
ed, that in the prefenc circnmftances of danger to 
which the nation was expofed, under the immediate 
threat and apprchenlion of an iavafton, it would have 
been highly imprudent and unwife to have weakened 
the home defence, by any detachment from the 
Grand Fleet* until fuA a force was provided, as 
would have been adequate to the different Cervices. 
And if it had been otherwife, and that detachments 
could have been fpared, ftill they contended, 
that it would not have been fitting to fend out afqua- 
droa to oppofc D’Eftaing* without fomc clue for its 
guidance in meeting him* which could not be obtain- 
ed, until fome light was thrown on his deftinarion or 
objeff. it was hoped, that if D’Eftaing was bound 
to North America, Lord Howe would be able to ufe 
fuch means of defence, as would prevent, any imme* 
diate confequcnce of moment ; but in. the worft that 
could happen, Admiral Byron, with the fleet now 
under his orders at Portfmouth, would arrive in time 
on the coaft, to take full vengeance for any infult 
that was offered. 

The Ainerican minifter acknowledges, that appear-' 
iaaces were againft the miniftry ; but appearances 
were not to juflify a condemnation ; a full enquiry 
into the circumftanccs might place their cafe in a very 
different light. For his part he was ready to meet 
every ferutiny, and wilhed punHhracnt to fall where 
it was deferved. When the difpatches arrived, he 
took the fpeedieft means to convene the minifters 
from the country, where fomc of them then welw» 
That from the time of their arriyal, the greate." cx- 
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pedition had been ufed by him, in fending the ordefs 
of council to the proper officers at Spiihcad j but mif- 
forranes were not always to be aroided. He hoped, 
— he wilhed heanily that our afiairs might /have a 
happi^ turn. The painful pre-eminence of office ho 
faid, was atfuch a time, little to be envied : and for 
his part, if any gentleman of talents, and inclination 
to ferve his country, wilhed to come into his place, he 
was ready 10 rellgn it. This fpccch of the minifter 
agreed but ill with what had been confidently affert-^ 
ed fomc Ihort time before, concerning the ftate of the 
navy; for if they dnrft not venture to fend as many 
&ips as were fufficient to prevent the Toulon fqua<- 
dron from failing to America, for fear of an attack 
upon our own coaft, it was plain that our navy, in 
the efteem of the miaillry themfclycs, was not fit to 
combat the fleets of France and Spain. This was an 
obfervation that could not efcape the notice of thofe 
in the minority. 

Whatever were the canfes of the mifmanagement 
at this time, it is manifell chat worfe meafures could 
not have been purfued ; for had the French fleet not 
been prevented by ftorms, more than by the wifdom 
of the miniftry, both our fleet and army had been 
expofed to the greateft danger, if not totally deftroy- 
ed. Though the miniftry were informed in the month 
of February, of the number of Ihips that compofed 
the Toulon fquadron, of the arrival of Count D’Ef- 
taing, and of the day on which he intended to fail j 
and alfo knew that he did fail on the 13th of April, 
yet our fleet continued lying at Spithead till the latter 
end of May ; nor was a Angle mcafure taken to pre- 
vent dreadful effects which were to be expefted 
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frdlnthis formidable fquadron. Thefirft Lord of the 
Admiralty had, upon the 2oih of November, lad year, 
informed the public, that there were forty-two fhips 
of the line lit for fcrvice, of which thirty-five might 
put to fea at an hour’s warning, and the remaining 
feven would be ready in a fortnight ; yet when the 
fervice of thefe fhips was required, the firft Lord of 
the Admiralty was found not worthy to be depended 
upon. Though vaft Aims of money had been grant- 
ed beyond all example in any former war, yet when 
there was occalion for aftion, our fleets were always 
in want of fome one thing or other. Sometimes they 
wanted men, fometimes rigging, at other times fmall 
beer; fo that one delay always fucceeded another, 
Hvl.cn their fcrvice was required. 

Our army had not well arrived at Sandy Hook, 
when they received the intelligence, from fome of 
Lord Howe's cruizers, that a new enemy had ap- 
peared on the coafl, of America. I.ord Howe had 
received information on which he could depend, that 
Count D’Eflaing was fecn off the coafl; of Virginia, 
with a fleet of twelve or thirteen fail of the line of 
battle fliips. It was fortunate for our fleet and army 
that this fleet did not come fo far as the Delaware, 
before our fleet was failed to New York, otherwife 
it might have been in the power of D’Lftaing to have 
deftroyed the whole ; or had he met the tranfports 
in their paffage as they were encumbred, and only 
under the convoy of two fliips of the line and fome 
frigates, the confequence is obvious. The ftate of 
the array, as well as that of the fleet, would have 
been deplorable, and the lofs of the latter would have 
iffued.in the lofs of the former; for as the army 
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could not then, by any- polEblc means, have pur- 
sued its way to New York, and would have been 
6nclofed on the one lide by the American army, and 
on the other by the French fleet, cut off from all fup- 
ply and provifion, and deftitute of every rcfource, 
the confcquence muft have been, that they muft have 
either all periflied, or have furrendered as General 
Burgoyne did at Saratoga. The badnefs of the wea- 
ther, more than the wifdom of ourminiflry,faved our 
army and fleet ; for by various ftorms Count D’Eftaing 
was fo interrupted in his voyage, that hje did not ar- 
rive fo foon as he might lave done, provided the 
weather had continued favourable and the wind fair. 
And after all his interruptions, had he direfted his 
Courfe direftly to New York inftead of Chefapeak 
Bay, the confcquence to our fleet and army would 
have been much the fame; for he would have 
come upon both in a fluttered condition, entangled 
with laying, or palling the bridge at Sandy Hook. In 
either of which circumftances, deftruftion muft have 
been the confcquence, and the event of fuch a na- 
ture and magnitude, as had not been experienced in 
any late ages. To Britain it muft have been fatal, as 
her army, upon which flie had fpent immenfe fums, 
and her fleet, upon which llie depended for the pre- 
fervation of her weftern dominion, would have been • 
no more. But the principal objefi D’Eftaing bad in 
view, was to furprize our fleet in the Delaware, and 
to endofe our army in Philadelphia ; whereby he ima- 
gined he would gain the fame point, which, if he had 
known, and purfued his courfe, he might have more 
cffeaually gained by failing to New York. A more 
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remarkable and lignal efcape and deliTcrauce is not 
cafy to be pointed out. 

Though the degree of the danger was leffened by 
the favour of providence, it was not immediately al- 
together removed. A heavy cloud as yet hung over 
both the fleet aud army, and how it would burft and 
difpel, was as yet altogether uncertain. It required 
great forccafl to perceive in what manner the French 
would proceed, or to underftand whether it was pof- 
Able for them to eiTcft with their great Ihips, what 
only could be ruinous to our fleet. Upon the fourth 
day after the account w’as received of his arrival on 
the coaft, and fubfequent advice of his having anchor- 
ed at the Delaware, D’Eflaing appeared fuddenly and 
unexpeftedly in fight of the Britilh fleet at Sandy- 
Hook. He had a great force, and as yet in good 
condition, confifling of twelve fliips of the line and 
three frigates of fuperior fize. Among the firfl: there 
were fome fliips of great force and weight of metal ; 
one carrying 90, another 80, and fix carrying 74 guns 
'each ; and the fpuadron was faid to have eleven thou- 
fand men on board. On the other fide the Britiflt 
fleet under Lord Ilowe, confifted of fix 64gnn Chips, 
'three of 50, and two of forty guns, with fome fri- 
gates and floops. Mcfl of the line of battle Ihips be- 
longing to Lord Howe had been long at fea, and 
were on that account in a very indifferent condition, 
and were wretchedly manned. The principal ba- 
lance to thefe difadvantages, and which was the moft 
elTential remedy for the feveral other evils that were 
attendant on our fleet, was the fuperior abilities of 
their commander, and the excellency of their other 
officers. It would be difficult to find in all Europe, 
cither fuch another fea-officcr as Lord Howe, or fuch 
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afEftants as thofe iaferior officers that were under him. 
He had a confuramate knowledge in naval atchieve- 
ments, and undcrftood almofl; every poffible circum- ' 
ftance that might happen in fuch a critical fuuation. 
He provided againft all the evils that might happen, 
as much as his circumftances and the force under his 
command would permit. His preparations Were 
mafterly and judicious, and his fu'ccefs in the end, 
anfwerable to the wifdom of his conduft. There was 
one thing much in favour of Lord Howe : He was 
in polTeffion of Sandy Hook and the harbour, the en- 
trance of which is covered by a bar, and from whence 
the inlet palTes to New-York. To force this paffage 
was not an eafy talk, though it is believed that 
D’Eftaing intended to make the grand attack at this 
point, force the paffage, and attack the Englilh fleet 
ill the harbour. Had this been fpcedily executed, the 
ruin of our fleet would have been inevitable j forrho* 
Lord Howe had made every poffible preparation for 
defence that the time would admit of, yet from the 
wind’s blowing contrary, and many other unavoid- 
able accidents, the fliips were not arrived in their 
refpeftive Oations, and fitnations of defence ; nor had 
there as yet been time to choofe thofe fituations 
with that judgment, which was afterwards exercifed 
when the French fleet appeared without Sandy Hook. 

In tliefe circumftances, had D’Eflaing puflied the ad- 
vantages ariflng from the furprize, and paffed the bar 
dire<fUy, and made his attack, neither the advantages 
of fuuation nor any eminence of ability or valour on 
the one fide, could have been fufficient to have coun- 
terafted the vafl fuperiority of force on the other. 
The engagement would have undoubtedly been 
dreadful, and probably in that refpe£t, might have 
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faeeita itogDiar phamomenob, ankhowa in naval hiC< 
taty<;, but tbe. gteateil degree of human valour mult 
require a proportional degree of ftrength, to render 
its operatbns efFeduah 

It. has been difputed, whctheE or not it was prac- 
ticable for the large veflels, under the command of 
D*£0aing' to-pafs through theftraits and over the ban 
Some are of optuion that this might have been done, 
and performed with prudence. Others affirm that it 
Was altogether imprafUcable, and could not be done 
without expofing the large ilhips to certain ruin and 
deftrudtion. If this latter was the cafe, it would, ap- 
pear that out fleet, after it came within the Hook, 
Was not in fo great a danger as has been reprefented. 
But if the other opinion be true. It muft be allowed, 
that the irrefolution or want of knowledge of the 
French admiral, were the principal things that faved 
the fleet and- army. Had this French commander 
been poflefled of fuch a fpirit of enterprize as to have 
made this attempt, and fucceeded. Great Britain 
would have received fuch a blow as Ihe had not expe- 
rienced for fomc ages pad. Lord Howe had no 
force ftifficient to combat fuch fuperiority of men and 
metal, and no timely provifion had been made fbr his 
affiftance by the government at home. It was for 
this reafon, affirmed by forae, that the miniftry in- 
tended to make a facrificc of this noble commander, 
to their party pique and political revenge. "What- 
ever may have been the real caufe of their condufl, 
there was fnfficient rcafons to draw fuch inferences 
therefrom. ‘ , ' 

There was a wonderful zeal prevailed at this time 
in the fleet and army, to give the French a warm re- 
O 0 o ception. 
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ceptTon. All ranks and degrees endeavoured to 
excel one ano'ther in readinefs to amH in all enter- 
prizes necclTary for making a noble reMance. A 
tboufand volunteers Were immediately difpatched 
from the tranfporis to the fleet. The remainder of 
the crews could not reflrain their indignation, at be- 
ing left behind, and ufed every pofllble mean, by hi- 
ding themfelves in the boats, to efcape aboard the 
men of war ; fo that the agents could, it is faid« 

■ fcarcely keep by force as many hands as were fuffi- 
cient to keep watch in their refpe£Hve flups. The 
mailers and mates of the merchantmen and traders at 
New York, folicited employment with great earneft- 
'nefs, and took their llations at the guns, with the 
common failors. Others hazarded every thing, by 
putting to fea in light veflels, to watch the motions 
of the enemy, and perform other neceflary fervices. 
One man in particular, with an uncommon difinter- 
eftednefs and gallantry, went beyond any thing almod; 
recorded in hiftory; he offered to convert his veffel, in 
which hJs whole hope and fortune lay, into a fire- 
fliip, to be condufted by hirofelf, and refufed with 
fcorn, every propofal of indemnification or reward. 
It is a great pity to employ Britilh failors in any caufc 
except what has a true moral bafis, and which may- 
be vindicated upon the pureft principles of truth ; 
for as they are not ready to enquire into the reafons 
or caufes for which they are led on to aftion, it is 
cruel to millead them. When danger is in view the/ 
difregard it, and court enterprize with an uncommon 
zeal, without ever enquiring concerning either the 
principles or end of their proceeding. Tho’ many 
of them are preffed into the fervice againft their wilf, 
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yet when once they are under command, they will 
fight as they are ordered without fo much as thinking 
about the caufes or reafons of the war. 

This fit of military enthufiafm fpread through all 
branches of the war department, and the foldiers 
emulated the failors in defire to be led on to afHon. 
The light infantry and grenadiers, who were not 
well recovered from their wounds and fatigue, con- 
tended with fuch eagernefs to ferve on board the men 
of war as marines, that the point of honour was 
obliged to be decided by lots. The bravery and 
magnanimity dtfjfiayed on thisoccafion, deferibed the 
national charaffer of both men and officers, and does 
great honour to their country. Two things at this 
time contributed much to this readinefs for enter- 
prize in both the navy and army : The firfi was, the 
popularity of the noble commander, and the confi- 
dence founded on his great abilities ; and the fecond 
was, that antipathy which generally prevails in the 
minds of Britifh foldiers and failors, againfl the 
French, who now, as they thought, had unjuftly in- 
terfered in the prefent war. As to the principles or 
reafons of the war, the greatefl part, as is always the 
cafe, had never in the lead confidered them : the go- 
vernment had fettled that point, and they accounted 
it their bufinefs to obey. The officers in general, 
like other foldiers of fortune, were only fighting for 
themfelves, with a view to preferment ; and their 
eagernefs for adion proceeded more from a defire of 
fignalizing themfelves as foldiers of the miniflry, to 
obtain in their turn an exaltation of place and emo* 
lument, than from any ideas they had of the morality 
of the war, or its political utility, 
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Tbe French fteet continued at anchor^ in the fitna* 
tioQ already^ mentioned, taking in water and prorffina 
for eleven days. D’Eftaing knew well that as he 
'had notpJrofited of the Brftnpporttmty that waslprc* 
fented to him, that any attempt made by his fleet, 
after aH the preparations on the other fide had been 
compleated, and the judicious pofitions of the BritMh 
admiral were fully finiftied, would have been incffec- 
'tual and hazardous, and perhaps ruinous to his fieec; 
he therefore dcliftcd from the attempt. The Britifli 
fcamen were now undcrigreat agitations : the mixed 
paffions of grief and indignation wrought wtmderftitty 
in their minds, and appeared manifcftly in their coun- 
tenances. They- now YaW themfelves flmt up by a 
French fleet, and endured tbe mortification of feeing 
'a Britiflt fquadron infulted in their own harbour, and 
the French flag -flying in Irlamph without. What 
Igreatly added to their chagrin was, that they beheld 
'everyday veffels under Englilh colours, who were 
ignorant of the fituation of affairs at Sandy Hook, 
taken under their eye by the enemy. They looked 
out every hour with the utmoft anxiety, and in the 
■moft eager expeflation for the arrival of Byron’s 
fqnadnon. This was an unufual firaation to a 'Britifh 
fquadron, and not eafHy endured byoflkers and men, 
who had been accaflomed to triumph fo frequently, 
over tbe French fleets, wherever they met them. 
We may cafiiy conceive that if would raife feVerc 
fcnfaiions in the breafts of the Britifli feamen, to be 
cooped up in a harbour, only to be witnfeffes of the 
capture of the fhips of their own nation, and to bear 
the infults of the French fleet, riding triumphant be- 
fore 


Digitized by Google 



i. J>. 1778. the W a R F N a M BR I C a. 477. 

fore tkcir potjt, whhfo«t dftrk»g>t0ig9;,Q6t to attack 
them. 

^ Oo the 22d of July D’Eftwog’s fleet appeared 
under w-^y« and as the ^ind <waS)faToueal>le and the 
fpriogddds at the highefl, the^aterhiaTing.rtica tlm 
afternoon thirty feet on thebar» it wasiexpc6led tt»c 
he intended to carry his thseatenibg mtOjexecutioii, 
and to try the experknent of pafEng the bar toiattack 
our fleet' in the harbour ; and that, that day would 
hare afforded one •of the hottcft engagements, and 
the mod defperate a^ion that had ercr been fought 
between the two rival nations. Every tlticg was at 
;flakc on the fide of Britain. -If the naval force was 
deftroyed, the vaft fleets .of tranfports and vi£tuallers, 
with the army, mhffhave falfenaioag with it ; for the 
eonflid could not have ended without. victory or ruin. 
The French admiral confidered the attempt to be 
too dangerous, and 'defiiled from this undertaking. 
He direfted his courfc another way, and was oat of 
fight in a few hours. 

It was a happy circumflance for'Briuin, that the 
French admiral went off at this tfnrc : His flay at 
Sandy Hook was, extremely critical, -and mothing 
could have been more fortunate than his departure at 
the very time he went away. iFor if Admiral Byron’s 
fleet had arrived in the fluttered condition in which 
it at laft arrived at New York, it mull have fallema 
defeocclefs prey into the hands of D’Eftaing’s fiqiia- 
■dron,' which would have been a lofs moft feverely 
felt. Byron’s fquadron is faid to have been in many 
refp>e£fs badly equipped and provided ; and in this 
feeble fituatiou it had the miffortune of meeting with 
unufual ftormy vi'cathcr for the feafon ; and being fc- 
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parated in difFarent ftorms, and lingering through a 
tedious paffage, arrived fcattered, broken, fickly. ' 
difmafled, or oth'erwife damaged, in various degrees 
of diftrefs, upon different and remote parts of the 
coaft of America. Providence, though it had not 
favoured our fquadron with an agreeable paffage, had 
compenfated the danger~it was in, by preferving k 
from the hands of our enemies ; and though the lofs 
by the ftorra was confiderable, yet none of the fleet 
had as yet fallen into the hands of the French, which 
afforded this fatisfaftion, that the enemy had not been 
ftrengthened by our lofs on this occafion. 

Lord Howe was flill in an uneafy fituation : His . 
fleet was not fufficiently powerful to refift that of 
D’E^aing in the open fea, and he had the mortiflea* 
lion to find himfclf ftill in jeopardy, fhould the French 
fleet return, before he was favoured with a reinforce- 
anent. It was, however, a fortunate circumftance, 
that on the 30th of July, the Renown of 50 guns 
from the Weft Indies, the Raifonable’ and Centurion 
of 64_and5o, from Halifax, and the Cornwall, a 74 
gun Ihip, of Admiral Byron’s fquadron, all arrived 
fingly at Sandy Hook. It is cafy to conceive what an 
agreeable fight this was, both to the army and navy, 
who were in an uneafy fufpence, both with regard to 
the intentions of the French fquadron, and what was 
bed to be done on that occafion. Though our fleet 
was ftill inferior to that of the French, yet it was a for- 
tunate circumftance that the Cornwall was in better 
condition than any of the reft of the fleet, becanfe 
I.ord Howe had no (hips of equal force, to combat 
the large veffels of the fleet of D’Eftaing. This cir- 
cumftance of the arrival of fo many ihips, raifed the 
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fpirlis of our men, and rendered them all eager for 
fighting ; but the proje£l oi the French Admiral was 
as yet a fecret, and our force was fiiii too much in^ 
ferior to rifque a battle iu the open fea. By what 
means this fcheme of tbe French failed is as ye: a fe* 
cret.: It would appear that the miniftry of France, in 
concert with the commillioners from the colonies, had 
formed a very rational plan of operation, which could 
not hare mifled of its intended eScA, under the ma* 
nagement of a (kilful and intrepid commander. 
D’Eftaing appears to hare mifmanaged the execution 
oi this plan, for want of judgment, and not for want 
oi courage. The fcreral fteps which he took upon 
this occafion were erroneous, and his conduft was 
fraught with folly and incapacity. Had he pnihed on 
his meafures with vigour, as foon as he approached, 
he could not hare iailed of fuccefs, box his lingering 
without the bar for fo long a time, was exceedingly 
imprudent, and void oi wifdom. 

The failure of this excellently Contrived fcheme, 
which had been founded io great wifdom, by the 
French miniftry, and the American deputies, at Paris, 
for the furprize of the Britifli fleet and army, cither 
on the Delaware or its borders, obliged the com* 
.mander to take new meafures. He now fixed upon 
Rhode Ifland, as a place that would admit the mutual 
and joint operation of his new allies by fea and land. 
This feeras to hare been the motive which determined 
.D’Eftaing to depart from Sandy Hook ; and for this 
purpofc General Sullivaa aflcmbled a number of 
troops in the neighbourhood of Providence, for an 
invafion of the ifland on its north end, from the conr 
tinent } whilft D’Eftaing was to enter the harbour of 
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Newport near its. fouthern' extremity, and after dc* 
ftroying the fliipping, by a powerful affaulc on the 
works facing the fea, to place the Britifh forces be* 
tween two .fires; On the 25th of July the French 
fieetbloeked up, orentered.the favsecal inlets, between 
Which Rhode ifland', and its adjoining leiTer iflands, 
areenclofedf, and which form a communication, more 
or left navigable in the ditferent branches, between 
theopen fea and' the back continent. The main body 
call anchor without Brenton’s Lodge, about five 
miles from Newport ; tw'o of their line of battle 
fhips ran up to the Naraganfet pafl’age and anchored 
off the north end of the ifland of Conanicut, where 
they were (hut up feverai days from rejoining the 
fleet, by contrary winds ; while fome of their frigates, 
entering the Seconnet paffage, occafioned the blow- 
ing up the King-Fiflicr Hoop and two armed ga)lie»i 
which could not otberwife avoid falling into the hands 
of their enemy. 

. Major-General Sir Robert Pigot, who commanded 
the Britifh forces, took every meafure in the powef 
of a brave and experienced officer, that could tend to 
vigorous and raoft obftinatc defence. The troops, 
■artillery, and cattle, were immediately conveyed from 
the ifland of Conanicut ; the troops at the out-pofls 
of Rhode-lfland were in conftant readinefs, at the 
firft fignal, to join the main body ; the works to the 
fea were ftrengthened by every poffible mean, and 
tlic feamen belonging to the veffels that were deflroy- 
cd, as well as thofe that could be fpared from others, 
were called to their favourite occupation, by ferving 
the artillery. 
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The tranfports ■( which nwft othcrwifc have fallen 
into the eaemy’s haads) were funk in different pans 
of thofe chasBcU and paffages, which might have 
afforded them an opportunity of attacking the works 
With advantage. The royal frigates were removed 
as fat from danger as poh^i^ ; bnt as their lofs and 
deftrosftioo were inevhable, in the profecution of the 
enemy^s dcfign, they were difmaotled of their artd- 
lery and ftores, and the neceffary meafurcs taken for 
feenring ifhe latter part of the alternative. Two op- 
pofite bays> in ^ inlets on the eaftern and weffera 
iides.of the ifland> comprefsitfo much, as to form a 
kind of iftbmus, by which the fouthern end, that 
fppeads into the ocean, U connefied with the main 
body. The town of Newport .is juft within this 
peninrfula, and facing die idand of Conanicut ; the 
fpace between both forming a bay, which includes or 
forms the harbour. The inlet to the harbour from 
the fea, called the Middle Channel, is narrow, and 
Onclofcd by Brenton’s Foinr, and the oppofuc point 
of Ck>nanicut, which forms the fouthern extremities 
of both iflsads. A bar of high grounds, which crof- 
festhc ifthmus from channel to channel above New- 
port, was ftrongly covered with lines, redoubts, and 
artillery ; fo that the peninfula might be confidered as 
a garrlfon, diftinfl from the reft of the illand, and 
under the proteftion of a fuperior naval force, might 
in a great meafure defy any attempts from the north- 
ern fide, fuppoftDg that^tn enemy had made good its 
landing in fuch circumftances. But the enemy being 
mafters of the fea, rendered the talk of defence, under 
the apprehetifion of an attack on both hdes at the 
fame time, exceedingly arduous. The commander 
had however, juft -before, received a rciaforccment 
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of five battalions ; the troops were in excellent con- 
dition and fpirit ; and the body of feamen, both with 
refpedt to labour and danger, were no fnaall addition 
to their means of refinance. 

The force deftined againft them by land, was not 
fo confiderable as their information had led them to 
apprehend. The bufinefs on that fide, feems to have 
been committed moftly, if not entirely, to the north- 
ern colonies, who werethofe immediately concerned 
in the event. General Sullivan is, however, faid to 
have affcmbled about 10,000 men, of whom, at leaft, 
half were compofed of volunteers from New England 
and Connefticut. As the operations of the French 
fleet were regulated by thofe of the army on the land, 
they continued inaflive, until Sullivan was in condi- 
tion to pafs over from the continent to the north end 
of the ifland. On the 8 th of Auguft, finding that 
raeafure in forwardnefs, and the wind being favour- 
able, they entered the harbour under an eafy fail, 
cannonading the town and batteries as they paffed, 
receiving their fire without any material efieft on 
either fide. They anchored above the town, be- 
tween Goat-Ifland and Conanicut, but rather nearer 
to the latter, on which both the French and Ame- 
ricans had parties for fome days. When it was dif- 
covered that the enemy intended to enter the har- 
bour, our commanders were thrown into the utmoft 
confufion : They found it out of their power to pre- 
ferve his majefty’s fhips that were in that flation, and 
it was a great mortification to fet fire to veflcls that 
were fo necelTary in thofe parts, and of which they 
were likely to be in fo much need, for the purpofes 
of war, and fafety to themfclves and the land forces. 
They were, however, obliged to make a virtue of 
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ricceffity, and to barn the Orpheus, Lark, Juno, and 
Cerberus frigates, and foon after to fink the Flora 
and Falcon. Our people were now obliged to pur- 
fue the mcafures which they had boafted they had 
driven the colonies to obferve, and they found at this 
time the poignant influence of that reflexion, do as 
you would be done by. Some of thefe officers and 
their crews had been engaged in burning expeditions 
in feveral parts of the coafts of America ; but the 
fweetnefs of the application was now brought home 
to themfelves, and they began to feel the full force 
of their own praftice, turned againft them, aggrava* 
ted with the grievous refle&ion,' that they now fuf. 
fered no more than they well deferred. The lofs of 
thefe frigates were at home confidered as only a. tri- 
fling matter, and the miniflry and their friends, afle^- 
ed to bear it in a very floical manner. It was at the 
fame time fufficiently raanifeft that they felt fevercly 
the prefent difafter, though they fpokc lightly there- 
of, and wanted to have it otherwife believed. When 
l.ord Howe received the news of the danger Rhode- * 
Tfland was in, from the French fleet and the Ame- 
rican troops, he was much perplexed what meafurcs 
to take. His fquadron, notwithflanding the late re- 
inforcements, was in many refpefts inferior to'thai of 
D’Eftaing. The difference in point of number of 
fliips was little, but there was a great difference with 
refpeft to the number of men and the weight of me- 
tal. It was dangerous to hazard an engagement in 
thefe circumftances, and without doing it, there was 
no hope of faving the ifland. The admiral was, how- 
ever, determined to attempt every thing which re- 
folution, under the government of reafon and wife 
conduft, could effeft j and though the cafe was dif- 
ficult ' 
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ficult and hazardous, he did not def{}a«r of gimg foch 
relief to the ifiandj as tyouki at leah, render it an ar< 
dnons cnierprize for the French to carry their defigna 
into execution. He ftudied all the collateral advan- 
tages that might be obtained to render his fuccels 
probable, and endeavoiired to balance the fuperio- 
rity of the enemy with fuperior IkiH and aflivity. He 
was indeed fuperior, in point of number of Ihips, to 
the French admiral, for his fquadron now coidihed of 
one 74, feven 64. and five 50 gun fhips, befides feve» 
ral frigates but the difference, in other refpefts, was 
manifefi from the rates of the fhips, the number of 
men, and the weight of metal. But every experiment 
that had the fmaUefl; degree of probability of fuccefs 
on its fide, was now to be tried, and he was deter- 
mined that nothing fhould be neglefted that was in 
his power to perform. The narrows, in which the 
French fquadron was now involved, gave fome turns 
of advantage, and the ignorance of the French ma- 
riners, with regard to the inlets and paffages, afford- 
ed ftill a flronger cvpeftation that the large fliips 
might be entangled in fuch a manner as not to be of 
greater fervice than lighter vcffels. Lord Howe had 
received advice that the French fquadron were fepa- 
rated, and fome of them involved in the channel, and 
the bulk of them lying without, afforded fome reafon 
to hope that be might bring on an engagement upon 
more equal terms than could have been expefted. 

In the midft of all the preparations and eagerne^ 
for aftion, there were feveral unavoidable interrup- 
tions which came in the way, that he coiiid not reach 
Rhode Illand till the month of Auguft, the day after 
the French fleet had entered the harbour. From the 
fiiuatlon in which the French fleet now lay, he was 
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enabled to keep a coinnmQicaiioa with Genepal Pigot} 
but this was but indifferent con&jation, as the reiult 
was, that under the prefent circttmfliaQce^ the afford-, 
ing him anjr effehtial relief was wholly impracticable^ 
Information of this fort was really worfe than none 
at all) for it was ready to difpirit the men upon land, 
and gave them reafon to conjefture that matters were 
really worfe than they were. It muft be allowed that 
the fvtuation of both our ffeet and army was Hill ex- 
ceedingly critical, and the wifeff officers ainoagff 
them could but proraile little upon the head of any 
, effort that they (honld make on this occaCon. The 
circomffances of both parties were fuddenly altered 
by the change of the wind to the north caff, upon 
the following day, when the French admiral flood otup 
to fea whh his \^ole fleet, thofc in the paffage of 
Naraganfet as well as ihofe in the port. Lord Howe 
very juflly confidercd the weather gage too great an 
advantage to be added to the flipcrior force of the 
enemy, and contended for that objeft with all the 
(kill and judgment worthy of an able and experienced 
fea officer. 1 he French admiral, notwithftanding the 
fuperioritv of his force, was as earneft to preferve 
this advantage, as the Englilh was to gain it. This 
trial of Ikill in fea operations prevented an engage^ 
mentfor all that day ; but the wind on the following 
day continuing adverfe to the defigns of Lord Howe, 
he determined to make the beft of the prefent cir- 
cumrtances, and to engage the enemy ; forming the 
line in fuch a manner as to be joined by three fircr 
fltips, which were under the tow of as many 
frigates. All the preparations for this refo- 
lutc engagement, and the whole defign, were 
fruftrated by a violent ftorm that now arofe. which 
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made the warriors glad to lay afidc the thoughts of a 
battle for the prefcnt, and apply their uiraoft care and 
diligence to preferve thcmfelves and their fhips from 
being fwallowed up in the midft of the tempelluous 
billows. A ftrong gale of wind, which gradually in- 
creafed to a tempefl', and continued for forty-eight 
hours, not only put off the engagement by feparating 
the fleets, for the prefeut, but (battered them in fuch 
a manner, and caufed fo much damage on bothfides, 
as rendered an engagement, for fome time, imprac- 
ticable. Some people of a particular way of thinking, 
were ready to obferve, that the providence which 
raifed this ftorm, was more favourable to our fleet, 
than the merits of the caufe it was engaged in deferr- 
ed, and that Lord Howe, who in his own heart did 
not approve of the war, but was merely influenced 
by a point of honour, ought to have acknowledged 
the hand of providence, and given up the purfuit of a 
caufe which his confciencc difapproved. It is moft 
probable, had an engagement happened, that our 
fleet muff have fuffered a defeat, which would have 
been of direful confequcnce to the army, and alfo to 
the whole nation. The ftorm was one of ihofc acci- 
dents, jhat was violent in the operation, but falutary 
in its effefts, and in all appearance was the iqftrument 
of faring our fleet. 

, Both fleets fuffered greatly in this tempeft j the 
French felt it feverely, having two of their capital 
fltips difmafted, and others much fhattered. We 
are informed, by our accounts of this tempeft, that 
fome untoward fituations, and unufual circumftances 
were produced by this conflift of the elements. That 
the Languedoc of 90 guns, the French admiral’s own 
fliip, had loft her mails, and was met in that condition 
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, by the Renown, Captain Dawfon, on the evening of 
the 13th, who attacked her with fuch fury, as well 
as judgment and advantage, that no doubt could have 
been entertained of the event if the day-light had 
continued : But the darknefs of the night, and irelh- 
nefs of the gale, whofe violence was not yet ceafcd, 
compelled Capt. Dawfon to give over the attack, 
after he had poured fcveral broadfides into her, and 
had, befides other apparent damage, (hot away her 
rudder. He is, however, faid to have laid to, all the 
night, as clofely as poffiblc, with an intention to renew 
the attack in the morning ; but the appearance of 
fix French men of war, by whom he was chaced at 
day-light, and who were fuppofed to be led that way 
by the noife of the firing, put an end to Dawfon's 
hope, and relieved the French admiral from his urgent 
diflrefs. This matter is differently related by fome 
who pretend to know this affair. The Renown was 
fcverely handled by this difmafled French vcffel, and 
received fo much damage from her heavy metal, that 
it was with difficulty fhe made her efcape } and that, 
though (he had continued her operation, it would have 
been doubtful whether fhe might not have been fent 
to the bottom. That the refolution to make her ef- 
cape, proceeded as much from her prefent diflrefs, as 
from the fear of the approaching fhips. She howe- 
ver fortunately got clear, without her prize, and with 
' fome degree of gladncfa that fhe was not made a 
prize herfelf. It is very remarkable that the fame 
good and evil fortune happened to thePreflon, Com- 
modore Hotham, another 50 gun fliip, which fell ia 
with the Tonnant, a French 80 gun fhip, w’hich fhe 
vfrould have taken, provided fortune and power had 
favoured her defign. The French fhip had only her 
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main-maft ftauding, and the Commodore attacked her 
brilkly, with the fame fpirit and effeft with which 
Capt. DaWfon had engaged the Languedoc. But 
the night again came on, and the next 
brought the French fleet to affift the Tonnant, and 
difappoint the Commodore, as had happened to the 
Benown before. That two fuch remarkable cafes 
might happen, fo exaftly like one another, is not im- 
poflible, though the probability thereof is not fovery 
manifeft; and confidering how ready onr EnglHh fea- 
mcD are to magnify their own valour, and diferedit 
that of the French, it affords rather, ground to be- 
lieve that there is fomewhat of hyperbole in the hif- 
tory of this affair. Not only the French, but fome 
of our own men who were concerned in the aftion, 
have faid that It was neither in the power of the Re- 
nown nor the Prefton, to have taken the Ihrps thejr 
were engaged with, and that, after the engage- 
ment, they were glad to get off with the loff 
they themfelves had fuftained. It was certainly brave 
in Captain Dawfon and Commodore Hotham, to give 
fome broadfides to two large fhips in 'diffrefs ; but au 
they themfelves had ffiared of the llorm, and met with 
their own misfortunes, it is not very probable thatt 
they were able to take two fuch great fhips, with -fo 
large a number of men on board, and carrying fuch 
fuperior metal. It was happy that they efcaped, 
after having fliewn their intrepidity for the honour 
of the Britilh flag. ' 

The dories that are told concerning the afts of 
prowefs on tliis occafion, which were introduced by 
means of this tempeft, have much the appearance of 
fome of the epilodes which Homer introduces Concern- 
ing the Trojan war, where fome tnoft defperate en- 
gagements 
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me&u Were fought between particular heroeSr where* 
in both efcaped, after hating done ali that brate men 
eould do« by the favour of fome interpoiition of 
providence^ which foatched the tiftory out of the 
bandi of thofe who were jnft upon the point of con* 
quering. 

Advantages did not wholly attend one fide during 
this tempeft { both ildeB had their turns of profpeA 
of advantage with hmilar difappointments. 'The liis . 
of 50 guns, Capt. Eaynor, was eagerly chaced by a 
French 74 gun fltip, foppofed either to have been the 
Zele or Caefar. The French fhip was much the bet- 
ter failor, and the htuation, with refpe£f to the dorm, 
was the fame* they having both efcaped the effcAs of 
its fury. In this unequal conted* in which the great- 
ed refbiution and (kill is faid to have been difpiayed* 
a clofe and defperate engagement was maintained 
with the greated obdinacy oh both Tides, for an 
hour and a half, and within the didance of pidoi-ihot. 

At the end of that time the Ifis had obtained fo raa- 
nifed a fuperiority in the a&ion, that the French 
(hip was glad to put before the wind, and call in the 
aid of all her fails to efcape from fo determined an 
enemy. The Ifis had differed fo much in her mads ' 
and rigging as to be incapable of attempting a pur* 
fait. The hidory of this af(ion given in our papers, 
has more the appearance of a novel, than of an iro- 
partial account of matters of faft* The dories 
are fo ingenioudy introduced, the valour of par- 
ties difplayed in a certain light, and after each fide 
has affed the part adigned them, either fome fredt 
gale of wind, or fails, are called in to fave the 
one aad dUappoint the other of vifiory. The 
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accounts of this florin, and the leveral incidental en- 
gagements which happened on this occafion, may in. 
fome'diftant period afford a foundation for a tolerable 
epic poem, which may equal, if not exceed, the wars 
- of Troy, and hand down the aichievements of the 
Englifli and the French at RhpdeTfland, to future ge- 
;nerations. • ‘ ' ; • 

V 

Outi hiftorians affirm that it is not eafy to deter- 
mine' w^hetlier to admire more the gallantry exhibited 
: in this Angular aOion,- or* the modefty of the brave 
.commander, ^in his account of it. This was indeed fo 
extreme, that his admiral was obliged in fome degree 
to fupply the defeft, by acquainting the admiralty, 
that the honour of the day was not more owing to 
the refolution of the captain, or the intrepidity of his 
oflreers and crew, than to the profeffional Ikill and 
ability of the former* Without derogating from the 
Iklll or intrepidity of Capt. Raynor, k is plain that 
.there was more of neceflity than choice, in this en- 
gagement with this French fhip ; and that whatever 
advantage he had gained, it did not amount to any 
more than faving his own Ihip, as the French' veffel 
continued to have the ufe of marts and rigging, of 
which the Ifis was deprived. Neither does it appear, 
whether it was the rtorm that feparated them, or that 
it was a matter of choice in the Frenchman to get 
off. ■ ' ' - - 

• There is no manner of doubt but that the Englifh 
fleet behaved well, and the honour and bravery of 
the Briiifli commanders andfailors might have been 
fully reprefented, without warping in fo much of the 
marvellous, as to giye impartial enquirers reafon to 
call in queftion the truth of the hiftpry. There was 
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nothing which happened, but what might have been 
expc£^ed from the abilities of Lord Howe and the 
officers that were under his command ; but thofe cir< 
cumitantial accounts of the battle in the dorm, appear 
rather fomewhat romantic to be admitted into hiliory 
without fome grains of allowance. Our partiality 
for our countrymen ought not to lead us to embellilh’ 
matters fo much, as to exceed thofe rules of proba- 
bility which the nature of things admits of ; for in 
exaggerating too much, particular circumllances, the 
truth of hiftory is liable to be fufpcfted. There are 
fome things that, by great exertions of {kill and in- 
trepcdity, are in the "power of brave men to effeft ; 
and on fome particular occaflons do happen, and can 
be well atteded } but a connected chain of marvellous 
exploits, where dorms and tempeds throw all into 
confufion, has not afufficient degree of probability. 

The lofs of men was confidcrable on both fides, 
though according to our accounts, the French lod a> 
great deal more than we did. Mr Bougainville, the 
famous and philofophical navigator, who was com- 
mander of the {hip that engaged Capt. Raynor, is 
faid to have lod his arm in the a£lion. The lofs in 
the Ifis is faid to have been very triflmg ; but this is 
according to the ordinary reckoning of all exploits in 
this American war. The concealment of our lofs 
has been one of the condant fchemes of the minidry 
to keep up the {pirits of the people, and to hide the 
malignity of their own mifmanagcment from the eye . 
of the public. The young Duke of Ancader is faid 
to have, acquired great honour in this aftion: He 
a£led as a volunteer, and behavpd nobly. Had he 
lived and been employed in the fervicc of his country, 

he 
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be promifed to liave been an ornament to the BritUh 
nation ; but by a premature death, his country was 
deprived of one of iU ornaments, and from whom ihe 
had reafon to exped the moil eflential {ervices. 

The Britifh fquadron fu&red coniiderabiy in the 
Horm, and though, according to the bed accounts, 
it was not fo much damaged as that of the French, 
yet the damages were foconfiderable, as to keep the 
Ihips at Sandy-Hook and New York fome time, to 
repair their lofs, which hindered them from purfaing 
thofe advantages which they are faid to have gained. 
On the 20th of Auguft the French ftect returned to 
Rhode-Ifland, where they anchored without the har- 
bour, and failed from thence to Bodon en the aid,., 
in order to repair their lhattcred Ihips. Lord Howe, 
with great expedition, got his fleet repaired, and 
purfued with great earneflnefs, hoping to overtake 
them before they reached Bodon, but in this he was 
difappointed. Our expefrations at home were great- 
ly raifed by the extravagant accoants which the mi- 
niderial agents bad publiihed concerning the advan- 
tages which Admiral Howe bad gained overD*£daing, 
and we were given to expe£f that not only the whole 
French fleet would be dedroyed, but that Bodon 
would foon be reduced by the Englifh admiral. 

Tidings of this aichievemcnt were for forac time 
expefred, and people were impatient to hear of the 
toal ruin of the French fleet and the recovery of Bof- 
ton ; when, indead of this, they received the news 
of an American army landed on Long-Ifland. Gen. 
Sullivan had landed 00 the nonh end of that ifland, in 
the month of Auguft, with a ddign to co-op>cratc 
with D'Edaing and the French troops which he had 

on 
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00 board hk (hips. On the very day that D^Edaing 
went out of the harbour to meet Lord Howe, Gen. 
Sullivan landed off Howland-Ferry, and had the 
French fleet fucceeded in their enterprize, the ruin 
of our army had been inevitable. The weather was 
extremely bad, and prevented his getting up his (lores 
for fome days, and of courfe retarded the progrefs 
of his army. . On the 17th they however broke 
ground on Honeyman’s hill near the Britifli works, 
and began to conflruff batteries and form lines, of 
approach. This alarmed our forces much, becaufe 
though they did not much dread an attack upon their 
front, they were yet afraid, that, while they were en- 
gaged with Sullivan in front, they (hould be attacked 
in the rear, or in the flanks, by the French land forces, 
which they heard were aboard the fleet* Our troops 
were however as aflive as pofliblei and prepared to 
make the bed: defence they Could. This was a fad 
change of fituation to the Britifh troops, which they 
had now experienced ever fince they left Philadel- 
phia. On other occafious they had been accuftomed 
to attack and purfuc, but now they were obliged to 
ftand upon the defenfivc. It has been obferved that 
General Pigot was under no great apprehenfion from 
the force upon his front ; the general objcfl of ap- 
prehenfion was the concurrent aflault of D’Ellaing 
on the town and works towards the watcr^ but the 
great point of danger was his landing a body of 
troops on the fomhem peninfula, which would have 
laid the garrifon open in the rear, whilft they were 
defpcratcly engaged in the front and flank, in defence 
of their works. 
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Lord Howe’s arrival in this critical inftant, happily 
removed thcfe apprehenfions of danger, in a great 
meafme, and D’Ellaing’s departure to Bofton re- 
moved them entirely. The French admiral did not 
aft wifely in failing out of the harbour to meet Lord 
Kowe. He was fecure in that ftation, againft a much 
fuperior force than what Lord Howe commanded, 
and might have continued in the harbour, in fpite of 
all that the Lngliih admiral could have done. The 
nature of the port, the narrownefs of the paflage 
from the fea, with the means of defence afforded by 
the ifland of Conanicut, which was occupied by him- 
felfand his allies, formed altogether fuch a ftrongfe- 
curity to his fleet, that fcarcely any naval fuperiority 
could have juftified any attempt upon it. He ought 
in the firft place to have fecured his main objeft, 
which was now in his power, before he put to fea, 
to engage or feek for Lord Howe. In this cafe he 
would have fulfilled the defign of his commiflion, and 
given effeftiial aid to his allies, whom he came to af- 
fift. It mufl; have been either vanity or ftupidity that 
governed him on this occafion, for he loft the beft op- 
portunity he poflibly could have wiftied for, to have 
given an effeftual blow to Great Britain. It was 
thought that his vanity was the principal caufe of this 
falfe Ifep which he took. The glory of conquering 
an Englifh admiral of fo great a name, and vanquifh- 
ing a fquaJron of Englifli men of war, was thought 
to be the temptation that fedneed the Count 
D’Elbiing into that error into which he now fell. It 
is exceedingly amazing that vanity fhould have fo far 
bewildered his imagination, as to make himfelf a fool 
to the world, by giving up a certainty in hopes of 

what 


Digitized by Google 



A. D. 1778 THE WAR IN AMERICA. 

what was very uncertain. But it appears ft ill more 
ftrange that he fliould have ncglefted to retrieve his 
error when he had it again in his. power, when he re- 
turned to anchor the lecond time before Rhodc ifland. 
For if he had 'entered the harbour, and co-operated 
with the Americanr, after he came back, in confoira- 
iiy with their earned expeSations, the date of the 
garrifon would have been very perilous, and he would 
have had a fair opportunity of regaining, bv one 
ftroke, the failure of fuccefs in his' grand fchctuc. 
He would diave now had an opportunity, of concilia- 
ting MIC ade£iiions of higinew allies, who were not a 
little djfguded at his former unfucccfsiul proceedings, 
by giving them an idea, which they were not, , very- 
ready to enteptain, of the vigour and efficacy of the 
French councils ‘and arms. It has? been dbferved, 
with a great degree of truth, that his two difmaded 
fliips could not have been repaired, nor the red of 
his fquadron refitted, at Uhode-ldand ; but as they 
might have continued fafe there for any length of 
time, if he had fucceeded in his objeff, this objeffion 
docs not appear to be of fufficient weight for its being 
abandoned. But it is probable that there were other 
reafons for his abandoning that fituation, and theprq- 
je£f which he had fird in view. He probably had 
heard of Admiral Byron’s fquadron being near at 
hand, and was afraid of being blocked up in Rhode- 
Ifland harbour, where he could not repair nor refit 
his fhattered fleet, apd could pot tell by what means 
he might get out of that dation, and his whole fleet 
might have been lod for want of reparation, or fallen 
a prey to the enemy that w^as watching an opportu- 
nity to dedroy it. It is, upon the whole, manifed 
that the Count D’Edaing was not fufficiently qualified 
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for executing that projeft which feems intended^ by 
fending that fleet to America. The whole of bis 
cooduA appears irrational and prepofterous, fraught 
. with folly and inconflflency. Both his co&duff at 
Sandy-Hook, and his going out to fea to meet Lord 
Howe, were a£bons, rather of a man tltat was not en- 
dowed with reafon, than of an admiral entrufted 
with fuch an iroporunt command. He feems to have 
paid no regard to the ncccflity of his new allies, who 
had been feduced through hopes of his alhdance, to 
land their troops on Rhode-lfland, with a d^fign of 
drawing hence the Britilh forcu. The Americans 
complain loudly of his conduft ; both the army on the 
ifland and the northern colonies exclaimed. That they 
bad been led into an expedition of prodigious ex- 
pence, labour, trouble, and danger, under the aflTu- 
ranee of the moll effedHve operations of the French 
fleet; That under this fanftion they had committed 
their lives and liberties on the invafidn of an ifland, 
where, without a naval force and proteftion, they 
were likely to be enclofcd like wild bcafls, in a toil; 
and, Tliat in this fituaticn they were firft defected for 
a vain and fruitlefs purfuit, and then totally abandon- 
cd, at the very time that they had brought the bufi- 
nefs,on their fide, to the point of accomplifliment. 

The colonifts faw plainly through the mifeonduft 
of the French admiral, and judged of it in its true 
light; They perceived his vanity, pride, and want 
ofconduft, and fpokc freely of both, though tlrcy oh-, 
ferved decency in their exprefllons. By this fooiilh 
proceeding the Americans upon the ifland were 
brought into great danger, both by the defitrtion of 
the Ncw-England aud the Conucfticut volunteers, 
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'fome 4 iVifipn -Pf thofc th^it rcmaided Witli hitn.*' It 
is faid that ihofe that. remained. we«c fcaroeJy equal 
•in aumher tb the garrifon of Englifti troops that were 
hpon the iiland* Sulhvad, on this preffing pccafiOD^ . 

* the part of a wife and pmdent commander, and 
extricated himfclf out of this difficidty in a manner 
•that .would have done honour to the gfeateft of ge- 

^ ticrais and his tfoo{« behaved hkc veterans of the 

* -firft rank; ' His management, in the whole, was di- 
. irei^led with the moft confummate wifdom. 

% 

. . General Sullivan having begun to fend off his hea- 
;vy. artillery and baggage on the 26di of Auguft, he 
retreated from his lines on the 19th ; and though he 
♦ was clofely purfued and attacked vigoroudy and rc- 

• peatedly in every quarter where there was an open- 
ing made, yet the Britilh forces could rtjake no im*^ 
preffion upon his troops, To* as. to interrupt their 
march, till they .had reached . the north end of 
the ifland, which they did with very Imie lofs. So 
well had he taken his meafures, and fo jgdicioufly 
had he diofen his pofts, that the iumoft vigour of' tlie 
Britilh troops cOuld not make any impreffioh uporl 
his forces, fo as to gain ^y advantage of any Confe- 
quenec. It was the canfe of no fmall chagrin to the 
Britilh troops that they could not gain any advantage 
over a number of militia, not fuperior to theihfelves 
in any thing except a general, who had planned his 
march in fuch a lilanhcr, that It was impoffible for the 
Britilh troops to attack them with any hope of fuc- 
cefs. When Sullivan reached the north ,end of the 
Ifland, he was, from the nature of the ground, and 
the fituation of his polls, in a Hate of fccurity* He 
had now time to pafs his army over by way of Briftpl 
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and Hoy land Ferries, on the night of the 30th',. to the 
continent without interruption. It wa? a fortunate 
circumftancc for General Sullivan, that he was gone 
from the ifland at the time when General Clinton ar- . 
rived, which was foon after he had reached the con- ‘ 
tinent; for the united force of Clinton and PigO't. 
would have been much more than a match for,^’lillt- 
van’s troops. Time and experience produces llfaiige 
effefts, and removes differences that fome people- ac- 
count impoffible. The Americans, who had, hi. the. 
-beginning of the war, been the'fport ofGrcat Bfiwin'j 
%nd the objeft of the ridicule of hcr-o$cers aqd jfbi-'’ 
diers, were now become the mod refpeftable anta- 
gonifts, and in foijft inftances,’ fuperjor to her beft 
troops. . ■ , ■ . 

• ’ Lord H^we, after having refitted his fieet with all 
the expedition he could, failed for the Bay of Bofton 
on the fkine- day ih&t General Sallivan abandoned 
Rhodcrlflawd, bnt. upon- his arrival found, tp his 
great"moftification,thbD’Eftaihg had got there bc-- 

■ fore him. His- vexation was increafed, when he 
. found- by a dole infpeftion,' that he was elfeftually 
•covered in,Nantafket Road, by the batteries ere£fed, 
and the means of defence taken by the Americans 
and the French on the adjacent points and iflands, 
that ah attack upon him was utterly jmpraflicable, 
'.vfrith any pfofpefl of fuccefs or advantage. It was 
expefted at home, from the miniftefial accounts that 
were publiflied, that both Bofton and the French 
■fleet would foon fall into the hands of onr navy, as 
’ the French were faidtobe in want of all things ne- 
ceffary, and Bofton was in a very wretched ficuation, 
in want of ueceffary provilioa, and in no ftate of de- 
. - fence. 
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* _ fence. To enforce thefe fuggcfUons, it was report- 
ed that an irreconcileable variance had arifen between 
,the French troops and Tailors, and the townfmen, . on 

* acconnt of the former faying mafs, and performing 
^ i otherTervices of the Church of Uome,.inthc city of 

Bpfton That' the colonifts had refufed to fupply 
' ‘ D'E|laing’s fleet with neceflary provifton ; and that 
. aj[l/tbrags tended* to 'an open rupture. between the 
. • '■;)c6lonifls>and'tbe Frenc.h. The aflurance and pUu- 
.jGbility wifh'.which thefe reports were publilhed, 
r " y- 'inade tljena gain credit for a tim'e, among ^ofe who 
:■ ' <Kd not enter deeply into an enquiry concerning the^r- 
i , authenticity; j but ii a Ihort time they were found to 
■; be mere, contrivances of, court, paragraph writers, 

■ V intended to. keep- up the fpirits of the people, ai home, • 
and to prevent ’the flocks from falling^ below the 
ftandard of national credit, \ 

When the hopes ‘of the-nation fubfid^, with re-, 
g^fd to the .fuccefs of.our.'fleets in America, for no 
account was as yct.received concerning Admii:al By- • 
' ron, the merchants concerned in the 'Vi^efl India 
trade began to be greatly alarmed for the fare of the 
iflands, in which the greatefl part of their fortunes 
was contained. They waited in a body," uppn Lord' 
Sandwich, and Lord George Germain^' acquainting • 
them. That fince the laflremonflrance relative to the 

• prote«flion of their properties in the Lefeward iflands, 

. they had been rouzed to a more immediate fenfe of 

their danger, by the capture of Pominica ; a capture, 
the fuddennefj of which, and the eafy manner in 
which it was effefted, - that could but give them the 
ftrongefl fears about many more of the iflands, where 
fliey had a property (iuclyding Jamaica) of no lefs 
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tbaii fifty ttiilHofis of money: They therefore prayed 
thetr lordfliips, particolarly the Firft Lord of the Ad- 
itiiraTty, that they would take fuch meafures a» to, 
thcmfclves feettied moll fittfng, for the further fecu- 
rity atnd pfOteftton of (bofe ifiands. They received • 
for anfwcr from Lord Sandwich, “ That the Board 
of adinirahy, no doubt, had the general protefiion of 
commerce at heart, but that the Connt D’£ftaing's ^ 
fleet had fo much diferranged aH the pnrpofes of that ‘ ' • 
board, that a home defence was to be the firft ob- ^ 
jefb.” Upon this they afked his lordihip whether he .■ • 

had any pofitive information, that the Count D’Eftaing 
had gone-agaiii to the Weft Indies, 'l o Which he 
anfwered, he’did riot at prefent pofitively know, but 
that if* he bad. Admiral Byron had orders to purlue ' 
him whereycr he Went, and he hoped would be foon 
able to give a good acconnt of him. The fame Body 
renewed their application three days after, for the > 
proteftion of their property, with greater earneflncft, 
on account of fome frefli advices tliey had received, 
but received the fame anfwer. They then called upon 
his lordfbip to take notice that they had difeharged 
the duty they owed to themfelves and the public, and 
retired. Some time the year before the Firft Lord 
of the admiralty had publicly declared, that he had a 
fleet ready, fufficient to combat the whole force of 
the Houfe of Bourbon, but now he fufficieiitly hinted 
that there was necelfity of home defence, and that he 
was not able to keep the French from our own coafts. 
Though money had been granted for building and 
manning a fleet according to the defire of the miiii- 
ftry, yet now we were become the fport of the 
Houfe of Bourbon, and forced to defend onr own , 
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coafts againft a French invafion. This made the Firft 
' Lord of the Admiralty appear exceedingly mean in 
the eyes of the public, and made Britain look little 
in the vie'w of all the powers of Europe ; — which in 
the lafl reign, under the influence of a minifter of true 
capacity, had made France and Spain yield in all 
quarters of th.e world, and all the nations of Europe 
pay her proper refpe^f. Meannefs and treachery to 
the public, had marked every footftep of the prefent 
miaiftty, and fallhood and folly had difgraced their 
couofels ever fince they came into office. 

It was not for want of information that the admi-. 
rally fuffered the French fleet-to get the ftart of them 
in going to America; for upon the mh of April 
they were informed that D’Edaing was to fail* from 
Toulon between the 12th and 15th of that month, 
with ten (hips of the line and five frigates ; but it was 
kiid the deftination of that fleet was nor known. 
ITpon the 13th of April the Admiralty ajfo received 
advice, that D’Eftaing had arrived at Toulon the 
27th of March with unlimited powers, and had added 
two fillips to his fquadron ; and on the 2 id of April, 
they were informed that after the arrival of D’Ef- 
taing at Toulon, the work was doubled to compleat 
tliat armament. A lift of his whole fleet, with the 
number of guns and the names of the commanders, 
was received on the 27th of April, with an account 
'of his intention of failing the next morning, and on 
the fame day advice was received by exprels, of 
Count D’Eftaing’s fquadron having fet fail the 13th, 
at four in the afternoon, with a fair wind. Yet not- 
withftanding this information, the French fleet was 
fuffered to pafs the Straits without oppofitiou, and 

was 


Digitized by Google 



582 


-HISTORY OP 


A- D. i;>g. 


was in the American feas before our fleet was ready 
to fail. This negligence or incapacity of the Tirlt 
Lord of the Admiralty, was much blamed by the 
nation, and even by fome of the beft friends of the 
ininillry, who were now afliamed of his condu£f, be- 
caufe he had boafted fo much and done nothing. 

The alarm which D’Eftaing’s fleet created among 
the traders to the Weft Indies, produced a petition 
, TO the king, from the planters and merchants, trading 
to thofe parts, wherein they reprefent, “ That, on 
the commencement of the unhappy divifions betwe^ 
this kingdom and the colonies in North America, 
being imprefied with a proper fenfe of duty to bis 
Majefty, and of the circumftances of their fituation, 
they reprefented to his minifters their apprehenftons 
,of the dangers and diftrefles to which the Sugar 
Iflands were neceflarily expofed : That the fatal con- 
fcqucnces thus apprehended, had in a great ipeafure 
been unhappily experienced, during the laft three 
years, by a general fcarcity of provifions in ail the 
iflands, (in fome of them nearly approaching to a fa- 
mine) and by want of almoft every article, eflcniial to. 
the culture of their plantations j fo that their eftates 
and property had been confiderably impaired in value, 
and continued expofed to future diminution j whilft 
their effefts were captured on the high feas, to a 
very great amount : That although they had early 
and anxioufly reprefented to his majefty’s minifters, 
the neceflity of an adequate proteftion for the iflands, 

* they had now to lament, from the lofs of Dominica, 
and the imminent danger of other iflands, that the 
frequent applications which they had made for pro- 
teffion, had not had the defired elTefl : That they 
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were now iti the mc5ft aii\ious (late of fufpenee, from 
the delay of the fuccours. from New York to the 
Leeward illands, which had been fo uiifeafonably 
ailbrded, as to leave all thole illands expofed to the 
further hoftile attempts of the enemy. And though 
the affurances of proteftion given to them by his ma- 
jefty*s minillers, had tended to remove their immedi*^ 
ate apprehenfions, yet they appeared too general and 
precarious to quiet their minds, as to the fafety of the 
Leeward Iflands ; whilfl: the important ifland of Ja-* 
maica had been left alraoft to its own eflbrts ; which^ 
from the comparatively fmall number of white Inha- 
bitants, were become peculiarly fevere, and, joined 
to the fufpenfion of culture neccffarily confequent on 
military duty< mud in time prove ruinous ; a naval 
force being the principal fecuriry of the iflands in 
general. Labotiring under the weight of thefe ca- 
lamities, they faid they could not avoid further humbly 
exprelTing to his majefly, their melancholy apprehcii* 
fions, left the defolaring fyftcm, which appeared to 
them to have been lately denounced by his majefty^s 
commilGoners in North America, might be produc- 
tive of confequences, to them, at prefenr, not fully 
forefeen, nor fufficiently forefeenby his majefty’s fer- • 
rants. What m'oftly aiarmed the merchants, whofe 
property was chiefly in thofe iflands, was, that the 
Trench and Americans fhould pra6ticc, according to 
the fyftem publicly avowed by the commiffioners, and 
lay wafte and deflroy all the iflands as far as they 
could. The merchants were not fingiilar in their ap- 
prehenfions on this head ; for thirty-one lords in par- 
liament expreffed the fame fears and apprchenfions, 
in their diflfent from a vote of the higher houfe, I 'De- 
cember 
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cember 7, tins year, upon an addrefs to his raajefty, 
to cxprefs the difpleafure of that houfe, agaioll: the 
tnanifeflo oi the commiffioners, concerning the cruel 
meafurcs that were threatened in that manifefto. 
When the queftion was put upon the motion, it was, 
by a great majority, rejected, and the following rea- 
fons of diffent from the votCj were given by 31 
lords, which fliew their minds on the fubeft. 

1. Becaufc the public law of nations, in affirmance 
of the diftates of nature and the precepts of revealed 
religion, forbids us to rcfort to the extremes of war 
upon our own opinion of their experience, or in any 
cafe to carry on war for the purpofc of defolation. 
We know that the rights of war are odious, and, in- 
ftead of being extended updn loofe conftruftions and 
fpecuiatiorls of danger, ought to be bound up and 
limited by all the reflraints of the raofl rigorous coii- 
liruffion. We are fliocked to fee the lirft law jof na- 
ture, felf-prefervation, perverted and abufed into a 
principle dedruflive of all other laws j and a rule laid 
down, by which our own fafety is rendered incompa» 
tible with the profperity of mankind. Tliofe objefts 
of war, which cannot be compaiTed by fair and ho- 
nourable hodility, ought not to be compaiTed at all. 
An end that has no means, but fuch as are unlaw- 
ful, is an unlawful end. The Manifefto exprefsiy 
founds the change it aiinohnces, from a qualified and 
mitigated war 10 a war of extremity and defolation, 
on the certainty that the provinces mud be indepen- 
dent, and mud become an acceltionto the drength of 
an enemy. In the midd of the calamities, by which 
onr lofs of empire has been preceded and accompa- 
nied; in the midd of our apprehenfiovjs for the far- 
ther calamities which impend over us, it is a matter 
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of frefli grief and accumulated fliame, to fee, from a 
commiiTion under the great feal of this kingdom, a 
declaration for dcfolating a vaft continent, folely bc- 
caufe we had not the rcafon to retain, or the power 
to fubdue it. > 

II. Becaufe the avowal of a deliberate piirpofe of 
violating the law of nations mull give an alarm to 
every Hate in Europe; all commonwealths have a 
concern in the law, and are its natural avengers. At 
this time, furrounded by enemies and deftitute of 
all allies, it is not necelTary to (harpen and embitter 
the hoflility of declared foes, or to provoke to enmi- 
mity neutral Hates. We truH, that by the natural 
Hrength of this kingdom we are fecured ; from a fo- 
reign conqueH, but no nation is fecured from the in- 
vafion and incurfions of enemies. And it Teems to 
us the height of phrenfy, as well as wickednefs to 
expofe this country to cruel depredations, and other 
outrages too fliocking to mention (but which are all 
contained in the idea of the extremes of war and de- 
folation) by eHablifhing a falfe, fliameful, and per- 
nicious maxim, that, where we have no intereH to 
preferve, we are called upon by neceffiiy to deflroy. 
This kingdom has long enjoyed a profound internal 
peace, and has Hourilhed above all others in its arts 
and enjoyments in that happy Hate. It has been the 
admiration of the world for its cultivation and its 
plenty for the comforts of the poor, the fplendor of 
the rich, and the content and profpepity of all. This 
fituation of fafety may be attributed to the greatnefs 
of our power. It is more becoming, and more 
true, that we ought to attribute that fafety, and the 
power which procured it, to the antientjuHice, honour, 
humanity, and geuerofity of the kingdom, which 
' S f i brought 
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brought down the bleffing of providence on z people 
who made their profperity a benefit to the world, 
and interefted all nations in rheir fortune, whofe ex- 
ample of mildnefs and benignity at once humanized 
others, and rendered itfelf inviolable. In departing 
frorntliofe folid principles, and vainly trufling to the 
fragility of human force, and to the efficacy of arms, 
rendered impotent by their perverfion, we hy down 
principles, and furnifli examples of the mod atrocious 
barbarity. We are to dread that all our power, 
peace, and opulence, fliould vanifhlike a dream, and 
that the cruelties which we think fafe to exercife, 
becaufc their immediate obje«d is remote, may be 
brought to the coafts, perhaps to the bofom, of this 
kingdom. 

III. Becaufe, if the explanation, given in debate, 
be expreffive of the true fenfe of the article in the 
manifefto, fuch explanation ought to be made, and 
by as high authority as that under which the excep- 
tionable article was originally publiflied. The natu- 
* ral and obvious fenfe vindicates, that the extremes of 
war had hitherto been checked : That his majefty’s 
generals had hitherto forborne (upon principles of 
benignity and policy) to defolate the country; but 
that the whole nature and future conduft of the war 
muft be changed, in order to render the American 
accefficn of as little avail, to France, as poffible. This, 
in our apprehenfions, conveys a menace of carrying 
the war to extremes, and to defolate, or it means 
nothing. And, as fome fpeeches in the Houfe (how- 
ever palliated), and as fome a£ls of fingular cruelty, * 
and perfedly conformable to the apparent ideas in 
the manifefto, have lately been exercifed, it becomes 
the more nscelTary, for the honour and fafety of this 
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nation, that this explanation Ihould be made. As ic 
is refufcd^ We have only to clear ourfclves to our con- 
fcienccs, to our country, to our neighbours, and to 
every individual who may fuffer in confequence of this 
atrocious menace, of all part in the guilt, or in the 
evils that may become its punilhment. And we chufe 
to draw ourfelves oOt, and to diftinguilh ourfclves to 
poftcrity, as not being the firft to renew, to approve, 
or to tolerate the return of that ferocity and barbarifm 
in w'ar, which a beneficent religion, enlightened 
manners, and true military honour, had for a long 
time banilhed from the Chriflian world. 

Araidft all the horrors of war, and the expeflations 
of battles, our bfficers and army, on occafions, re- 
laxed into the moft childilh and trifling diverfions. 
When Sir William Howe was about to come away to 
England, and leave the army, out of refpeft to him, 
the following mifcellaneous entertainment was exhi- 
bited, which I fhall give in the words of a letter from 
an officer to his correfpondent in London. 

“ For the firft time in my life I write to you with 
unwillingncfs. The fhip that carries Sir William 
Howe will convey this letter to you ; and not even 
the plcafure of convcrfing with my friend, can fecure 
me from the general dejefrion I fee around me, or re- 
move the fliare I muft take in the univcrfal regret and 
difappointmcnt which his approaching departure hath 
fpread throughout the whole army. We fee him 
taken from us at a time when we moft ftand in need 
of fo (kilful and popular a commander. When the 
experience of three years, and the knowledge he 
hath acquired of the country and people, have added 
to the confidence we always placed in his conduft and 

abilitie' 
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abfiitles. ’ Y ou know lie was ever a favourite with the 
military ; but the affection and attachment all ranks 
of officers in his army bear him, can only be known 
by thofe who have at this time feen them in their ef- 
fe£ls. I do not believe there is upon record an in- 
ftance ot a commander in chief having fo univerfally 
endeared himfell to thofe under his command ; or of 
one who received fuch fignal and flattering proofs of 
their love. That our fentiments might be the more 
univerfally and unequivocally known, it was refolved ' 
amongft us^ that we fliould give him a fplendid an 
entertainment as the fliortnefs of the lime, and our 
prefent fituation, would allow us. For the expences 
-the whole army would have contributed 5 but it was 
requifite to draw the line fomewhere, and twenty-four 
field officers joined in a fubfeription adequate to the 
plan they meant to adopt; I know your curioCty 
will be laifed on this occafion 5 I (hall therefore give 
you as particular an account of our mifehianza as I 
have been able to collecl. From the name you will 
perceive that it was made up of a variety of enter- 
tainments. Four of the gentlemen fubferibers were 
appointed managers. Sir John Wrottefly, Col. O* 
Tiara, Major Gardiner, and Montrefor, the chief 
engineer. On the tickets of adiniffioHj which they 
gave out for Monday the i8th, was engraved, in a 
lliield, a view of the fca, with the fetting fuDj and on 
the wreath, the words Luceo difudens^au6lo fplendore 
refurgam. At the top was the general’s crefl, with 
Dive vale: All round the fliield ran a vignette, and 

various military trophies filled up the ground. A 
grand regatta began the entertainment. It confifted 
of three divi.Gons. In the firfl was the Ferret galley, 

having 
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having on board fevcral general ofiicers, and a num- 
ber of ladies. In the centre was the HulTar galley, 
With Sir William and Lord Howe, Sir Henry Clinton, 
the officers of their fuite, and fome ladies. The 
Cornwallis galley brought up the rear, having on 
board General Knyphaufen and his fuitej three Bri- 
tifli generals, and a party of ladies^ On each quar- 
ter of thefe gallies, and forming their divifion, were, 
five fiat boats, lined with green cloth^ and filled 
with ladies and gentlemen. In front of the whole 
were three fiat boats, with a band of mufic in each \ 
fix barges rowed about each fiank, to keep oiF the 
fwarm of boats that covered the river from fide to 
fide. The gallies were drefled out in a variety of 
colours and fireamers, and in each flat boat was dif- 
played the flag of its own divifion. In the ftream 
oppofitc the centre of the city, the Fanny armed 
Ihip, magnificently decorated, was placed at anchor, 
and at fome diltance a-head lay his Majefty’s fliip the 
Roebuck, with the admiral’s flag hoilted at the 
fore-top-maft head* The tranfport Ihips, extending 
in a line the whole length of the town, appeared with 
colours flying, and crowded with fpeftators, as were 
alfo the openings of the feveral wharfs on Ihore, ex* 
hibitiug a moll pi^lurefque enlivening feeue. The 
rendezvous was at Knight’s Wharf, at the north 
end of the city. By half after four the whole com- 
pany were embarked. And the fignal being made 
by Vigilant’s manning fliip, the three divifions rowed 
flowly down, preferving their proper intervals, and 
keeping time to the mufic that led the fleet. Arrived 
between the Fanny and the Market-Wharf, a fignal 
was made for one of the boats a-hcad, and the whole 

lay 
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lay upon their oars* while the mafic played, God fave 
the Kingi and three cheers given from the veflcls 
were returned from the multitude onfiiore. By this 
time the flood tide became too rapid for the gallies 
to advance j they were therefore quitted, and the 
company difpofed of the different barges^ 

This alteration broke in upon the order of the 
proceffion, but was neceflary to give fufficient time 
for dirplayiog the entertainment that was prepared 
on (hore. > 

The landing-place Was at the old fort* a little W 
the fouthward of the town, fronting the building pre- 
pared for the reception of the company, about four 
hundred yards from the water, by a gentle afeent* 
As foon as the general’s barge was feen to pufh for 
the fhore, a falute of 1 7 guns Was fired from the 
Roebuck, and, after fome interval, by the fame 
number from the Vigilant* The company, as they 
difembarked, arranged themfelves into a line of pro- 
ceffion, and advanced through an avenue formed by 
two files of grenadiers, and a line of light horfe, 
fupporring each file. 

This avenue led to a fquare lawn of 15O yards on 
each fide, lined with troops, and properly prepared 
for the exhibition of a tilt and tournament, according 
to the cuftoms and ordinances of antient chivalry. 
We proceeded through the centre of the fquare. 
The mufic, confiding of all the bands of the army, 
moved in the front. The managers, with favours of 
blue and white ribbands in their bread, followed 
next in order. The general, admiral, and red of 
the company I'uccceded promifeuoufly. In the front 
appeared the building, bounding the view through a 

vida 
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vifta, formed by two triumphal arches, erefted at 
proper intervals, in a line with the landing-place. 
Two pavilions, with raws of bonchel, rifiqg one 
above the other, and ferving as the advanced wings 
of the triumphal arch, received the ladies while 
the gentlemen ranged themfelves in convenient order 
on each fide. On the front feat of each pavilion 
were placed feven of the principal young ladies of 
the country, dreffed in Turkifh habits, and wearing 
in their turbans, the favours with wliich they meant 
to reward the fcveral hnights who were to contend in 
their honour. 

Thefe arrangements were fcarcc made, when the 
found of trumpets were heard at a diflance ; and a 
band of knights drefied in antient habits of white and 
redfilk, and mounted on grey liorles, richly capari- 
foned in trappings of the fame colours, entered the 
lift, attended by their efquires on foot, in fuitable 
apparel, in the following order: Four trumpeters, 
properly habited, their trumpets decorated with pen- 
dant fmall banners ; — a herald in his robes of cerc- 
;nony ; on his tunic was the device of his band, two 
roles intertwined with the motto, TVe droop when fe- 
paraied. Lord Cathcart, fuperbly mounted on a 
managed horfe, appeared as chief of thefe knights ; 
two young black flaves, with falhes and drawers of 
blue and white filk, wearing large filver clafps round 
their necks and arms, their breads and Ihoulders bare, 
held his ftirrups. On his right hand walked Capr. 
Hazard, and on his left Capt. Brownlow, his two 
efquires, one bearing the lance the other the (liieid. 
His device was Cupid riding on a Lion, the motto, 
Surmounted hv Love. His lordfliip appeared in honour 
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of Mifs Auchmoty. Then came in order the knights 
of his band, each attended by his efquire, having 
his lance and (hield. Firfl: knight, the Hon. Capt. 
Cathcart, in honour of Mifs Ann White, efquire, 
Capt. Peters, the device, a heart and fword, the 
motto, Love and Honour. The fecond knight. Lieu- 
tenant Bygrovc, in honour of Mifs Craig, bis efquire 
Lieutenant Nichols, the device, Cupid tracing a 
circle, the motto. Without End. The third knight, 
Capt Andre, in honour of Mifs M‘Chew, his efquire 
Lieutenant Andre, the device, two game cocks 
fighting, the motto, Ho Rival. The fourth knight, 
Capt. Horneck, in honour of Mifs N. Redman, the 
efquire Lieutenant Talbot, the device, a burning 
heart, and the motto Abfence cannot extinguijb. The 
fifth knight, Capt. Matthews, in honour of Mifs 
Bond, efquire. Lieutenant Hamilton, device, a wing- 
ed heart, the motto. Each Fair by Furn. The fixth 
.knight , Lieutenant Sloper, in honour of Mifs Shtpen, 
efquire,Licutenant Brown, device, a heart and fword, 
motto, Honour and the Fair. 

After they had made the circuit of the fquare and 
faluted the ladies, as they paffed the pavilions, th^y 
ranged themfelves in a line, each that in which were 
the ladies of their device ; and the herald (Mr Beau- 
mont) advancing into the centre of the fquare, after 
a flourifh of trumpets, proclaimed the following 
challenge: The knights of the blended rofe, byn\e, 
their herald, proclaim and alfert, that the ladies of 
the blended rofe, excel in wit, beauty, and every 
accomplifliment, thofe of the whole world ; and 
fhouldany knight or knights, be fo hardy as to dif- 
put? or deny it, they are ready to enter the lifts 

with 
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aid RiAiatajn th<;ir afiprdoQciy byd^ds of 
.RrqiB, a^^f;ordin^ to tb? iR'arB Q^aaticot phiyalry, 

|tbc <JMrd i^potiiion- of :the ?hallcpgc, tjic found of 
tfaa (ronfipctB was heard from the oppo£te fid^ of the 
f^oarp; apd aQofher berpld with four troapeterBy 
■drej&din black aod orange, giUlopped into i;he.U(ls. 

• Ifle was met by the herald of the blended rpfe, and 
sdter a lh<»rt parley, they both advanced in front pf 
.the pavilions, when the blapk herald (Lientenant 
.hipre) ordered his trumpets to fpund, and then pro* 
claimed defiance to the challenge in the following 
wordy : 

The knights pf the bpitiing mountains prefent 
themfelvcs here, not to conteft by ,words, but to 
difapprove by deeds, the vain*gIorious aflertions of 
the knights the blended rofe, and enter thefe lifts 
to maintain, that the ladies of the burning mountains 
are not excelled in beauty, virine, or accomplifti- 
ments, by any of the univcrfe. He then returned 
to the part of the barrier chrough which he had en- 
tered ; aod Ihorily after, the black knights, attend- 
.ed by their eft)uire$, rode into the lifts in the fol- 
Jowing order : Four trumpeters preceding the he- 
rald, on whofe tunic was reprefented, a mountain 
•fending forth flames, with this motto, / bum for ever. 
Captain ^be guards, as chief, drefted in a 

magnificent fuk pf black filk and orange, and mounted 
<10 a black managed borfe with trappings of the fame 
.colour with his own drefs, appeared in honour of 
Mifs Franks, He was attended in the fame manner 
as Lord Cathcart. Captain Scot bore bis lance, and. 
Lieutenant Littleton his Ihicld. The device, a heart 
.with a wreath of flowers, and the motto Love and 
- ■> T 1 1 Glory, 
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Glory. Six other knights, with efquires, devices^ 
and mottos, fuitable to the occafion, at lafl adraa^ 
ced, and after they had rode round the lifts and 
made their obeifance to the ladies, drew up fronting 
the black knights, and the chief of thefe having 
thrown down his gauntlet, the chief of the black 
knights dire£fed his efquire to take it up. The 
knights then received their lances from their efquires, 
•fixed their fliields on their left arms, and making a 
general falute to each other, by a very graceful move- 
ment of their lances, turned round to take their ca- 
reer, and encountering in full gallop, Ihivered their 
fpears. In the fccond and third encounters they 
difcharged their piftols. In the fourth they fought 
with their fwords. At length the two chiefs fpurring 
into the centre, engaged furioufly in fingle combat, 
• tilithc marftial of the field. Major Groyne, rufhed in 
between the chiefs, and declared that the fair damfcls 
of the blended rofe and the burning mountain, were 
perfe£ily fatisfied with the proofs of love, and the 
fignal feats of valour given by their refpeftive knights ; 
and commanded them, as they prized the future fa- 
vour of their miftreffes, that they would inftantly de- 
fift from further combat. Obedience being paid, by 
the chiefs, to this order, they joined their refpeftive 
bands. The white knights and theii«attendants filed 
off to the left, the black knights to the right, and, 
after paffing each other at the lower fide of the 
quadrangle, moved up alternately till they approach- 
ed the pavilions of the ladies, when they gave a ge- 
neral falute. / 

A paffage being opened between the two pavilions, 
the knights preceded by the efquires, and the band 
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of malic, rode through the iirli triumphal arch, and 
arranged themfelves on the right and left. The arch ' 
in honour of Lord Howe, prefentcd two fronts in 
the Tufcan order, the pediment was adorned with 
various naval trophies, and at the top was the figure 
of Neptune, with a trident in his right hand. In a 
neck on each Tide ftood a failor with a drawn cutlafs. 
Three plumes of feathers were placed on the fummit 
of each wing, and in the entablature was this inferip,- 
tion, Laus Hit debitur et alme gratia majqr. The in- 
terval between the two arches was an avenue 300 
feet long and 34 broad ; it was lined on each fide by 
a file of troops, and the colours of all the army plant- 
ed at proper difiances, had a beautiful efieft in di- 
vcrlifying the feene. Between thefe colours the 
knights and efquires took their fiations. The bands 
continued to play feveral pieces of mufic. The com- 
pany moved forward in proceflion with the ladies in 
the Turkifli habits in front; as thefe paffed they 
were faluted by their knights, who then difmounted 
and joined them, and in this order we were all con- 
dufted into a garden that fronted the houfe, through 
the fecond triumphal arch dedicated to the general. 
This arch was alfo built in the Tufcan order. Oor 
the interior part of the pediment was planted a plume 
of feathers and various military trophies. At the 
top flood the figure of Fame, and in the entablature 
this device, 7 bone quo virtm tua te vocet pede fau/lc. 
On the right hand pillar was placed a bomb ihell, and 
pn the left a flaming heart. The front next the 
houfe was adorned with preparations for the fire- 
work. From the garden w.e afeended a flight of 
fieps, covered with carpets, wlychledincoafpacious 
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hall ; the pannels painted in imitatbh of Siehna 
blc, encloling fcftoons of White mafble t The fnrbafe 
and all below was black. In this hall and in the ad- 
joining apa^tnlents, were prepafed, tea, lemonade* 
and other cooling liquors, to which the company 
fcated thcmfelves } during which time the knights 
came in, and on the knee received thdr favburs from 
their rcfpcftive ladies. One of thefe rooms Was af- 
terwards appropriated for the ufe of the Pharoah 
table ; as you entered it you faw, on a patincl over 
the chimney, a cornu-copta cxuberently filled with 
flowers of the richeft colours ; over the door as you 
went out, another prcfcnted itfelf, Ihrunk, reverfed, 
and emptied. 

From thefe apartments we were conduced up to a 
ball-room, decorated in a light elegant ftile of paint- 
ing. The ground was a pale blue, pannelled with a 
final! gold head, and the interior filled with dropping 
fefloons offlowers in their natural colours.' Below 
the furbafe the ground was of rofe pink, with dra- 
pery feftooncd in blue. Thefe decorations Were 
heightened by eighty-five mirrors, decked with rofe- 
pink filk ribbands, and artificial flowers ; and in the 
intermediate fpaccs were 34 branches with waxHghts, 
ornamented in a fimilar manner. On the fame floor 
were four drawing-rooms, with fide-boards of re- 
frefhments, decorated and lighted in the fame flile 
and taftc as the ball-room. The ball was opened 
with the knights and their ladies ; and the dances 
continued till ten o’clock, when the window's were 
thrown open, and a magnificent bouquet of rockets 
began the fire works. Thefe wereplapncd by Capt. 
Mount Trefor, the chief engineer, and cohfifted of 
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twenty different exhibinons difplayed under his di* 
rcAion^ With thehappieft fuccefs, and in the higheft 
flile of beauty. Toward* the couclufion the interior 
part of the triumphal arch was illuminated amidfl an 
uninterrupted flight of rockets and burfling of ba-' 
loons. The military trophies on each fide affumed 
a variety of tranfparefit colours. The fhcll and the 
flaming heart on the wings, fent fonh Cbineie foun- 
tains fucceeded by flre-pots. Fame appeared on the 
top fpangled with flars, and from her trumpet blow- 
ing the following Ac,y\cttTes Lauriers, font immortels ; 
a Tauter of rockets, burfling from the pediment, the 
feu d* artifice,. At twelve fupper was announced, 
and large folding doors, hitherto artfully concealed, 
being fuddenly thrown open, difco.vercd a magnifi- 
cent faloon of 2 to feet by 40, and 22 feet in height, 
with three alcoves on each fide, which ferred for fide- 
boards. The ceiling was the fegment of a circle, 
and the Tides were painted a light flraw colour, with 
vine leaves and fefloon flowers, Tome in a bright and 
fomc in a darkifh green. Fifty-fix large picr glafles, 
ornamented with green filk, artificial flowers, andi 
ribbands, and a hundred branches wi^h three lights 
in each, trimmed in the fame mauner as the mirrors ; 
eighteen luflres, each with twenty-four lights, fuf- 
pended from the ceiling, and ornamented as the 
branches ; 300 wax tapers difpoied along the fupper 
tables; 430 covers, 1,200 difhes ; 24 black flaves, 
in oriental drelTes, with filver collars and bracelets, 
ranged in two lines, and bending to the ground as the 
general and admiral approached the faloon ; alt 
thefe forming together the mod brilliant affemblago 
of gay objects, and. appearing at once as we entered 

by 
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by an eafy dcfcent, exhibited a coup d* eeil, beyond 
defcription magnificent. Towards the end of fupper 

the herald of the blended rofe, in his habit of cere- 
mony, attended by his trumpets, entered the faloon, 
and proclaimed the king’s health, the queen and 
royal family, the array and navy with their refpeftive 
commanders, the knights and their ladies, and the 
ladies in general ; each of thefe toads was followed 
by a flourilh of mufic. After fupper we returned 
to the ball-room, and continued to dance till four 
o’clock. 

Such is the defcription, though a very faint one, 
of the mod fplendid entertainment, I believe, ever 
given by an army to their general ; but what mud be 
mod grateful to Sir William Howe, is the fpirit and 
motives from whence it was given. He goes from 
this place to-morrow ; but as I underdand he means 
to day a day or two, with his brother, on board the 
the Eagle at Billingfport, I (hall not feal this letter 
till I fee him depart from Philadelphia. 

I am jud returned, Sunday the 24th, from conduft'^ 
ing our beloved general to the water fide, and have 
feen him receive a more flattering teflimony of the 
love and attachment of the army, than all the pompi 
and fplendor of the mifehianza could convey to him, 
I have feen the mod gallant of of our officers, whom, 
I lead fufpefted of giving fuch indances of their af- 
feflion, Ihed rears while they bid him farewell. The 
gallant and affeflionate general of the Heffians, 
Kuyphaufen, was fo moved that he could not finidt 
a compliment he began to pay him, in his own name 
and that of his officers who attended him. Sir Henry 
Clinton attended him to the tyharf, where Lord^ 

Howe 
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Howe TCClciTed him into his barge, and they ate 
both gone down to Billingfport. On itiy return I faw 
toothing but dejefted countenances.” 

This new exhibition of chivalry, which appears tto 
have been founded upon the plan of the renowned 
Knight ot La Mancha, can fcarcely be confidered as 
worthy either of the expence that was bellowed upon 
it, or of the charafters of the Britifli officcts who 
devifed it and put it in execution. The whole <51 
this Unfortunate and baneful war, has. Cnee the be- 
ginning of it, through all its llages, been a very ftrange 
ItoifChianza ; a mifcellany of expence, injudice, and 
difappointnletlt. Don Quixote, and his renowned 
efquirc, in all their adventures, fcarcely ever en- 
gaged in one more abfutd and ridiculoUSj than the 
American war ; and in fome future period, the inha- 
bitants of the world will be ready to conclude that 
the ftory concerning this war has been founded upon 
thefe principles of knight errantry, which naturally 
lead men to very ftrange and wonderful adventures. 

In the midft of fo dangerous and unfortoinate a war, 
it might have been expeded the Britifti ofRcers 
would have been otherwife employed than in expend- 
ing their money in empty ftiews and regattas, or in * 
dafiling with the ladies of the mined colonies. What- 
ever regard might be cxprelTed in this pompous Jhctu 
to Sir William Howe, yet it mull be accounted a 
very ftrange method of exprefling it ; and the filent 
grief of General Knyphaufen exprefled his regard 
more fully than the whole expettce of the viifchianza. 
ITiis mifcellaneous entertainment was a prologue to 
that adventure which was foon after.made by our 
army, in pafling through the Jcrfics, to Sandy-Hook, 

where 


Digitized by Google 



' ?2® , ^ - 3 ,JU S;T.O -OF „ A. 

where the knights of the; bjchdc4 rofe, ahd ihofe of 
the btxriung maui^tain, were under the ncceflity erf 
performing a real turnanjent fpr their own preferr^o* 
, tion, where the honour of their ladies w^s but iodif- 
•fcrcmly fupported. Had thoy forefeen whiii was fp 
foon to happen, it would have, in a great nveafure* 
fupprelTed fonfie of that wanton fplly whieh appeared 
, in the exhibition of thO mjfehrianza. ft vras trply ^ 
ter-y foolilh refoluiion to tranfmit this piece, pf mad* 
.nqfs over the Atlantic, tq Qrettc Britain, with Co tnueb 
approbation^ ' . i • ' 

This feemp to have been the only futa?i?r bove thp 
beginning of the American War wlieu the parties had 
kifufe to perform trifles, and relax froin ihe feveri- 
ties of military difeipline. ' The Americans, pn their 
fide, but for. a differejit reafoti, bad alfo a-fprt of mif- 
chianza in their congrefs. Monfleur Oerard had ar- 
.rived at Philadelphia feme time in the as 

plenipotentiary from the. French King, and had an au- 
dience of tlie congrefs. This happened in lelsthah 
three months after GenecaJ Howe’s mifehianza ; A> 
that Philadelphia, that had been, during the winter, 
the feat of arnts, and the rendezvous of war, was, du- 
ring the fummef, turned inio a.city of pleafure, filled 
with all the gaiety of knight errantry, and the fplcn- 
. dour of a court. As fome account has been given 
of the rplendid entertainment which was made to Sir 
William Howe, by the pflicers of the army, it will be 
necelTary to Ihew the reception which Mopfieur Ge- 
rard received from the congrefs at his firft audience, 
tis minifler and plenipotentiary of the French King. 
This will help to relieve the minds ol the readers 
from the fatigue of an uniform contemplation of de- 

ftruftioii 


Digitized by Google 


! iZI 


f 

A. ]>. iTfS. THE WAR IN AMERICA; 

ftrudion and daughter, and prepare them for a view 
of thofc barbarities that will be laid open in the fu- 
■iure part of this hiftory. The manner in which 
Monfleur Gerard was introduced, the letter from 
the French King, which he delivered, his fpeech to 
the Congrefsi and the preddent’s anfwcr, (hall be 
■given in their own words. 

• Lall Thurfday, Augud nth,' being theday ap« 

• pointed by Congrefs’ for the audience of the Sieor 
Gerard, minifter and plenipotentiary from his Moft 
'Chriftian Majefty, that minifter received audience ac- 
’cordingly. In purfuance of the ceremonial eftablidi' 
cd by Congrefs, the Hon. Richard Henry Lee, £fq; 
one of the delegates from Virginia, and the Hon Sa- 
muel Adams, one of the delegates from Maffachufett’s 
Bay, in a coach and fix provided by Congrefs, waited 
upon the minifter at his houfe. In a few minutes 
the two delegates entered the coach, Mr Lee placing 
himfelf at the minifter’s left hand, on the back (eat, 
Mr Adams occupying the front feat j the miniftcr’s 
chariot being behind, received his fecretary. The 
carriages being arrived at die State Houfe in the city, 
the two members of Congrefs, placing thcmfclves at 
the minirter’s left hand, a little before one o’clock, 
introduced to his chair in the Congrefs Chamber. 

The prefident and Congrefs fitting, the minifter 
being feated, he gave his credentials into the hands 
of the fecretary, who advanced and delivered them 
to the prefident. The fecretary of Congrefs then 
read and tranflated them ; which being done, Mr 
Lee announced the minifter to the prefident and Con- 
grefe ; at nine the prefident, the Congrefs, and the 
minifter rofe together ; he bowed to the prefident 
and the Cangrefs j they bowed to him } whereupon 
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the vhole fieated themfelTes. In a cdoment the siitd-* 
ftcr rofe aod made a (peecb to Congrefe, while they 
were all Ikting. The fpecch bciitg finilhed, the mi- 
nifter fat down, and giving a c<>py of his fpeach to 
.his fecrctary, he prelented it to the prefident. The 
prefijdent and the Coogrefs then rofe, and the prefi- 
dent prononneed their anfwer to the fpeech, the mi- 
• nifter Handing iaittbd time. The anfwcr being end- 
ed, the whole were, again lieated, and the prefident 
. giving ^ copy of thennfwcr to the fecretary of Con- 
grofs, he prefeared it to the mmifter. The prefident, 
.the Congrefs, and tlie minifter then rofe together ; 
the minifter bowed to the prefident, who returned 
.the faliite, and then to the Congrefs, who alfo bowed 
in their turn ; and the minifter having bowed to the 
prefident, and received his bow, he withdrew, and 
,wa? attended home in the fame raaQucf in which he 
had been conduced to the audience. 

Within the bar of the houfe the Congrefs formed 
, a femi circle on each fide of the prefident and the 
inloifier j the prefident fitting atone extremity of the 
circle, at a table upon a platform elevated two fteps ; 
the minifter fitting at the opppfite extremity of the 
circle, in an arm cliair, upon the fame level with the 
Congrefs. The door of the Congrefs Chamber be- 
ing thrown open, below the bar, about 200 gentle- 
men were admitted to the audience, among whom 
were the vice-prefident of the Supreme Executive 
Council ofPennfylvania, the Supreme Executive Coun- 
cil, the fpeaker, and members of the' Houfe of Af- 
fembly, feveral foreigners of diftiuftion and ofiScers 
of the army. The audience being over, thQ Gon- 
grefs^and the minifter, at a proper hour, repaired to 
an entertainment, given by the Congrefs to the ;iiini- 
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ftiir *y at -wMch" were prefent,. by invitarioH, fttit aP 
/•reigners of diftinftion, and gentlemen of pubUc 
character. - The cfftcrtammcnt was condufled with a 
decorain ftiitcd to thc occafion, 4nd gave great fatis*- 
fefHbft to the* whole contpany. 

The Congrefi gave the following account of this 
audience, figned by their prefident and fecrctary. 
la.Congrcfe, Augud6, 1778^ 

According to orderj the Hon. Sienr Gerard be- 
ing introduced to an audience by the two members, 
for thatpurpofe appointed, and being feated in his 
chair, his fccretary delivered to the prefident a. letter 
from his His Moft Chriftiau Majcfty,. which was read 
. in the words following: 

Very destr great Friends and Allies. 

. The treaties wWch wc have figned with you, in con- 
fequence of the propofals your commifiioners made to 
ps in your behalf, are a certain alTurance of our a£- 
fefUon for the United States in general, and for each 
of them in particular, as well as of the intereft we 
take, and confi^tly iballtake,in their happinefs and 
profperity. It is to convince you more particularly 
of this,, that we have nominated the Sienr Gerard, 
fecreiary of our Council, of State, to refide among 
you in the quality of our miuifter and plenipotentiary: 
he is the better acquainted with: our ‘ fentiments to- 
wards you,;and the more capable of teftifying the fame 
to you, as lie was entrufted on , our part to negotiate 
with your commiflioners, and figped with them the 
treaties which cement our upion. We pray you to 
give credit to all he fliall communicate to you from 
us, more efpecially .when he fhall affure you of our 
alfeftion and conft^nt* friendflup, for you. pray 
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God, very great Frieods and Allies, to have you in 
his holy keeping. 

Your good Friend and Ally, 

(Signed) LOUIS. 

The miuiiler was then announced to the preddenc. 
and the Houfe, whereupon he arofe and addreded 
Congrefs, in the fpeech, which, when he had finifli- 
cd, his lecretary delivered the fame in writing to the 
Prefident as follows : - ' 

Gentlemen, 

The connexion formed by the King my Matter^ , 
with the United States of America is fo agreeable to> 
him, that be could no longer delay fending me to re* 
fide among you, for the purpofe of executing it, It 
will give his Majefty great fatisfaftion to learn,' that 
the fentiments which have {hone forth on this occa- 
fion, juftify that confidence with which he hath been 
infpired by the zeal and chara 61 er of the United 
States, in France, the wifdora and fortitude which 
have dire^ed the refolutions of Congrefs, and the 
courage and perfeverance of the people they repre* 
fentj a confidence which you know. Gentlemen, 
has been the bafis of that truly amicable, and dif- 
interefted fyftera, on which he h?th treated with the 
United States. 

It is not his Majefty’s fault that the engagements 
he hath entered into, did not eftablifli your indepen- 
dency and repofe, without the further eflFufion of 
blood, and without aggravating the calamities of 
mankind, whofe happinefs it is his higbefi ambition to 
promote and fecure- But fince the hoftile meafures 
and defigns of the common enemy have given to en- 
gagements, purely eventual, an immediate, perfuafive, 
permanent, and indilloluble force, it is the opinion of 
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the King my mailer, that the allies (hould turn their 
whole attention to fulfil thofc engagements in the 
manner moft ufeful to the common caufc, and bell 
calculated to obtain that peace which is the objeft of 
the alliance. 

It is upon this principle his majelly has hallened to 
fend you a powerful affiftancc, which you owe only 
to his friendfliip, to the facred regard he has for every 
thing which relates to the advantage of the United 
States, and to his defire of contributing, with efficacy, 
to ellablilh your repofe and profperity, upon an ho« 
oourable and folid foundation. And f^arther, it is his 
expe£lation, that principles, which may be adopted by 
the refpeftive governments, will tend to ftrengthen 
tbofe l^nds of union, which have originated in the 
mutual interell of the two nations. 

The principal objeft of my inllruftions is toconneft 
the intcrefts of France with thofc of the United 
States. I flatter myfclf, gentlemen, that my pad con- 
duft in the affairs which concern them, hath already 
convinced you of the determination I feel to endea- 
vour to obey my inflruftions, in fuch manner as to 
deferve the confidence of Congrefs, the friendfliip of 
its members, and thcefleem of the citizens of America. 

To this Speech the prefident was pleafed to re- 
turn the following anfwer ; 

Sir, 

The treaties between his Moll Chrillian Majelly 
and the United States, fo fully demonftrates his wif- ~ 
dom and magnanimity, as to command the reverence 
of all nations. The virtuons citizens of America in 
particular, can never forget his beneficent attention 
to their violated rights ; nor ceafe to acknowledge the 
hand of a gracious providence,, in taifmg them up fo 

powerful 
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powerful and iUaflrions a fcieod. It is faope and 
opinion of Congrefs, that the confidence his 
repofes, in the firmnefs of chefc Swtes, wifl receive 
additional ftrength from every day’s cxperiencc. 'I he 
AlTembly are convinced, Sir, that had it refted foiely 
with the Mod Chriftian King, not only the indepen- 
dence of thefe States would have been univcrfally ac- 
knowledged, but their tranquillity fully eftabliihed* 
We lament the luft of domination which gave, birth; 
to the prefent war, and hath prolonged and extended 
the mifcries of mankind. We ardently wifli to iheadi 
the fword, and fpare the further effufipu of bipod j 
but we are determined, by every means in our power, 
to fulfil thofe eventual engagements, whiph have ac- 
quired pofitivc and permanent force from the hodile 
dcfigns and meafurcs of the common enemy. Coa- 
grefs have reafon to believe, that thciaffiftance fa 
wifely and gencroufly feat, will bring Great Britain to 
a fenfe of juftice and moderation, promote the coni': 
mon intereft of France and America, and fccure 
peace and tranquillity on the mod firm and honour- 
able foundation. Neither can it be doubted, that 
thofe who adminifter the powers of government 
within the fcveral States of this union, will cement that 
fOoneftipn with the fubjefts of France, the beneficial 
elFe£ls of which have already been fo fenfibly felt. 
Sir, from the experience we had, of your exertions to 
promote the true imerefts of our country, as well as 
your own, it is with the highefl fatisfaftion, Congrefs 
receive, as the firft roinifter from his Mod Chridian 
Majedy, a gentleman, whofe pad conduft affords a 
happy prefage, that he will merit the confidence of 
this body, the fricndfliip of its members, and the ef- 
teein of the citizens of Am.erica. The fccrciary of 
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(lie Congicfs then dslivercd to the miaiiler a copy of 
(his reply: whereupon the mioifier withdrew, at^ 
Kas ooodui^ed in the manner in which he was 
brought to the houfe. 

' v'Thc -whhle management in this affair plainly' ikew> 
ltd that the Coagnefs underftood their bufracls, r.od 
had fnfhdent addreis-to receiTc a French mibiller, as 
wieii as to ffatter the vanity of his maffer ; they faid 
abthin^ tnean or what was beneath their charafier, or 
chat' of the Mofl; Independent States,, and cxpreffled 
a greatnefsofinind in’midd of calamkies, which would 
have done honour to the antient Romans. It will be 
proper here to give fome account of the eventual alii* 
noce which was the foundation of this formal iatra« 
duflion of a French minifter into the American Con- 
grefs. Onr miniftry were fully warned that this 
treaty was going on before it was concluded, and had 
h in their power to have prevented it, to the advan. 
tage of their fovercign and the incerdt of the nation, 
^ut the foolifh idea of etiquette and a falfe notion of 
honour, prevented them from faving thouPands of in- 
nocent lives, and millions of treafure to Great Brn* 
uin. To yield to the colonics, whom they had fo un^ 
jaftly .injured, and give up the golden dream they had 
been indulging for fo long a time, was an idea they 
could not at allreliih. They knew that any perma* 
Bent agreement with America, could not be made 
while they continaed in office, becaufc America could 
never irttft- them who had fo wantonly and cruelly 
Ipilt her beft blood, and ravaged her towns in the moft 
Wharous manner. 'I'o give up their offices was to 
give up the emoluments that attended them, which 
was much dearer unto men of their charafter, than ei- 
ihcr the honour of their foverggn or the happinef* 
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of the empire. Though they knew of the Frencli 
treaty, they .fuffered it to go on without acquainting 
parliament till it was finilhed, and then they propofed 
a plan ot reconciliation which the renowned knight 
ot La Maricha would have been alhamed of. They 
propofed to the coloniits to' break their faith with 
France in the firft public treaty that ever they made, 
and expofe therafelves to all the world as the moft 
faithlefs of mortals. This, they knew, could not be 
complied with, and of confequcnce they would keep 
their places and continue the war. They had alfo 
fomc friends to ferve, and the office of coramiffioner 
-was a lucrative employment. Even this comrailfion 
•was put into the hands of men the moft unlikely to 
gain credit in America : A young nobleman of little 
experience, who was never remarkable in managing 
his own affairs with honour to himfclf, was placed 
firft in a commiffion to fettle the difference between 
Britain and her colonies. To this beau of a noble- 
man, was joined, an apoftatc patriot, a general of the 
army, and a pettifogging lawyer, who was remarkable 
for nothing but in being a penfioncr and a pliant voter 
on the fide of the miniftry. To all thefe was added, 
as a fecretary, a Scotch profeffor of moral philofophy, 
who left his fchoo!, and his fcholars, to the care of 
another, to crofs the Atlantic under the pretence of 
procuring peace, but in reality to glean lomc of thofe 
benefits which the bounty of government was now fo 
ready to beftow. Among the whole, it is doubtful, 
though their charafters had been more refpeftable, 
.whether there was as much judgment as was nccef- 
fary to execute a commiffion of fo great importance. 
It was certainly an aftront to the nation, and a 
diferedit to the ComijiiiCon, that it W'as left to the ma- 
nagement 
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nagement of iticneedyy the covetousyzai the vain. It 
was certaihry believed by ihecontrivers'of this plaa of 
' reconciliation that it could not fuccced, and was nc* 
ver meant as a (cheme to anfwer the oftcnliblc pur- 
pofe. It even did not anfwer that dcfign for which 
itfeems to have been principally intended, namely, of 
fixing upon the colonifts the charge of being, from' 
the beginning,' determined upon independency on 
Great Britain. The nature' of the commiflion, as 
well as the method in which it was managed, plainly 
ftiewcd.’that dominion and not public utility was the 
great fpring of all our public aflions. The defperatc 
principles contained in the' manifetlo publiflicd by the 
commiflioners, fully declared, that the dominion of 
Britain was of more confequence than all the revenue 
of America and the lives of near three millions of 
fubjefts. It is almoft the' cafe with all men, that 
thofe who commit an injury, can never forgive thofe 
they injure ; for the principle of wickednefs which 
determines them to behave injurioufly, puQics them 
on to proceed, and they can find no end but in the 
total ruin of thofe who refill their malevolence. Had 
not our miniftry been infatuated in their meafures 
with their own folly, and refolutcly bent, at all events, 
upon purfuing their fatal fcheme, they would have ' 
propofed their reconciliation before the French 
treaty,; and there is good reafon to fuppofc that, 
provided the faith of the nation had been properly 
given for the fulfilment of the fcheme, it WQuld have 
l^cn liftened to, and put an end to the war. The 
_ French court improved the opportunity, and we loft 
it, it is to be feared, for ever. For it docs not appear 
very probable that Great Britain, in her prefent re- 
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duced ftatc of finance, will ever be able to force A- 
merica into dependence, aililled by both France and 
Spain. A view of the treaty. Which the colonies 
have entered into with Ftance, will fliew how hope- 
lefs an opinion it is to imagine that Britain can regain 
her fupremacy over America. This treaty is called 
A Treaty of Alliance, eventual and defenfive, between 
his Mod Chriftian Majefty Louis the Sixteenth, King 
of France and Navarre, and the Thirteen United 
States of America ; and confids of twelve articles^ 
The introdufUon mentions the feveral States particu- 
larly, which enter into this alliance, and the feveral 
reafons for fo doing, and is perhaps as well expreflfed 
as any deed of the fame nature that has appeared con- 
cerning any public tranfaftion for fomc ages paft« 
The tenor of it follows : 

The Molt Chriftian King, and the United States of 
North America, to wit, NeW Hampfliire, Maffachu- 
fetts Bay, Rhode-Ifland, Connefticut, New Jerfey, 
Pennfylvania, Delaware, Maryland j Vitginia, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia, having this 
day concluded a treaty of amity and commerce, for 
the reciprocal advantage of their fubjefts and citizens, 
have thought it Ueceffary to take into confideration 
the means of ftrengthening thofe engagements, and 
of rendering them ufeful to the fafety and tranquillity 
of the two parties ; particularly in cafe Great Britain 
in refentment of that connexion, which is the objeft 
of the faid treaty, fhould break the peace with 
France, either by direft hoftilities, or by hindering 
her commerce and navigation, In a manner contrarjr 
to the rights of nations, and the peace fubfifting be- 
tween the two crowns.— And his Majefty and the 
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faid United States hsiTing refpl?ed, in that cafe, to 
join their councils and efforts againft the enterprizes 
of their common enemy, the refpeftivc plenipoten- 
tiaries, empowered to concert the claufes and condi- 
,tions proper to fulfil the faid intentions, have, after 
the mod mature deliberatiou, concluded and deter- 
mined on the following articles : 

Art. I. 

■V If war fhould break out between ' France and 
Great Britain, during the continuance of the pfefenc 
war between the United States and England, his 
Majefty and the laid Unked States, ihall make it a 
common caufe, and aid each other mutually with their 
good offices, their councils, and their forces, accord- 
ing to the exigency of conjunfturcs, as becomes good 
and faithful allies, 

Art. II. ’ 

The eflential and direA end of [the prefent defcn- 
live alliance is, to maintain effeftuaUy the liberty, fo- 
vereignty, and independence, abfolute and unlimited, 
of the faid United States, as well in matters of go- 
vernment as of commerce. 

Art. hi. 

The two contrafting parties fliall, each on its owi^ 
part, and in the manner it may judge moft proper, 
make all the efforw in its power againft its common 
enemy, in order :o attain the end propofed« 

Art. IV. 

The contra£Irng parties agree, that in cafe either of 
them fhould form a particular enterprize, in which 
the concurrence of the other may be be defired, the 
party whofe concurrence is defired, fhall readily and 
with faith, join to aft in concert for that purpofe, as 

fv 
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faras clrc.wn(l?nc€s and itsownpanicnlarfItuatioa.w,ill 
permit, and ip tl:tat cafe, they (hall regulate, by a par- 
ticular contention, the quantity and kind of fuccour 
,to be furnilhcd, and the time and ntapper.of its,bping 
brought into a£Hon, as well as the advantages w^h 
are to be its conipenfation. 

A R. T. V. 

If the United States fcould think fit to attempt the 
reduftion of the gritUh power .Temaipipg in the 
Northern parts of America, or the iflands of Bermp- 
das, thofe eoumries or i^nds, in cafe of fpccefs, 
,lhall be confederated witb» miid dependent upon, tl\e 
fait! United States. ' 

A R T. VI. 

The Moll Chriftian King rehpunces, for ever, ,thp 
pofTeflion of the iflands of Bermudas, as jWdl as of 
any part of the continent pf America, which, before 
.the treaty of Paris, 1763, or in yirtpe of that treaty, 
were acknowledged to belong to the Crown of Great 
Britain, or to the United States, heretofore called 
Britilh colonies, or which are at this time,‘ 9r have 
lately been, under the power of the King of Gre^ 
Britain. , . . : ' ^ ' 

A R T. VII. 

If his Mod Chrifban Majefty fhall think proper tp 
attack any of the iflands fltuated in the Gulph of 
Mexico, or near that Gulph,' which ' are at prefent 
under the power of Great Britain, all the faid ifles, 
in cafe of fuccefs, (liall appertain to the Court of 
France. . 

Art. VIII. 

Neither of the two parties fhall conclude either 
truce or peace with Great Britain, without the 
- ' . formal 
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. (formed confept of the other 6rft obtamed. and they 
. nuiwally engage not to lay down their arms^, until 
the independence .of the United States (hail have 
been formally and tacitly alTured by treaty or treaties 
that lhall terminate the war. 

.Art. IX. 

The contrafUog panics declare, that being refql- 
veditDiful&l, each on its own pajCt, the claufcs and 
conditions of the peefent trea.ty pf alliance, according 
to its 0W9 power and circumftapees ; there lhall be 
no after claims or compenfatioo, pn ope fide or the 
, other, whatever may be die event of thp war. 

A R T. X. , : . . 

The Moft Chrihian King and the United States 
agree. to invite .or adnpit .other powers, who may have 
received injuries from England, to make a common 
caufc with them, and to accede to the prefent alliance, 
under fuch conditions as fiiall be iuily agreed to and 
fettled between all parties.' ‘ ■ • 

’ . " ■ Art. XI. 

The;twty pasties guarantee mutually, from the pre- 
fem and for ever, againftall other powers, to wit, the 
United States to bis Moft Chriftian JM^jefty the pre- 
fent poflelfions of the Crown of France in America, 
as well as tbofelhemay acquire'^ by the future treaty 
of peace ; and his' Moft Chriftian Majefty guarantees, 
on his part, to the United 'States,*'^ir liberty, for 
vereigmy, and iodependeircei abfoiute and unlimited, 
as well matters 'of government 'as of commerce, and 
alfo their pofleiOoDS,'and the additions or conquefts 
their confederations may obtain 'during the' war, frcmi 
any of the dominions now or hereafter 'poffelTcd by 
Great Britain in North America j conformable to the 
‘ • fifth 
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fifth and fixth articles above written, the whole as 
their pofielfions (hall be fixed, and afiured to the faid . 
States, at the moment of the cefiation of the prefent 
war with England. 

A R T. XII. 

In order to fix more precifely, the fcnfe and ap-» 
plication of the preceding article, the contrafling par- 
ties declare, that in cafe of a rupture between France 
and England, the reciprocal guarantee declared in, 
the faid article, (Iiall have its full force and effefl the 
moment the faid war (hall break out ; and if fucli; 
rupture (hall not take place, the mutual obligations 
of the faid guarantees fliall not commence until the 
moment of the ceflation of the prefent war between 
the United States and England, (haU have afeertained 
their poffellioEs. 

Art. XIII. ^ 

The prefent treaty (hall be ratified on both fides, 
and the ratification (hall be exchanged within the 
fpace of fix months, or fooner if poflible. 

This is the famous treaty between France and the 
Colonrfls, to which the latter were driven by the per- 
verfe pride and ftupidity of men who, inftead of being 
qualified for governing an empire, appear not fit to be= 
trufted with the charge of a herd of the vileft ani- 
mals. It might eafily have been perceived that a 
meafure of this kind would be the i(Tue of the via* 
lence and tyranny of Great' Britain towards the Co- 
lonies. 

Though this alliance appears unnatural, as being 
an union of papifts and proteftants againft a govern-; 
mCnt which bears the name of proteftant, yet the 
urgent necclilty of the* cafe, and the palpable tyranny 

■ ‘ of 
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of the Britiihmmiftrj, juftifythe expedient on the part 
of the colonifls. It was certainly ioconlldent in any 
proteftant power to employ fuch a tyranny againft its 
own fubjeAsy as that which the Englilh employed 
againft America. The hillory of fatrage nations 
does not furnilh us with examples more brutilh and 
barbarous than fome that are faid to have been made 
on the coalls of Americat It is a matter of the mod 
ferious conlideration to all Chridian nations, whether 
a government, that is faid to be from God, can ever 
be exercifed and applied to the dedruftlon of the 
governed, except when their crimes are fuch as ad-^ 
mit of no difpute, btit are felf-evident. The human 
uoderdanding cannot well conceive, that men^s lives 
Ihould be taken away by interpretations of laws 
which have always been^ in the eye of reafon, 
of a doubtful nature. The American war, 
and all the bloodlhed and lofs that has attended it, 
have had no other foundation than certain inferences 
of date, drawn from modern inditutes, not confident 
with the eflcntial laws of the empire. 

Such as purfue political quarrels for the fake of do* 
minion fo fat as to fhed blood, it is of fmall confe* 
queuce whether they are papifts or ptoteftants ; for it 
is certain that they, in that cafe, not only a£f Incon- 
fident with the Chridian religion, but with the fird 
principles of all moral laws. The colontds have no 
good reafon, from the known principles of the French, 
to put much confidence in them, and if they be wife 
they will be upon their guard, and watch them care- 
fully. But in their prefent fituation it could be no 
criminal aftion toemancipate themfelves from tyranny,' 
by any lawful iticans, though the iaftruments might 
, ' no: 
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not be fucli as they altogether apf>roved. The treaty 
is altogether political, and ddjicnds upon certain mu- 
tual good offices* t^hich whoever fails in ard guilty' 
of a breach ’of faith. With regard- to the French 
being papifts, ouV'goVcrnment can have no' handle, 
feeing they therafelves have eftablifljed popery in’ 
ope part of their dominions', and have fhewti a good 
inclination to have it introduced into all the reftfTbd 
Americans have been reproached 'for entering’ into a‘ 
treaty 'with'ihe French; againflftieir king and Conn-' 
try; but this reproach falls doubly upon the hVads' 
of thofe who rendered their king and their cohnt'ry^ 
aliens to them, by denying them the common rights ’ 
of fubjefts, and profecuting them with fire and fyi''ord, 
beCaufe they claimed thofe conitiion rights which all* 
Britifh lubje£ls claini, and to which they have a"con- 
flitutional title; In fome after time nien will jiidge* 
more impartially of the nature of this difpuie, and 
will perhaps conclude that the French nation, inflead 
of doing an unjufl a£fion in affifling AmdricaJ have'" 
done a righteous and humane deed in affifling the' 
opprelTed. We may cal/ them our enemies on that 
account, but provided they do us no more injury, we 
will have no jufl; reafon to complain. There is fomc-^ 
ihkig abfurd in the opinion of thofe who wifh well 
to America, and at tlie fame time are for doing all 
the mifehief poffible to the French; for unlefs the’ 
affiflancc w'hicb France has given America, flie has' 
done no manner of injury to us. I'herc is not much 
reafon to put confidence in the French nation, more 
than in any other papills, but there is truly no rea- 
I’on to put confidence in any princes ail, or nations' 
where policy is the only rule of duty. Hifiory has 

undoubtedly 
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that ftiiure times iiiijr kho^ tHc joftiee dr' iojufticei' 
Ss wdt as the rfcafops, of tfie war. ‘ ^ ‘ '■ ‘ 

Awhile this wir "ttas fttli going btli tile hati'6*ii hf 
^neralfelt tlie baneful effetts of ft, and cbmjfrfaiiitS’ 
were uttered throughout all the empire, frdiii the’ 
effects it had upon all rah ks of pcopte: ' fJi^ea 
iJiofc who were moft Tiolcnt ftrf^ cirrymg %• dti' 
fcotnplalried df irs- cfFcftSj '^atid' cddfellhd the ’dit*’ 
tibh wotrid'be ruined ; while cither the 'wideddheis' 
bf th’ehr own heattSj of a ftilfc riotioh of etiquctre’ahxf ’ 
honour; made ffieim rather defird to niin themfdv«i 
hnd ifie nation; than not dbtJiiri thi: rtiln of the Ahie-^ 
ricani, whomihdjrfd mdrtaliy hated;. Their Coh-I 
ftant language was, the colonies’ muft Bd lubdued ; ' 
we have paffed thlc rublcoh, arid cailnot go batk with- 
6nt Ihatne. rind difgface.'. Thus, under the ferereft' 
apprchenliop bf dcftroftloh- in j^oceedin^ tlie cot-“' 
dndorriof the war; vifthtiut hope, ftill t^erif; till hll 
the corners of the empire, cned bur of opprefflori; 
fVom one end tb the other; Except thofe who'werb’ 
dally living upon the mins of the public, alf pa'rtfcs-' 
"Were iotidly complaining bf dilfrefs. With regard tb ' 
trade; commerce,' arid every anicle of bufinefsV 
Thofe who ireVe the heft judges of the diftreilcs 
concerriing trade and toiiaracrce,' and who expreffed; 
their fenthnenis in the warmrift, and at tHoTarrie* 
time, in the mo(f decent irianri'er, were brit lirtlc ic‘- ’ 
garded by the higheft arithofity of the riatmn, ■whblb • 
burinefs it was to have inore cljpecially confidered the ^ 
reafous of thofe complaints. The fenfe of the whole 
hation Was this year well exprelfcd in the addrcfs ’ 
and petition of the cbitnmbns bf the city of Londefn 
Y y y ■ alTemblcd 
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afiembled, ia conmion council, whicb vras prefeoted 
to his Majcfty upon March 13, this year. The ad- 
drefs and his majefty’s anfwer, will better exprefs 
the temper of the nation and the difpofition of the 
government than any that might be fubflituted in 
their place. 

We, your majcfty*s moft dutiful and loyal fubjefts, 
the lord mayor, aldermen, and commons of the city 
of London, in common council afiembled, attached to 
your majefty’s royal houfe by principle, to your per- 
fon by the trueft afte£tion, and to the honour and 
profperity of your government, by every intereft that 
can be dear to the heart of man ; in this prefent de- 
plorable ftate of the affairs of this once great and' 
' ilourilhing country, with moft profound humility, 
implore leave to lay ourfelves at your majefty’s feet, 
to reprefent to your majefty the fentiments and wilhes 
of a faithful and afili£led people. 

When this civil war was 6rft threatened, your loyal 
city of London, in concurrence with the fenfe of many 
other refpeftable bodies of your kingdom, and many 
ol the wifeft and belt of your fubjefts, did moft hum- 
bly deprecate this evil, forboding, but too truly, the 
charges, calamities, and difgraces, of which it has hi- 
therto been produftive, and the great diftreffes to 
which it is ftill likely to fubjeft this kingdom; Your 
faithful people, on that occalion, had the misfortune 
to receive from your majefty, an anfwer, more fuit- 
able to the imperfeft manner in which (they fear) 
they expreffed fentiments full of duty, than your ma. 
jefty’s own moft gracious difpofition, their inviolable 
reverence to their fovereign, and their unfhaken zeal 
for his glory. They retired in a mournful and refpeft- 
/• ' ful 
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fal llicnce, patiently waiting the difpofition of prori- 
dence, and the return of your majefty*s favour and 
'countenance, whenever experience ihould fully dif- 
clofe, in its true light, the well-founded nature of 
their apprehenlions, and the fatal tendency of thofe 
councils by which the nation has been mifled. 

For, mifled and deceived, your njajefly, and many 
of your fubjefts, have been. No pains have been 
omitted, to hide from both the true nature of the bu- 
iinefs in which we were engaged ; no arts have been 
left untried, to flimulate the pafiions of your fubje£is 
in this kingdom; and wc are confident that infi- 
nitely more Ikill and attention have been ufed to en- 
gage us in this war, than have been employed to 
condu£f it to honour or advantage, if honour or ad- 
vantage could be obtained by any conduA in fuch a 
war. 

We have been induftrioufly taught to fufpeft the 
profeffions, and to defplfe the refiflance, of our bre- 
thren, (Englifhmcn like ourfelves) whom wc had no 
fort of reafon to think deficient in the fincerity and 
courage which have ever diflinguilhed that name and 
race. Their inclinations have been mifreprefented, 
their natural faculties depreciated, their refources 
mif-calculated, their feelings infulted, until fury and 
defpair fupplied whatever might be defeftive in force. 
Wc have fecn a whole army, the flower of the train- 
ed military ftrength of Great Britain and her allies, 
famiflicd in the wilderncls of America, lay down their 
arms, and owing their immediate refeue from death 
to thofe very men whom the murders and rapines of 
the favages, (unhappily employed) had forced from 
hulbandmen into foldiers, and who had been painted 
< in 
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ifi f^ch colour, s of icoi^n^tt ^to|^e-a^ay aU 9oni(V 
Jauon 'from our cajaraity. W.c . baye. fecp another 
army, ejqually bfayc;. and ec^ually w^ll comtnandcd^ 
for nyo years in m almoll continufid C9urfc of yiftory, 
"by which they haye only wafted their pwn numbers, 
without dccreaftng the ftrength of tho refilling l^ower, 
without Ijeadi^ to any fort of fubnu^on, ^lc brihging 
^ your majefty’a obedience, even the (mallelt and 
wcakeft of thirteen revolted colonies. The union of 
thofe provinces apoogfi themfelyes, ^nd their aointo- 
fity to your inajefty’s adtnioiftration, have ortly been 
'encreafe,d, by the injudicious ^thocis taken, to break 
the one and fubdue the other. Fleets and armies are 
maintained, in numbers almoll equal, and at an ct^- 
pchcc comparatively far (uperior-, to what ever has 
been employed in the moll glorious, and moft fuccefs- 
ful ftrugglct of this country, againft a combination of 
the moft formida.ble monarchies of Europe. A few 
inconfiderable detached illands, and one deferted town 
pn the continent, where your majefty’s combined 
army has a perilous and infccure footing, are the only 
fruits of an expence exceeding twenty millions, of 
ninety-three Ihips of war, and fixty thoufand of the 
beft foldiers which could be procured either at home 
or abroad, and appointed for that fpecial fervicc. 
Your majefty’s forces, both by fc^ and land, have, 
we arc told, done all that could be expefled from tbe 
moft accompliftie 4 difcipline, and the moft determined 
courage y and yet the total defca^ of fome of thefe 
forces, and the incffeftual viftories of others, have al- 
moft equally confpired to the deftrufUoa of your 
power, and the difmeraberment of your empire. We 
lliQqld be unpardonably negligent of our duty to your 
‘ ‘ " majefty, 
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lORjofty, to o^rfelYcs, 9o4 to o^r country* if we did 
pot thus folcmnly exprefs our feelipgs upon tbi$ 
dreadfpl aod decisive piropi of tbepiadqefs withwbic|i 
this attempt was originally made,~and which faithfully 
following it through every flep pf ifs progrefs, and 
pvery ipcafure for it$ execution, has compleated, by 
pnifortP miicondu^h the mifehiefs which were com> 
jnenced in total ignorance. are convinced that, 
no; the delnfions of arifpland defigniag men, (which, 
}ike (very thing falfe, cannot be peripanent) but the 
general fenfe of the whole American people, is fet and 
detertpined ag^ioH the plans of coertipn, civil and mh 
litary, which have beep hitherto, employed againft 
them- A whole, united, aqd irritated people cannot 
be conquered. If the force now employed canpot 
do it, nq force within our abilities will do it, 

The wealth of this nation is great, and our difpoii- 
tion would be to pour it out with the moll unreferved 
and chearfpl liberality, for the fapport of the honour 
and dignity of your crown: but domellic peace and 
domeflic poconomy are the only means of fppplying 
cxpcnce for war abroad, in this contefl our refour-r 
ces are exhauflcd, whilft thofe of our rivals are fpared, 
aad we are, every year of the continuance of this 
war, altering the balance of our public ftrength and 
riches in their favour. 

We think oui ^lvcs bound, moll dread Sovereign, 
;o exprefs our fears and apprehenfions to your majsf- 
ty, that, at a time when your majedy’s gracious 
fpeech from the throne has hinted, and your vafl 
naval preparations in a (lyle much more cxplicir, an- 
^lounccd to us and the world, the critical date in 
^hich we dand with regard to the great neighbouring 

/ ' " power?, 
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powers, we' have not the comfort to learn, from 
that fpeech, from any affurancc of your majefty's fer- 
▼ants, or even from common fame, that any alliance 
whatever has been made with the other great dates of 
Europe, in order to cover us from the complicated 
perils fo manifeftly imminent over this nation. We 
have as little reafon to be certain that alliances of 
'the mod dangerous kind are not formed againft 
us. 

, In this date of anxious doubt and danger, we have 
recourfe to the clemency and wifdom of your ma- 
jclly, the tender parent and valiant guardian of your 
people, that you will gracioufly take fuch raeafuresas 
may reftorc internal peace, and (as far as the miferable 
drcumflances into which the late deftruftive courfes 
have brought us will permit} re-unite the Britifh na- 
tion, in forae happy, honourable, and permanent con- 
junfiion, left the colonies, exafperated by rigours of 
continuance of war, ftiould become totally alienated 
from their parent country; left every remaining 
fpark of their affciftion fhould be extinguifhed, in ha- 
bits of mutual daughter and rapine ; and left in fome 
evil hour, they who have been the great fupport of 
the Britilli ftrength, fhould become the raoft formida- 
ble and lading acceflion to the conftant enemies of 
the power and profperity of your kingdoms. 

We humbly hope and truft, that your majedy will 
give all due efficacy to the concelfions, (we wilh thefe 
conceffions may not have come too late) which have 
been propofed in parliament ; and we have that un- 
doubted reliance on the magnanimity of your raajedy’s 
enlarged and kingly affeftion, that we arc under no 
apprehenCoas of your majedy being biafiTed by pri- 
vate 
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taie partiality to any fet of men, in the cafe where 
the good, where the very being of your people is at 
flake ; and with an hutuble confidence we implore 
and fnpplicate your majefly, that nothing may Hand 
in the way of thofe arrangements, in your councils 
and executive offices, which may bed forward thq 
great, ncceffary, and bleffed work of peace, and 
which may tend to refeue your affairs from unwifo 
and improvident management, and which may obtain, 
improve, and fecure the returning confidence of all 
your people. In fuch meafures and fuch arrangd? 
ments, and for fuch ends your citizens of London wi)l 
never.failtogive your majefly their mpfl.affeflionate 
and fleady fnppori. , ; •> 

His majcfly’s opinion- of this war appears to have . 
been very different from that of the citizens of Lon- 
don, as is evident from his anfwcr to'this -Addrcfa 
and Petition, which he returned in the following 
words : , . - i « ' • ; 

I can never think that the zeal of my fubjefts, the 
refourccs of my kingdom', and the bravery of ipy? 
fleets and armies, can have been unwifely and imprp- 
videntJy employed, when the objedl was to maintain, 
the co^ittitional fubordination which ought to pre-. 
vail through the fcveral parts of my dominions, and is-, 
eifentiai to the profperity of the whole | but I haver 
always lamented the calamities infeperable from a 
date of war ; and fhall mofl earneftly 'give all the effi- 
cacy in my power, to ibofc meafores ^hich the le- 
giflaturc has adopted for the purpofe of refloring, by- 
foir.e happy, honourable, and permanent conciliation, 
the bleffings of peace, commerce, affeftion, and con- 
fidence, between the mother country and the. colo- 
nics. 

This 
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• This anfwer, thcragh one of the thoft and 
plaufible that had been gived for Tome time* fexpi^ 
led fentimcnts of a Very ''different fignification frortt 
thofc in the petition. 1 he idea of conflitmional fnb- 
ordination, ip the royal dialed) has a different mean- 
ing froib what the citizens of kondoP nndcfftbbd - by 
fubordinatipn. The fubduirig tlie tolodifts to' th<5 
will of plrlianictit» jVhich Was the ladle with the tWlf 
of the minifter; was the royal Idfea of tonflitiltionaf 
fnbordination ; but the fciiiziens fuppdfed tbit there 
were fome things which had received thfe authority 
of the leglflatiire; that werfc difedily contra^ to the 
honffitution, and that fothe modem ftatures were di- 
feftly fubvcrfive of the antient laws of the Ikild,. and 
domrary to the great charter of the hationl' 'they 
imagined, as Was natural fbr fdber then to do, that 
juflifcc,. Which is a thing fclf-eVident; could ncteif 
clafltwiih the- coiirtittitioDj bbt in fuch paits as the' 
conftitiition was either imperfeft or erroneous, ajid 
that in the prefent cafe the jtiftice of the 'fconftfrtitibii 
and the modern lifts of the legifl'ature; were "grtatljr 
at variance; The tolbhlfts were profectitcd with, i 
cniel war for clainding; as their right; what they .were 
entitled to by' the conflitmibiij and what Englifhinen 
at home both claimed IPid enjoyed ; This they thought 
Both unjuh and impolitic; and, provided ‘the plain 
principles ofjliffice were obferved; nothing ebiild ap- 
pear more Unrighteous than the American War. Eitit 
it is chiefly bWing to a fyftem of morals which bow 
feems to be publicly profeffed that juftice and civil po-^ 
licy are fet at variance ; for fdme political writers 
have of late maintained it as a firft troth, that the 
punifhment of fins mentioned in the decalogue do not 
fcxtcnd to politics,— which is the fame thing as to fay 

that 
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diat mdtt the colour of politic$ men may do wbac 
they pl^afe without being accountable for their ac-* 

Vons. Upon this principle our miniftry will fairly 
dear therofelves of the guih of injuiUce and bloodr 
ihedding in all this cruel and wicked war. But npon 
this principle it muft be alfo maintained that there is 
as little crime on one 4de as on the other, and that 
the colonies, upon the fame principles of policy, are 
guiltlefs in the whole of their reUftance t fo that U19 
prefent and all other wars, are innocent, harmlefe, 
and poll tied plays, for which no man ihall be account*; 
able hereafter. This is a do^rine, fo deftrudive.'of 
all morality, that it is no wonder that its friends pro* 
ceed from evil to worle. And truly this principle is 
the foie bails of this dreadful and pernicious war. 

Thofe who think in the old>fa(hioned manner, and 
confider that all policy ought to be eftablifhed in ho* 
neity, will not foon become profelytes to fuch dan* 
gerous doflrine. The amount of principles of this 
fort is, that there is no danger in the world to come, 

’ arifing from any thing that politicians do in this, or 
rather that there is no after reckoning to be dreaded. -f 
If this is the cafe, there is as little good to be hoped 
for, and therefore thofe who ihall think proper, for 
their own humour or any other rcafon, may, with all 
fafety, for any tiling that will happen hereafter, pro- 
Tided they can fecure tbemfelves from punifhment in 
this life, or are willing to fufFer it, carry off fuch po- 
liticians in the moil decent manner they can. In this 
cafe his majefty’s crown is in a tottering fituation, and 
,his fafety very precarious. Thofe pretended friends of 
the conditution are not c?cn to be trufted in matters 
pfthe-fmallcilconfideration ; for it is impoffble they 
fau be faithful beyoDd the idea pf their prefent pri- 
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▼ate Intereft. It is impoffiblc for any good man, but 
to pity his majefty, when he is ferved by fuch unprin- 
cipled perfons, who, under pretence of being friends, 
teach his fubjefts that there neither is nor can bd 
duty belonging either to God or their lawful fove- 
rcign, beyond the limits of their own private intereft. 

When fuch doctrines are publicly font through the 
country in government newfpapers,' it ought to alarm 
every lover of his country and king j and the friends 
of the glorious revolution, ought to Watch, with care, 
every motion of men who' give up the firft principles 
ofall laws and government, 'to the lulls of the ambi- 
tious or the' Will of the proud. Thcfe tools of wick- 
ednefs and’ defpotifm, think no fhame to fcatidalize 
the bed friends of the Britifk government, and the; 
conftitution, and to affirm that' there is n6 more in 
their profeffidns of patriotifm, than to worm thera- 
felVes into places of preferment and emolument ; but 
In'this they only jiidge from their own principles and 
feelings, which difpofe them to think that all men are 
like themfelves, and riot from any certain lineaments 
of charafter in thofc they fcandalize. From men of 
fuch abandoned principles, has this ungenerous, un- 
gracious, and baneful war proceeded, arid is by them 
ftill carried on," which has abridged his majefty’s do- 
' minions, retrenched his revenues, and is likely to en- 
danger the honour of his family, and that glory with 
which the Brunfwiclc line might have reigned over 
one of the larged empires of the world, iri peace and 
fafety, for ages to come.- i 

The Americans had now for fome time pad. been 
meditating to ’ aft upon the offenfive as well as upon 
the defenfive : the notion of the Britifh forces being 
invincible, was no longer a predominant idea, and the 
* • ' ■ provincial 
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provincials were now convinced that they could at- 
tack them in their turn; with great probability of 
fuccefs. Accordingly they attacked and took Fort 
Independence, which was in the poiTefEon of our 
army, with very inconliderabie lofs. A full account 
of this tranfa^Hon ' has never fully tranfpired to Bri- 
tain, and we are as yet uncertain of the particulars* 
Many of the accounts received about the end of this 
year, are '^ery uUcertaln: The greateft part of them 
are taken from Rivington's Gaeette,' which is a paper 
of no credit j and which cannot be depended upon* 
The fkirmiih near White Marfh^ in December this 
year, was a pretty fmart one, and the lofs on both 
fides is varioully reported. Our accounts fay that 
the Americans lol^ two hundred men, and their ac- 
counts do not make ours any lefs ; by comparing 
both accounts there appears to have been little ad- 
vantage gained on either fide* but much blood fpilt 
to little purpofe. AS oUr army could not bring the 
provincials to any general engagement^ nor was it 
judged prudent to proceed beyond the reach tif their 
(hips and armed veiTels^ they carried on a fort of pre- 
datory excurfions in certain parts, where they could, 
by furprize, attack any village where they fufpefied 
there were any {lores or provifions fit for carrying on 
the war. This, by means of the (hipping, was not 
difficult to efieff. In thefe plundering excurfions 
they often behaved with fudi rigour as was inconfift- 
ent with that modern profeffion of humanity of car- 
rying on war among civilized nations. The dwel- 
lings of inoffenfive peafants, the houfes of women 
and children, with churches and places devoted to 
the worfhip of the Moft High, fell viftims to the fury 
of thefe plundering expeditions. ' An expedition to 
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the toMHi of Warren, which was undertake in the 
month of May, by Lieutenant Cdonel Campbell, may 
fenre as a fpecimen of what was to be expc£ied in 
this late feafon of the year, when winter was coming 
on and dwellings were now fo nccefiary to the inha- 
bitants of that and all other cold countries. This 
expedition, which was omitted on account of giving 
place to the fiicccffire progrefs of the main army, 
(hall be now given in the words of General Kgot, in 
bis letter to Sir Henry Clinton, where the acconne 
is particnlarly accurate in moft partknlars, except in 
the lols which our troops fudained in the expedi- 
tion. 

«* IN a former letter I had the honour to acquaint 
you with the arrival of General Sullivan at Provi- 
dence, to take the command of the troops' of this 
State. You was iikewife infs^imed, that it was the 
prevailing opinion he was fent there on purpofe to 
make an attack upon this iQand, whenever a conve- 
nient Opportunity offered. Every day Cnee has af- 
forded new and fufficienc canfe to confirm this fufpi- 
cion ; and having proenred intelligence that a number 
of large boats and gallies were afhorc on the Weft 
fide of the river, and below Hkkamuft bridge, ail un- 
der repair, with a number of cannon and ftores, Com- 
, modorc Griffith and myfelf were of opinion that no 
time (hould be loft to take advantage of this unguard- 
ed fituation of the rebels, having certain informatkin 
that there was only a guard of ten men upon the 
boats, and not more than a 50 men on the whole pen- 
infula, from Warren to Briftol Ferry, and that it was 
not poffible any confiderable force could be aifembied 
and come to their affiftance before the boats were 
defiroyed, the whole bnfinefs finiihed, and the troopa 
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fafdy re 4 mbarktid. • Lieutenant-Colonel' Campbell 
of the 22d regiment, being ordered for this command^ 
with eight battalion companies of the 22d regiment^ 
the flank companies of the 54th regiment, and Capt% 
Noltenius^s’company of HeflianChafleurs, the whole 
making about 500 men, marched the evening of the 
24th inft. from Newport to Arnold^s Point, where 
they embarked about 1 2 o’clock on board the flat- 
bottom boats, under the dire^Hon of Captain Clayton > 
and Lieut. Knowles of the navy ; and it is with 
pleafure 1 fend you the following agreeable report of 
CoK, Campbell’s fuccefs and proceedings while on this 
expedition. He has acquainted me. that the boats 
proceeded up the harbour towards Warren River. 
His Majelly’s Ihipthe Flora moving up the Papafquafli 
point to cover the operation of the troops, and the 
other fixips changing their ftaiion, fo as to give every 
afliftance in their power. Soon after day-break the 
troops landed undifeovered a mile above Briftol, and 
three miles below Warren, and Col. Campbell de- 
tached Capt. Seix, of the 22d regiment, with 30 men, 
to Papafquafli Point to take and deftroy the rebel 
battery of one 18 pounder, which. was eaCJy effc^ed, 

^ and a captain of artillery and feven privates made pri- 
foners. The main body moved on towards the town 
of Warren, and, after taking the precaution of efta- 
blifhing pods to fccurcthe pafles, proceeded to Hick- ^ 
amiift River, where they found the boats without a 
guard, or any one to molcfl: them. They were imme- 
diately collefted in feveral heaps, and the whole fet 
fire to, amounting to 125 boats, many of them fifty 
feet in length. A galley of fix twelve-pounders, Kvo 
floops, one of them loaded with ilores, with a quami- , 
ty. of materials for building and -repairing, were like- 
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Wife bufhtj as vrai a mill aiid a bHdge acrbfs the ri- 
i^fcr. The gitns of the gilley, together with three 
cighteen-pottiiders, moanted on travelliag-carriages, 
were fpiked j the trunnions knocked off, and the car* 
riages burnt. This ferfrice being cffe&ually perform- 
ed, the troojis returned to Warren. " The party of 
Chaffeurs left there had deftroyed a park of artillery^ 
confining of two 24*pouhder6j two 1 8-pounders, and 
two nine-pounders, mounted on travelling carriagesj 
with fide boxes, bmmtlnitioDi and fide-arms completej^ 
by fpiking up the guni, burning the carriages, lim- 
bers, &c. In the town of Warren they difeovered a 
houfe full of attihiitnitioni cOmbuftibles, and other 
Avarlike ftotesi and fome calks of rum, rice, and fugar, 
which was blown up, and the whole dellroyed. A new 
yirivateer Hoop, mounting fixteen four-poundersi and 
fit for fea. Was burnt in Warren River. The town- 
houfe, church, and feveral houfes. Were likewife 
burnt to the ground. The objefts Of this enterprizt 
being thus far effefted, the troops returned by the 
Way of Brifiol. On the march near Warten, two 
field-pieces Were fpiked Up, and a light three-pound- 
er, abandoned by the rebels. Was rendered Ulel'efs by 
being fpiked, and the carriage broken to pieces. Two 
ihrce-poUnderS in a redoubt on the road were deftroy- 
ed in the fame manner: In marching throUgh the 
town of Briftol, orte i8-poundcr was fpiked, and a 
military ftore Was blown up, and the church and 
iome houfes burnt. . By this time a party of the re- 
bels had aficmbled, and kept up a cohftant fire upon 
our rear from two field pieces and a number of fmall 
arms, till the troops gained the height above Briftol 
Terry, where they fpiked up two i8-poUnders in the 
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rebel battery, and then made the llgnal for the Oat<i 
bottom boats to adraoce from Papafqualh rirer. 
Upon their arriral, the whole detachment embarked 
with regularity and good order, under cover of our 
fort on the oppofite ftiore, and the Flora man of war 
and two galleys, (the Pigot and Spithre) the latter 
having been taken from the rebels the fame morning 
by Lieut. Kempthorn, of the Nonfuch. The rebels 
ventured to aicend the hill with one field-piece, but 
not before the troops were all embarked, and the 
boats at a great diftance from the (bore. This elTen- 
tial fervice was performed with very inconfiderable 
lofs *, Lieut. Hamilton, of the aad regiment, four 
Heffian'foldiers, and eight Britilh,Vcrc wounded, and 
two drummers miffing. It is impoffible to afcertain 
the lofs the enemy fuftained, but believe it to be of 
no great moment, for tho’ they kept up a heavy fire 
upon our rear at times, it was always at a great dif- 
tance, under cover of their field pieces, and from be- 
hind walls, which rendered the fire of our men very 
uncertain. The following is the number of prifoners 
taken : one colonel, three field-officers, two captains, ' 
two lieutenants, and fifty-eight perfons, mod of them 
foldiers, or belonging to the militia. 

** Thefe fuccelTcs of the navy and army, in their 
feveral operations, I hope will convince the rebels" 
that it is in the power of this garrifon to annoy, lay 
wafle, and diftrefs their perfons and property, when- 
ever they are inclined to do fo.” 

In this account there is no reafon affigned for burn- 
ing the church and the town houfe, and it would ap- 
pear that it was done through mere wantonnefs, or 
fome panicular pleafure that our officers and fcldief* 
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had in deftroying places of religious worihip ; for in, 
all the wars that are recorded for theh; hundred ' 
years part, we do not find as many places of worftiip 
dcftroyed by armies with dcGgn, witbbut any fuffi- 
cient reafoD, as hare been deflroyed in this Americant 
war. 

In another letter from General Pigot there is an 
account ot his burning fome faw-mills, with all the 
circuniftances minutely particularized, which will 
give fome infight of the method of carrying op this 
war. It is dated from Newport, May 3 1 , and is as 
follows : 

• “ A FEW days ago I had the pleafure of ac- 
quainting you with Lieut. Col. Campbell’s fuccefs 
in deftroying the rebels (hipping, boats, cannon, ma- 
gazines, &c, and having information that there was a 
large* quantity of boards and planks at Fall River, and 
the only Saw Mills that are in this part of the country, 
the commodore and I were of opinion it would be 
doing great fervicc if the whole could be dcftroyed. 

To eficft which, too men of the 54th regiment, comr 
manded by Major Eyre, embarked laft night in flat- 
bottom boats at Arnold’s Point, having the Pigot gal- 
ley and fome armed boats for their protcftion and con- 
voy ; unfortunately the galley got a-ground in pafling 
Briftol Ferry, but the boats proceeded, and arrived 
a little after day-break at the propofed place for land- 
ing. They w'cre difcovered fome time before they 
reached the fliore, and the fignal alarm wa^s given 
by the difcharge of cannon and fmall arms. When 
the troops attempted to land, they were fired uppn by 
a flrong guard ; however the gun-boat foon dilperfed 
.them, and they landed ?nd puflicd forwards to two 
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milts; the one for fawiog, the other for grain, vhkh 
were fee fire to and entirely confumed, together with 
a very confiderable quantity of boards and planks fer 
building boats or privateers. The major finding a 
greater number of men in abas than be expected, and 
being apprebenfive the oppofition would increafe, 
thought it more prudent to retire than advance farther 
to the other mill, as the chief objeft of the expedi- 
tion was anfwered, by deflroying the principal faw 
mill, and all the boards and planks. In returning to 
the boats they fet fire to the rebel guard-room, a 
provifion ftore, and nine cedar-boats ; many facks of 
corn were deftroyed in the mills. His lofs was two 
men killed, and Lieut. Goldfnoith aadfohr men wound- 
ed. The rebels Idfs is thought to be more confider- 
able. ’When the tide made, the galley got afloat ; > 
but in towing her off. Lieutenant Conglcton, of the 
Flora man of war, was much wounded, and two men 
unfortunately killed. I have great plcafhfe in ac- 
quainting you, that on this expedition the navy and 
army behaved with their ufual fpirit and firmnefs.’* 

As we have already given a fhorc account of Gen. 
Sullivan’s retreat from Rhode Ifland, it may be nc- 
ceflary, for the fake of comparing accounts, to give the 
reader a view of'ihe antecedent circumfttinces there- 
of, in the language of our oxvn generals. General 
Pigot, in his letter to General Clinton, gives the fol- 
lowing detail of circumflances : 

“ THOUGH by feveral letters fince the 29th of 
July laft, more cfpecially by that I had the honour' of 
writing by Lieutenant Colouct Siiiart, and the accu- 
racy of his intelligence, your excellency will have 
been informed of the ftate of aft'airs here to the 28th 
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inftant ; yet, as many of thofe letters, from the unccr* 
tainty of the communication, . may not have reached 
you, a fummary of the iranfa£iion^ fincc the 29th of 
July, when the French fleet arrived, to the laft pe- 
riod, will not be unneccfl&ry, and may help to ex- 
' plain fubfequcnt events. 

From the firft appearance of the fleet to the 8th 
loft. our utmofl: exertions were diredled to removing 
to places of fecurity the provifions, ammunition, mifi- 
tary and naval ftores, which were either on board Ihip 
or. on the wharf, preparing a fortified camp, and di& 
poilng every thing for refilling the combined attacks 
of the French and rebels upon us 5 I immediately 
withdrew from Conanicut, Brown*^s provincial corps^ 
and two regiments of Anfpach, which had been fta- 
tioned there. The next morning the guns on the 
Beaver Tail and Dumplin batteries, the former of 
which was direfted with fomc effe£l againll two line* 
of battle fhips that entered the Narraganfct paffage,- 
were rendered unferviceable, as the fleet entering the 
harbour would cut olF aR communication with that 
iflandf of which the French admiral foon took a tem- 
porary poffeflion, and landed the liiarines of hisfqua- 
dren. During this period, from the movemenrs of 
the French (hips in the Seconct on the 3ctfi,' the 
King’s Fifher and two gallies were obliged to be fee > 
on fire v and afterwards on the 5th inftant, the four 
advanced frigates, from the approach of two of the 
' .enemy’s line of battle (hips frora^ the Narragahfet, 
were likewile deflroyed, after faving fbme of their 
ftores, and fecuring the landing of the feamen. 

When it was evident the French fleet were com- 
ing into the harbour, it became necelTary to coBefl our 
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forces, and withdraw the troops from the north parts 
of the iilaod, which was accordingly done that even* 
ing. I likewife ordered all the cattle on the ifland 
' to be driven within onr lines, leaving only one cow 
with each family, and every carriage and intrenching 
tool to be fecured, as the only meafurcs that could be 
devifcd to didrefs the rebels, and impede their pro- 
grefs. ^ 

“ On the 8th indant at noon, the French fleet 
(which, from its appearance, had continued, with lit- 
tle variation, at anchor about three miles • from the 
mouth of the harbour) got under way, and (landing 
in under a light fail, kept up a warm &e on Brenton's 
Pipint, Goat Ifland, and the North Batteries, which 
were manned by feamen pf the deftroyed frigates, 
and commanded by Capt, ChrilUan, and Lieutenants 
Forreft and Otway of the navy, who returned the 
fire with great fpirit and in good direftion. The laft 
of thefe works had been previoufly (Irengthened, and 
fome tranfports funk in its front, as an eflfedlual mea- 
fure to block up the paffage between it and Rofe- 
iiland. 

‘5 The next mproing wp had thtf plcafure to fee 
the £ng}i(h fleet, and I immediately fent on board to 
communicate to Lord Howe our fiiuation and that of 
the enemy, By nine o’clock the following day the 
French fleet rc-paffed our batteries, and failed out of 
the harbour, firing on them as before, and having it 
returned with equal fpirit op our fide. By this can- 
nonade from the (hips on both days, very fortunately 
not one man was hurt, or any injury done, except to 
fomc houfes in town. 

T (hal\ 
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1 (hall now pfocccd to inform your excellency 
of the movements of the enemy from the 9th inftaiit, 
■when’ they latnded at Howland's Petry. 

.. The badnefs of the weather for fome days rauft 
have prevented their tranfportlng of ftores, or being 
in readinefs to ' approach '^us/ as they did not make 
their appearance near us until the 14'th, when a large 
body took pofleflion of_jHonyman’s-HilI. 

** To repel any attempts from that quarter, abreaft- 
Work Was dircfted to be made along the heights from 
Green-End to Irhh’s Redoubt,wbich wasflrengthen- 
ed by an abbatis. • • ■ , ' • ' ‘ 

“ On the i^h the enemy was difcovered breaking 
ground- bn "'Hony man’s Hill, on the fummit of which 
and on the right of the Green End-Road, they wert 
conrtrufting a battery. The next day another was 
commenced by them for five guns to thclf left, and 
in a'direftlinc’ with the former, which Was prepared 
for four. On this day a line of approach was likewife 
begun by them from the battery on the right tO 
Green-End -Road, which works' we endeavoured to 
obftruftby keeping a continual' fire on them.' Thb 
19th the enemy opened their left battery, which 
obliged our encampment to ‘be removed farther in 
the rear. This day. we began 'ahotlier line, for the 
greater fecurity of our left,' from Irifli’s Redoubt to 
Fomini-Hill ; and I direfted a'battery Of one 24 and 
two 1 8-pounders to be raifed on'our right breaftwork 
to coonteraft thofe'of the enemy, which was opened 
the following day, when they Were obferved bufied 
in forming a fccond approach from the firft, to a 
nearer diftance on the road. l • . • . 

• ’ At 
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“ At noon the French fleet again came in -view, 
much diiabled and anchored off the port, where it 
continued till the ead, when it finally difappeared. ‘ 

“ This day the rebels were conflrnfting two other 
batteries, much lower down the hill than the former, 
one on the right for five, the other on the left of 
Greeri-Hill-ROad for feven guns, both which were 
opened 'the next day/ when I 'found it neceflary to 
attempt filencing tlieni, and therefore ordered a bat- 
tery for feven heavy guns on commanding ground, 
hear Green-End, which, from the' obftruSions given 
by the'eneiny’s fire, could not be completed till the 
25th, When the rebels thought proper to dole the 
embrafures of their lower batteries, 'and make ufe of 
them for mortars. During'this time they had been 
conftrufting, bn the Height of the £a(l-Koad, ano- 
ther for one of 1 3' inches, and this day began a third 
approach in front, and to the right of the lower bac- 

"tcrits. ' ' ’ 

“ The 26th, obferving the enemy to difeontinue 
their works, and learning from deferters they were 
removing the officers baggage and heavy artillery, I 
detached Lieut. Col. Bruce, with 106 men of the 
54th regiment, in the night, over'Eatdnls Beach in 
queft of iritelligence. Who with great addrefs, fur- 
prifed and brought off a picquet of two officers and 
25 men, without any lofs. ' Some of Col. Fanning’s 
corps, at different times, exerted themfclvcs in taking 
off people from the enemy’s advanced ports ; but lit- 
tle intelligence to bp depended upon was ever obtain- 
ed from them ; nor were Other attempts to procure it, , 
more efficacious, as from all that could be learned, it 
was doubtful Whether their intentions were to attack 
cur lines or retreat. “ Ou 
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“ On the 27th the Sphynx and two other fliips of 
war arrived ; and 1 had the honopr of being informed 
by Colonel Stuart of your excellency’s intention to 
reinforce this port. 

“ On the following day the Vigilant galley took 
a Nation to cover the left flank of our army; and at 
ten o’clock that night the rebels made an attempt to 
furprife a fubaltern’s picquet from the Anfpach 
corps, but were repulfed, after killing one man and 
wounding two others. 

“ The 29th at break of day, it was perceived that 
the enemy had retreated during the night, upon 
which Major-General Prefect was ordered to detach 
a regiment from the fecond line under his command, 
over Kallon’s Beach, towards the left flauk of the 
enemy’s encampment, and a part of Brown’s Corps 
was dire£fed to take poiTefllon of their works. At 
the fame time Brigadier-General Smith was detached 
W'ith the 22d and 43d regiments, and the flank com- 
panies of the 38 th and 54th, by the Eall road, Ma- 
jor-General Lofsberg marching by the Weft Road, 
with the Hefflan chafleurs and the Anfpach regiments 
of Voit and Seaboth, in order, if pofllble, to annoy 
them in their retreat ; and upon receiving a report 
from General Smith, that the rebels made a ftand, 
and were in force upon Quaker’s Hill, I ordered the 
54th and Heffian regiment of Huyn, with part of 
Brown’s corps, to fuftain him ; but before they could 
arrive, the perfcverancc of General Smith, and the 
fpirited behaviour of the troops, had gained poflef- 
fion ofthe ftro'ng poft on Quaker’s Hill, and obliged 
the inemy to retire to their works at the North end 
of the iftand. On hcarinsr a fmart fire from the 
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Digitized by Google 



^ D. i»78. the war in AMERICA.' 

chaifeurs engaged on the Weft road, I difpatched 
Col. Fanning’s corps of provincials to join Gen. Lof. 
berg, who obliged the rebels to quit two redoubts 
made to cover their retreat, drove them before him, 
and look poffclhon of 'tUfkey*Hill. Towards even- , 
Ing, an attempt being made by the rebels to furround 
and cut off the chaffeurs,who were advanced on the 
left, the regiments of Fanning and Huin were order- 
ed up to their fupport, and, alter a fmart engagement 
tvith the enemy, obliged them to retreat to their main" 
body on Windmill Hill. 

“ Aftef theft actions the enemy took pOft in great 
numbers on Windmill-Hill, and employed themfelves 
in ftrengthdning that advantageous fituation.- 

“ This night the troops lay on their arms on the 
ground they had gained, and dire£lions were given 
for bringing up the camp equipage. Artillery was 
likewife fent for, and preparations made to remove 
tlie rebels from the redoubts ; but by means of the 
great number of boatSj they retreated in the night of 
the 30th over Briftol and Howland’s Ferry ; thus rc- 
linquifliing every hold on the ifland, and refigning to 
Us its entite poffellion.'’ 

The expedition of General Grey againft Martha** 
Vineyard, to wage war with flieep and oxen, ihews 
that our generals were at a great lofs how to proceed, 
and that they Could now carry on no enterprize 
which had the lead profpeft of being decifive j or was 
worthy of the cxpcnce that was now beftowed iii 
carrying it on. Notwithftanding the bravery of G.en. 
Grey, and the conduft with which he managed his 
expedition, yet it is plain from his own account, that 
it was only a temporary cxcurlion, which eouW not 
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be fupported much longer than the moment of the 
, execution. The General’s account of his expedition 
is dared on board the Carysfdrr, Whiteftonc, Sept. 
j 8, 1778, and is as follows : 

“ IN the evening of the 4th inflant. the fleets with 
the detachment under my command, failed from New 
London, and flood to the Eaftward with a favourable 
wind. We were only retarded in the run from 
thence to Buzzard’s Bay, by the altering our courfe 
for fome hours in the night, ib confequence of the dif- 
covery‘of a flrange fleet, which wa? not kbown to be 
Lord Howe’s until morning* By five o’clock in the 
afternoon of the 5th, the fliips were at anchor in 
Clark’s Cove* and the boats having been previoufly 
hoifted out, the debarkation of the troops took place 
immediately. I proceeded without lofs of time to 
deftroythe veflels and ftores, in the whole extent of 
Accuflinet River, (about fix miles) pafticularly at 
Bedford arid Fair-Haven, and having difmantled and 
burnt a fort on the Eaft-lide of the river, mounting 
i I pieces of heavy cannon^ with a magazine and bar- 
racks j coriipleted the re-embarkation before noon the 
next day. I refer your Excellency to the next return 
for the enemy’s lofles, as far as we are able to afeer- 
iain them, and for our own cafualties. 

The wind did not admit of any further move- 
ment ot the fleet the 6ih and 7th, than hauling a little 
diftance from the Ihore. Advantage was taken of 
this circumflance to burn a large privateer (hip on 
the Stocks, and to fend a fmail armament of boats, 
with two gallies, to deflroy two or three veffels, 
which being in the ftream, the troops bad not been 
able to fet fire to. 1 ‘ 
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“ From the difficulties ia paffing out of Buzzard^s 
Bay into the . Vineyard Sound, through Quickfet’s 
Hole, and- from -Headwinds, the fleet did not reach 
Holmes’s-Hole -harbour, in the ifland of Martha’s 
Vineyard, until the loth. .vTlife tranfports, with the 
light infantry, grenadiers, and 33d regiment, were an- 
chored without, the harbour,, as 1 had at thkt time a 
fervice in view for thofe corps, whilll the buflnefs for 
collecting cattle ffiould be carried on upon the ifland. 
1 was obliged by contrary winds to relinquifli my dc- 
ifigns. ’ ' \ i : : ‘ 

r “ 'On our arrival offi the harbour^ ,tHe inhabitants 
fent perfons on board to afk my intentions with refpeft 
'to them, to whom a requifition was made of the arms 
of the’ militia, the public money, 300 oxen, and 
’ioj'o6olheep. i Thev pr'omifcd eacti ipf thefe articles 
'ffiould ;bc delivered without delay. I afterwards 
found it neccffaryto fend final! detachments into tHe 
ifland, and detain the deputed inhabitants for a time, 
in order to accelerate their compliance with the de- 
mand. - ; ' , 

“ The 1 2 th I was able to embark o.n board; the 
yelTels, which arrived that day from Rhode-IQand, 
6000 ffieep, and 130 oxen. . ^ 

“'..The 13th and 14th were employed in embarking 
cattle and ffieep on board pur own fleet ; Jn dci,roy- 
ing fomc falt-worjcs j in burning or takiqg in the in- 
lets what yclTels and boats could be found, and in re- 
ceiving the arms of . the inilitia. 1 here again refer 
your Excellency to returns., ’■ i 

“ On the 1 5th the fleet Iqft Martha’s Vineyard ; 
and after fuflaining. the ^ next day a fevere gale of 
wind, arrived the 17th at Whiteftone, without any 
material damage. 
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“ I hold piyfclf moch obliged to the conttoaading 
officers of corps, and, to the tro'pps in general, for ibp 
alacrity with which eYery lervicc was perfortned*” 

Tl)e whole progrefs of our army in America began 
to be ejtceedtagly flow, .and the fc.Yetal exertions ip 
the various excurfions and expeduion^, were carried 
on with a degree of timidity, which plainly indicated 
an apprebenfion that they h^d to deal with an one* 
my whofe importance was rather to be dreaded than 
defpifed. In all motions for fnppties of forage, ^he 
principal care was firft to obferve the motions of tlic 
enemy, and to guard againfl an attack of the militia 
or provincial forces, who generally made fuch furious 
attacks upon the foraging parties, as made them pur- 
chafe dearly the finall .fupplies they obtained. The 
.lolTes on thefc occafions were generally as much con- 
cealed as poffible, to keep up the fpirits of the troops, 
and to deceive the public at home ; but in fpke of all 
fecrefy, as much tranfpired, as fully declared that 
our 'power, influence, and hopes were very much 
Upon the decline. 

It has been one of the misfortunes of this war, 
that it began in injuflice, and has been carried on 
■with lies and diffimulation. The expedition to Egg- 
harbour, the attack of the village of Taapan, arc 
reprefenred as fuccefsful expeditions, where only 
one or two are faid to be killed ; whereas, forae who 
were engaged in thefe excurCons, and have come 
home fince, give a very different account of them. 

Gen. Cor(iwallis*s expedition referred to in Sir 
Henry Clinton’s letter of Offober 8, is fet fonh as a 
mod fuccefsful one, though it was attended with 
both lofs and danger. The only fuccefsful part of 
k was that which was conducted by General Grey, 

who. 
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who, indeed, \ifes the foul of every aAion where he 
was prefent, yet that general is far from giving fuch 
Windy accounts of the fnccefs ot our army, as our 
Gazettes have done after manufafruring the letters,' . 
which the miniftry received from the Britilh com* 
pianders. The miniftry have indeed been fometimes 
deceived by ignorant felf imerefted perfons, who,' 
dcftiiute of all knowledge of what was tranfafred, 
have affirmed the groffeft falfehoods, through the in- 
fluence of corrupt prejudices. Even fomc who never 
were ten miles from New York, and who were un- „ 
acquainted with the whole tranfaftions on either fide, 
have had the vain effrontery to affirm that the Ame- 
ricans never fought, never could fight, and never 
would fight. The teftimony of General Grey, a 
charafrer of the firft rank in every view, whether as 
a gentleman, a citizen, or officer, is contradicted, 
with regard to the very objects of his own fenfei, by 
perfons that were never acquainted in the fmallelt 
degree, with any tranfadions of the American war. * 

The 

* A pedantic fchuol-rnafler, who. He ought, however, out of pood 
nVe tli-; pood Mr Galloway, was manners to his Eiiplilh reader, bclbre 
obliged to leave America tor con- he lud fat liown 10 write a pani- 
fdcnce-ftke, has lately publirticd a pWet, hill conhdered whetlier he 
pampiilet, wlierciu he politively could write I'.uplilh, and not have 
Iitfinns, Tluit the Americans never exjjofed liinUelf and wearied his 
fought, nor could fight ; and that reader with illiterate and ungram- 
all thofe that liavc been killed on niatical fallehoods. If he intended 
our fide, have killed th.-inftlves or to v. rite a romance, lie ougJit to 
oneanotlier: for it is certaip that i ;a 1. done it peutcelly, and not Jifi 
many thoufands have beenfrah:, aud giA- cd his order, by nuirdenng his 
if the Am-ricans never fought, it i; o..r. language, of which he isfaidto 
pianifell tliey could never kill our bu a teagher. It is foniewhat Air- 
men. This Mr Kobinfon confelTes priliup that meu ibould pay i'o little 
that he was net cr Ut elvo miles out regard to truth and eonAl'a-my, a.s to 
of N ew York, fo of conP.-qti. nc-, as affinn w hat thoulknds can, frciii tlie 
he had nothing to do but rte;: .' ; in- iulhll certainty, contradiil. With 
tellipeucc, he mud b' UiiilouiA.cdy a delign of throwing the niilcar- 
thc belt antliw iry dep- ,J uper.. liases of the miniftry, upon tlie of- 
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The expedition to Egg harbour was perhaps • as 

well conduced as the nature of the thing would ■adr' 
mit of, and there was neither want of bravery in the 
men nor conduft in the officers, but the greatelt hu- 
man wifdom and' courage. ' No officers can do more 
than what is competent to them. ■ A whole continent- 
rouzed, with jealoufy of their liberties, and fired with" 
an enthufiafm for all th-at is dear to men, were likely, 
to make efforts and exertion,s, ' that thofe that ' are' 
lukewarm in the caufe of freedom, or flaves to defpo- 
tiftn, have no ideas of.' It is no way ftrange, that' 
thofe at home, who either denot love true liberty, 
or arc under the influence 'of bafer paffions,* 
fltould think it incredible fox others to rifque their,- 
lives for what they fet no- value upon. ; It muft 
appear a thing incredible to them : and it is on this 
account that they have, through the influence of their 
incredulity, determined that our officers have not 
done their duty. They cannot 'perfuade themfelves 
that men, not foldiers by profeflion, and ferving withn 
out hire, would venture their lives for what they 
reckon a phantom, or a mere creature of the iraagina-'' 
tion. They therefore infer that the generals have 
Dot done their duty, but lengthened out the war for' 

the fake of emolument. , •' 

Our 

• ,i 

ficers and generals wlio liave com- fels refill 50 Knglilli men of war, 
inanded in America, fome who, a which American (hips, three years 
few years ago, affirmed publicly that ago, dtirll not peep out of theliar- 
the colonilts were the mod coiifum- hour : And, what is llrangdl of all, 
mate cowards in the world, have thefe things iiapj^ened alLat the fame 
now exalted them abo-.-e the great- time; for when General Howe was 
ell lieroesof autimiity. They have neglefting his duty he was viclori- 
inade General Walhington, with ous ; when Sir Henry Clinton was 
3000 men, cpix)fe' General Howe retreating he was conquering; and 
with 16,000, cliace Sir Henry Clin- 'when I.ord Howe was betraying 
ton out of Philadelphia, purfuehim his king, lie, at the fame time, by 
through tlie Jerfeys, and make liim thefe authors own accoimt, was ta- 
take refuge in New-Vork; they kingaiiddeftroyingalldie AmericaJt 
have mi-ie 17 American fuiall vd- Ihip-i. 
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Our gains and advantages in America were far 
• from being equal to our wafte' of treafure and lofs of. 
men : In every expedition the Ipfs was double ; for 
we both dcftroyed our own colonies, and loft a great 
number of our army, without any hope of fubduing 
the one or fpeedily recruiting the o^her. To all 
ibis was added the lofs of the iftand of Dominica, 
in the month of September tliis yeqr, which wa^ 
taken by the French on the lyth of that month, aq 
account of which was given by Lieutenant Governor 
Stuart, in the following words. 

“ I AM exceedingly forty, that fo foon after clofing 
my difpatches, I have the mortification to acquaint 
your lordfliip that this iflapd is in the pofTcffion of 
the French King. * ■ ■ 

“ In the morning of the i yth inft. at half part four, 
upon hearing a gun from our battery and fignal poll; 
at Cafliacron, or Scott’s Head, and obferving the fig- 
nal for an enemy, I ordered Young’s battery pf llo- 
feau, being near me", to repeat it, in conformity to 
inftruftions for taking up fignals ; about a quarter of 
an hour afterwards a fecond gun was fired, and the 
fignal ftill continued ; and day-light flionly after ap- 
pearing, I difeovered fome vcflcls coming round thq 
point, and foon perceived, inftead of ours, a white 
. flag flying on the battery. ’ Thefe obfervations, an4 
the increafing number of vcfl'els which ca,mc iu fight, 
foon convinced me that they were enemies, who had 
' forced the battery, and were coming to attack th? 
ifland. 1 inftantly ordered the alarm to be given for 
affcmbling our forces ; In the mean time the fliips 
and veflels flood for a place named Point Michel, two 
miles fouth of Rofeau, and, as they approached, I 
difeovered that they confifted of four frigates, ten 
■ ' armed 
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armed flbops and fehooners, with about 20 others, 
being irarifports with troops. About 6 o’clock boats 
Were feen going on fhore at Point Michel, and men 
landing from them in great numbers. As they were 
beyond the reach of our guns, they effefted their 
landing without oppofition. 

‘‘ 1 had at this time made the beft difpoCtion I 
could to impede their approach to the town; I had. 
detached Lieutenant Ilofs, the only oflScer of artiliery 
we had in garrifon, with fix n^airoffes, and Lieutenant 
Jones, of the 48th regiment, an officer of militia, and 
a volunteer of the 48th regiment, Mr Warner, with 
24 men, half regulars of the 48th and half militia, to 
defend the battery at Loubiere, which was about 
half way between Rofeau and the place where the 
enemy were landing. Capt; Grove, commanding 
the detachment of the 48th regiment, was polled in 
Young’s battery in the town of Kofeau, our moft im-s 
portant port, with Lieut. Fenton, and 29 men of 
the 48th regiment,. and 40 militia; 30 militia, with 
fome matroffes, were thrown into Melville's battery ; 
A detachment of artillery, militia, with others, were 
placed with two field-pieces on Jolly’s Hill, tooppofe 
their march towards Charlotte?Town, and Capt, 
Man, the chief engineer, commanded the remainder 
of the militia, a few volunteer croppers and others, on 
the new battery at Guey’s Hill. 

“ The landing of the enemy, amounting at leaft 
♦to 2000 men, was in three divifions ; the firft of which 
we could pretty nearly diftinguiftion their way to be 
about 600, marching towards us,' as foon as they 
W'ere landed, under a very brrlk fire from all our bat- 
teries oil that fide; and on their being within 200. 
yards of Loubiere battery, all the artillery aramuni-. 

tipst 
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tion being e^xpcnded, which had been carried there, 
as it was uofiijiibed and had no magazine, Lieutenants 
Rofs and Jones, with their parties, retired, the firft 
joining. the party at Melville’s battery,:and the other 
that on Jolly’s Hill, according to dirediions I had 
given; the enemy in the mean time tooJc pofleffion of 
Loubiere battery } but our heavy fire from our 
others Joon obliged them to quit it, and to (helter 
themfelves under cover of the highlands on the Ro- 
feau fide of Loubiere river, where they took poft, 
waiting for the other two divifions, which we could 
fee in fall march from Point Michel to join them. 

' We foon difeovered they had fent a confiderable 
detachment, amounting, as we have , been informed* 
to 300 men, being grenadiers and chaffeurs, to.thc 
heights of Dumoulin’s Hill ; fome of them were al- 
ready on the ridge, ready to attack us on the rear of 
Guey’s Hill and Melville’s battery. 

“ The main body, now reinforced by the arrival 
.of the other divifions, had begun to form, in order 
to advance to the town. A large body of the enemy 
was then difeovered to be landing, under cover of a 
frigate, on the north fide of the to.wn, confiding, at- 
cording to the information we have fince received, of 

• about five hundred privateers men and people of co- 
lour, Thefe fevcral attacks, it feems, were to have 
been made at the fame time, for which, we have 
been informed, fignals were to have been given from 
the heights. 

“ Three of the frigates at the fame time ap- 
proached us in different direftiotis, to cannonade 

• Young’s battery and the town. 

“ It was now about twelve o’clock, when I re- 
ceived a meflage on Jolly’s Hill, on the point of which 
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,i Was reconnoitring the difpolition of the forces of 
the enemy, from the council of the ifland and others 
of the principil inhabitants, requefting, that, on ac- 
tount of the moft critical and dangerous lituation - of 
the colony, I would call a council of war. .My zeal 
for his majefty’s fervice, my affeftiqn for his fubjefts^ 
and my own Honour, were inducements > for me iqi 
comply with their requefls, and to affemble the mili- 
tary officers as foon as it was poffible...' . . ■ .1 
, “ The opinion of the council, on cdnilderation o£ 
the force , of the enemy .and our own, I fend your 
lordffiip enclofed.- I accordingly fent a flag of trued 
to the enemy, to know what. terms would be granted 
to us if we Ibould be inclined to capitulate } refolving 
at the fame time to .accept of none but fuch as would 
be honourable to his majefty; and beneficial to his 
fubjeftsj or to refill to the laill extremity. A parley 
for an hour was confented to by the Marquis de.Bou- 
ille, who comfnatided the French troops; and, the ar- 
ticles df capitulation which I how fend to your lord- 
Oiip were, agreed tq on his^part and mine.. During 
the time of the parley, one of the French fhips called 
the Tohnereite, fired two brdadfides upon ' Young’s 
Battery arid the town, which had very nearly broken 
it off, and brought us into immediate adtion. . . • 

, “ ,The enemy in the attack mull have loll ebnfi- 
derably, but they at prefent conceal the ntimber ; 
the lofs to his majefly Was only two privates of the 
48th regiment. The different attacks of the enemy 
Were commanded by the Marquis de Bouillcj gover- 
nor-general of Martinico, the Marquis Duchelleau, 
now governor of Dominica, Count de Tilly. Vifeount 
Damas, and Chevalier Jeffrey, a lieutenant-general 
and engineer s 
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“ The detachmenc of the 48th regiment, with the 
detachment of artillery, embarked this day for Gre- 
nada, which I conceive to be beft for his Majefty’s 
fervicc; I intend leaving Dominica as foon as I have 
given folidity in eftablifliing the terms of capitulation, 
and will take the firlt opportunity to return to Eu- 
tope.”. I 

The niilitary tranfaftions of this yea'r ended neither 
with honour nor advantage to Great Britain : All 
things in every quarter of the Globe, except ttie 
Eafl Indies^ wofe a frowning afpeft. In that quarter 
the Company’s forces were fuccefsful, and the French 
intereft almolt totally reduced. This anfwcred one 
purpofe for the miniftry, which, though it was of no 
real fervice in the general caufe, yet helped them to 
Cover over their weaknefs and infirmity by a confi- 
dent boalling of the weaknefs of the French, and 
what they would do in another campaign to that per- 
fidious enemy, in other parts of the world. The 
nation would have probably fufifered thefe de- 
ceptions to have paffed without much notice, had , 
the people been hearty in the American war ; but 
as they generally abhorred its principles, they were 
much averfe to raifing money for carrying it on, and 
generally interpreted the want of fuccefs to the want 
of juftice in the caufe in which the nation was en- 
gaged. They moreover confidered this war as a 
conflift between the ambition of the government and 
flic rights of the people, and were difpofed to con- 
fider the cafe of the Americans as what would be 
rheir own, provided they fhould fefufc fubmiffion, to 
hew 'fiatutes, which were inconfifieiit with the old 
htws of the confiiiution. Neither the hearts not* 
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prayers of the peojJc went along with this unnatural 
war, which made all meafures concerning it both 
heavy and offenfive. The felf-intercfted, who were 
waiting for favour and preferment, were zealous 
enough in the caule, though they were not eveo 
willing to rifque much in fupport of it, except when 
they found their immediate interdl concerned. 

k is a thing thax appeared extraordinary to many, 
that the fupplies fliould have been granted with fo lit-r 
fie oppofition,when no account had been given of the 
manner of their application, nor the fmalleift hopes 
that the nation would ever, by any future advantage, 
recover the lofs which it had already fuflained by the^ 
war. Many of the firft charafters in the nation had 
been in the oppolltion from the commencement of 
this conteft, and from principle had oppofed all the 
meafures of the miniftry, becaufe they confidercd 
them unjuft and erroneous; while others were foine- 
times on one fide and fometimes on the other, accor- 
ding as their hopes ot intereft or preferment prevailed. 
At the conclufion of this campaign the hopes of the 
moft fanguine in favour of the American war were 
become exceedingly feeble, while their defires and 
inclinations were as ftrong as ever. One party, 
though they perceived the projeft of fubduing 
Americans imprafticable, were, by their interefts and 
fituation, unwilling to give it up ; thefe ftill flattered 
the nation, that another effort would certainly prove 
fuccefsful ; another party, though not fo immediately 
interefted, from an apprchcnfion that it was diflio- 
nourable to yield in any particular to our own colo- 
nics, were for ruining both, rather than tarnilh th* 
dignity of Britain by the fmallcft condefoenfion. 

Without 
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Without enquiring into the juftice or equity of the 
war, they confidered that Britain, when once en- 
g^ed, Ihould never yield upon any confideration. 
Tbefe latter proved but weak politicians, attd were ‘ 
fufficiently difpofed to be dupes to others, who had 
much deeper defigns. 

While both the nation at home, and the colonies 
abroad, were groaning under the weight and burden 
of the war, and every year new taxes were added to 
the former oppreffions, the nation did not in the leaft ' 
remit in iisluxury, vices, and diflipation. All the ufual 
extravagances were purfued, and diverfions carried* 
on, as if the nation had been in the mod ilourilhing 
condition, and wealth had been teeming in from all’ 
points of the edrapafs. The expcnccs of public (hews, 
and court entertainments, rather cncreafed than dimi- 
nifbed with the burdens of the nation, and even at the 
time that we were threatened with a foreign invafion,' 
not one fafliionable pleafure was reftrained. Even the 
time appointed for religious humiliation and devotion, 
was made the occadon of idlenefs and dilhpation, by 
thofe who profeffed to be mod deeply intereded in the 
fate of the nation. The more fober and tiioughtful 
alfo turned lidlcfs, and began to be carclefs about the 
alarming events that feemed to be approaching, that 
nothing could roufe them to a fenfe of their danger,, 
at the fame time that they were murmuring and com- 
plaining of the badnefs of the times. Religion was 
turned into a mere form of godlinefs, and true zeal 
was departed from all ranks ; ardor, in the praflice 
of religion, was deemed enthufiafm, and laughed out 
of countenance by thofe who had formerly fhewn 
foiue examples thereof. The mod folemn and facred 

things 
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things were made fervarits to men’s appetites, inter- 
eils, and pleafure, and the fear of fin and tranfgrefilon, 
except where immediate puniftiracnt was vifiblc, 
feemed ;o, haye taken wing to fome other climate. 
Animoficy, arifing from the fpirit of party, came to fo 
great a height, that friends who formerly had fupport- 
cd the fqciaicharafter, became aliens to one another; 
n>utual afFedfion, the true bond of fociety, declined 
to an amazing degree, and rancor and malignity raged 
with unbounded violence. The frlcpds of the mini- 
ftry, and ot the American war, were ftiewing their 
refentment, by declaring what they thought thofe in 
oppofiiipu deferyed, and fcarcely would allow them a 
rjght to live iu this world. j . 

Thejacobires and Tories, who, a little more than 
thirty years ago, had .beeu in adtual rebellion againll 
the King and the laws, were now broke loofe in abu- 
fihg ail who were againil the American war, with 
the opprobrious names of rebels. The meanefi: and 
mod unjud pcrfonal abide was publiflted in Jacobite 
News papers, managed by Papids and Tories, againd 
men who had nothing to defend them except their 
own innocence. This produced a general irrirauon 
of parties, and fometimes made the bppofition expofe 
matters of faft, which otherwife would ha' e pafled in 
oblivion. But on fome occafibns the publiflting of 
the mod notorious fafts became dangerous, and were 
condrufted by judges and court lawyers to be libels 
punidiable by law, when the unhappy publifliers were 
feverely fined or imprifoned for an example to others. 

The Papids, who had, ever fince the palling of 
the Qticbec Bill, confidered the miniflry as their 
friends, employed their pens and intered in fupport- 

ing 
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igg t;his unnatural war, and their priefts began to fliew 
an infolence unknown for many years part. Ihis 
produced fome refleftions upon their charafters and 
religion, which had lain dormant for a great while. 
It was alledged that it did not become men, who had 
all fworn allegiance to the Chevalier de St. , George, 
to give the epithets of rebel or traitor to men' who. 
were the trueft friends of his prefent majefly, and the 
revolution fettlement. As all the popilh clergy, who; 
take orders abroad, , in the Englilh colleges, are, by 
the authority of the Pope, obliged to fwear allegiance 
tp’the Pretender when they enter upon holy orders, 
it gave them no final! offence to hear this fecret pub- 
lifhed over all Great Britain. Whether our mini- 
ftry aftually knew this fecret or not, may probably 
be difputed, but it is what the papilfs cannot deny, 
and what fome of the firft charaffer openly confefs. 
This was confidered by the friends of the conflitu- 
tion as treafon againjl our King and the laws, and' 
.and was animadverted upon with fome warmth and 
zeal. The tempers of men being more and more agi- 
tated by this controverfy, produced many acrimoni- 
ous refledfions on both fidcs, fo that frequently that 
decency w'hich is even due to an enemy, was tranf- 
grelfed. Thofe reflexions which proceeded from zeal 
and want of temper, were imputed to malevolence and 
ill-nature j and the friends of the miniftry, on their 
part, were careful to make it believed, that the argu- 
ments of the oppofition proceeded from difloyalty and 
difaflFeftion to government ; for though they knew ip 
their hearts, th it the King had not more loyal fubjeXs, 
yet becaufethey were in oppofition to their meafures, 
they wanted every one to believe they were traitors. 
‘ But 
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But what feemcd the moft unfcaiible conje^lure ia 
ihc heat of this difputation, was, that the oppofirioa 
were the caufc of prutradHng the war, when it was 
well known, that every fupply which the niiniftry 
judged neceffary, was granted according to therr de- 
fire. The whole management was in their own hands, 
and they raifed as many men, and as large fums of 
money as ever they bad a mind. Had the nation 
been ever fo unanimous, they could not have done 
more than was done, and provided wifdom and jufticc 
bad been the principles of a(JHon, the fupplies were 
abundantly fufficient.* But the want of judgment and 
jnfiice in planning and executing this unnatural war,, 
was the foie caufe of all our mifearriages, from the 
beginning hitherto. Thofe who are engaged in a 
party, through intcrefl:, ambition, or fome .other bafe 
pafTion, may throw the blame of want of fuccefs in ‘ 
this war, on whom they pleafe ; but fuppofe it had 
been ever fo fuccefsful, no wife or good man could, 
in his confcicnce, have determined it to be juft. The 
crimes for which the colonifts have been fo violently 
profecuted by war, have never been proved, by the 
moft zealous advocates for carrying it on, deferving 
thereof, unlefs the laws of the conlbtution arc ambu- 
latory, and are always to be determined by the will 
and pleafure of the ruling powers. Reafon and com- 
mon fenfe will readily teach every impartial enquirer 
that the caufes of this w^ar, were ambition in govern- 
ment and a defire to extend dominidn beyond the 
ancient ftatutes.' Whatever may be the ilTue and 
event of this unhappy conteft, poflerity will conclude 
that the colonifts have made a noble ftruggle for what 
nature and reafon teach all men to revere and purfue^ 
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as far as they have power and ability. The wealth 
and power of Britain may enable her to maintain the 
confiift, and probably in the end make her viftorious, 
but impartial polterity, removed far from both 
parties, will judge of the principles of the war, and 
not determine by its fuccefs. Julius Csefar, though 
he was fuccefsful in deftroying the Roman liberty, and . 
eftablilhed the power of the emperor above the fcnate 
and the laws, is far from being confidcred by poftc* 
rity as having done an honourable and a jud thing. 

It was his fuccefs that laid the foundation of davery 
in Rome, and though the government had more of 
the Ihining tinfel of external raajefty, yet it loft its an- 
i tient glory and ftrength, which was for 800 years 
fupported by liberty, and the virtue of its citizens. 
The laws eftabliOied at the glorious revolution in Bri- 
tain, have for ninety years medc the nation flourifh 
in peace and abundance ; the juftice and liberty im- 
^ plied in their charafter, and prafliled by all ranks, has 
made her flourifli, the envy and aftonilhment of all 
Europe: But if fhc depart froin thefe glorious prin- 
ciples, and fuffer thefe ftatutes to be violated, which 
have fo long upheld her peace and fupported her 
glory, {he will foon become the fcorn of the nations, 
and a reproach over all the world. It will be unwife, 
from a pretence of more wildom and improvement, 
to remove land marks and firft principles, which have 
been known in experience to have been fo beneficial 
and falutary to all ranks. Our found and wholfomc 
laws, made at the revolution, have exalted our fove- 
reign to a pitch of true glory, and the nation to dig- 
nity it never knew before : Under their influence 
the empire has been extended, the fubjefts enriched 

beyond 
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beyond the limits of former periods, and both the 
crown and the legiflature arrived at a dignity unknown 
in former times. To lofe all thefe advantages, and 
facrifice them at the Ihrine of dominion and defpotifm, 
will fink us below all degrees of comparifon, and 
make us in reality, lefs than the lead of the nations. 
The American war, if continued, will either be the 
acra of liberty to them, or the asra of flavery to both 
them and us : this is what all good fubjefts will un- 
doubtedly deprecate, and ftrivc againft, let inrerefted 
men fay what they pleafe. This conteft with Ame- 
rica will be a period in hlftory, which pofterity wilf 
mark with an emphafis of admiration and aftonifh- 
ment ; and ages to come will declare that there lived 
a race of men beyond the Atlantic that made a noble 
flruggle to be free. 
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